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Professors react to mask mandate Meeting
By Ethan Schobernd
Campus Reporter I@DEN_news
The COVID-19 pandemic continues to
affect the citizens of Illinois, especially with
the new Delta variant that has taken root
across the United States.
Since cases are rising throughout Illinois, Gov. J.B. Pritzker made a statement on
Aug. 26 announcing that all education and
healthcare workers must be vaccinated or
must be tested for COVID-19 on a weekly
basis starting Sept. 5.
Professors had their own opinions to share
about the statewide order.
Dr. Liza Meyers, assistant professor of music education, said, "I think it makes sense to
keep everyone safe."
As someone who teaches singing within
the music department, Dr. Meyers said she
wants to prevent the spread of the virus in
her classes and to keep students and faculty

safe, especially those who are immunocompromised.
"I still think that we just still need to continue to be cautious, because they say the
Delta variant is more communicable," Meyers said. "It's easier for people to catch it.
There are sometimes people who are vaccinated who can have like a breakthrough infection, although it doesn't happen as often."
Dr. Eric Bollinger, professor of biology,
ornithology, and ecology, said he feels good
about the vaccine mandate.
As a vaccinated individual, he believes
all the students and faculty across campus
should be vaccinated as well.
Another professor who is relieved about
the vaccine mandate is Dr. Jeannie Ludlow, the Professor of English and Director of
Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies.
"I think there's a lot of controversy
around the vaccination. I think most of the
controversy is caused by misinformation,"

Ludlow said. "And I think that even when
it's not caused by misinformation, it comes
from a place of 'each person for themselves.'"
Dr. Ludlow said she wants everyone to
take care of each other and just wants students to have the best experience they can
have during the pandemic.
"If someone is against vaccines in general,
or if they are against this one because they
are being told to do it, then okay but stay
home," Ludlow said.
Dr. Jonelle DePetro, chair of the philosophy department, said she believes it is reasonable for Gov. Pritzker to order a vaccine
mandate for educators.
"I realize that some people feel it is an infringement on their individual freedom, but
I don't believe we have unlimited freedom
to put others at risk," De Petro said. "No
one is being forced to get the vaccine. It's a
choice."
MASKS, page 2
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Pantherpalooza scheduled for Tues-d ay
By Rob Le Cates
Assitant Photo Editor I@DEN_news

1his semester's Pantherpalooza will be held Tuesday, Aug. 31 from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. between the
MLK Union Ballroom and the University Grand
Ballroom. Students are encouraged to attend and get
involved with student organizations.
Pantherpalooza is a biannual event Eastern holds
to get the student body involved with different Registered Student Organizations (RSOs).
All EIU students, employees, and campus guests
will be required to wear masks indoors during the
event.
Some programs at the event will include Greek sororities and fraternities and clubs such as the Black
Student Union, Student Government, Reserved Officers' Training Corps, and Latin America Student
Organization as well as other academic and service
organizations.
Justin Richards, a graduate student studying strategic communications, is a Student Life Office graduate assistant who said that Pantherpalooza is an event
meant to highlight some of the RSOs on campus.
"This is an opportunity for all students to, not
only get involved but to see what EIU has to offer for
clubs, organizations, and student programs," Richards said.
Richards said that each participating organization
will have a table to show what they have to offer.
"We pride ourselves on being able to offer these
fairs to show students what there all is on campus,"
Richards said.
Director of Student Life, Ceci Brinker, said that
she is excited to see how the turnout is for this year's
event.

"We made a concerted effort and a decision late

last spring if the opportunity presented itself, that we
would definitely do it in-person," Brinker said. "Our
original plan was to do it outside, but we knew the
weather would be a factor so it will be in-person but
indoors."
Brinker said that COVID-19 was a hurdle she had
to jump with last semester's Pantherpalooza being vir-

tual.
"Especially coming out ofCOVID, the majority of our student organizations were not very active
over the last year to year and a half,'' Brinker said "So,
utilizing Pantherpalooza to showcase and allow those

Eastern:
introducing
Angela
Vietto
Editor's Note:
This is part ofa series of stories introducing various members of the
campus community to Eastern for a
better understanding of those who
maintain the op-

~mttions oftbe.JmJ-._
versity.
In the second
part of this series Angela Vietto,
Chair of the English Department will be featured.

Where diJyou receive your degreesfrom?
I'm a lirtle unusual this way-- I received all my
degrees (BA, MA, PhD) from Penn State.

Ifwe saw your music playlist, what would the
top jive songs be?
Such a hard question! I'll give you the top of 5
different playlists:
"So What," Miles Davis
"You Speak My Language," Morphine
"Give Up the Funk," Parliament
"Gloria," Patti Smith
"Ode to Joy" from Beethoven's 9th
W1.,ere is yourfavorite place on campus?
Doudna Fine Arts Center
W1.,at is a place in G,ar/emm you think everyone should know about?
It's a bit out of town, but Fox Ridge State Park.
W1.,o is someone
FILE I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Students talk at the Delta Chi table Wednesday afternoon at Pantherpalooza in the University
Ballroom.
groups to make some connections, not only with
their members, but also the students who want to get
involved"
Brinker said that she was grateful that this semester, Pantherpalooza could be in-person instead of vir-

tual.
"It was important that they were given this opportunity; with the safety and health of other students
being the priority, we were still able to make it happen."
Richards said he wants to thank the Union staff
for their help with the setup of the event.
"We especially thank the staff here at the Union,
Cathy Engelkes and the building service workers for
not only their help setting this up but to make it possible for our students," Richards said

you admire in yourjie/J and

why?

Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Even though he's a celebrity now, Dr. Gates started in the same obscure corBrinker said she hopes that students will partici- ner of literary studies I did, and he was a leading figpate and enjoy the event.
ure in that field when I was a graduate student. Now
"I just hope students come out to see all the vari- he brings many of the same kinds of insights to the
ous clubs and organizations," Brinker said. "We have . public and reaches many more people than we can
some great organizations on this campus and great in our classrooms, and that's pretty amazing.
opportunities for new and returning students to get
involved, and the purpose of this is for them to find a
Why diJyou go into the fie/J you're in?
way they can make a difference and an impact."
Richards said he wants to recover the communiWords aren't perfect- they can't fix all problems.
ty via this event.
But they' re pretty close to magic, and they' re the
"We just want our students to get involved, we best tool we have for solving conflicts without physknow Covid hit hard this is our opportunity to bring ically hurting each other. Plus, people make art out
student life back," Richards said
of them, too! Language, both written and spoken, is
so central to what it means to be human, that I find
Rob Le Cates can be reached at 581-2812 or at
it endlessly fascinating to study.
rllecates@eiu.edu.
VIETTO, page 2
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L~~s~!vw;.~!~~~ How to get involved with intramurals
Scattered
Thunderstorms

0

Sunny

High: 81 °
Low: 55°

High: 81 °
Low: 63°

By Luke Taylor
News Editor l@DEN_news
Eastem's Campus Reacation offers a
wide range of intramural sports, more
of which available again this year as social distancing rules relax.
Kevin Linker, assistant director of
intramural sports, has high expectations fur attendance this year.
"I just hope we're ready," Linker

said.
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"Tell the truth and don't be afraid."
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Wmncrs rcceivc a trophy and a photo feature on the "wall of champions."
Intramural fees are included in student fu:s, so anyone can join any sport
as long as they have a Panthercard.
"We provide a safe and fun extracurricular activity that's promotes a
healthy life-style," Linker said. "Besides, you can win a champion t-shirt!"
Eastern uses imleagues.corn, a site
designed for organizing and scheduling intramural sports, to keep everyone
connected.

Students can !pg in with their student email and password to find
events, keep up with announcements,
and track winners in different categories.
The site also includes further information on each individual sport like
prizes for winners and playoff qualifications.
Luke Taylor can be contacted at
581-2812 or at egtay/or@eiu.edu.
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To maintain social distancing, intramurals were limited to individual
sports last year, but the Fall 2021 semester will see the return of in-person
team sports.
A new challenge has been introduced this year, though, as most of the
experienced student supervisors. and
spores officials graduated since the last
time intramurals were fully operation-

eludes information on the intramural
sports currently offered, as well as how
to register for them.
The offerings include cla5$ics like
soc.ccr and tennis, as well as sports that
don't have an intermural equivalent,
like birdicball and "weird bowling."
There are also a few options for intramural csports.
Individuals and teams can collect
points for their residence halls or Greek
houses which are tallied at the end of
each semester.

@DEN_News

Visit our website: dailyeasternnews.com
About

The Daily Eastern News is produced by the students of
Eastern Illinois University. It is published daily Mon•
day through Friday, in Charleston, Ill., during fall and
spring semesters and online during the summer term

except during university vacations or examinations.
One copy per day is free to students and faculty. Addi·
tional copies can be obtained for 50 cents each in the

The office is currently left with just
pne official and a graduate assistant.
"We are attempting to hire but having to train new officials and supervisors is a slow process when interest in
this type of work is low," Linker said.
Linker said that the lack of staff
means that intrarnurals will be run
slightly differently this year, at least at
the beginning.
Flag football will be played with
teams of four on a short fidd and basketball will be played with teams of
three so that two games can run at
once due to water damage on some
courrs in the Student .Recreation Center.
The current plan is to have one single/double tournament or sport-related
special event each week
The campus recreation website in-

» MASKS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
DePetro said she supports the
vaccine and believes that getting
vaccinated is just as much a responsible choice as receiving polio
or measles vaccine.
"Evidence suggests unvaccinated people are more likely to get the
virus and spread it," DePetro said.
"They are also more likely to suffer
serious consequences of the virus."
Multiple professors are in support of the new vaccin·e order and
it is clear that many teachers are
getting vaccinated. To reduce the
number of COVID-19 cases, scientists say it is every individual's
responsibility to wear their masks
and get vaccinated.
It is possible for the country to
obtain herd immunity if a high
enough percentage of Americans
get vaccinated.

Student Publications Office in Buzzard Hall.

Advertising
To place an advertisement or classified ad in The
Daily Eastern News, call the ads office at 581 -2812
or fax 581 -2923. Visit our on line advertisements at

Ethan Schobernd can be
contacted at 581-2812 or at
ejschobernd@eiu.edu.
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Ben Solomon, a graduate student studying business, does a rapid covid spit test for the football team.

dailyeasternnews.com/classifieds.

Comments /Tips
Contact any of the above staff members if you believe
your information is relevant.

» VIETTO
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In 2017-2018, I served part-time as
the Assistant Dean in the Pine Honors
College, and since 2018 I have been
the chair of the English Department.

What positions have you held during your career in higher educationf

What are the most rewarding aspects ofyour current positionf

While I was still in graduate school,
I worked in the Penn State Alumni Association briefly, then as a grant writer
at a research center, then as an editor
and assistant to the Dean in the Penn
State Graduate School Dean's office,
and finally as an admissions counselor
and marketing writer in the Penn State
Admissions Office. After completing
my PhD, I came to EIU, where I have
been a faculty member for a long time.

Helping our scholarship committee
give money to deserving students and
helping students and faculty to accomplish their goals.

Corrections
The Daily Eastern News is committed to accuracy in its
coverage of the news. Any factual error the staff finds
or is made aware of by its readers will be corrected as
promptly as possible. Please report any factual error
you find to Editor-in-Chief Corryn Brock at S81 · 2812.

Employment
If you would like to work for The Daily Eastern News
as a reporter, photographer, columnist, cartoon ist, copy editor, designer or videographer, please
visit at the newsroom at 1811 Buzzard Hall.

Printed by Eastern Illinois University
on soy ink and recycled paper.
Attention postmaster: Send

address changes to:
The Daily Eastern News
1802 Buzzard Hall
Eastern Illinois University
Charleston, IL 61920

What are the most challenging aspects ofyour positionf
Missing so many great students
(and faculty members) who've moved
on to wonderful places.

What advice would you give to
students in your departmentfor their
college careersf

whether they're for your instructors or
someone else in the room. Your time
in college will go quickly. Be here now!

Be here now. On one hand, it's
great to see students who are so connected to friends from high school
and family members in ways that it
wasn't easy to be 20 or even 10 years
ago. And I know that many students
have to work long hours to support
themselves. But as much as you can, I
hope you'll look up from social media
or text messages and look around you
right now. Make as many new friends
as you can while you're here; try out
different activities and student organizations; ask those questions you'd really like to ask in class (or after class),

What is your number one goalfor
your students?
I want students to leave EIU more
empowered than they were when they
came, ready to advocate for themselves and others, ready to try things
they didn't know they were capable
of, and most of all, ready to speak up
when their conscience tells them they
should.
The News Staff can be reached at
581-2812 or at dennewsdesk@gmail.
com.
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M ry Miller

ould look
a better
sttime
U. . ep. Mary Miller, the Republican represen ini Illinois District 15, recently called
fort~
irn eachrnent of U.S. President Joe Biden,
claim ng Biden's "erratic" behavior regarding
Afghanistan is the reason he should be impeached.
This is honestly comical corning from her.
Miller consistently voiced her support for
forrnef U.S. President Donald Trump, never
conJb idering how disgraceful his actions
were throughout his presidency.
Miller made no comments when Trump
made the United States a laughingstock across
the
world. He made a mockery of our democracy while Miller sat back and praised him for
it and for
not conforming to the liberals (whatever
that means).
We at The Daily Eastern News would like
to clearly state that Miller's blatant hypocrisy is
appalling. She is representing District 15
poorly by wasting time and resources on a
ry.ove that so clearly holds no weight.
She is focused so heavily on making a name
for herself in national politics that she has
forgotten she still has a district to represent.
Perhaps as we edge closer to a year of her
being in office, we will start to see her spending less
time pandering to the Republican party
and looking for things to blow out of proportion to fire
up her supporters and more time finding
ways to better help her constituents.
If we were to offer up some suggestions, we
would recommend encouraging constituents
to actually wear masks and start getting vaccinated so they don't die before she runs for reelection.

e maJority opinion o
he Daily Eastern News.

Letters to the Editor
Those interested can inquire at opinions.
DEN@gmail.com for all opinion questions,
submissions and letters to the editor.
Please allow a week for us to publish letters to the editor.
The Editor:.reserves the right to not publish
letters. Letters that are 250 words or less
will be prioritized, but longer ones will be
considered by the editorial board.
Please include your name and phone number to verify letters.
For more information please call
217-581-2812.

We're Hiring!
We have openings for those who enjoy:
Photography
Editing
Design
Opinions
Call 581-2812 for more information.

....--...._
BY ROB LE CATES

Should we all become 'half-maskers' now?
The COVID-19 pandemic has made life challenging for Americans. Fortunately, this year has
seen a tremendous number of people receiving their
vaccinations. Not only do they reduce the chances
of catching the coronavirus, but it also reduces the
symptoms if you do transmit the virus. But still, nobody wants to get sick in the first place. That is why
we wear masks to protea us.
However, when amid a pandemic, people still neglea the masking policy, regardless of the risks they
are taking. By neglea, I not only mean not putting
masks on indoors at all hours, but also my biggest
pet peeve of all is people wearing masks under their
noses, or what I like to refer to as is "half-maskers."
As I walk through buildings around campus, I am
eager to see old friends and familiar faces, but the faces I am not so enthused about, are the ones that have
their noses showing.
According to the State of Illinois Coronavirus Response, COVID-19 is spread, "Through respiratory
droplets produced when an infeaed person coughs
or sneezes." When inhaled, those droplets move directly into the lungs, therefore causing repertory
complications.
So, what does that mean? It means that when
your nose is left uncovered, you are prone to inhal-

Ethan Schobernd
ing the virus. The goal of wearing masks is to reduce
contact with the disease, but the whole purpose is
completely contradicted if the face is not fully covered.
How can such a simple task be so difficult to follow? I still cannot find a viable answer to this question. Do people wish to play devil's advoqte to see
what happens? Who knows, but I personally would
not like to play that sort of game.
To add even more caution, people who are vaccinated are still at risk of contraaing COVID-19. The
vaccines are not meant to make you fully immune
to the virus but are created to help people's bodies
fight it off.

Millions of coronavirus cases have been reported
in the United States. So, how can we stop this ongoing pandemic? First, wear your mask properly! I realize it can be annoying or seems like a bother, but
they truly do help. Second, ifyou are not vaccinated,
then you should get the vaccine as soon as you can.
And finally, just play it safe and reduce the amount
of people you have encounters with.
I.know eveffi,i ~ opened up a lot more on
campus since last year, but if we don't wise up and
socialize safely, we will be back to being shut down
again. Parties and games are a part of the college experience and is something that we should all enjoy,
but we are all adults and need to be responsible for
our actions and activities.
I want everyone to have fun this year and we are
all here to get through school to move on to the next
chapter in our lives. But just remember, one person's
refusal to mask-up properly could ruin everyone
else's experiences as well. Let's all do our parts as productive citizens and wear our masks properly because
the smallest things can make the biggest difference.
Ethan Schobernd is a sophomore journalism
major. He can be reached at 581-2812 or at
ejschobernd@eiu.edu.

Americans should broaden their movie horizons
American movie audiences do not like to
read.
This was proven once again recently with
the an,nouncernent that the popular South
Korean zombie movie "Train to Busan" will
be getting an American remake. Many fans
of the original are skeptical, and rightfully so.
There is a long history of mediocre American remakes of great foreign films. Great
filmmakers can pull off remakes, like Martin Scorsese when he remade the Hong Kong
film "Infernal Affairs" into "The Departed,"
a film which won the legendary director his
first Oscar.
But more often than not, the remakes
cheapen the originals.
I took a class over the summer where we
studied foreign films, their cultural influences and compared some of them with American versions.
Through this class, I was introduced to a
pair of truly excellent foreign films and their
remakes that were wholly disappointing.
The first was a Dutch film called "The
Vanishing" from 1988. This is an expertly
told thriller with a truly chilling and unforgettable ending. It was then remade in 1993,

Adam Tumino
by the same director, for American audiences
with the same title.
All the creativity of the original was totally
absent in the remake. There was some symbolism in the original that was apparently
deemed too complex for American audiences,
so it was removed, and the entire movie was
dumbed down throughout.
Another foreign film I really enjoyed was
an Argentinean film called "El secreto de sus
ojos," or "The Secret in Their Eyes," that immediately become one of my favorite movies . .
It follows an investigator who is trying to
solve a brutal murder of a young woman,
while also trying to navigate feelings he has

for a superior at work. The plot is intricate
and not spelled out through dialogue, leaving
the audience to try to interpret the behavior
of the characters. It leads to a climax so impactful that every hair on my body stood on
end once I realized what was happening.
It also features an astonishing sequence at
a soccer match that is filmed as a single, unbroken shot that is one of the best exercises
in cinematography I have ever seen.
The 2015 remake called "Secret in Their
Eyes" dropped the "The" from the title and
also ieft behind any shred of creativity that
the original possessed.
The plot changes felt arbitrary and a sequence at a baseball game that is supposed to
evoke the soccer stadium scene in the original falls completely flat.
There should be no need to remake foreign films.
American audiences are more than capable
of reading subtitles, and if they refuse, they
risk missing out on many great movies.
Adam Tumino is a senior journalism major. He
can be reached at 581-2812 or at ajtumino@
eiu.edu.
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Panthers go 0-1-1 in weekend matches
By Nick Bays
Women's Soccer Reporter I@DEN_Sports
The Eastern women's soccer
team came to a 0-0 draw on Friday against Purdue Fort Wayne before losing 5-0 against Wisconsin on
Sunday. However, while the results
weren't the wins Eastern was looking for, head coach Jake Plant said
he saw both games as valuable learning opportunities for the team.
"It was two rough trips, which
we knew they would be," Plant said.
"They were two different challenges, and we learned a lot about ourselves."
Eastern's offensive output was not
as prolific over the two matches as
it was in previous contests. Against
Purdue Fort Wayne, the team had
seven shots, with three on goal.
Against a tough Big Ten opponent
in Wisconsin, the Panthers managed
just 1 shot, which was not on goal.
This contrasts with earlier performances this year. Eastern have nine
shots in their season opener against
Indiana State, including a goal from
forward Zenaya Barnes. The Panthers lost the match 3-1.
They then had fifteen shots in
their second match against Illinois
Springfield, which included two
goals from Nicoletta Anuci and a
goat from Michaela Danyo in a 3-0
win over the Prairie Stars.
The match against Illinois Springfield was the first career shutout for
goalkeeper Faith Davies, who then
got a_!loth£_r_clean s~eet against p~raue Fort Wayne with a career-high
10 saves.
Regardless of the shot output,
though, Plant said he still found
positive aspects from the team's perfori;na.nces. •, ,., , , .
"Friday, we saw how well the
team can fight and grind out a shut
out in the road which is great. Sunday, we matched up against a top 25
opponent and they really showed us

ADAM TUMINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Eesierr !iPRhAll)Ofe fP,r-,vard ~errc1 Pjfano (l~ft) battles an Indiana State player for possession in a match on A~g. 19 at Lakeside Field. Pizano recorded a shot in
the match, which Eastern lost 3-1.

and exposed a few things."
Earlier this season, Plant emphasized he wanted the team to develop,
and he kept that mindset regarding
this previous weekend.
"The mindset is to grow, and this
week, we will be back to work as a
group and be ready for the weekend," he said.

This week, Eastern plays Chicago State on Friday at home and will
travel to play Cincinnati on Sunday.
These teams have opposite offensive
production that Eastern will want
to keep in mind when preparing for
their matches.
Chicago State has averaged only
5.5 shots per game this season with

only one goal so far. However, their
shot on goal percentage is at 63.6
percent. While they may not put on
an offensive barrage, they have been
sending in accurate shots towards
the goal when they get the chance.
For Cincinnati, they are a stark
contrast offensively to Chicago
State. So far, their shot on goal per-

centage is only 29.8 percent. This
is also a team, though, that averages over eleven shots a game. Not to
mention, they have five goals on the
season, one more than Eastern so
far.

Nick Bays can be reached at 587-2872
or ntbays@eiu.edu.

bvC volleyball teams coming off weekend openers
By Adam Tumino
Sports Editor I@adam_tumino
Of the 10 volleyball teams in the
OVC, nine have officially begun their
seasons.
Belmont has yet to play a match,
, but the rest of the conference played
two or three matches over the weekend. A pair of teams, Eastern and
Southeast Missouri, are sitting atop the
very-early standings at 3-0.
The Panthers got their three wins
against IUPUI, Bellarmine and Chicago State in the EIU Panthers Invitational, winning the matches 3-0, 3-2
and 3-2 respectively.
Eastern is the only team in the conference to open its season at home.
The Redhawks also swept an invitational, beating De Paul, Bradley and
Central Michigan in the CEFCU Invitational hosted by Bradley.
Tennessee State is also unbeaten at
2-0 with wins coming against Alcorn
State and New Orleans.
Murray State is the fourth and final
OVC team with a record over .500 to
begin the season. The Racers played in
the Mercer Bear Classic, beating New
Hampshire and Stetson 3-1 before falling 3-2 against host Mercer.
Rounding out the standings is Tennessee Tech at 1-1, Austin Peay, Morehead State and Southern Illinois-Edwardsville at 1-2 and Tennessee Mar-

tin at 0-3.
Tennessee State is leading the con, ference so far in hitting percentage
(.255) and assists per set (14.14) while
Murray State is leading with 14.92
kills per set.
Southeast Missouri leads the OVC
in both blocks per set (3.64) and digs
per set (23.45).
Eastern ranks third in hitting percentage (.240) and opponents hitting
percentage (.159), fourth in kills per
set (12.73) and assists per set (12.27)
and leads the conference with 2.36 service aces per set.
Murray State freshman outside hitter Brooke Watts leads the conference
with 5 .31 kills per set, 1. 15 higher
than the second-ranked player.
Watts was named the OVC Offensive Player of the Week and Newcomer of the Week for her opening performances.
Eastern outside hitter Danielle Allen ranks eighth in that category with
3.55 kills per set. Allen's teammate
Christina Martinez Mundo ranks fifth
in the OVC in digs per set with 4.64.
Leading the conference in that category is Southeast Missouri's Tara Beilsmith with 7.64 digs per set.
Beilsmith was. named the OVC Defensive Player of the Week.

ons

ADAM TUMINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.

Eastern setter Summer Smith (left) sets up middle hitter Kameryn Sillmon for a kill attempt against IUPUI Aug. 27 in
Lantz Arena. Smith had 25 assists in the match, which Eastern won 3-0.

