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Classic reboot picks up
where original left off

SETH SCHROEDER | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Members of the Energizing Emerging Entrepreneurs Camp compete in a team-building exercise where they have
to synchronize steps while racing on Monday at the Campus Pond. The campers had a chance to win money
Wednesday by giving formal business presentations on theoretical products they had developed.

E3 teaches about business

Students compete
to present their
business ideas

By Seth Schroeder
News Editor

High school students visiting East-
ern for the Energizing Emerging En-
trepreneurs camp this week had a
chance to win $100 for a business
presentation they develop.

E3 was sponsored by the Business
Solution Center at Eastern as well as
several local businesses. The campers
arrived Sunday and participated in
various activities until they gave their
presentations Wednesday.

Jeanne Dau, the camp’s direc-
tor and director of the Business So-
lution Center, said the presentations
are similar to the TV show “Shark
Tank,” where different teams compete
to earn funding from entrepreneurial
judges.

“The whole premise is if you have
$100,000, what business would you
start,” Dau said.

She said the winning team’s stu-
dents each received $100.

Dalton Painter, a 14-year-old from
Newton, and Sarah Locke, a 16-year-
old from Strasburg, said their team’s
product was transition glass for win-
dows in buildings.

They said the windows would be
like transition sunglasses, turning
dark in the presence of bright light
and clearer with minimal light.

Locke said the windows would
help conserve energy by keeping
houses cooler in the summer and
warmer in the winter.

Painter said he came up with the
idea while staring at the blinds in the
room.

“I thought, "Why not get rid of the
blinds?"” he said.

Both Painter and Locke said they
had siblings attend the camp in pre-
vious years and that the camp sound-
ed like fun.

“It’s been a whole lot of fun so far,”
Painter said.

Dau said the campers participate in
numerous games and activities in or-
der for them to learn through doing.

“It’s not all about business,” Dau

said. “It’s about creativity, problem-
solving and passions.”

She said the camp also has several
regional entrepreneurs visit to speak
to the campers. Sunday’s speakers
were open to the public and includ-
ed Jack Schultz, CEO of Agracel, and
David Orr of fruper.com.

Locke said she found the speakers
to be very inspiring.

Dau said some Eastern faculty also
gives talks on the entrepreneurial ac-
tivities they are involved in.

She said the theme this year was to
be interdependent and to show those
participating that they do not have to
do everything on their own to be suc-
cessful.

Dau said she has seen many stu-
dents participating in the camp
come back to Eastern. She said the
new business education options have
helped recruit students from the
camp.

“It’s a good pipeline into the entre-
prencurship minor,” she said.

Seth Schroeder can
be reached at 581-2812
or scschroeder2@eiu.edu.
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Track construction
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BOT to vote
on FY ’13 budget

By Seth Schroeder
News Editor

Members of the Board of Trust-
ees will meet to approve the budget
for Eastern’s Fiscal Year "13 during
their meeting 1 p.m. Monday in the
Grand Ballroom of the Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. University Union.

The proposed budget would al-
locate around $16 million of feder-
al financial aid to students. About
$400,000 less would be allocated
than in FY ’12.

Jerry Donna, director of the fi-
nancial aid office, said despite the
decrease in aid there will not be a
smaller percentage of students re-
ceiving access to funds.

“As our enrollment drops, we
can’t pull in as much money for fed-
eral aid,” Donna said. “There are
less people accessing those funds.”

Donna said this does not reflect
the institution’s attitude to giving
aid to students. The administra-
tion has expressed a greater desire to
help students and put more funds
in aid, he said.

Donna said funding situations
are going to get better for incoming
students as there is a recent push to
give out merit scholarships to them.

“This is something we need to
do,” Donna said. “It’s the right
thing to do. The administration rec-
ognizes it’s a time where more stu-
dents need (aid) in order to go to
school.”

During their meeting, the board
will also vote on potentially adding
a Master of Sciences in sustainable
energy degree.

Ryan Siegel, campus energy and

sustainability coordinator, said the
degree would be a part of a new,
versatile curriculum.

“We’re expecting a very broad
student base,” Siegel said. “Wheth-
er that be philosophy to psycholo-
gy, or be it physics to chemistry, or
even the arts.”

He said the program would be
cross-curricular with 10 or more de-
partments involved. Through the
program, he said students could
study different renewable energy
sources, the science of energy con-
version, the entrepreneurship and
economic aspects of renewable en-
ergy, as well as several other fields.

Siegel said students will have
some flexibility in the program
based on their interests so they can
better use their chosen skill set in
the field of renewable energy.

He said the program would in-
clude not only classes but potential-
ly an internship and job-shadowing
at the Renewable Energy Center as
well.

At the meeting the board will also:

*Discuss labor agreements

*Vote to approve the contract of

Lee Buchanan, the new women’s

head basketball coach

*Review internal auditing charter

revisions

*Discuss the building location of

the new Center for Clean Energy

Research and Education

*Revise the Tarble Arts Center code

of ethics

*Review the 2013 board meeting

calendar

Seth Schroeder can
be reached at 581-2812
or scschroeder2@eiu.edu.

CITY

Ike's getting facelift

By Marcus Smith
Online Editor

Andrew Phipps, new owner of
Tke’s, 409 Lincoln Ave., said he is
renovating and cleaning the bar to
keep the feel of the atmosphere.

“It was in pretty beat-up shape
and just needed some care,” Phipps
said.

He said he is going to keep the
old floor plan. Phipps said he plans
to replace booths, fix and repaint
the walls, place new tile and do var-
ious other small projects.

He said his father and broth-
ers are doing the work, which be-
gan June 1, and they are hoping to
reopen in time for the Red, White
and Blue Days.

“We've been just slowly grinding
away and getting everything done
step-by-step,” Phipps said. “I've
been there almost everyday.”

Phipps said he started out man-
aging lke's before buying it, and
he is looking forward to the expe-
rience.

He said he hopes to be open
through the Fourth of July week, as
well as the weekends for the rest of
the summer.

“I plan on having an event in
the fall to kind of open for the new
management and to get the East-
ern students to come back,” Phipps
said.

He said he is looking forward to
reopening Ike's.

“I'm just excited, I hope the stu-
dents come back in the fall and en-
joy the changes and bring the kind
of atmosphere that Ike's has had
this last year.”

Marcus Smith can
be reached at 581-2812
or masmith6@eiu.edu.
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CORRECTION

In the photo for the article "BOT discusses
new challenges for Eastern" in the June 19 edi-
tion of 7he Daily Eastern News, William Weber's
position at Eastern was incorrect. He is the vice
president for business affairs.

The News regrets this error.
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TIM DETERS | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Charleston residents Curtis Uphoff and his grandfather, Ron Uphoff, arrange sweet corn cobs in the back of their pickup truck Wednesday at
the farmers market on the square in Charleston. The men grow the sweet corn north of Fairgrange and have been selling their crops at the
farmers market for 16 years. The farmers market began June 6 and takes place from 6 to 10:30 a.m. every Wednesday until Oct. 10.

SUMMER CAMPS

Girls State teaches 1importance
of relationships, diversity

By John Downen
Opinions Editor

When Colleen Staudenmaier first
came to Charleston, she did not ex-
pect to run for state governor.

The Illinois American Legion
Auxiliary Girls State program at
Eastern gives high school students
a chance to participate in a week of
mock state government.

Staudenmaier, a senior at Mount
Zion High School, applied for the
program after her high school coun-
selor suggested she participate.

Three days after arriving on East-
ern’s campus, Staudenmaier was al-
ready amid a campaign for the pro-
gram’s gubernatorial position.

“When I first came here, I want-
ed to be a top position,” Staudenmai-
er said. “My city completely support-
ed me and really helped me.”

The 410 girls participating in this
year’s Girls State are divided into
smaller groups called “counties,”
Staudenmaier .

For the larger government roles, a
candidate must have 10 people from
their county sign a petition, as well as
another 15 people from outside their
county.

Candidates must complete their
petition in four hours, and because
all participants can only vote once,
Staudenmaier said finding signatures
is sometimes difficult.

“I just stood outside the dining
hall and asked people to sign my pe-
tition, although it was difficult be-
cause a lot of people had already vot-
ed or promised to vote for someone

else,” Staudenmaier said.

She said the first person to turn
in their petition is rewarded with the
top spot on the ballot.

Staudenmaier won Wednes-
day’s primary elections, beating out
around nine other candidates, she
said.

She said she hopes to win the fi-
nal election.

By winning the program’s gov-
ernor spot, Staudenmaier said she
hopes to learn how state and local
governments operate from an inter-
active point of view.

She also said that the governor, as
well as two party leaders, is allowed
to attend Girls State the following
year, which she said would be excit-
ing.

Staudenmaier said she plans to use
her experience at Girls State at an Air
Force Academy in Colorado Spring,
where she said she plans to study en-
gineering and hopefully fly planes.

“Eighty percent of people who
come here get into military acade-
mies,” she said. “This program is a
great way to understand how govern-
ment works.”

Celeste Aguzino, a senior from
Downers Grove, agreed with
Staudenmaier’s claim.

“The program has really taught
me the power of relationships,”
Aguzino said.

Still in high school, Aguzino has
already participated in a variety of
government agencies, including a
jury for juvenile defenders and the
Downer’s Grove’s Village Commis-
sion for Transit Parking, of which she

JOHN DOWNEN | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Colleen Staudenmaier and Celeste Aguzino pose with the Girls State
banner. Aguzino is running for the program's Secretary of State spot,
and Staudemaier is campaigning to be governor their election will be
this evening.

is a voting member.

Aguzino is currently campaigning
for the program’s secretary of state
role and hopes to translate her expe-
riences at Girls State into the politi-
cal realm.

“I always enjoyed political science
and history, and it’s very interesting
to come here and apply the skills I've
learned in school,” Aguzino said.

She said she hopes to pursue a lib-
eral arts degree, possibly in politi-
cal science or pre-law, from George
Washington University after gradu-
ation.

Both Aguzino and Staudenma-
ier agreed the program has taught
them valuable lessons and said their
abilities to network have greatly im-
proved over the last few days.

Staudenmaier said the biggest les-

son learned thus far has been the im-
portance of being relevant among
your community, as well as always
trying to make new relationships.

Aguzino agreed that being well
known is important in politics, but
said the camp has taught her a lot
about people.

“I think the biggest thing I
learned was about diffusing stereo-
types,” Aguzino said.

“Even though people are diverse,
people really are similar,” she said.
“Wee all have similar interests and ex-
periences, and that’s what I've really
taken away from the program.”

John Downen can
be reached at 581-7942
or DENopinions@gmail.com.
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get a taste of college life.

TENICHA HUDSON | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Students participating in the Summer Institute for Higher Learning program study Wednesday in Booth Library.
The students are all recent high school graduates who will live on campus during the length of the program to

Program gives opportunity
to high school graduates

By Tenicha Hudson
Staff Reporter

Summer Institute for Higher Learn-
ing kicked off Monday for high school
graduates wanting to pursue their col-
lege career at Eastern for the fall.

The five-week program allows 53
high school students who have already
applied to Eastern but have to take
courses that will determine if they will
be admitted the Fall 2012 semester. The
students were accepted into the pro-
gram by the admissions office based on
their ACT score, GPA and ACT writ-
ing score.

Taisha Mikell, program director, said
the program is a bridge that gives stu-
dents who just missed the requirements
the opportunity to attend Eastern.

The students are taking two cours-
es, six credit hours, this summer that
will count towards their credits for the
school year if they are admitted.

“All the students are required to take
the English 1001 course. Half of the
students are taking Cultural Geogra-
phy 1100, and the other half are taking
Introductory to Sociology 1838,” said
Merry Lucas, assistant program coordi-
nator of the program.

Students have the choice to take the

intro of the geography or the cultural
geography courses.

While the program will help stu-
dents, there are requirements that stu-
dents must meet.

“In order to be accepted into Eastern,
the students must maintain a 2.5 GPA,
and I believe the students are going to
maintain that,” Lucas said.

Jeff Cross, associate vice president for
academic affairs, came up with the idea,
Mikell said.

“This program has been in the works
for a few years. A variety of offices, in-
cluding the student success center, came
together to start the program,” Lucas
said.

Students are living in Andrews Hall,
where their day starts at 9 a.m. and ends
at 8:30 p.m. The peer learning assistants
are there to help them every step of the
way.

There are five undergraduate peer
learning assistance that go to class with
the students. They also help the students
find resources, Lucas said.

The peer learning assistants are in
class with the students, helping them
with student success courses and semi-
nar classes.

Jesseca Rhymes, a senior psychology
major, said the peer learning assistants

help with supplemental instructions
such as note taking and test taking skills.
So, during study tables if the students
need help they are able to receive help
from the assistants because they know
the information as well.

'The peer learning assistance are also
for the students when having personal
problems. In the fall, the five undergrad-
uates will become their mentors, help-
ing them with their first year of college.

“The most important thing is teach-
ing them the difference between high
school and college by helping them to
adjust to college,” Rhymes said.

Students moved in on Sunday, when
they had orientation, and will be here
until July 21. Classes started Tuesday.
They do have to pay room and board
as well as tuition for the classes they are
taking.

Mario McCart, a senior sociology
major, said the program is a real way to
help students succeed.

“This program is giving students
a chance who were not admitted in
schools that they have applied to,” said
McCart.

Tenicha Hudson can
be reached at 581-2812
or tshudson@eiu.edu.

CITY

Douglas Hart to host
photography workshop

By Seth Schroeder
News Editor

Photographers of all ages will get
the chance to practice their skills or
learn the basics of taking pictures
Friday.

Robert Wiseman, award-win-
ning photographer and professor of
library services at Eastern, will be
teaching a workshop on photogra-
phy starting at 9 a.m. at the Doug-
las Hart Nature Center, 2204 Dewitt
Ave. E., Mattoon.

Wiseman said he plans to work
with those attending individual-
ly. He said he will go over the basics
of using a camera, give those attend-
ing a chance to take pictures at the
center and then go over the pictures
they took.

“It will be a fun kind of thing,
nothing complicated,” Wiseman
said. “It will be hopefully simple and
interesting for those who attend.”

Recently Wiseman had two pho-
tos accepted and one photo honored
at the Central Illinois Camera Clubs
Association.

He said he has been involved with
photography all his life.

“I've practically done everything
in photography,” Wiseman said.

He said he is interested to meet
those who have signed up for the
workshop and plans to tailor things
to their interests. He said he finds
there are always people in a commu-
nity interested in photography.

“I want people to use their cam-
eras as sort of a fun day,” Wiseman
said.

Jennifer Tariq, the education di-
rector at Douglas Hart, said the cen-
ter has had workshops before, but
this is the first time they have had
Wiseman visit.

She said the workshop will con-
sist of both classroom work and field
work. Participants will take mac-
ro, or close-up, shots and landscape
photos, she said.

Tariq said the workshop will be
open to adults and children, though
the employees of the center prefer
if children are accompanied by an
adult. She said the workshop is ex-
pected to end around noon.

Wiseman said there are currently

five people signed up for the work-
shop. Tariq said they expect more
and there are still spots open. Since
they want Wiseman to work with
participants individually they do not
want to sign up too many people.

“We don’t like big crowds,” Tariq
said.

She said during the end of the
workshop, participants will down-
load their photos and share them
with each other.

“They’ll go over what worked and
what didn’t work,” Tariq said.

Wiseman said he will bring his
computer, printer and other neces-
sary equipment for the workshop.
He said participants will likely get
the chance to make prints of the bet-
ter photos they have taken.

He said since the workshop is
aimed at being simple and straight-
forward, participants do not need an
expensive camera.

“Most people have simple cam-
eras, which will work just fine for
what I have planned,” Wiseman said.
“My camera equipment is probably
overkill for 99 percent of the peo-
ple, I suppose. Whatever they have
that works for them, that’s what they
need to have.”

Wiseman said running a work-
shop is not something he has done
before, though he has wanted to do
it for a long time. He said he is glad
to be able to do it this summer.

“Summertime is a nice time be-
cause there are so many things to
take pictures of,” Wiseman said. “It’s
a better time, more possibilities and
such.”

He said the nature center is also
an excellent place to take photos of.

“It’s quite nice,” Wiseman said.
“People should really take advantage
of it.”

Registration for the workshop
costs $5 and proceeds go to help
fund the Douglas Hart Nature Cen-
ter. Wiseman said he will try and
find a place for anyone without the
money to register.

Those interested can call the cen-
ter at 217-235-4644.

Seth Schroeder can
be reached at 581-2812
or scschroeder2@eiu.edu.

CITY

Council votes to close streets for Fourth celebrations

By Marcus Smith
Online Editor

The Charleston City Council on
Tuesday voted to close several streets
for Independence Day celebrations
and approved the purchase of a new
sewer jet truck for the city.

'The council also approved a perma-
nent easement to lay a water service
line and voted to grant tourism funds
for upcoming events.

The council voted unanimously to
approve a raffle license and street clos-
ings for Red, White and Blue Days
and Habitat for Humanity's Four on
the Fourth Foot Race:

July 3-4, 6 a.m.-6 p.m.
ePierce Avenue from Division
Street to Second Street
*Division Street from Pierce
Avenue to Lincoln Avenue

July 4, 7-11 a.m.

First Street from Polk Avenue to
Pierce Avenue

July 4, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

*Polk Avenue from Sixth Street to

Seventh Street

*Monroe Avenue from Sixth Street

to Seventh Street

eJackson Avenue from Sixth Street

to Seventh Street

eSeventh Street from Jackson to

Avenue to Monroe Avenue

eSixth Street from Monroe Avenue

to Polk Avenue

Division Street from Polk Avenue

to Grant Avenue

The council also voted to ap-
prove the purchase of a new sew-
er jet truck from Vac-Con. Mayor
John Inyart said the truck will bet-
ter suit the needs of Charleston.

Inyart said the truck is used to
clear gutted pipes through the use
of suction or high-powered water

blasts. The truck can also be used
to cut roots that might obstruct the
city’s pipelines, he said.

Inyart said the city is getting
$45,000 trade-in value for the old
sewer jet truck and the new one
will cost $252,000, which will be
financed locally at around 3 per-
cent interest.

He said council members looked
at two trucks with two different
companies before deciding on the
Van-Con sewer jet truck.

“I think we have determined that
many of these features are going to
be advantageous to the operators as
well as extend the life of the equip-
ment,” Inyart said.

The council also approved an
easement costing $655,000 to pay
residents for the use of their prop-
erty on Kimberly Drive to lay the
water service line.

The water service line will run to

the VFW Park, 1821 20th St.

The council also approved a raf-
fle license for the Brian Wilkerson
Charity Fund Spirit Run June 23 at
Lefty's Holler. The charity will be
raising funds to buy awnings for lo-
cal athletics.

The council also voted to ap-
prove two expenditures from the
tourism funds: $650 for the East
Central Antique Farm Equipment
Show July 20-22 and $400 for the
Coles County Airport Airshow
Aug. 25.

“The sole purpose of that fund
(tourism fund) is to promote more
overnight stays in Charleston,” In-
yart said.

The tourism fund is funded
through taxes on hotel room stays.

Marcus Smith can
be reached at 581-2812
or masmith6@eiu.edu.

Street Closures

July 3-4, 6 a.m.-6 p.m.
-Pierce Avenue from Division
Street to Second Street
-Division Street from Pierce
Avenue to Lincoln Avenue

July 4,7-11 a.m.
<First Street from Polk Avenue to
Pierce Avenue

July 4,11 a.m.-3 p.m.

-Polk Avenue from Sixth Street to
Seventh Street

-Monroe Avenue from Sixth Street
to Seventh Street

-Jackson Avenue from Sixth to
Seventh Street

-Seventh Street from Jackson
Avenue to Monroe Avenue

-Sixth Street from Monroe Avenue
to Polk Avenue

<Division Street from Polk Avenue
to Grant Avenue
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Online courses
not threats to
true education

Of all the inventions, wars and historical
turning points, finding one definitive accom-
plishment of the 20th century proves to be a dif-
ficult task.

One could point to the invention of the
automobile, or the forming of the United
Nations.

Hitler’s Nazi Germany irreparably changed
the world, as did countless other people ideas.

However, despite the many great advance-
ments of the 20th century, one could very well
argue that the crowning achievement of the last
hundred years is an intangible asset.

The evolution of the Internet has played a
large role in the globalization of economics, pol-
itics and familiarization.

While it would be asinine to argue against
the countless advantages of the Internet, that
does not mean that every second of life need be
put online.

With that being said, the news that compa-
nies like Udacity, who offer free enrollment to
collegiate-level courses, detracting students from
actual college campuses seems preposterous.

Granted, there are a handful of advantages
of holding classes online. For many, the conve-
nience of online classes works to the advantage
of their often-busy schedules, and considering
the weak economic state of the country at the
moment, online classes seem a cheap alternative.

It would be unfair to argue that all online
courses are ineffective. There are many advantag-
es of using the Internet as a tool for education.

However, companies like Udacity are not,
nor will they ever be, as effective in educating
students as actual campus classes.

Real education and intellectualism is not
enhanced through a computer screen, nor can it
flourish without sincere and diverse discussion
and debate.

Relegating education to an online discus-
sion group may help a student earn credit hours,
or offer them some basic insight on a subject.
However, it does little to enhance critical think-
ing skills or unique thought.

William Weber, Eastern’s vice president for
business affairs, recently stated that companies
like Udacity are “turning the tuition model on
its head.”

According to Weber, courses offered by Udac-
ity can sometimes enroll up to 160,000 students
per class, all at no expense. This, he said, creates
significant competition for universities around
the country.

Unfortunately for most universities, techno-
logical advances in the last century have signifi-
cantly changed their business models. However,
online classes lack the most important and cru-
cial aspects of the college experience—experi-
ence itself.

True learning does not come from textbooks
and Google searches, but from discussion and
examination. Students can learn some basic the-
ories and perspectives through online classes,
but at the end of the day, their ideas will remain
unchallenged and consequently stagnant.

Eastern should be worried about the effect of
online companies like Udacity, but only to a cer-
tain degree—real students possessing true integ-
rity would never relegate their learning to a lap-
top and a textbook, and if universities can retain
those people, online classes pose little threat.
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Everything was political and nothing hurt

My dad once told me that “everything is
political.”

Quite young and quite naive, this claim
didn’t sit well with me.

However, as my knowledge of politics
evolved past blind faith in Jon Stewart and an
occasional reading of 7he New York Times, my
dad’s words struck me with serious pessimism.
Faith in politics seemed a pointless venture—
government serves its own interests, not those
of the people.

Having slowly cultivated my father’s mind-
set, President Obama’s new immigration poli-
cy left a sour taste in my mouth.

The policy allows illegal immigrants under
30 to work in the U.S. without fear of depor-
tation, provided they were brought here be-
fore the age of 16, have clean criminal records,
are enrolled in/have completed high school or
have served in the military.

While I agreed with the policy, I was still
saddened by what seemed a purely political
move.

The policy gave optimism for 800,000 peo-
ple, yet still seemed another futile attempt to
grab votes come November.

However, after scrutinizing the actual ram-
ifications of Obama’s policy, my quest for po-
litical integrity found some much-needed sil-
ver lining.

Come November, roughly eight states
will decide who our president is, and while
Obama’s move seems political, it realistically
gives him little advantage.

The assumption is that these swing-states
can be taken through the Latino vote, and that
by showing sympathy to illegal immigrants,
Obama can cruise to another term.

FROM THE EASEL

John Downen |

This is simply not the case.

In the 2008 election, the influence of the
Latino vote in swing states was dismal. Of the
eight current swing states, Latino voters ac-
counted for an average 3 percent of each state’s
total polling.

In 2008, one-third of that 3 percent vot-
ed for John McCain, indicating that appeal
to Latino voters is not absolutely necessary to
winning a state.

In fact, the two states considered “tipping
points” this year have less than average Latino
voter turnout, and while these votes do matter,
they don’t drastically alter the state’s final vote.

“But what if Obama is trying to motivate
other Latinos to go and vote for him?”

In the last election, 68 percent of Latino
voters saw immigration policy as “very impor-
tant.”

While that number seems high, roughly
one-third of Latinos still voted Republican.

These numbers imply that while immigra-
tion is important to the Latino population, it’s
hardly the crux of their voting patterns.

Ultimately, Obama’s policy may bring one
or two more voters to the polls, but it proba-
bly won't affect current trends.

If this policy was indeed only political, then

we can assume one of the following:

Either the Obama campaign can’t access
basic PEW Research data, or they are severe-
ly misinformed on their standing with Latino
voters. Obama fan or not, itd be hard to argue
for such incompetency.

The fact remains that this policy helps the
country more than it does the President.

Don’t agree with me? Let’s ask the staunch-
est of the Republican base:

Bill Kristol: “It’s the right thing to do, ac-
tually.”

Joe Trippi: “The policy’s the right one.”

Karl Rove: “Relatively narrow, but com-
passionate policy.” (Didn’t see that coming did
you?)

Yes, this policy is a short-term fix to a much
larger problem.

Yes, it could possibly (although not likely)
help grab Latino votes.

Yes, its timing was convenient for Obama’s
campaign.

But no, it won’t be a “game-changer” come
November.

Label this move a “political act” until your
face turns blue, but the general consensus
seems to favor it. Either way, sensible poli-
cy has finally emerged from Washington, and
that alone is worth celebrating.

As for my dad’s words of wisdom, T still
stand by them.

However, while everything s political, that
doesn’t mean everything is bad.

John Downen can be reached at 581-7942
or at DENopinions@gmail.com

THIS SMELLY MAN GOT HIS DEGREE ONLINE.

DON'T YOU WANT TO BE LIKE HIM?

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

SETH SCHROEDER | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Disagreements blown out of proportion

During the 1950s Joseph McCarthy, a
World War Il veteran and a senator from
Wisconsin, from his Senate Committee vig-
orously investigated individuals in search of
their possible Communist affiliation.

Some might say he and others were “find-
ing” Communists under every rock.

In today’s post 1960s America, disagree-
ments and conflicts emerge among the dif-
ferent races in America.

If we are to “get along,” then we need to

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any time on any topic to the Opinions

Editor to be published in The Daily Eastern News.

The DEN's policy is to run all letters that are not libelous or potentially harmful.

They must be less than 250 words.

cease finding a racist under every rock, as
some seem to be doing.

This is especially important in a presiden-
tial election year when one of the candidates
is of African descent.

Disagreements between the can-
didates over public policy are just
that,disagreements.

People who support certain public poli-
cies do so from the conviction that they are
better for Americans as a whole, that the

Buzzard Hall.

people both today and tomorrow are better
served this way and not that way.

By looking for racists where there are
none we are distracted, overlooking the real
issues about the economy,spending, and tax-
es.

Very truly yours,

Leonidas H. Miller

Letters to the editor can be brought in with identification to The DEN at 1811

Letters may also be submitted electronically from the author’s EIU e-mail address

to DENopinions@gmail.com.
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Movie Review

J ohn \Downen

‘That’s My Boy’
somehow funny

Still recuperating from his most recent big screen di-
saster “Jack and Jill,” “That’s My Boy,” seems another
futile actempt by Adam Sandler to reclaim his long-lost
respect and credibility.

I have to say [ was hesitant to see the film, and for
good reason.

It seems that Sandler has lost touch with the come-
dic base of his early career, choosing to resort to crude
humor as a means of staying relevant.

“That’s My Boy,” also starring Andy Samberg, re-
ceived mostly gloomy reviews, making a dismal $13
million in its opening weekend (to put that in perspec-
tive, “Jack and Jill” made $25 million.)

For the most part, however, Sandler fans seem to
disagree with the critics, rating it significantly higher
than most professional reviews.

Both respective camps are justified in their claims,
though.

“That’s My Boy” is a testament to the recent down-
fall of Sandler’s career, playing on immature and physi-
cal humor to generate cheap laughs.

The film’s plot is predictable, to say the least.

The stereotypical Bostonian accent which Sandler
carries throughout the film only draws attention from
other characters, and seems a new low in his quest for
comedic originality.

The constant barrage of cameos takes away from the
plot’s credibility, ultimately resorting to forced laughs
and unoriginal characters.

However, at the end of the day, cheap laughs are
laughs nonetheless.

While critics may point to the array of the film’s
glaring flaws, it still succeeds in its main purpose: en-
tertainment.

Sandler’s accent, while irritating at first, eventually
takes a back seat and is virtually unnoticeable by the
time credits roll.

The ridiculous amount of cameos, while indicative
of the film’s unoriginality, are still somehow hilarious.

Vanilla Ice, who sees a significant amount of screen
time, plays on the stereotypical lives of ex-stars after
their 15 minutes of fame dry up.

Nick Swardson plays an equally ridiculous strip club
pervert, and although his character is absolutely un-
necessary, it is the over-the-top scenarios in “That’s My
Boy” that make the film surprisingly entertaining.

The thought of New York Jets coach Rex Ryan ap-
pearing on the big screen may seem a leap to most
moviegoers, yet his role as a New York lawyer with a
concerning love for Tom Brady is quite funny.

Samberg’s role is surprisingly refined as well.

Playing Sandler’s nervous, anxiety-ridden son, Sam-
berg moves away from the slapstick comedy that he
gave us through Saturday Night Live and his infamous
Youtube parodies.

Ultimately, his role is the most successful of the cast,
drawing little attention from the plot while remaining
subtly entertaining.

Unfortunately, Sandler’s character does little to en-
hance the humor in “That’s My Boy.”

Instead, it is the ridiculous array of cameos that
make the film funny.

Baron Davis, Ciara, Todd Bridges, Dan Patrick—
these seemingly innocuous roles grant the film most of
its humor.

Without them, “That’s My Boy” wouldn’t be near-
ly as successful.

The film has some obvious flaws, and for the most
sincere Sandler fans, it might only serve as another
milestone in Sandler’s fall from comedic grace.

For those hoping for deep and meaningful cinema,
I'd stay away from “That’s My Boy”—it’s R-rated im-
maturity catered to younger and profane audiences.

That being said, “That’s My Boy” is still entertain-
ing.

It may not be worth paying today’s expensive the-
ater ticket prices, but for those secking cheap laughs
and quick entertainment, the film is worth seeing, al-
though I'd wait until it hits Redbox or OnDemand.

And for those still hesitant to rent the movie, re-
member one thing-- Leighton Meester.

|

On the Tube

Classic reboot picks up
where original left off

Reviewed by Marcus Smith

The war is back on in Southfork as a
new generation of Ewings are set to pick
up where the last generation left off.

As this series starts, the Ewings are out
of the oil business and Bobby Ewing is
concerned with ranching, while JR Ew-
ing is in a long-term care facility suffering
from depression.

For those of you that are new to the
series the Ewings are an oil baron family
that is well connected.

JR plays the brash, cutthroat business-
man, always wheeling and dealing look-
ing to own everything.

Bobby the younger more thoughtful
and honest of the Ewing boys, is con-
stantly watching out for the big brother
and his shenanigans.

There are backroom deals, espionage
and blackmail constantly a foot, and that
is where the conflict of the show comes.

It looks to be the recipe the shows pro-
ducers and directors are going to main-
tain.

John Ross, who was like 12 last time
I remember watching this show, is of
course his father’s (JR) son.

He schemes and plots before the
sounding of the start of the race.

Christopher, Bobby’s adopted son, is
the reliable, big-hearted hero of the sto-
ry. The conflict appears as though it will

Lincoln: Vampire Hunter

Christopher and John Ross are
still fighting over the same things
as their fathers--namely women.

still arise from unseen, dirty tricks and
sneaking.

Things are sure to never be dull on the
Southfork Ranch.

The series starts back out with John
Ross drilling for oil on Southfork, which
is and always has been forbidden by the
family.

Bobby is looking to sell the ranch to a
conservation, in order to make sure that
Miss Ely May’s dying wish is kept and
the ranch’s resources are preserved free
from drilling.

Bobby starts out by visiting JR to con-
fide in him that he wants to buy the
hatchet and he doesn’t want Christopher
and John Ross to follow down the same
road that they did.

Christopher and John Ross are still
fighting over the same things as their fa-
thers-- namely women.

And, of course, control of The Ewing
Empire.

I like the new series and truly appre-
ciate the fact that it looks like they are
going to stick to making the same show
they quit making over a decade ago.

I find it refreshing that new Holly-
wood is doing something old Holly-
wood did without ruining the themes
and tones of the original.

It’s similar, right down to polishing
up the old opening credit roll, which
took me back to Friday nights as a
young child.

It is a definite must watch, and
would of given it all four, but it is just
reviving an old series and is not original
programming.

So sit down, tune in and get hooked.

Dallas is waiting.
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Q Help wanted

Night help needed immediately at The
Daily Eastern News. Apply at 1802
Buzzard Hall. Hours vary between
10:00 pm and 2:00 am.
6/28

Bartending! $250/day potential. No ex-
perience necessary. Training available.
800-965-6520 ext 239

6/28

® ® Roommates

Roommates needed Fall 2012-Spring
2013. Male Junior EIU student age 21.
3 bedroom apartment available for
price of 2 bedroom at Atrium. Rent is
$350/month. Low utility cost. Move-in
date July 23. Text or call 618-554-1973
if interested.

ﬁ Sublessors
[ |

Sublease for female, available 7-15-12,
$350 pr. mo. 1 furnished BR in 3 BR
unit. Close to campus in Youngstown.
217-549-7597.

ﬂ For rent

5 BEDROOM, 2 BATHROOM HOUSE ON
12TH CLOSE TO CAMPUS, A/C, WASH-
ER/DRYER, DISHWASHER. $350/PER-
SON. (217) 276-8191.
PILOT410@HOTMAIL.COM

7/19

7/19

6/21
AVAILABLE FOR 8/2012. 2 & 3 bdr.
townhouses. 2 1/2 baths, w/d, dish-
washer, Call 217-345-3754

6/21
Inexpensive $285/mo/person! All
Large RMS: 5 BDRMS, KIT, LR. NEW
CARPET, 1 BLOCK FROM CAMPUS,
YARD, OFF-ST. PKG. 549-2528.

6/21
ONLY $285/MO/PERSON - NEW CAR-
PET, GREAT LOCATION NEAR LANTZ,
GRASSY YARD, OFF-ST. PARK.
3 BDRMS,, KIT., LR. 549-2528.

6/21
2 BR APTS 955 4th STR. Stove, Frig., Mi-
crowave, Dishwasher, Garage. Water &
Trash pd. 217-348-7746
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM

6/28
4 Bedroom, 2 Full Bath hous, for
2012/2013 school year, close to cam-

pus, dcburge@gmail.com,
217-254-1311
6/28
Nice 2 Bedroom furnished apartment,
close to EIU, good security, under-
ground parking available, $375 per
person, 217-864-5202, 217-864-2851
6/28
1515 11th 2 bedroom with extra com-
puter area for 2 people $300 each,
call 549-7031

6/28
Now Leasing 3-4 bedroom townhouse

close to campus and the bookstore.

Trash included. Call 217-276-6518
6/28

1 bedroom apartment East of campus.

217-345-5832, rcrrentals.com

6/28
NICE 2 BR APTS 2001 S. 12th ST & 1305
18th ST. Stove, frig, microwave, Trash
pd. 217-348-7746 www.Charles-
tonlLApts.com

6/28
DELUXE 1 BR APTS. 117 W. Polk, 1306
Arthur Ave. Stove, frig, microwave,
Dishwasher, washer/dryer. Trash pd.
217-348-7746 www.CharlestonlLApts.
com

6/28
STORAGE UNITS - 4x12 and up. Rent-
ing now for summer. 217-348-7746

6/28

‘ For rent

‘ For rent

‘ For rent

Fall 2012- Affordable- Large, Beautiful,
and Spacious 2 BR Unfurnished Apt. on
the Square over Z's Music. Trash and
Water Incl. - Low Utilities- All New Ap-
pliances and Flooring- Laundry On-
Site- No pets- Apply 345-2616
6/28

Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor. Over

20 years experience. 345-4489.
www.woodrentals.com

6/28
2BR apt 1/2 block to Lantz includes ca-
ble, internet @ $325/person.
www.woodrentals.com, 345-4489,
Jim Wood, Realtor

6/28
3BR split-level for 3@$330 plus utilities.
Lots of room, 2 car garage, w/d, dish-
washer, a/c. www.woodrentals.com.
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor,
345-44809.

6/28
1 person apt. includes cable, internet,
water, trash @$440/month.
www.woodrentals.com, 345-4489,

Jim Wood, Realtor
6/28

On campus. 2 bath house for rent for
2-4 students at 1526 3rd St. C/A, W/D.
Large private backyard. Trash includ-
ed. 549-5402

7/19
THREE/TWO BEDROOM HOUSES, 1210
3RD TWO BEDROOM TWO BATH
APARTMENTS 1026 EDGAR
$250/MONTH 549-4074 345-3754

7/19
Fall 2012. Very nice 2 and 3 bedroom, 2
bath apartments located right behind
McHughes. $275-$350/person.
myeiuhome.com, 217-493-7559

7/19
Fall 2012. Very nice 1,2,3,4,5,6 bed-
room houses, townhouses, and apart-
ments. All excellent locations. Some
pet friendly. $275-$350/person.
217-493-7559, www.myeiuhome.com

7/19
Apartments for fall. 1,2 & 3 Bedroom.
Closet to EIU. Furnished & Unfur-
nished. Locally owned and managed.
No Pets! Call 217-345-7286
www.jwilliamsrentals.com

7/19

3 BR apt. 2 roommates wanted. $360
per month. Fall 2012-Spring 2013.
Courtyard on 9th Free Tanning. Call
708-979-4039 or Facebook Lexi
Olinger.
7/19

Nice 3 Bedroom house 1038 9th close
to campus. Large back yard, W/D, Dish-
washer, lawncare provided. 250/stu-
dent. 217-690-4976

7/19
Now Renting for Fall 2012 1-4 bed-
room. Rent now and get 1 month free.
Call 345-2467.

7/19
3,4 Bedroom houses, close to campus,
w/d, d/w, 217-273-2292, $250/$300
per person

7/19
Available August 1, 3 Bedroom, 1 Bath
home, trash and yard service provided,
217-345-5037

7/19
Available August 1, 4-5 Bedroom,
2 Bath, trash and yard service,
217-345-5037

7/19
Studio Apt. Close to campus, nice,

clean, water & trash included. No pets.
$285.217-259-9772
7/19

FALL 2012-VERY NICE 4 & 5 BEDROOM
HOUSE ON 12TH STREET CAMPUS
SIDE. AWESOME LOCATION. LARGER
BEDROOMS, A/C, WASHER/DRYER,
DISHWASHER, LAWN SERVICE INCLUD-
ED. (217) 549-9348.

7/19
4-6 bedroom 2 bath house, 1521 S.
2nd, w/d, a/c, $300 each 549-3273
7/19
Renting NOW! 1,2,&3 bedrooms, Park
Place, Royal Heights. Close to campus!
www.tricountymg.com. 348-1479
7/19
ONE AND TWO BEDROOM APART-
MENTS. NICE! GREAT LOCATION.
CLOSE TO CAMPUS. REASONABLE IN-
CLUDES WATER, TRASH. 217-549-5624
7/19
FALL '12-'13: 1,2, & 3 BR APTS. BU-
CHANAN STREET APTS. CHECK US OUT
AT BUCHANANST.COM OR
CALL 345-1266.

7/19
NOW AVAILABLE! 1 BR APTS 3 BLOCKS
FROM CAMPUS BUCHANAN STREET
APTS 345-1266

7/19
House for rent. 4 bedroom, 2 bath.
345-1266

7/19
1 Bedroom Apartments. North of stadi-
um. Spacious. $410. 345-1266

7/19
Call today for specials!! Renting 3 & 4
(available now). 1812 9th; 1205 Grant 3
BR apartment. 348-0673/ 549-4011.
www.sammyrentals.com

7/19

APARTMENTS AVAILABLE FOR FALL
2012. GREAT LOCATIONS, REASON-
ABLE RATES, AWESOME AMENITIES.
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR APARTMENT
SHOWING 345-5022.
WWW.UNIQUE-PROPERTIES.NET
7/19
3 Bedroom house, 1705 11th, Fur-
nished, 217-235-0405 or 273-2048, Ga-
rage, washer, dryer, dishwasher, clean
7/19

Make contact
with the DEN at
217-581-2816
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ACROSS
1 Cheap wheels, perhaps
8 Afghan power
15 Wigged out
16 Going-away request

17 Jazz trumpeter Sandoval
and others

18 Peter and Annette of film

19 1960s teaching focus

20 Response to a polite refusal

21 It's spelled out in a Tammy
Wynette hit

22 “Steady ____
goes”

25 Looks for oneself, in a
way

30 __ motel

32 What a walk in the ballpark
will get you

33 It's spelled out in an Aretha
Franklin hit

34 First satellite to transmit a
phone call through space,
1962

38 Cold showers

42 Help board a plane, say

44 Young partner

45 It's spelled out in a Travis
Tritt hit

46 Connecticut city on the
Quinnipiac
River

50 Hard work

54 Pull off
55 It's not for big shots
s6 Electrical
device that
may blow
57 Paul Anka hit with a
rhyming title
58 Salsa quality

59 Beginning

DOWN
Like part of

Lake Victoria

N

Not losing well

Interweave

w

4Te

Nifa or Pinta

w

o

“There’s ___of gold ...
Do some

~

farrier's work
on

Club not seen much

(<)

nowadays

Class for
budding
painters

©

10 Den member

11 Midori and
Lance

12 Creed

13 __ Straw Poll

14 Get a home in order
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Just tell your friend you
embarrassed her
hecause it washer
birthday..

she’ll understand.

Run a birthday ad in the DEN!

Grads, Transfers, Faculty & Staff

YV VYV

We Specialize in apartments for ONE!

A few for Twosomes!

3BR apts, wid, ac, 1 block to Lantz!

3BR split-level house, ac, wid, 1 %z baths!

0ib0d Rontald

woodrentals.com

Jim Wood, Realtor

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920

=

REALTOR®

217 345-4489 — Fax 345-4472
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A bit, informally
Gown go-with

Enter the draft, maybe
Matches

Hot Wheels product
Small paving stones

Military transports:
Abbr.

PUZZLE BY JOE KROZEL

40 Makes a
46-Down of

41 Fire starter?
43 Nog flavorer
46 Netting

47 Big show

48 Confident cry

It runs by the White House

Mr. Ellington,
ina 1977
song

Sorry bunch?

Asian land
where French
is widely spoken

49 Nantes
seasons

s1 “All ___!"(court cry)
52 General feeling

53 Former capital
of Romania

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit card, 1-800-814-5554.

Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday crosswords from the last 50
years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.

AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit nytimes.com/mobilexword for

more information.

Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past puzzles, nytimes.com/
crosswords ($39.95 a year).
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CONSTRUCTION, from page 8

g, St

SETH SCHROEDER | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
A member of Hellas Sports Construction shovels dirt while working on the
O'Brien Stadium track Tuesday.

He said before doing construction on
the track workers from facilities plan-
ning and management performed soil-
boring tests to see what was below the
track’s surface.

Shrake said they found only clay soil
beneath the rubber surface and not the
rock drainage base that had supposedly
been built in 1968.

He said plans for the track original-
ly included a rock base but since it was
built before any of the current facilities
planning and management employees
were at Eastern, they have no knowledge
of why it was eliminated.

Bonstetter said he has seen problems
resulting from the poor foundation for
as long as he can remember.

“There has probably never been prop-
er drainage under that track,” he said.
“We hope we don't have this problem
again.”

Shrake said the clay soil would trap
water beneath the track and when the
temperature rises each year water va-
por is driven through the rubber surface
causing it to bubble.

He said the rock and drainage tile
they will place beneath the track during
this construction will allow moisture to
go in a different direction and prevent
bubbling.

“Now that we know, once we found
out why, we're going to do it right,”
Shrake said.

He said the project first started back
in April. Shrake said the project took a
break for the IHSA state track competi-
tion but it has a target end date of Aug.
8 so the football team can begin practice
before the start of the semester.

“There may be some incidentals but
at least it will be to the point where they
can get out and practice,” Shrake said.

He said the football turf in O’Brien
will also be replaced during construc-
tion.

The field has become worn out and
has out lived its lifespan, Shrake said.

He said working on the field at the
same time as the track means they do
not have to come back in later and pro-
tect work they have already done.

Bonstetter said he is excited about the
new field and he thinks it will excite the
coaches and players.

“That field is over ten-years-old and
has taken a lot of abuse,” he said. “It’s

beyond its years to be honest.”

Bonstetter said between the various
teams, camps and bands that practice on
the field it is in use constantly. He said
it has become matted and flat, the logo
is wearing away, and it is potentially not
safe.

Both Bonstetter and Shrake said
much of the construction will make the
track and field more NCAA compliant
such as the grading and cage of the shot-
put and javelin areas.

Shrake they are also moving the long
jump and triple jump areas outside of
the track and putting them closer to the
visitor’s stands.

He said this makes the design of the
facility cleaner and gives a clear distinc-
tion between track and football.

They also plan to put up a retaining
wall by the visitor’s stands to maintain
the grade of the jump areas, he said.

Shrake said they are also going to run
the electricity needed for the tailgating
area underground. He said in the past
they needed to run cables over ground
but the new design will make the area
cleaner.

Both Shrake and Bonstetter said the
construction being done has caused sev-
eral displacements for groups who nor-
mal use the stadium during the summer.

Shrake said he was personally disap-
pointed The Cavaliers Drum & Bugle
Corps, a group that practices at Eastern
every summer, was not able to perform
their normal dress rehearsal at O’Brien.

Bonstetter said the construction has
displaced all of Eastern’s athletes and the
Smith and Walbridge band camps who
normal use the field during the summer.
He said athletics has been working with
the housing and dining department to
make sure each group has had a space at
Eastern.

“We understand it’s an inconve-
nience,” Bonstetter said. “It’s progress,
it’s worth it for something we’re work-
ing on.”

He said the new construction should
Eastern one of the best track and field
facilities in the Midwest, which will help
with recruitment and keep IHSA com-
ing back each year.

Seth Schroeder can
be reached at 581-2812

or scschroeder2@eiu.edu.

SPORTS

THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
DAILYEASTERNNEWS.COM

STATE

Numbers hint at cost
of state pension shift

By The Associated Press

Illinois schools could see costs rise by
nearly $600 million after five years of a
plan to make them shoulder the expense
of providing pensions for teachers, ac-
cording to new figures meant to support
Gov. Pat Quinn's argument for shift-
ing some state retirement costs to school
districts.

But critics remained dubious Tues-
day. They said that amount — a small
percentage of overall education spend-
ing — could still force many districts
to cut programs and staff or raise local
taxes. They also questioned whether re-
liable estimates are possible with such a
complex, changing issue.

"I don't have any confidence in the
upper end of those numbers," said Mi-
chael Chamness, a spokesman for the II-
linois Association of School Administra-
tors.

Top state officials are trying to come
up with a plan to strengthen Illinois'
worst-in-the-nation pension systems.
There's general agreement on the idea
of cutting costs by reducing cost-of-liv-
ing increases for retirees, but Democrat-
ic leaders also want to change the way II-
linois provides pensions to teachers and
other school employees.

Right now, state government pays

the employer's portion of pension costs
for downstate and suburban Chicago
schools. Only in Chicago does the lo-
cal district pay the pension costs of lo-
cal employees.

Quinn and Democratic legislative
leaders want to shift the pension expens-
es to local districts over a period of years.

Quinn presented figures for two ver-
sions of the proposed shift.

Under the more aggressive version,
the added cost to school districts would
total $97 million in the first year and
reach $580 million in the fifth year. The
shift would be complete in the sixth
year, when school costs would be $625
million above current levels.

Illinois schools spent about $16.6 bil-
lion in local funds during the last full
fiscal year, according to the advocacy
group Voices for Illinois Children. So
that $625 million works out to about
3.8 percent over six years.

If you consider the shift a cut in state
school aid, it would amount to a 9 per-
cent reduction — again over six years.

"The proposal that I believe in will
not hurt property taxpayers. It will help
taxpayers,” Quinn said Tuesday, al-
though he wouldn't discuss the num-
bers in detail.

The impact of a cost shift is a mat-
ter of debate.
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The O'Brien Stadium track is torn up in order for a new rock foundation with drainage tile to be placed beneath the rubber surface. The new base should
move moisture away from the track and keep the surface from bubbling as it has in previous years. The bubbles were caused by trapped water vapor
that would rise up from below the track's surface when the temperature increased. The $3.2 million project was contracted out to Hellas Sports Con-
struction and has a target completion date of Aug. 8.

Construction to prevent problems

By Seth Schroeder
News Editor

The current construction at
O’Brien Stadium should solve a prob-
lem that has plagued the track for

years, according to university officials.

Mark Bonstetter, senior associ-
ate athletic director, said for over ten
years the surface of the rubber track
would form large bubbles when tem-
peratures rose in the spring.

He said the current $3.2 million
project being done by Hellas Sports

Construction should prevent these
bubbles from forming in the future.
Bonstetter said the bubbles would
usually be two to three feet in diame-
ter and 20 to 40 of them could form
every year.
“If you looked at the south curve

of the track in the past few years you
could see repair after repair,” Bonstet-
ter said. “It was getting to be unsafe.”

Stephen Shrake, associate director
of design and construction, said the
bubbles are not normal weathering for
a track’s surface.
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NCAA

New faces, beginnings for new athletes

By Joshua Bryant
Sports Editor

For high school student-ath-
letes, a heavy topic of conversation
is playing at the next level, NCAA
Division I, as close as it gets to the
pros.

Those who have worked hard and
are talented enough to have earned
the privilege to play in the NCAA
will soon enter a quick transition
phase after graduation, featuring
tougher physical, mental, social and
academic standards all at once.

Athletes new to Eastern training
for the fall sports season have en-
countered these tests and are moving
through them right now.

Caelan ‘Kamu’ Grugier-Hill, a
6-foot 2-inch safety out of Hono-

lulu (Kamehameha), may have the
sharpest contrast of any incoming
freshman.

“It’s really different,” Grugier-Hill
said. “The people here are different.
There are no mountains, no beaches;
the food, the air, just everything.”

But in the past couple of weeks,
things are starting to come together.

“I'm getting used to it. I'm feeling
more comfortable now,” Grugier-
Hill said. “When I first showed up I
felt like I went to a different world,
but it is getting better now.”

Men’s basketball player Alex Aus-
tin, a 6-foot 4-inch guard out of
Chicago Mount Carmel, has found
the transition favorable.

“It’s been fun so far,” Austin said.
“Its a little bit of an adjustment. It’s
different than high school. You have

to get faster and stronger to compete
with the higher-level guys.”

Coursework requirements also
force adjustments on new student-
athletes getting their feet wet in
post-secondary education.

“They expect more out of you,
more work, more papers,” Aus-
tin said. “I'm just looking forward
to the upcoming season and doing
something special.”

Anthony Taylor, a wide-out from
Montini, first noticed freedom on
the turnaround from the prep level
to the NCAA.

“It’s more spaced out,” Taylor
said. “Not a lot of control from your
parents and older people. So you're
really on your own, basically. You
just have to stay focused.”

Taylor said the living and study-

ing adjustments have gone well so
far.

As far workouts, that is another
level, Taylor said.

“The first couple of weeks were
basically terrible,” Taylor said. “Ad-
justing to the college workouts
is completely different from high
school. They’re more up-tempo and
more dynamic lifts. As we go on,
we'll get adjusted and it'll get easier.”

As the six-week session draws on,
these learning experiences could
be the head start that these ath-
letes need to make the start of class
in August into a smooth first fall at
Eastern.

Joshua Bryant can
be reached at 581-2812
or jpbryant@eiu.edu.

UPDATES

Past, present Panthers excel in athletics

Staff Report

Panther Sluggers Upgrade

Former Eastern Ryan Dineen has
signed with the Houston Astros,
and is currently batting .286 for the
Tri-City ValleyCats (A- Short Sea-
son).

In two games versus the Vermont
Lake Monsters, Dineen has scored
two runs.

He was 2-4 in his debut, helping
achieve a 10-2 victory.

Dineen and the ValleyCats will
finish up their season opening series

against the Monsters today.

Also, former Panther Jordan
Kreke has made the jump from
Double A Corpus Christi Hooks to
Triple A Oklahoma City RedHawks
(both Astros affiliates).

High Jump

Freshman high jumper Maura
Cummins made a height of 5 feet
7 inches to tie for fifth place with
three other jumpers at the US Ju-
nior National Championships in
Bloomington, Ind., this past week-
end.

She was ousted by the University
of Florida’s Taylor Burke, who ele-
vated to 5 feet 10.75 inches.

Drive for Dinger

In the name of Eastern alum-
nus and accomplished NFL offen-
sive coordinator Mike Heimerding-
er, Mike Shanahan (Redskins) Gary
Kubiak (Texans) and Jeff Fisher
(Rams) will hold a two-day fund-
raising dinner, a silent auction and
a golf tournament called Drive for
Dinger starting on June 28 at the
Vanderbilt Legends Club in Frank-

lin, Tenn.

The funds will bolster the Meals
2 Heal program, which fills kitch-
ens with equipment, food and staff
to cook healthy, organic meals and
deliver them to cancer patients.

Along with the Chicago Bears
Pro Bowl quarterback Jay Cut-
ler, former Titans players under
Heimerdinger tight end Frank Wy-
check, linebacker Keith Bullock and
current defensive end Dave Ball will
also be checking in.

COLUMN

LeBron
to silence
doubters

Joshua Bryant

Give the man a break.

People across all publications and so-
cial media platforms have bashed LeB-
ron James repeatedly.

“He isnt clutch.”

“He is indecisive.”

“Helll never be Jordan.”

“He'll never get a ring.”

Those voices should be quieted
Thursday night when the Heat win the
2012 NBA Finals over the Oklahoma
City Thunder, but they won't shut up.

“It’s not even his team. It's Wade’s
team.”

“He couldn’t do it by himself.”

“He couldn’t do it in Cleveland.”

“His hairline is a backcourt viola-
tion.”

‘The Decision and the celebration in
Miami afterwards drew scrutiny, as it
should have, especially after claiming
championships before they are won.

But James has apologized and moved
on. So should writers and haters across
the nation.

James has made plenty of clutch
shots in his career and taken control
of the games in which those shots were
drained. No, he won’t be Jordan.

Who knows if anyone can.

But he can be himself, the best player
in the NBA. And if you think he’s go-
ing to let the Thunder come into Mi-
ami and steal a "W’ with a champion-
ship at his fingertips, you're crazy.

If the man is healthy, he'll be going
berserk in Game 5.

He finally has the supporting cast he
lacked in Cleveland, and they are more
than pulling their weight.

No one can do it by themselves, even
though James has made it seem possi-
ble in the past.

And people, while you're laughing
at James’ hairline, he'd probably laugh
twice as hard after looking at your bank
account.

The man had a $90 million shoe
contract with Nike when he was 19. I'm
sure he cries himself to sleep at night
in his luxury mansion, thinking about
criticism from complete strangers.

So it’s time to leave it alone.

He’s not out here acting like Adam
‘Pacman’ Jones (causing shootings),
Sam Hurd (selling drugs), or Don-
te Stallworth (driving drunk and high,
killing someone in the process).

The man runs campaigns to keep
kids in school and protect them from
abuse.

So, what will it take to clean up this
man’s image?

Will he have to end his career on a
Jordan-like note?

Probably. But if there’s anyone who
could do it, it’s James.

This ring could be the momentum
needed to kickstart a fantastic phase in
the NBA that Jordan started in the ’80s,
making the league a global source of en-
tertainment.

Only time will tell, but in this crazy
NBA era, who knows what could hap-
pen?
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