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‘Dust’ exhibit and program series
to be presented at Booth Library

CHARLESTON — Dust, Drought,
and Dreams Gone Dry;" a national
traveling exhibition about the causes
and aftermath of the historic Dust
Bow] period, will be on display at
Booth Ldrary, Eastern Illinois Uni~
versity, through Feb. 26.

The exhibition recalls atragic pe-
tiod in our history — the drought and
dust storms that wresked havoc on
the Great Plains in the 39308 — and
explores its environmental and cul~
tural consequences. It yaises several
thought-provoking questions: What
caused fertile farms to turn ¥o dust?
How did people survive? What les-
sons can we learn?

“The Dust Bowl was one of the
worst man-made ecological disas~
fers in American bistory. We are
proud that Booth Library was se-~

" lected %o help malee the public moxe
aware of this important era” said
Allen Lanham, dean of Hbrary sex-
vices. °This exhibition delves into
the history and geography behind
the Dust Bowl, but also provides a
buman element; through the words
of the survivors themselves, we learn
what i was like to live through snch
a difficult time.”

“Dust, Drought, and Dreams Gone
Dry” willbe accompanied by 2 series
of free library progeas, including
lecture s and film screenings. The ex-
hibition and programs featire scveral
oveslapping Bumanities themes: the
nature of the connection between
humans and nature; the mnany ways
human beings respond to adversity;
and how people came to understand
and to describe their experiences
living through the Dust Bowl.

Lanhaminvites community mem~
‘bexs and groups to view the exhibit
any time the library is open. More
Jetails are available at bttp:/library.
eiu.edu/exhibits/dustbowl/.

Following is the complete sched-

ule of events. The exhibit and all
programs are free and open to the
public.

& Jan, 21, 7 p.at., West Reading
Reom, Booth Lihrary; opebing re-
ception/keynote address, “Stinging
Dust and Foxgotten Lives: The Dust
Bowl,” by Cameron Craig, pmfessoz
iaurente of geography;

BJjan. 25 and Jan. 26, 7p. m.,
Doudaa Fine Arts Center Recital
Hall; two-part film screeding of
“The Dust Bowl,” Ken Burns doc-

y. by C
Craig, professor lauzxeate of geog-

‘raphy;

B Feb. 3,4 p.m., Witters Confer-
ence Room 4440, Beoth Library; “Il-
lmcls Plows and Brealing the Plains:

logy, Ecology and Agricnl-
tural Production daring the 1930s*

SUBMITIED PHOTD
A man walks around hsardunng a dust storm. Coursesy of OMahoma State
University Library, Special Collections and Universsity Archives.

by Deb Reid, professor of history;
® Feb, 8, 4 p.m., Witters Con-
ference Room 4440, Booth Library;
“Dust Poeamonia Blues,” by Sheila
Simons, professor of health studies;
= Feb, 10, 4 p.m., Doudna Fine
Arts Center Lecture Hall; “Dost Bow
Ballads: Woody Guthrie and the Poi-
itics of the Working Class,” by J.B.
Fajres, adjnnct professor of music;
® Feb. 16, 4:30 p.m., Witters Con-
ference Room 4440, Booth Library;
“Recapturing the Experiences of
‘Women in the Dost Bowl: The Life
and writings of Caroline Hender-
son,” by Bonnie Langhlin - Schultz,
assistant professor of history;
BFeb. 17, 4p.m., Witters Con-
ference Room 4440, Booth Libxary,
“The Politics of Drought in ‘The
Gyapes of Wrath"” by Ro

professcx.of English;
® Feb. 18, 4 p.m., Tarble Asts

% Center Atrivm; fitm screening of

“Grapes of Wrath” featoring the
‘work of cinematographer Gregg To~-
1and of Chatleston, presented by Kit
Morice, curator of education, Tarble
Arts Center;

H Feb. 22, 4:30 p.m., Witters
Conference Room 4440, Booth Li-
brary; “Dust Bowl Lessoms: Soil
Conservation Then and Now;® by
R.J. Alier, Coles County Soit and
‘Water Conservation District.

For morein formation about “Dust,
Drought, and Dreams GoneDry?” in-
ciuding complete program and ‘ex-
hibit descriptions, visit the program
web page at hitp://libraryein.edu/
exhibits/dusthew}/. More informa-
tion also may be obtained by con~
tachng pm]ect directors [anx:e Derr,

.edu or 2%,
Kixstin Duffin, Ifuffin@eiu. edn
or 217-581-7550; or Pamela Ferrell,
pferrell@ein.edu or 217-581-7548.

“Dust, Drought and Dreams Gone
Dry” was developed by the American
Library Association PnhlicPrograms
Office in collabozatior with the li-
braries of Oklahoma State University
and Mount Holyoke College. The ex-
bibitionand toar were made possible
m part by a grant fé;)m the National
“Exploring the Human Endeavor” ~

Local sponsors of the sexies are the
Tarble Arts Center, Academy of Life~
long Learning and WEIU-TV.

During the spring semester, Booth
Libraty’s regular hours will be from
8a.m. to 1a.m. Monday through
Tharsddy, 8 a.m. to § p.m. Friday,
9 am. to 5p.m. Sal\nday and noon
to 1 a.m. Sunday. For more informa-
tion onthe Ifbrary, visit the webgite,
www.library.eiu.edu; call 217-581-
6072; or find the library on Faceboak

. or Twither.
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