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20 degree cold to 90 degree heat; from rain to
to sunshine; from dust to mud--those are the
ing conditions for one of the most entertaining
ations on the E.I.U. campus--the Marching Blue
U.
lar performers at every home football game, the
ng Blue has played its way into the hearts of
football fans for S1 years. It was, according to
e Charles Coleman’s history of Eastern, on
ber 22, 1927 that the first marching band on
s made its appearance. That band, under the
of physics professor Ora Railsback, marched
struments owned by the players and in uniforms
or hats, blue coats, and white trousers. There
S members, including three faculty members and
ers who were not members of the student body.
ay thirteen drummers, thirty trumpeters, four
ayers, ten trombonists, six baritone horn players,
fly-six saxophonists, twenty-four clarinetists,
ity-eight flutists and nine alto horn players, along
 sixteen flag corps members, five twirlers, and a
m major take the field at Eastern half time per-

band is under the direction of Harold Hillyer, a
band director and musician who has spent 28

larching Blue Booms At Eastern

years leading marching bands at high schools and
colleges from New Jersey to Texas. He has been at
Eastern the past seven years.

It’s Hillyer’s expertise, plus long, hard hours of
practice week after week, that gives the Marching Blue
the split-second precision Eastern fans have come to
expect. Preparation for those sparkling performances
comes long before autumn days on O’Brien Field,
though. ‘I guess we really start in the spring,”’ Hillyer
commented. ‘‘By the middle of June I know the nucleus
of what I’m going to do, and I know the band members
who will be returning. That means 1 can pretty well plan
from there.” '

Much of the coming fall’s music is picked during the
spring. “We try to get input from everyone when
picking what we’re going to play,’’ Hillyer explained. ““I
ask the Pink Panthers and the twirlers what numbers
they would like to have, too,”’ the director said. “We
always leave some room for numbers that will be
popular during the fall, though. That way we can plug
in something that’s popular right up to the last minute,
nearly.”

Practices begin as soon as school opens. With
Eastern’s gridiron season now starting in early Sep-
tember, time is at a premium. And Hillyer makes use of




