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CITY

DUI citations jump 1In January

UPD, CPD crack
down on crime
in Charleston

By Jacqui Reinhart
Staff Reporter

Arrests for driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol have increased in
Charleston since the spring semes-
ter began.

Within the first week alone, five
DUIs were reported, according to
the University Police Department’s
crime blotter. And those were just
instances on campus, not includ-
ing the DUT arrests made by the
Charleston Police Department.

Officer Ryan Risinger, the crime
prevention officer for UPD, said
the stricter DUI policy was sparked
by UPD Sgt. Mike Elam.

“He is really out looking for
DUTIs,” said Risinger, who ex-
plained that previously Elam fo-
cused solely on DUIs, but had oth-
er duties to attend to last semester.
“(Now) he has decided to patrol
more aggressively.”

However, he said there is no par-
ticular reason for this recent adjust-
ment.

Risinger said this attitude has
been contagious throughout the
force, which lead to other officers
to crack down as well.

Risinger said the CPD hired
at least five new officers this year,
which also may be contributing to
the increase in DUI cases.

“New officers tend to write more
citations when they are training be-
cause they are trying to prove them-
selves,” Risinger said.

Deputy Chief Dave Chambers
of the CPD said they are receiving
a DUI grant from the Department
of Transportation.

Chambers said targeting drunk-
en drivers will lead to other tickets
as well, but not a huge increase.

Besides the increase in DUIs,

N

the crime blotter also shows a lot
of misconduct on campus, partic-
ularly within the residence halls.
Crimes have ranged from cannabis
complaints to residence hall thefts
to harassment.

Heather Webb, director of the
office of student standards, has not
seen a significant increase of issues
with students.

“There is no greater number of
misconduct than what we usually
deal with,” Webb said.

Webb has noticed, however, an
increase in the number of cases
from the CPD.

“For the 2008-2009 academ-
ic year, the Office of Student Stan-
dards processed 263 cases,” Webb
said. “During the fall 2009 semes-
ter, we processed 503 cases.”

Most of these cases, such as con-
sumption by a minor, alcohol in
a public area, incapacitation, sale

CRIME, page 6

AMIR PRELLBERG | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
The University Police Department issued nine DUI citations since the beginning of the spring semester.

|
Breakdown Jan. 11 to Jan. 31

Thefts
Private property damage

On-campus cannabis complaints

DUT’s

Criminal damage to government property

Domestic battery

Criminal damage to a vehicle
Single vehicle private property
Alcohol possession/consumption by a minor

Harassment

Assault

Telephone harassment
Disorderly conduct
Possession of cannabis
Possession of paraphenelia

Possession of drug equipment

— DN O W0 = = = 0 = == N \D N — W

CENSUS

Resident assistants help out Census Bureau

By Kayleigh Zyskowski
City Editor

The 2010 U.S. Census will re-
quire a team effort from the East-
ern staff and students to have a
smooth count of the campus pop-
ulation.

This week, members from the
U.S. Census Bureaus met with Kel-
ly Miller, assistant director of hous-
ing, and they have planned how
the census will be completed with-
in the residence halls.

On April 6, representatives will
come and talk with Eastern profes-
sional staff.

“They will talk about what will
happen, when it will happen and
how it will happen,” Miller said.

“Group quarters enumeration
will take place between April 1 and
May 21,” said U.S. Census Bureau
representative Lydia Oritz. “During
this time, the Census Bureau will
count group living quarters such
as prisons, college dorms, nursing
homes, shelters (and) military bar-
racks.”

How the count is administered
will depend on the type of facility.

In some facilities, the adminis-
tration may provide the informa-
tion for all the residents.

However, in other facilities, such
as a dorm, each resident will fill out
a form.

Resident Assistants on each floor
will hold a floor meeting and the
houses on Greek Court will hold

chapter meetings on April 11
and 12 for students to fill out the
forms.

The form will have six ques-
tions asking a student’s name, gen-
der, race, birth date, age and resi-
dence most of the year. Filling out
the form should take less than three
minutes.

“We have will provide a full al-
phabetical list of who is where on
campus to the Census (Bureau) on
April 6, which they have request-
ed,” Miller said.

The Census Bureau will then ver-
ify the numbers between the census
forms and the university’s list.

While officials, with the rest of
the city, will be able to check the
numbers the Census Bureau col-

lects with computer programs, the
checking of the dorms will be eas-
ier.

Resident Assistants will work
with the students on their own
floors and they will be aware of
who attended the meeting and who
did not.

“We will have a higher success
rate than the Census (Bureau) be-
cause we have the Resident Assis-
tants living on the floor with the
students who should be counted
and they do not,” Miller said. “We
have been doing all we can to help
them complete the count.”

Kayleigh Zyskowski can be
reached at 581-7942
or at kzyskowski@eiu.edu.

CITY

Tax swap
fails to pass

By Kayleigh Zyskowski
City Editor

After the Coles County tax swap failed to pass
during the primary election Tuesday, school offi-
cials are now forced to look at what to do next.

The school districts proposed a 1 percent tax
increase with a promise of property tax relief for
the residents. The new sales tax had the possi-
bility of raising $4.5 million annually for coun-
ty schools.

The tax proposal failed to reach a simple ma-
jority, and the school districts will now evaluate
their options to determine their next move.

“We need to look at the demographics and see
what precincts did pass (the tax),” said Jim Litt-
eford, superintendent of the Charleston School
District. “It’s now time to network with the oth-
er school districts and find out what needed to
be done differently.”

Larry Lilly, superintendent of the Mattoon
School District, said now they need to meet
with the other school districts and the boards of
education to plan their options.

“In the short term, we will turn our attention

SWAP, page 6

UNIVERSITY

Student
enrollment

down 1%

Staff Report

The spring semester enrollment numbers are
finalized, showing a 1 percent decrease from this
time one year ago.

Blair Lord, provost and vice president for aca-
demic affairs, said in an e-mail the spring semes-
ter enrollment numbers are lower than those of
the preceding semester at “virtually every four-
year institution.”

“The most significant reason is that a number
of students graduate at the end of the fall term,”
Lord said. “Because we have a large number of
education majors, this is especially important for
Eastern.”

Lord said most education programs require
nine or more semesterts to complete, which would
allow for fall semester graduations.

There are other reasons for decreased enroll-
ment in the spring.

Some students leave after the fall semester for
personal, financial or academic reasons, such as a
change in their income or academic dismissal.

Lord said that, while the university does admit
new students for the spring term, many prefer to
begin in the fall.

There are nearly 9,887 students currently en-
rolled on-campus, and 1,188 students enrolled
off-campus. These numbers are down from last
spring when 9,968 students lived on-campus and
1,189 students were off-campus.

Minority student enrollment has increased
from last spring. There are currently 1,675 mi-
nority students enrolled this semester, while last
semester had 1,530. This category includes black,
Hispanic, Asian, Pacific Islander, American Indi-
an and Alaskan Native students.

Female students continue to outnumber male
students by 1,835. Although overall enrollment
has decreased, the female to male student ratio of
7-to-5 remains the same since last spring.
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CAMPUS BRIEFS
Resume Critique Blitz

Career Services is providing 15-minute resume
critiques today to prepare students for the upcom-
ing Career Network Day on Feb. 10,

‘Walk-in times are from 1 to 4 p.m. For more in-
formation contact Debbie Endsley at 581-2412.

University Board

hosts rap competition

The UB sponsored ‘So You Think You Can Rap’
competition will take place at 7 p.m. today in 7th
Street Underground.

The winner will receive 10 hours of recording
time with musical producer and songwriter Jim
Thompson; second- and third-place winners will
receive gift cards to Guitar Center.

For more information contact Lauren Phillips at

708-642-2785.

‘Frederick Douglass: In
the Shadow of Slavery’

Mel Johnson Jr., an accomplished actor and di-
rector in movies, television and on Broadway, will
give a one-man performance as Frederick Douglass,
who has been called the father of the civil rights
movement, 7:30 p.m. Saturday.

General admission is $15, $12 for Eastern em-
ployees and seniors, and $7 for sudents.

For more information contact Dan Crews at

581-2113.

— Compiled by News Editor Emily Steele

Moment of Zen
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MEGAN MATHY | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Introduction to elementary physical education instructor Gwen Little ends her class session with a Zen exercise. The class is required for el-
ementary and physical education teachers and is held in McAfee Gymnasium.

DENNEWS.COM

BLOTTER

Do trees a favor

Did you know that one billion trees
worth of paper is thrown away each year?
Online Editor Sam Sortosanto talks about
the importance of recycling paper in this
blog at DENnews.com.

Decide where to
reside in the fall

It's about that time again ro decide
where you want to live during the next
school year. Think it's too tough a deci-
sion? Take this quiz at DENnews.com to
help you figure out the best location.

A cannabis complaint was reported Sunday in University Court. The
incident was referred to the Office of Student Standards and the state’s at-
torney, said the University Police Department.
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“Tell the truth and don’t be afraid.”
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OPEN POSITIONY

Acccepting applications NOW for:
Comedy Coordinator
Webmaster
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poaitions
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CORONATION  CORAUNTLY RELATHONS € HUCH RORE

FOR MORE NFORMATiON, CONTACT:
ALYSSA ANDERSON (ANANDERSONI®EV.EPU) OR KRISTEN BUSHING (KMBUSHING®EV.EDV)

Mortar Board National CoHege Senior

Honor Society Informational!

7:30 pm
TFree Wednesday, Feb. 24 Free
Pizﬁa“ Shelbyville Room PiZZa !

MLK University Union

+ Amazing Resume Builder
+ Community Service
+ Scholarship Opportunities
+ Opportunity to Attend
a Leadership Conference for FREE!

E-mail Karwaits@eiu.edu for more details.

Pick up applications in the Student Activities Center in the Union. Mailbox #67.
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= Tech trends

DANNY DAMIANI | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
A recent study shows that media usage has risen to an average of seven and a half hours daily for children and
teenagers. College students are highly dependent on technology for schoolwork more and more nowadays.
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TALK. TEXT. SURF THE WEB. Do it all and more —
in Unlimited amounts! Add a flip phone for a penny or a

texting phone for $20. No Contract. No Deposit. Ask about
the Pay Forward plan today!

CHARLESTON / 638 W. Lincoln Ave. / 217-345-2351 // MATTOON Cross County Mall / 700 Broadway East / 217-234-2356 / www.cellularl.net

Restrictions apply. See store for details. RAZR: 1€ on $79.99 plan; $10 on $49.99 plan. Tribe: $20 on $79.99 plan; $50 on 549.99 plan. Phones available while supplies last. Includes voice calls, texting and data on home and
partner netwaorks. 5 calls to 411 included; $1.50 each call after free calls used. Limited amount of feature usage (411 calls, ringtones, common short code, etc.) allowed; ask for details. Unlimited usage does not mean
unreasonable usage. 50% of usage and mailing address required in Home Service Area. Monthly payment due before start of billing cycle. See Terms & Conditions and Data Addendurmn for more information. Activation fee
may apply. Taxes and mandated fees apply. Reception impacted by terrain, weather and equipment. Limited time offer.

InCcreasing

By Miranda King
Staff Reporter

Before sitting down to tackle a tough
assignment, students across the country
go through a mental checklist.

Cell phone? Check. iPod? Check.
Laptop? Check.

This is when the distractions set in.

A quick glance at the clock shows
four hours have passed since sitting
down to accomplish this project,
and the textbook has not even been
cracked open.

A recent study by the Henry J. Kai-
ser Family Foundation shows that en-
tertainment media use by children
and teenagers between the ages of 8
and 18 has increased to more than
seven and a half hours per day. This
is an increase from siightly more than
six hours per day in 2004.

“The amount of time young people
spend with media has grown to where
it's even more than a full-time work
week,” said Drew Altman, Kaiser Fami-
ly Foundation President and CEO.

The study showed that most young
people use entertainment media more
than 53 hours per week, on average.

While the study focused only on
students between the ages of 8 and
18, these trends in media overload are
sometimes seen in coilcgc students as
well.

Kara Lovelace, a senior physics ma-
jor, said she spends between five and
six hours a day using entertainment
media. Even though she spends this
much time on media usage, she said it
does not affect her grades, but she un-
derstands how it could be different for
other students.

“I think it’s fun to download music,
to find music,” Lovelace said. “It’s fun
to watch shows you missed on Hulu in-
stead of studying.”

Lovelace also said she uses media
most with her friends when watching
TV shows online or doing homework
for her classes.

Virginia Tipton, a junior biology
major, said her four to five hours of
media intake each day does have an

affect on her grades.

“It’s distracting,” Tipton said. “I
should be studying, but I'm on the
computer or listening to music or
watching TV.”

Tipton did say when she spends
time online, she tends to go to news
sites such as CNN or MSNBC, rath-
er than entertainment sites like Face-
book or YouTube.

Kaninika Bhatnagar, an assistant
professor in the school of technology,
said several factors have influenced an
increase in media use.

Bhatnagar said people have become
more involved eiectronicaﬂy with the
news because the national news media
is increasingly encouraging citizen jour-
nalism and active participation from
the public. They do this by record-
ing video live, texting in questions for
guests, and voting in online polls.

Thanks to Internet-enabled cell
phones, laptops, PDAs and iPods, me-
dia is more mobile than ever. Bhatna-
gar said this is the reason mobile me-
dia has taken over and has impacted
the amount of media a person takes in
on a daily basis.

Bhatnagar went on to say the new,
more interactive Internet allows for
people to be more involved in the in-
formation found online.

“Interactivity invites participation,
where young people, more than most,
like to voice their opinions, and join the
conversation,” Bhatnagar said.

She also said social networking sites
undoubtedly have had an astounding
impact on the amount of media use
young people take in daily.

“Children, teenagers and college
students alike are more likely to be
energized to participate in all the ‘cool
stuff’ the new technologies have to of-
fer,” said Bhatnagar.

Bhatnagar also said even though the
increase in media use by young people
may have some negative effects, learn-
ing opportunities would only increase

with the new technologies.

Miranda King can be reached at
581-7942 or at mlking2@eiu.edu.
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Julian Russell

Pets deserve
loyalty, not
desertion

So, I've been home a whopp'mg two minutes
and already my puppy is acting as if I've been
gone a lifetime.

Walking in the door, I get the total god-like
puppy treatment of being sniffed from my toes
up to the pinnacle of the reach of his snout be-
fore jumping on me. I get to watch that funny
little wiggle he does out of excitement when he
sees me. Heck, he's at the window pecking out
before I ever walk through the door.

But, I also have to suffer the guilt trip he
throws my way if I leave.

First, it’s the “I want to go with you” look.
And if I'm gone for a long period of time, I suf-
fer the “T'm ignoring you for a while because you
left” ordeal.

Regardless, my puppy loves me.

He gets jealous if T pet other dogs or if I'm
playing with my daughter more than him.
Many college students have to leave their be-
loved creatures at home while they are our ex-
panding their knowledge, already away from
their hometowns.

Some choose to acquire pets while they are
here at school. Then, when it comes time to go
home over holiday breaks, little Fluffy or Rover
is abandoned.

Charleston itself is so overpopulated with
stray cats alone it’s ridiculous. Behind where I
live there are about four or five strays running
around.

Also behind my house is an apartment build-
ing where college students live.

I began to notice that it was the students
abandoning the cats when they left for break.

Enough is enough.

These creatures are dedicated to their own-
ers. Animals understand the feeling of abandon-
ment. Even if you leave for break and offer your
pet to a friend or shelter, you are still, in a way,
abandoning it.

Pets grow with their owners. They learn and
watch their owners. They follow your schedule
and react to your emotions. They are part of our
families.

To buy a pet and leave it after four months
is horribly irresponsible. I couldn’t even begin
to imagine abandoning my puppy. The creature
loves me so much and depends so much on see-
ing me every day and lying by my feet.

If I were to leave him or get rid of him, he
would probably curl up and whimper himself to
death.

Obviously, animals can't speak, bur they have
a spirit and have feelings. So many people choose
to buy an animal in the spur of the moment be-
cause they look cute, cuddly or soft.

Buying an animal comes with responsibility.

My puppy will get old some day. He won't
be as bouncy or as cute. He may get smelly and
lazy, bur I still won't get rid of him.

I got my puppy knowing I was in it for the
long haul. That is how everyone should feel
when buying a pet.

If you don’t plan on watching that animal
grow old, then you shouldn’t waste your or its
life.

So, next time you see a cute little kitten or
puppys think about how much it will learn to
love you, think about the fact that they need to
eat, poop and pee, too.

And keep in your mind the shattering effect
you would have on it if you were to turn around
and abandon it.

Julian Russell is a junior communication
studies major and can be reached at
581-7942 or DENopinions@gmail.com.
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Furloughs, layoffs are common
enemies to all Eastern employees

or some, it may be easier navigating a hedge maze
than the tricky twists and turns of Eastern’s cur-
rent, yet ever-c}mnging, fu_rlough policy.
President Bill Perry recently made several
changes to the language and stipulations of the policy, but
many aspects remain uncertain.

As reported in an article that appeared in Wednesday's
edition of The Daily Eastern News, one of the main areas
of disagreement is between the faculty’s acceptance of fur-
loughs and the preference of civil service employees to use
layoffs.

But said acceptance does not mean anyone would pre-
fer to see cither.

Basically, the American Federation of State, County
and Municlpal Employecs Local 981 Clerical/Technical
Chapter is the only union on campus that currently has
furlough language in its contract. And regardless of the
language, should the university have to enforce furloughs,
Eastern administrators would first have to sit down with
the chapter and negotiate the terms of furloughs before
anything could go further.

However, the Building Service Workers/Food Service
chapter of AFSCME has no such language and will not
even negotiate furloughs until the chapter’s contract ex-
pires at Eastern in 2011.

“There are some people within the bargaining process
that feel furloughs are the best way to go, but I think the
majority of them think letting the civil service system, lay-
offs and letting seniority decide, is important,” Matt Ped-
erson, president of the AFCME said in the article.

The difference between a furlough and layoff'is that a
furlough would require a set amount of time off for em-
ployees of the university, regardless of position, seniority
or area where they work, whereas a layoff is, basically, ter-
mination of employment based on seniority for a period
of time with an understanding that employment will be
reinstated once finances allow.

“None argue
that either
option is a
last resort by
university
administrators
and, in the
current
struggling
economy;
both could
have
detrimental
effects on
employees.”

As for the University Professionals of Illinois, the facul-
ty union, layoffs are almost out of the question.

“There are two big ‘cons’ to layoffs; first, people lose
jobs in a horrible market and second, they could seriously
impact the university’s ability to offer courses, depending
on how they were done,” said history professor Jonathan
Coit in the same article.

None argue that either option is a last resort by univer-
sity administrators and, in the current struggling econo-
my; both could have detrimental effects on employees.

If professors were laid off, it could mean dire impacts
for students. Though, in our minds, laying off faculty
members is not really a viable option.

Although, considcring several areas of civil service, such
as food service, are already operating under strained con-
ditions and reduced staffs, requiring any more employees
to take time off could greatly impact the university’s abili-
ty to serve the students,

However, it is important to consider two key factors
concerning either option.

First, all parties involved, faculty and civil service em-
ployees, need to remember that neither furloughs nor lay-
offs are coming in the foresecable future. Nothing is set in
stone and neither is looming over the horizon.

More importantly, the common enemy of all involved
is not the administration but the state of the economy and
handling of funds in Illinois.

We must all remember that all parties are working to-
ward every option to avoid furloughs and layoffs. The
president, vice presidents, unions and faculty are not en-
emies of one another. All share a common enemy: inept
politics at the hands of legislators hundreds of miles away.

We must all remember we are a part of a whole, we are
all a family at Eastern and we must operate and work to-
gether as such. Trust in our administrators, and hope for
the best. Right now, a plan of action is simply what must
be prepared, not a brace for impact that may never come.

FROM THE EASEL
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FROM AROUND THE STATE

Heroes or hotheads?

By the Daily Vidette Editorial Board
Illinois State University

The American response to the January 12
carthquake in Haiti would make even a staunch
anarchist proud to be a U.S. citizen.

Unfortunately, a group of overzealous mis-
sionaries are beginning to damage our country’s
newly acquired, less arrogant image.

In what many feel is a humanitarian effort
gone awry, 10 American missionaries are waiting
to be sentenced after attempting to cross into
the Dominican Republic with 33 “kidnapped”
Haitian children.

The group said they were taking the children
toa ncwly established orphanagc in the Domin-
ican Republic_. and that the children had lost
their families in the earthquake. Reports are now
surfacing that for many of the children, that is
not the case.

One of Haiti’s many concerns since the quake
has been human trafficking, and the group of
missionaries, which calls itself the New Life
Children’s Refuge, had no passports or docu-
ments for the Haitian children.

“We tell all Americans all over the world 24
hours a day that you are subject to the laws of
the country where you find yourself,” Donald

Moore, the U.S. consul general in Haiti, told re-
porters.

In a society suffering a degree of devastation
many families will never have to comprehend,
we can see the train of thought New Life mis-
sionaries may have had.

After all, the group was trying to offer a better
life for the destitute, and in thar situation, many
would claim they might act the same way.

It they had gone through proper adoption
procedure, maybe this situation would have
been seen as heroic.

To read morve, visit www.DailyVidette.com
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT

Senate approves court candidates

By Jenna Mitchell

& Erica Whelan

Staff Reporter &

Student Government Editor

The student senate inducted two
justices to the student supreme court
at Wednesday’s meeting.

Jose Alarcon, a senior Eng]ish and
foreign languages major, was unani-
mously approved as a justice by a vote
of 29-0-0.

Alarcon submitted to a question-
and-answer session where senators

asked about his qualiﬁcations.

As a third-semester senator before
submitting an application, Alarcon’s
goals include working ciosely with in-
cumbents and taking on new chal-
lenges in the judicial branch, the only
branch he has yet to serve on. Previ-
ously, Alarcon served as the vice presi-
dent for student organizations at Elgin
Community College

“I would like to rake a close look
at each and every case to put it in con-
text,” Alarcon said.

During the discussion, Alarcon

was asked to cl:u'ii:)r if he had official-

iy announced his Candidacy for execu-

tive vice president for the 2010-2011
school year.

Some senate members expressed
concern that pursuing this position
would prevent him from fulfilling his
responsibilities as a supreme court jus-
tice.

When Alarcon denied making an
official claim of candidacy, senate
member Zach Caskey produced print-
outs of information posted on the Fa-
cebook group titled “Jose L. Alarcon
for Executive Vice President” as evi-
dence to the contrary.

The printouts showed a statement

made by Alarcon that read “I officially
announce my candidacy for Executive
Vice-President of Student Government
for the Academic year 2010-2011. As
of now, I have no party affiliation.”

Despite confusion voiced regarding
the statement, Alarcon said he has no
set intentions to run for the executive
position.

Along with Alarcon, Molly Button,
a freshman history major, was induct-
ed by a vote of 24-5-0.

Button answered questions from
the senate about to her experience and
motives for expressing interest in the

student supreme court.

Button and Alarcon, along with five
new senators, were approved to their
respective positions.

Senate members also approved a by-
law change that will reflect revisions
made to the student body constitu-
tion. The revisions eliminated the three
districts senate members could identi-
fy with while running. The resolution
passed by a vote of 28-1-0.

Jenna Mitchell & Erica
Whelan can be reached at 581-
7942 ov DENnewsdesk@gmail.com.

TARBLE ARTS CENTER

Vaginas’ voices empower women, dismiss taboos

By Ashley Holstrom
Staff Reporter

“If your vagina had a voice, what
would it say? What would it wear?”

Eve Ensler, performing artist and
creator of “The Vagina Monologues,”
interviews women annually, asking
questions akin to this in order to add
new stories to her play about woman-
hood. As time went on, she received
more stories about violence, rape and
abuse toward women, leading to her
founding of V-Day, an organization
to help end violence against women.

This weckend, the 4Women group
is producing “The Vagina Mono-

logues” to raise money and awareness
for this cause.

Jeannie Ludlow, women'’s studies
coordinator and an English professor,
is the &lculry adviser for the piay.

“Each monologue is about two to
eight minutes long and in a different
woman’s voice,” Ludlow said.

The content for each monologue is
different: From a rant about menstru-
ation, to a cheerful anecdote about
sexual pleasure, to a memory of rape,
this 90-minute play will leave the au-
dience on an emotional roller coaster.

Strong language will be used and
stories are blunt; it may be difficult for
sexual assault victims, Ludlow said.
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AJ Walsh, a communication stud-
ies instructor and actor in “The Vagi-
na Monologues,” said the thing she is
looking forward to is the audience’s
reaction.

“It is such a provocative work, and
it really gets the audience to think,
laugh and sometimes cry,” Walsh said.
“It is definitely an experience for the
audience.”

Eastern has put this show on twice
before, in 2006 and 2008.

“We do it every other year to avoid
audience saturation, which is when
audiences become bored with the
same play being shown every year,”
Ludlow said.
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Crystal Grissom, a senior theatre
arts and physical education major, is
directing the play. She wanted the job
because the play has a powerful mes-
sage about issues women face, along
with gaining personal experience to
achieve her goal of becoming a the-
ater teacher.

Ludlow said she is excited the show
has more student participation than
in previous years, when most of the
actors were faculty members.

“The Vagina Monologues” will be
performed today, Friday and Satur-
day in the Tarble Arts Center Atri-
um. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the
show starts at 7 p.m. The 90-min-

ute show has no intermission and can
seat fewer than 200 people per per-
formance. Tickets are $5 for students
and seniors, $10 for everyone else,
and can be purchased by contacting
Jeannie Ludlow in the Women’s Re-
source Center at 581-5947, or at the
Union ticket office. Few tickets will
be sold at the door.

All money raised on ticket sales
goes to the Sexual Assault Counsel-
ing Information Services and HOPE,
a domestic violence shelter thar serves
local counties.

Ashley Holmstrom can be reached
at 581-7942 or alholstrom@eiu.edu.
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CRIME, from page 1

or gift to minors, party trash and dis-
orderly conduct, are associated with
alcohol, bur not all. Webb attrib-
uted the increase to a partnership
between Eastern and the city of
Charleston to address student is-
sues that impact the community as
a whole.

She said Eastern also received a
federal grant from the Office of Ju-
venile Justice and Delinquency Pre-
vention that provides funding for
education and the enforcement of

alcohol laws. The Office of Student

Standards is partnering with the
CPD to address alcohol-related be-
haviors.

“Our goal is to reduce the in-
juries and other behavioral con-
cerns that are often associated with
underage consumption, so we can
provide a safe environment for all
of our students and other commu-

nity members,” Webb said.

Jacgui Reinhart can be reached ar
581-7942 or at jereinhart@eiu.edu.

SWAP, from page 1

“Trust was
the big issue
haunting
everyone.”

Jim Littleford, Charleston
School District superintendent

to putting together the next fiscal years
budget, which begins on July 1,” Lilly
said.

The administration within the
school districts will look at their ex-
penses and see where they can cut back
and save, given the financial situation
of the state.

“In an uncertain economic time
within the state and the nation, any
time you ask for a tax increase, no mat-
ter whart kind of tax it might be, its a
difficult question to ask,” Lilly said.

And, along with the economic issues
occurring, the school district pledge to
lower the property taxes was not bind-
ing, Lilly said.

“The citizens were concerned that
the Coles County school districts
would not necessarily follow through
with the tax abatement,” Littleford
said. “Trust was the big issue haunting
everyone.”

Kayleigh Zyskowski can bereached
at 581-7942
or at kyskowski@eiu.edu.
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Confusion winner in primaries

Associated Press

CHICAGO — The primary elec-
tion that was expected to launch a
political battle in President Barack
Obama’s home state instead left Dem-
ocrats and Republicans squabbling
amongst themselves Wednesday over

governor’s races that were virtually

tied.

Gov. Pat Quinn claimed victory in
the Democratic primary over Comp-
troller Dan Hynes, despite a mar-
gin of less than 1 percent. He got a
congratulatory telephone call from
Obama on Wednesday.

“It’s time to end the ﬂghting,”
Quinn said as he thanked voters at a
Chicago train station. “I don't believe
we are benefiting in Illinois, certain-
ly in the Democratic party; by having
fighting.”

Hynes has not conceded, but
scheduled an “important announce-

ment” abourt the race on Thursday

morning. His campaign did not re-
turn repeated messages secking more
information.

On the chublican side, Sen. Bill
Brady led by just a few hundred votes
over Sen. Kirk Dillard. Dillard said a
victory by Brady, a downstate conser-
vative with little support in the Chica-

Quinn’s lead had widened Wednes-
day evening to 8,090 votes out of
more than 912,000 cast. Brady’s lead
in the Republican race was a mere
406 votes out of 765,000.

Quinn is trying to win the gov-
ernor’s office on his own merits af-
ter inheriting it a year ago when
Blagojevich was ousted, partly over al-
legations thart he tried to sell Obama's
former Senate seat.

Two months ago, Quinn appeared
set to easily win the nomination.
But he was weighed down by the
baggage of his two campaigns with
Blagojevich, his support for a major
tax increase and a botched program
that granted early release to some vi-
olent prison inmartes.

The race became a dead heat with
Hynes, and the two traded bitter ac-
cusations of incompetence and dirty
campaign tactics.

Hynes campaign manager Michael

go area, would hurt the GOP’s chanc-
es of reclaiming the governor’s office.

“If he’s the nominee, he'll have a
much, much more difficult time than
me bcating Pat Quinn,” Dillard said
Wednesday at a Republican “unity”
breakfast.

Illinois Republicans hope to cap-
ture the governor’s post as well as
Obama’s former Senate seat by ex-
ploiting Democratic turmoil and scan-
dal, including the arrest and ouster of
former Gov. Rod Blagojevich. GOP
victories in an increasingly Demo-
cratic state would be another blow to
Obama, already stinging from the Re-
publican victory in a Massachusetts
special election for Edward Kennedy's
former Senate seat.

The Senate primary produced no
surprises. State Treasurer Alexi Gian-
noulias, an Obama friend and for-
mer banker, captured the Democrat-
ic nomination. Five-term U.S. Rep.
Mark Kirk was the Republican pick. ~ Rendina said the nomination could

For governor, it was a different sto-  hinge on how many absentee and pro-
Iy, visional ballots remain to be counted.

One or both of the races could Absentee ballots can trickle in for
the next two weeks. In addition, Illi-
nois lets people vote despite questions
about their registration status; now
officials must decide which of those

wind up going to a recount. Illinois
law doesn’t require recounts in close
races, so the candidates would have
to decide whether to request one and
cover the costs.

Thursday
@10 p.m.

! adies Niﬁht

*$6 Fishbowls

*$5 Cosmos

*$2 Tequila &
Lemon Drop Shots

DEN Advertising
581.2816

| |

Dellly Speel
Monday Thursday »
$.50 Boneless $.50 Boneless Ey FFALO WILD ‘NINQ_!
Regular Miller Lite $2.00 | Tall Miller Lite $2.75 =¥ GRILL &BAR ¥=
Tuesday Captain and Coke $3.00
$ 45 Traditional Wings Fiid Well Bloody Marrys $2.25
Tall Coors Light $2 75 foay . Gin and Tonics $2.25

Original Margarita's $2.256 :

Wednesda Regular Coors Light $2.00
Leinenkugels $3.00 Saturd ay Bears Tower Miller Lite $13.50
Guiness $3.00 Well Long Island $2.25

r———————————

ISuperbowl Special

I Large Unlimited Toppings Pizza

I
77$9.99

Carry Out Only

o

provisional ballots are valid.
Feb.20"

end/Annuatt-
Rolankaw

Girls Girls Girls...Sign Up Now!
Polar  $500"1*Place

Bikini  $200%2"Place

Contest $50"3"Place
Sisnup@ltheP

Sponsored by Red Bull/Coors Light/Jagermeister.

=

Sign a lease with University Village and have a chance to win

1,000.00 C.

I
|'Q"'ﬂ'-

2, 3 and 4 Bedroom homes

February 20th
EIU Men's
Baskethall Game.

oo

atthe

400

www.universityvillagehousing.com

Call: _ 1

-

o= i

-.".' !
h_ll—_—_—_—_—_




Greetings From...

all over. Many Eastern students take
advantage of the opportunity to study
elsewhere. While many travel overseas, others
simply go across the country. Here are tales

of five students’ trips to lands near and far.
Stories by Emily Steele

3]

- public.

t J  Asafreshman, the junior health studies major knew she wanted to study abroad.

Grantham, Engﬁnd L News Editor
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What is the biggest thing Emily Schumacher misses about not being home? Beirig able to wear sweatpants in

Thé'&ze of notebook paper, different foods and familiar words having completely different definitions are justa V
fewof the things Schumacher has had t deal with while studying abroad in Grantham, England, this scmester.

“I wanted to go abroad to learn about myself, gain some independence, challenge myself and, of course, see Eu-
g |, rope!” Schumacher said.
292 /" While studying at Hadaxton College, which isa branch of Evansville University in Evansville, Ind., she has been
4 able to travel to other cuntrics on the weekends.

I the ime since she has been in England, Schumacher said she has already learned about different cultures,
standards, fumilies, language, everyday life and ‘that the exchange rate is awful™

el

) G /3

Rock Hills, South Carolina ~CE ‘ ‘ B __

Taking a rock climbing class, catching a 3 a.m. train out of New \.,_(3

+ York and body surfing in between classes were never things Megan
Thacher imagined would be part of her college experience.

But when the junior psychology major joined the National Stu-
dent Exchange program, she had a chance to study at both the Uni-
versity of Rhode Island in Kingston, RL, in the fall semester and
Winthrop University in Rock Hill, S.C., for the spring semester.

_ Thacher chose to attend Eastern because of the National Student

Exchange program. The program, coordinated through the Honors
. College, allows undergraduare students to attend any other universi-
ty in the U.S. and Canada.

“I did not have the finances to really sady abroad, i.e. overseas, I
had to look into a different sort of experience,” Thacher said. “Bon-
nie (Irwin, dean of the Honors College) was so passionate and en-
thusiastic about NSE, and the rewards that other swdents had found
on NSE, that it was contagious and prompted me jump on the op-
portunity.”

The most difficult part for Thacher has been being away from her
friends and family. She compares the experience to being a fresh-
man again,

“You had to make new friends, find your classrooms and the caf-
eteria, adjust to new professors, learn an entirely new academic sys-
tem and, of course, explore the surrounding area, and find the Wal-
Mart” Thacher said.

During her rime art each university, Thacher would explain the
program to other students, whose eyes would lightup at the thought
as she spoke.

“Take advantage of the NSE experience and of the other opportu- s

nities EIU offers to try something new, be it NSE, travel abroad, un-

J Ej;e}C?s ta Rica

Heather Gerrish must have heard that the best way to learn a language
is to immerse yoursdlfin it, becausc, asa student in Costa Rica, that is ex-
actly what she is doing,

As a freshman English major with a minor in Spanish, Gerrish jumped
on the oppormunity to study at the Universidad Veritas in San Jose. Itis
her personal and professional goal to leam to speak Spanish.

“I've never had a good opportunity to travel before, and when some-
onevisits other countries on vacation, he or she rarely experiences the cul-
ture beyond the rourist destinations,” Gerrish said. “Actually living in a
country and attending school with the locals presents a fanrastic oppor-
tunity to really’experience the true culture, and geta fresh perspective on
your own.”

Ironically, the reason:she chose to go the Costa Rica is also the most
difficult part for Gerrish.

“The hardest part has been dealing with the language barricr” Gerrish
said. “Though this particular schopl has around 100 intemational stu-
dents at a time, almost all Ameéricans, it's been a little frustrating to not
able to express.myself as mueh.Iwant to with my host family and Cos-
ta Rican friends”

Despite the fact that she is more than 1,500 miles from home, Gerrish

dergrad research, or internships,” Thacher said. “Going ousside of the __ ;¢ constantly amazed by the lirtle things she has been able to do, such as

classroom is the easiest and most rewarding way to get the most our —

of your college career!”

being able to buy a banana for $0.12 or pet a Toucan.
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+**  The carrent exchange ratc is one British pound © $1.58.

)
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Afier having to extend her college carcer to take a required course, Car-
olyn Houze decided to take.a chance and study abroad.

“I had a semester open so | thought, “Why not?” Houze said.

A senior communication disorders and sciences major, Houze will be
in Salamanca, Spain, until mid-March and plans on taking advantage of
every minute she is there.

“Every weekend | want to go somewhere new and experience some-
thing different,” Houze said. “It’s a learning experience! Definitely worth
taking out that loan.”

In the month that she has been in Spain, Houze has already started
learning.

“I did wine tasting; I've drank sangria, which is famous in Spain, I
went to mass in gorgeous cathedrals, I took a road wip to Portugal and
walked along the Atlantic Ocean,” Houze said. “I've done quite a few
things, but I am only just beginning.”

Every day things are frustrating for Houze, who does not speak Span-
ish, and simplc crrands like getting groceries can be difficult for her.

“I have learned not to take so many things for granted,” Houze said.

Being homesick is one thing she has gotten used ro.

“It happens to everyone,” Houze said. “I have been homesick here and
there or even just wanted the routine I used to have, but once you get
used to it, it is such a mind opening and jaw dropping experience that I
couldn’t imagine not doing it.”

Houze joined the program after several relatives who rraveled frequent-

s ly spoke about the benefits of experiencing other cultures, and Houze has
become an advocate as well.

“I would definitely recommend this program to other people, not only
this one, but studying anywhere,” Houze said. “It is something [ will nev-

_ er forget.”

WV |
/ e Hola from gpai

13 / S q —Stephanie Cascio
N\
Ay Fl.ore'?ce:. ltaly } 3 L ! :

Chelsey Fuller planned to jump-start her career when she boarded
aplane to Iraly. ‘A family and consumer sciences major with a con-

centration in hospimlity management, Fuller is studying in Florence ..

at the Apicius International School-of Hospitality for the spring se-
mester.
Originally from Charleston; Fuller decided to travel after resedrch-

ing graduation requirements for the hospitality program, which re- *.*

=

quires an internship.

“I just happen to mention to Dr. Painter whart a great opportunity
it would be to turn a semester abroad into my internship; los of pa-.
perwork later, itall came rogether,” Fuller said.

For Fuller, the most difficult part has been adjusting to everyday
life in Lraly,

“It is quite different than in the states,” Fuller said. “For instance,
only being able to have the heat in ourapartment run for up t© eight
hours throughout the day, conserving hot water, finding equivalents
of food we like at the grocery store.” I

As part of the internship program, Fuller is enrolled in hospitality
courses, as well as an [ralian language course, and a food, aulture and
society in Iraly class.

“Studying abroad not only allows you to take classes ina different
culture, and learn that way, but we are here and are able to travel to
experience the culture hands on that we are learning of in the class-
room,” Fuller said.

Iii the time she has been abroad, Fuller admits that she was initial-
ly out of her comfort zone, but she has learned to be open to new ex-
periences.

“It’s not a bad way of living here, just different,” Fuller said. “Bur
with your eyes open to these new experiences, you can learn so
— much.”
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’ Announcements
u

If you used Yas or Yasmin birth control
pills between 2001 and the present
time and developed blood clots or suf-
fered a stroke or heart attack requiring
hospitalization, you may be entitled to
compensation. Call attorneys Anna
Yakle and Charles Johnson 1-800-535-
5727
2/4

Charleston Elks: Now booking socials
and functions. 217-345-2646 or 217-
549-9871

2/5

? Lost & found

FOUND!! LEATHER GLOVES IN BUZ-
ZARD PARKING LOT. DESCRIBE TO
CLAIM: 581-7364.

213

p Help wanted

IBartending! Up to $250/day. No ex-
perience necessary, training provided.
1-800-965-6520 ext. 239.

h Sublessors

1 person needed to sublease a 4 bed-
room apt. for Fall 2010 at University
Village, $375/month. Contact 618-554-
3078

5/3

2/11
SUBLESSOR NEEDED and now through
next year 3 people to share a 5 BR
house at 731 4th 5t. INCLUDES WASH-
ER/DRYER! $275 single/mo. low utili-
ties! 708-567-8420

ﬂ For rent

SUPER NICE 3 BEDROOM HOUSE on 2nd
St. available for Fall 2010. 100% remod-
eled, Oversized 2 car attached garage,
Washer/dryer, Pets ok. $395/person 217-
549-2220

00

2/4

HOUSES FOR RENT: 3 blocks from Old
Main, kitchen appliances, washer/dryer: 3
bedroom house, $275 each, 10 month
leases, 1515 11th. 3 bedroom house, $250
each, 10 month lease, 1521 11th. 2 bed-
room house, $275 each, 10 month lease,
1517 11th. Call 549-7031

2/5

‘ For rent

‘ For rent

NER OF gth & TAFT, ALL INCLUSIVE @
$435 PP/ FURNISHED NEW STACKED W/D
IN EACH UNIT. 4 UNITS/CERAMIC TILED
AND 3 UNITS/NEW CARPET. 24/7 VIDEO
SECURITY. CALL 345-6210 OR VIEW AT
EIPROPS.COM

2/15

spring mattresses and more. 2 side by
side refrigerators, washer and dryer, full
basement, central air, large yard, 2 1/2
baths, & key locked bedrooms. $320 per
person. Call Jan at 232-7653. Available
August 2010, 1 block N. of O'Brien.

00

3 Bed, 2 bath house for 2010-11, 3 blocks
from campus, washer/dryer, pets possi-
ble.273-2507.

216

APEX Property Management Now Leas-
ing. 1, 2& 3 bdr apts for Fall 2010. 217-
345-3754

00

Fall 2010, 4 bedroom house, 3 blocks from
campus, washer/dryer, central air, porch,
yard, garage, $300 per person. 348-0394
216
Fall 2010, 2 bedroom house, 1 block from
campus, central air, washer/dryer, porch,
yard, parking, $350 per person. 348-0394
216
3 BR House, 2 Blocks from EIU. Washer/
Dryer, D/W, $250 per bedroom. Fall 2010.
3488286

217
2 $ 3 bedroom student housing apts. 2
blocks from campus on 3rd street, fur-
nished or unfurnished, 1 month free rent.
2176206989

2/18
BEST DEAL ON CAMPUS: 5-6 bedroom
behind UPD $250/person/month. Last
one to rent— so you benefit! Washer/Dry-
er, trash, and lawn service induded. No
Pets. 345-5037

219
3 &4 BDR HOUSES ON 12TH. W/D, D/W,
A/CINCLUDED. AVAILABLE JUNEORAU-
GUST. 217-549-9346

2/19
3 BEDROOM HOUSES FROM $265/PER-
SON, 3BR APT 415 HARRISOM. 348-5032,
549-4074

2/26
Now leasing for 10-11 school year! 1,2,
and 3 bedroom fully furnished apart-
ments available! Great locations, awe-
some prices, call todayto see what Unigue
Properties has to offer. 217-345-5022
www.unique-properties.net

2/28
Now leasing for 10-11 school year! 3bed-
room, 1 bath duplex, located at 1703 11th
street. Fully furnished & washer/dryer.
Call today 217-345-5022 www.unigue-
properties.net

2/28
www.woodrentals.com, 345-4489, Jim
Wood, Realtor

312

Countryview Estates: 1, 2, & 3 bedroom
units. Must meet qualifications. Please call
348-3002 EHO

2/5
New 1 BRapts on 1st and 11th St. Great lo-
cations with W/D, dishwasher and more.
www.gbadgerrentals.com 345-0595.

2/5
New 3BR, 2BA, just biock and a half to buz-
zard! Very nice with W/D and dishwasher,
no pets. www.gbadgerrentals.com 345-
9505,

2/5
Fall 2010: 2 BR apts. Close to Campus. 9th
St. 217-549-1449

2/5

NEW LISTING: 3 BR Brittany Ridge. Low
utilities, brand new windows. Trash in-
cluded. 3-4 ppl $225/275 pp. 773-263-
4392
3

3 BEDROOM HOUSE: LOW RENT, LEASE
NEGOTIABLE, WASHER/DRYER, DISH-
WASHER, CENTRAL AIR, DECK. TRASH
AND MOWING INCLUDED. (217)549-
6967

5/3
APARTMENTS NEAR OLD MAIN: ONLY
$365 PER PERSON INCLUDING ALL UTILI-
TIES PAID! 3 & 4 BEDROOMS. LEASE NE-
GOTIABLE. (217)549-6967

5/3

EXTRA NICE UPSTAIRS APT. 208 1./2 6th
$500.00 MONTH. CALL FOR DETAILS 549-
8734 AVAILABLE NOW! UTILITIES
SHARED!

2/5
Smiall House Close to Square: Forone per-
son $315/mo. 217-232-8548

2/8
Fall 2010, Great & br, 2 bath house, dish-
washer, parking, trash included, 2 blocks
from campus, 11 month lease. 618-610-
1253 or 520-990-7723

210
Fall 2010 newly, remodeled 4 br, 2 bath
house. Cental A/C, washer/dryer, dish-
washer, parking, 11 month lease. 815-210-
1107 or 520-990-7723

210
2 or 3 bedroom homes on 11th Street.
Washer/Dryer, trash, and lawn service in-
cluded. Mo pets. 345-5037.

212
ONLY 7 UNITS LEFT! 3 BDV2BATH APTS,
2403 8th 2 BLOCKS FROM CAMPUS, COR-

LOW RENT, NEGOTIABLE LEASE: 5 BED-
ROOM HOUSE, WASHER/DRYER, CEN-
TRAL AIR, DISHWASHER, PATIO. TRASH
AND MOWING INCLUDED. NEAR BUZ-
ZARD. (217)549-6967
5/3

7 BEDROOM, 2 BATH HOUSE. LOW RENT/
UTILITIES!! WASHER/DRYER, DISHWASH-
ER, CENTRAL AIR. TRASH AND MOWING
INCLUDED. NEAR LANTZ. LEASE NEGO-
TIABLE. (217)549-6967

5/3
Extra Nice apts, close to EIU. 1 &2 bed-
room, Includes parking, wireless, trash
pickup. Avail. June or August. From $250/
person. Locally Owned, Locally managed,
No Pets. 345-7286 www.jwilllamsrentals.
com

00
Take a look! Beautiful 2 story cape cod
styled home for rent at 1508 First street.
Completely furnished for 5-6 or 7 girls.
Hardwood flaors, leather furniture, new
maple computer desks and chests, inner-

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE sammy-
rentals.com. CURRENTLY AVAILABLE FOR
2010-11: 3 BEDROOM AND 4 BEDROOM
APTS. PLEASE CALL 348-0673/549-4011

(01]
HOUSE FOR RENT AT 501 TAYLOR. GREAT
LOCATION- 3 BLOCKS FROM CAMPUS. 3
BEDROOMS FOR 3 OR 4 STUDENTS. A/C,
CARPETED, EXCELLENT LOCATION! CALL
540-8734

00
2 Bedroom Apt, 1305 18th St, stove, re-
frigerator, microwave, trash pd, $250-
$425, www.CharlestonlLApts.com 217-
348-7746

00
1 Bedroom Apt, A Street, all appliances,
trash pd $510, www.CharlestoniLApts.
com 217-348-7746

00
2 Bedroom Apt, 3 blks from campus, 2001
S 12th St stove, refrigerator, microwave,
trash pd, $250-5475, furnished or unfur-

2Bedroom Apt, 955 4th St stove, refriger-
ator, microwave, dishwasher, garage, wa-
ter & trash pd, $275-5450, www.Charles-
tonlLApts.com 217-348-7746

oo
1 & 2 Bedroom Apts, 605 W Grant, stove,
refrigerator, dishwasher, w/d hookup or
washer/dryer, trash pd, $275-5520, www.
Charleston|LApts.com 217-348-7746

Qo
1 Bedroom Apt, 1308 Arthur Ave, 3 1/2
blks from campus, all appliances, pet
friendly (with dep), trash pd, $510, www.
Charleston|LApts.com 217-348-7746

oo
1 Bedroom Apt, 1305 18th St stove, re-
frigerator, dishwasher, w/d hockups or
washer/dryer, trash pd, $475-5495, www.
CharlestonlLApts.com 217-348-7746

oo

‘ For rent

5 bedroom house for girls. Fall 2010.
Hardwood floors, dishwasher, washer/
dryer basement. Very nice. Across from
O'Brien Field. No Pets. 345-7286 www.
Jwilliamsrentals.com
00

2 bedroom apts. all utilities included, just
east of Greek Court. 345-7008 or 549-
2615

00
NEW 5 BD 5 BATH. 1705 12th St. Tons of
Space and Very Nice! $395 each. 217-345
6100 www jensenrentals.com

]
NOW LEASING FOR 10/11 SCHOOL YEAR:
Large 5 bdrm house at 1109 4th Street.
Washer/dryer & garbageincluded. 10 Mo
lease 5260 per student. Call 3456257

00
Houses:5-7 ppl 1533 or 1537 3rd. 3 BRapt
1521 1st. 345-5048

00

‘ For rent

Campus View Suites (Marty's Apts.) 2 left,
huge four BR, fully fnshed, 48-inch TV w/
cable, internet, W/D, pking. 232-1545

00
Close to campus: 3 &4 BR units available.
Newly remodeled, very nice. www.pan-
therpropertiesnet 217-962-0790

00
Brittany Ridge Townhouse: 10-11 school
year—Walking distance to campus, 3 BR,
2.5 bathrooms, washer/dryer in unit, full
kitchen w/ dishwasher, trash and parking
included, furnished option available, low
monthly rent. Call 217-508-8035

00
6 bedroom, 2 bath, A/C, washer & dryer,
$350each, 1521 2nd 5t. 345-3273

00
2 BR Apts. 5 minute walk from campus.
All inclusive rates available. Great Deal.
217-273-2048

00

1 Bedroom Apt, 117 W Polk, all appliances,
trash pd, $495 www.CharlestonlLApts.
com 217-348-7746

oo
Grant View Apartments: 4 bedroom, 2 full
bath, fully furnished. Across from Rec Cen-
ter. $400/month. 345-3353

0o
Grant View Apartments: 5 bedroom du-
plex, 2 1/2 bath, kitchen/living area, laun-
dry room, big backyard. Behind Greek
Court. $385/month. 345-3353

Plain & Simple: Uncrowded
1BR apt for 1 from $335
1BR apt for 2 from $275-330/
2BR apt for 1 from $425

Z&BBR houses $275 300fperson W/D A/C walk to EIU

Jlm Wood Healtor

1512 A Street, P.O. Box 337
Charleston, IL 61920

living, Affordable rents

person

Most apts.
include cable
& Internet

=

5554.

nished, www.CharlestonlLApts.com 217- 00 217-345- 4439 — Fax: 345-4472  www. woodremais com
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FOOTBALL, from page 12

special kids and that they will be able
to get their opportunities.

Also in the signing class were 10 de-
fensive pla}vers, including two first-
team Tribune All State honorees. This
includes Providence’s Pete Houlihan
and De La Salle’s D.]. Bland. Bland
originally verbally committed to Alcorn
State, but changed to Eastern accord-
ing to the Northwest Indiana Times.

The Eastern coaching staff also
picked up a commitment from

Bolingbrook’s Marcus Lee, who
originally committed to Toledo.

The Bolingbrook connection has
been established before, bur this is the
first time where the Panthers have had
recruits in successive years.

“Coach (John) Ivlow knows we're
taking care of his kids and treating
them well, and he was the first one
he called when that happened,” said
Eastern defensive coordinator Roc
Bellantoni. “It lets you know you're
doing something well.”

The Panthers also picked up Boling-
brook defensive tackle Brandon Tuck-
er. Last year's recruiting class includ-
ed defensive lineman Roosevelt Holli-
day and defensive back Alex McNulty.
Sophomore defensive end Perry Burge
also came from Bolingbrook.

Other standouts from this year’s
class include Parkway Central’s (St.
Louis) Cameron Berra, a relative of
Yogi Berra. Cameron will play base-

ball at Eastern as well.

Charleston’s Adam Drake will join a
receiver corps that will return most its
startets from last season. Drake had 41
catches for 572 yards and two touch-
downs as a senior for the Trojans.

The Panthers finished 8-4 and cap-
tured the Ohio Valley Conference
Championship, but still fell short in
the playoffs.

They open up the 2010 season
Sept. 4 at lowa.

“We have to get over that hump,”
Spoo said.

Kevin Murphy can be veached
ar 581-7944
oy kimurphy@eiu.edu.
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AUDREY SAWYER | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Madeline Kish, a sophomore guard, looks for a teammate to pass the ball to dur-
ing practice on Monday in Lantz Arena.The Panthers will face SIU-E today.

CLAWS, from page 12

“(She) has been playing very well,”
Sallee said. “If you just let her catch
it deep in the post, she can hurt
you.”

Senior guard Ashley Bey will be a
threat to drive the ball deep on the
Panthers, and then dish the ball out
to players like sophomore guard Me-
lia Duncan.

“They drive it out of the point
guard (Bey),” Sallee said. “She’s really
quick. If youre not guarding her, then
you're going to have problems.”

Duncan is averaging 11.5 points per
game and shooting 38 percent from
three-point land, which worries Sallee.

“If she’s our there playing Horse be-
cause you are trying to help on their
point guard and help in the post, she
can hurt you,” Sallee said.

Sallee said it will be a good defen-

much offensive ability as other East-
ern opponents.

So, although SIU-E is ineligible to
get an OVC record, and a win or loss
would not affect the Panthers OVC
record, senior guard Dominique Sims
said there would not be a lack of fo-
cus.

“We take each game at a time and
we focus on us,” Sims said. “We never
focus on other teams and make sure
we execute.”

Sims said the team is going into the
game looking to work hard and get the
basics done — rebounding, getting and
making free throws and boxing out.

The game will be the two teams’
15th meeting. Eastern is 13-1 all-time
against the Cougars.

Alex McNamee can be reached at

sive test to try and slow the Cougars 581-7944
offense down because they have as or admcnamee@eilLedit
For rent : For rent ; For rent : For rent For rent
Extremely close to campus. 3 &4 BR Apts. 1/2 00 00 [44] CHOOSE FROM 345-6533
blockfrom Rec Center. Great Deal at$325/each.  FORFALL 2010: 7 BEDROOM, 2 KITCHEN, 2 LIV-  NOW LEASING 1, 2, 3, and 4 bedroom houses!  www.ppwrentals.com 00

Call 217-273-2048

00
Available now, large 1 & 2 bedroom apts. Ideal
for couples, cat ok, $350- 5400 per apt. Call 234-
7368 or 508-659%

00
Girls, are you looking for a large 3 bedroom fur-
nished apartment with large closets and low
heating bills? We offera 10 month lease, no pets
for $175 per month, Call 345-3664.

00
Large, close to campus 1and 2 bedroom apart-
ments. Water, electricity, over 100 channel ca-
ble package, and intemet all included at a low
price. Call 217-273-2048.

00
FOR FALL 2 and 3 bedrooms. Individual leases,
all utilities included, lots of extras. Only $415 per
month and can be furnished or unfumished.
Visit apartmentseiw.com or call 345-6001 for de-
tails.

00
Now renting for Fall 2010, 6 bedroom house, 4
bedroom house and 1 bedroom apartment. W/
in walking distance to campus. Call 345-2467

00
4 bedroom house, May lease. 6 bedroom
house, August lease. Close to campus. 345-
6533

00
3 bedroom nice house, 4 blocks from campus,
central air, washer/dryer, dishwasher, bar, park-
ing. 217-202-4456

00
NOWLEASING FOR 10/11 SCHOOL YEAR! Large
5 bdrm house at 1109 4th Street. Washer/dryer
&garbageincluded. 10 mo.lease. $260 per stu-
dent. Call 3456257.

ING ROOM, 2 BATHROOM HOUSE WITH HUGE
BACKYARD AND FRONT PORCH IN THE HEART
OF CAMPUS. CALL 217-493-7559 OR my-
eiuhome.com
00

JOIN THE EXPERIENCE! At Campus Pointe Apart-
ments we'll pay for your water, trash, cable TV,
internet and we'll give you a monthly electrical-
lowance. NOONE ELSEINTOWN INCLUDES ALL
THIS IN THEIR RENT! We offer 2 bedroom / 2
bathroom and 3 bedroom / 3 bathroom units
with dishwashers, microwaves, washers and
dryers, walk-in closets, and privacy locks. You'll
also enjoy our 24 hour computer lab and fitness
center, tanning facility, media lounge and all of
our outdoor amenities. PRICES START AT $415!
$99 security depaosit. Visit apartmentseilLcom or
call 217-345-6001 for more info.

00

Enjoy FREE tanning beds, a fitness center and
game room, fully furnished duplexes and
homes with up to 1600 sq. ft. FREE cable, FREE
water, FREE internet, and FREE trash! Our resi-
dents love the full size washer and dryer, dish-
washer and the queen size beds that each
home comes with. It's your choice... 6, 10, or 12
month individual leases! We offer roommate
matching and a shuttle service to campus. PETS
WELCOMEN Call us today at 345-1400 or visit
our website at www.universityvillagehousing.
com
00

PETS WELCOME! 1, 2, 3, AND 4 bedroom du-
plexes. Cable, Internet, and Water included. Call
345-1400

00

WWW.EIPROPS.COM
00

For Lease Fall 2010! 2-6 bedroom houses, great
locations and rates, www.blhi.org 217-273-
0675

00

www.pantherproperties.net
00

Tri County Management Group 1, 2, and 3 bed-
room apts. at4 GREAT locations: Park Place, Roy-
al Heights, Glenwood, and Lynn-Ro. Weekday
office hours. 715 Grant Ave. #101, 348-1479
www.tricountymg.com

00

NEW OME BEDROOM APTS AVAILABLE AUG
2010, washer/dryer, dishwasher, central heat &
alc, very nice & quiet. www.ppwrentals.com
348-8249

00
For Rent: 2010-2011. www.littekenrentals.com
217-276-6867

00
FORFALL 2010: VERY NICE 1, 2, 3,4, 6, 7, 8 BED-
ROOM HOUSES, TOWNHOUSES, AND APART-
MENTS. ALL EXCELLENT LOCATIONS. FOR
MORE INFORMATION CALL US AT 217-493-
7559 OR www.myeiuhome.com

Great Apt. for one. Great location, Great deal.
Very large. Call or text 217-273-2048
00
Apartments on the square. Efficiency 1 and 2
bedrooms $375-5500. Call 234-7368. NO securi-
ty deposit Required with approved application.
00
4 BD, 2 BATH APT. 1140 Edgar Dr. Furnished
$350 or Unfurnished $325 each. Nice, Large and
New! 217-345-6100 www.jensenrentals.com
00
1 bedroom apartment close to campus. Heat,
water, parking and trash included. 345-6533.

00
For 2010-2011: VERY NICE#6, 7, 8,9, 10 bedroom
houses. Near LANTZ on 1stand 2nd streets. Call
217-345-3148 for details or check out www.
pantherpads.com

0o
January Semester: 2 BR Apts. 5 or 6 mon. lease
options. Call Lincolnwood Pinetree Apts. 345-
6000

0o
Lincolnwood Pinetree Apts. has 1st semester
apts. available beginning August 2010. 345-
6000

00
Stop by or call Lincolnwood-Pinetree Apart-
ments for your Studio 1, 2, and 3 bedroom
apartments. Rent you can afford and you can
walk to campus! Call 345-6000 or stop by 2219
9th Street#17 oremail us at: lincpineapts@con-
solidated net

00
3BD- So Close to Campus! 2009 11th St. $350
each. 217-345-6100 www.jensenrentals.com

00
HOMES, DUPLEXES, 4, 3, or 6 Bedrooms. BUZ-
ZARD 1 BLOCK. W/D, C/A, 4 Bedroom with 2
Baths 345-3253

[44]
HOMES: 54 & 3 Bedrooms, Campus 1 Block,
W/D, C/A, D/W 2 Baths. 345-3253

00
Property available on 7th St.: 5 Bedroom House.
Call 217-728-8709.

00

WWW.JBAPARTMENTS.COM

0o
OLDETOWNE APARTMENTS: 1, 2, &, 3 BED-
ROOMS. CLOSETO CAMPUS. 4 LOCATIONS TO

FALL 10-11: 1, 2 &3 BR. APTS. WATER & TRASH
INCLUDED. PLENTY OF OFF-STREET PARKING.
BUCHAMAN ST. APTS. CALL 345-1266.

00
1,2, 3, and 4 bedrooms. Trash and parking in-
cluded. Great location. Call 217-345-2363.

00
Houses for rent: 3-6 bedrooms, A/C, off street
parking. www.ElUneighborhood.com or call
2731395

00
NEXT TO CAMPUS ON 9TH STREET. 4 bedroom
house available Aug 2010. www.ppwrentals.
com 348-8249

00

www.CharlestonlLApts.com

00
Close to campus, 3 BD house for rent, 2010-
2011 school yr. W/D, A/C & heat pump. 10-12
mo. lease. trash included. $350/person. 549-
5402

00
Large 3BD house for rent, 2010-2011 school yr.
W/D, HE A/C &HE furnace, trashincluded. 10-12
mo. lease, $300/person. 549-5402

00
2 BD apartment, trash & water included, fur-
nished, 10 or 12 month lease, $265/person,
1111 2nd St. next to City Park, call 348-5427

00
10/11 school year, newly remodeled 5 bed-
room, 3 bath @ 1837 11th 5t. close to campus,
decorated for group of 5 females, $260/month,
10 month lease, No pets, please call 728-7426

00
6 BD house near Rec Center, 2 BA, W/D, D/W,
C/A 345-6967

00
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MEN’S BASKETBALL | PROFILE

Players’ unique style key to team

Panthers bench
‘deepest’ under
Miller’s watch

By Bob Bajek
Sports Editor

A basketball team is only as good
as its depth,

Eastern head coach Mike Miller
thinks his squad has that depth.

“Having quality depth is a big key
to play consistent basketball through-
out the season,” Miller said. “This is
the deepest team we have. We have
substituted and have made big runs
with two or more players in.”

The Panthers’ bench consists of se-
niors Dewayne Wright, Jr. and Jay
Smith; juniors Curray McKinney
and Matt Dorlack; sophomore Zavier
Sanders; and freshmen James Hollow-
ell and Shaun Pratl.

The recent January stretch of play-
ing Southeastern Missouri, Murray
State, Eastern Kcntucky and More-
head State showed the bench’s impor-
tance in seasonal strategy.

“Q_uality dcpth is very important,
because you look at our schedule, we
had four games in cight days,” Mill-
er said. “If you don't use your bench,
you could wear out your team in the
middle of the year and it won't recov-
er.

With none of Miller's reserve players
alike, he said there is a flexibility of ro-
tations he could have on the court.

“It gives us the opportunities to let
them play off their strcngths a little bit,”
Miller said. “We've had some great per-
formances our of guys off the bench.

One of these performances was Pratd
scoring 15 points and having four as-
sists against rival Morehead State Jan.

16. Hollowell had a 19-point showing

@ The MOOSE
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Call 581-2816

against Tennessee Tech Jan. 4.

Besides scoring, Miller said some
guys also have strong defensive show-
ings, like Hollowell blocking a school
record six shots Jan. 2 against Jack-
sonville State.

The stats support Miller's opinion.
The bench scores 25.7 of Eastern’s 66.4
points per game, or about 39 percent.

AMIR PRELLBERG | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Senior guard Dewayne Wright Jr. prepares to shoot a free throw during practice Jan. 25 in Lantz Arena. The Pan-
thers will face SIU-E today in Edwardsville.

The reserves have 36 percent of the
boards, with 279 total. Blocking is a
forte, as Hollowell leads the Panthers
with 22 blocks. Eastern’s substitutes
have 41 out of G5.

Also, the bench creates turnovers,
having 62 of the total 133 steals.

Each player has a unique style,
Miller said.

Smith is one of the top shooters
on the team, with sinking 45.3 per-
cent of his shots and nailing 15 three-
pointers. He comes in when an offen-
sive spark is needed.

“My role is to come in and give
100 percent when I come in,” Smith
said. “Coach knows I'm a shooter, so
when I come in, I'm looking for my

Online exclusive

Watch red-shirt
freshman James
Hollowell show
off his blocking
skills at DEN
news.com

shot and helping the team anyway 1
can. I do what I can to give a positive
to the team.”

Freshman forward Shaun Pratl
spells seniors Ousmane Cisse and
Edin Suljic defensively. He used to
start at Richards High School in both
basketball and football. So, he said
this season is a little different not be-
ing a main player.

“You're expected that when your
name is called (to) come out with as
much energy as you've got and really
raise the tempo of the game or keep it
at its highest point,” Pratl said.

One of the challenges with coming
into the middle of a game, Smith said,
was getting into its flow mentally:

“I just try to keep my head in the
game,” Smith said. “Shooting is more
of a mental thing, so I've done a lot
of practice and repetition so my shot
will be there. You have to stay loose
and keep your head in the game. If
you do that, everything else will fall
into place.”

Pratl said the Panthers’ bench has a
strong bond.

“In practice, we go against the blue
team and the grey team with blue the
starters and gray the guys coming
off the bench,” Pratl said. “We nev-
er like to lose in practice and want to
beat the starters in every drill. Every
time, we try to be as competitive as
we can.”

Bob Bajek can be reached
at 581-7944 or rthajek@eiu.edu.
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i Top Cat

Lauren Nilsen, senior swimmer
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Senior focused
with final season

By Kevin Murphy
Staff Reporter

The only sound you'll hear when
Lauren Nilsen enters the pool is the
splash when she enters the water.

Nilsen, a senior on the Eastern
women's swim team, is a leader in
practice and out of the pool.

“I might not be the most outspo-
ken person during practice, but I def-
initely try to push people to do their
best,” Nilsen said.

“I like seeing my teammates do
well in meets, so I try to lead by ex-
amplc during practices by always
pushing myself to go faster. I think
that when people see me working
hard and doing good in sets that
it makes them want to work even
harder.”

The senior already owns the top
100-, 200-yard backstroke records
and the 200-yard individual med-
ley.

Eastern swim coach Matt Bos has
pushed Nilsen, like senior Lauren
Zillmer, to swim faster, especially in
their senior season.

“Bos always encourages me to swim
on faster intervals or swim with the
boys because in the end, it will make
me an even better swimmer,” Nilsen
said.

While Zillmer and Nilsen push
each other, both are different, but
similar as Nilsen noted.

“Zillmer and T are very similar
when it comes to the type of athletes
we are,” Nilsen said.

“We both have a strong work eth-
ic and a competitive attitude. We al-
ways want to do our best and finish
first in our races, We also like secing
our teammates do well and encourage

everybody to work hard and do their

*WINTER SPECIALS*
FRABBBABNIVABABININRREND

3 RENDROOMIUINITS
12 month lease

ROYAL HEIGHTS
1509 2nd Street

$795/month

PARKPLACEN
715 Grant Street
$785-$960/month
Second parking pass FREE at
this location

Trit County

Management Group

best. I think that we are both leaders -

in our own ways which has helped the
team adjust to the coaching change
over the past couple years.”

Nilsen has helped the Eastern
women's swim team post seven dual
meet wins in the past nine meets.

Bos said the focus has really shaped
a strong season for Nilsen.

The senior swimmer set a pool re-
cord in the 200-yard backstroke last
week.

“I think that being a senior and

knowing that this is the last time I will
be competitively swimming is some-
thing that has caused me to puta lot of
focus on this season,” Nilsen said.
“I've been swimming for so long
that I really want to end this season
on a high note. I want to end my last
conference meet knowing that I gave
it my all and be happy with how I
end my swimming career.”

Bos thinks her focus is greater this
season because she’s able to do most
sets and a different variety of strokes.

“She’s got the ability to swim with
anybody,” Bos said. “She’s been able
to handle it.”

Bos said her training has been
consistent this season and that’s why
Nilsen is one of the most consistent
swimmers this season and within
the program.

But that focus includes trying to
help the Panthers win against Saint
Louis for the first time since 2001.

“We kind of jumped on them
early and she was a part of that,”
Bos said.

“She can definitely set the tone
for a meet.”

Nilsen’s focus will come down to
one final regular meet — Saint Lou-
is and the Summit League Champi-
onships later this month.

A

Kevin Murphy can be reached
at 581-7944
or kjmurphy@eiu.edu.
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Senior swimmer Laura Nilsen excels in the water as well as on the sidelines where she is pushing and cheering for
her teammates. According to coaches, Nilsen is one of the most consistent swimmers this season.

Study Abroad!

Stop by 1207 Blair Hall

to learn more!

(217) 581- 7267

D www.ein.edu/~edabroad/

FIT TO A TEE
Screen Printing

413 N. 15th, MATTOON, ILLINOIS

217-235-4501 FAX 217-235-4503

see our collection at
www.sportswearcollection.com

BxanvnasE

Thursday Specials « Open Mic Night!
Bar Kitchen

_ Gyro w/ Fries &
$2 Miller Bottles Drink $6.00

$1 Drafts e |

EVERYDAY!
6 7 oz. Bud or Bud Light Bottles $5.50
&

Pabst Blue Ribbon $2.00




b @DEN_Sports tweet of the day: Eastern alumnus Sean Payion geis quirky by greeting Saints players dressed as a hotel bellman.

SPORTS

Sports Editor

Bob Bajek

217+581 7944
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com

THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

DENNEWS.COM

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2010

No9-92, VOLUME 94

VIEWS

Bringing in
the bling

The number of Ohio Valley Conference hon-
ors just keeps increasing for the Panthers.

In just three weeks of action, the men’s and
women’s track teams have produced five athletes
who have received OVC honors for their per-
formances.

The five athletes have combined for eight to-
tal awards.

Last week, at the Illinois Intercollegiate meet,
seniors Erin O’Grady and Kandace Arnold
walked away with Ohio Valley Conference Fe-
male Track and Field Achletes of the Week.

Arnold received her third award of the season
with her first place finishes in the weight throw
and the shot put. O’Grady received her first by
winning the mile and 1000-metter run.

The 1000m victory by O’Grady was impres-
sive because it was her first time running the
event.

She usually does not run that short of events,
but obviously, it worked out for the best.

“It was just for fun,” O’Grady said. “T had
no idea what I was doing. [ just went out
there and tried to use my endurance against
(their) speed. I made a move with 400 (me-
ters) to go because I knew how shorrt it was and
it worked out.”

O’Grady’s time of five minutes and six sec-
onds in the mile was an all-time best for her and
put her seventh on the Eastern all-time list, but
she still is setting her goals h.igher.

“I would love to break five (minutes) this
year,” said O’Grady, “I think if we go to a big
meet with great competition that hopefully T
will just get dragged to it.”

One of the things the two women have in
common is rhey are both great leaders who strive
to be better.

‘While O’Grady is trying to decrease her mile
time below five minutes, Arnold is trying to beat
her longest weight throw of 59-9.75, an East-
ern record that she hit at last seasons EIU Mega
Meet. Arnold said she has a plan on how she is
going to beat it.

“We only have three meets until conference,”
Arnold said. “So if I'm throwing 56 right now,
then next time if [ throw 57, then 58, then 59
and then I'm at 60 (for OVC Championships).
That's all I need.”

Other Panthers to win the award this year
were red-shirt senior Chandra Golden, red-shirt
senior Dorrian White and junior transfer Dar-
ren Patterson.

Patterson has earned two in his first three
weeks as a Panther.

In a three-week span, Eastern has had an ath-
lete in each of the four honorable mentioned
spots.

If the Panthers continue their dominant per-
formances, they may land all four spots in one
week. Their first chance at accomplishing that
task will be this weekend at the Notre Dame
Meyo Invite.

Bob Shaughnessy can be reached at
581-7944 or
rrshaughnessy@eiu.edu.

EASTERN SPORTS SCHEDULE

Women'’s basketball
Thursday at SIU Edwardsville
7 p.m. - Edwardsville

Women’s tennis
Friday at Saint Louis
4 p.m. - Sunset Tennis Center

FOOTBALL | NATIONAL SIGNING DAY

QB position at questlon

State honorees
part of next class

By Kevin Murphy
Staff Reporter

Eastern head coach Bob Spoo is
most concerned about the quarter-
back position.

He addressed the importance
of the position on National Sign-
ing Day at O’Brien Stadium to an-
nounce the 2010 recruiting class
with 19 football athletes.

Football Bowl Subdivision quar-
terbacks have led the Panthers for
the past three seasons, including
Jake Christensen (Iowa), Bodie
Reeder (Wyoming) and Cole Stin-
son (Ball State). Mike Donato was
the last non-FBS quarterback.

The Panthers signed three quar-
terbacks, including one athlete-
quarterback this season.

Marshall quarterback Taylor
Duncan, Rolling Meadows™ Jimmy
Garappolo and athlete Sam Hen-
dricks join Brandon Large and Doug
Reynolds as potential starters.

Spoo said Jeff Thorne was the
last true freshman quarterback to

start for the Panthers in 1990.

“It’s not beyond the realm of
possibility,” Spoo said. “They’re go-
ing to compete. Whoever emerges

will be the guy.”

AUDREY SAWYER | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Head football coach Bob Spoo answers questions about the team’s recruits for next season Wednesday
afternoon at O'Brien Stadium. National signing day brought in 19 new recruits for the Panthers.

Eastern offensive coordinartor
Roy Wittke is not ruling out a No.
1 signal caller quite yet.

Wittke said getting a quarter-

2010 Eastern Illinois football recruiting class

Player Position Height Weight Hometown
Cameron Berra Kicker 5-11 203 St. Louis, Mo.

DJ. Bland Defensive back  6-1 185 Chicago

Rex Bonham Tight end 6-3 232 New Carlisle, Ohio
Tavares Crawford Defensive back  5-10 165 Belle Glade, Fla.
Adam Drake Wide receiver 6-2 170 Charleston
Taylor Duncan Quarterback 6-3 200 Marshall

Niko Foltys Defensive end 6-4 220 Lockport

Jimmy Garappolo Quarterback 6-3 208 Rolling Meadows
Justin Grant Defensive back  6-0 205 Venice, Fla.
Adam Gristick Linebacker 5-10 202 Allentown, Pa.
Sam Hendricks Athlete 6-4 212 Cincinnati, Ohio
Pete Houlihan Defensive back  5-11 165 New Lenox
Marcus Lee Linebacker 6-0 210 Bolingbrook
Jimmy Lera Running back 5-8 170 Lake Park, Fla.
Collin Seibert Offensive line 64 260 Oswego
Brandon Tucker Defensive tackle 6-1 279 Bolingbrook

Jon Voytilla Defensive line 6-3 250 St. Charles

Alex Wethy Offensive line 6-4 255 Miami, Fla.

John Wurm Defensive back  6-1 203 Dublin, Ohio

back out of high school was a prior-
ity. He also said this year, the Pan-
thers been able to gain a couple

FOOTBALL, page 9

High school

Parkway Central

De La Salle Institute
Tecumseh

Glades Central
Charleston

Marshall

Lockport Township
Rolling Meadows
Venice

Parkland

Indian Hill
Providence Catholic
Bolingbrook

Palm Beach Gardens
Oswego
Bolingbrook

East

Columbus

Coffman

By Alex McNamee
Assistant Sports Editor

The teams that keep winning in
February and March are the teams
that sharpen up their game, ac-
cording to head women's basketball
coach Brady Sallee.

That is what he is having his
team do as it prepares for today’s 7
p-m. road contest against Southern
Illinois-Edwardsville in Edwards-
ville,

Eastern is working on things
that Sallee said he saw slip in Jan-

Men'’s tennis
Friday at Saint Louis
4 p.m. - Sunset Tennis Center

uary, although the team won every
game that month,

“We're working on the timing
between our perimeters and our
post players so they can be at a
place where we can take advantage
of all those positions,” Sallee said.

One of his complaints about the
Panthers’ last game against Jackson-
ville State was that they settled for
too many jump shots, including 19
three-point attempts.

“We understand what our shots
are supposed to look like and all
those threes and jump shots are

Women's basketball
Saturday at Southeast Missouri State

5:30 p.m. - Cape Girardeau, Mo.

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL AT SOUTHERN ILLINOIS-EDWARDSVILLE, 7 P.M

Sharpening their claws for SIU-E

part of our offense, but only after
we explore the inside a little bit,”
Sallee said.

Since the team attempted 19
threes in its last game, freshman
guard Ta'Kenya Nixon said the
team has been working on its mo-
tion to prod,uce better passing,

“We've been working on motion
to get the ball going,” Nixon said.
“The ball was kind of sticking a lit-
tle bit at Jacksonville State, but this
week in practice we've been work-
ing on that.”

Nixon said the Panthers are not

Men's basketball

afraid of taking the three-point
shot. She said that they would take
it if it were there.

Eastern (14-8, 10-1 in the Ohio
Valley Conference) will look to im-
prove upon thart against SIU-E
(6-17).

However, Sallee said the Panthers
have more to worry about than just
their offense against the Cougars.

The Cougars’ leading scorer is
freshman forward Raven Berry,
who Sallee said is developing into a
force down low.

CLAWS, page 9

For more
. ) I
Saturday at Southeast Missouri Ricascisee
; eiupanthers.
7:45 p.m. - Cape Girardeau, Mo. el

NATIONAL SPORTS
College Basketball

Purdue at Indiana
6 p.m. on ESPN

NBA

Heat at Cavaliers
7 p.m.on TNT

NHL

Sharks at Blues
7 p.m.on FSN

College basketball
Tennessee at LSU
8 p.m. on ESPN2

NBA

Spurs at Trailblazers
9:30 p.m. on TNT
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FEATURE | ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT

AMIR PRELLBERG | MINORITY TODAY

Left: Senior forward Edin Suljic practices free throws Jan. 25 in Lantz Arena. Right: Senior center Ousmane Cisse throws an outlet pass against Southeast

Missouri Jan. 9 in Lantz Arena. The two seniors have been key contributors for the men’s basketball team. This is Cisse’s fourth year and Suljic’s second.

Foreign players find common ground

Cisse, Sujlic provide international perspective for Eastern men’s basketball team

By Bob Bajek
Staff Reporter

Recruitinginternational play-
ers is difficult and often more
expensive, but two members of
Eastern’s basketball team fall
under that category.

Ousmane Cisse, a senior
center on the Eastern men’s
basketball team, lived in Adbi-

djan, Ivory Coast.

Cisse said the nation is small
and simple.

“People are very nice,” Cisse
said. “I love my country.”

Cisses’ father, a Muslim,
had Ousmane attend an Arabic
school. During that time Ous-
mane learned Arabic and read
the Quran. His father influenced
Ousmane’s interest in athletics

as a youngster. Cisse said he
played soccer and basketball
but his father encouraged him
to pursue basketball after he
grew taller.

Cisse came to America in
October 2004 to play basketball
for the Community Christian
School in Atlanta, which had
only 150 students.

A student exchange program

made Cisse’s immigration to
America possible. He stayed
with his host parents Ron and
Brenda Miller. He said adjust-
ing was difficult. Cisse said
leaving his entire family behind
and keeping in contact with
them was very difficult.

“I have a very big family,”
he said.

Cisse said his mother had six

children.

“In Africa, a family is not
just your mom and your broth-
ers — it is cousins, uncles and
everything,” Cisse said.

Cisse said each month he
spends a $100 on international
phone calls just to talk to fam-
ily.

See FOREIGN, page 3

CAMPUS | EVENT

High school student’s death sparks discussion

By Brittni Garcia
Staff Reporter

The death of a 16-year-old honors stu-
dent at Fenger High School in Chicago-
concerns Eastern students.

Janice Collins, an assistant professor of
journalism and moderator of an upcoming
panel, said the proposal for this idea came
from the concerns about violence in the
African American community brought on
by Derrion Albert’s death.

“Stop the Violence: Town Hall Meet-
ing” is an open discussion panel aimed to
increase the awareness of violence in II-
linois as part of African American Heri-
tage Month. The panel will be at 7 p.m.
on Feb. 17 in the Coleman Lecture Hall
Collins said the African American Heri-

tage Month Planning Committee wants to
do more than just talk about the problem.

Yolanda Williams, an advisor for Mi-
nority Affairs and a panelist, said students
should gain a sense of responsibility from
this panel.

Williams said in regards to teen violence
ideas of prevention should stem from the
discussion held.

“It is important to discuss this among
college students because they are the next
generation to enter such a violent society,”
she said.

Williams said college students need to
create a better solution in dealing with a
volatile situation.

“A better solution is imperative to our
survival,” she said.

Willie Morris, a graduate English stu-

dent and panelist, said he is determined to
gain perspectives from Eastern’s faculty,
staff and students about violence.

Morris said he has dealt with violence
his whole life.

“Violence has always been in my area,”
Morris said.

Morris said growing up in Roseland ex-
posed him to frequent violence as a child
and as an adult.

“I am familiar with the kind of helpless-
ness that violence inflicts upon you when
it comes to your home,” he said.

He said the death of Albert was another
tragedy that took place across the street
from his home.

See DISCUSSION, page 3

WORLD | FOCUS

Frustration center
of Huiti protests

The Associated Press

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti
— Hunger turned to anger in
Haiti’s capital on Wednesday as
hundreds of protesters marched
through the streets accusing
local officials of demanding
bribes for donated food.

Aid workers say that food
and other supplies are now
flowing into the country three
weeks after the Jan. 12 quake,
but red tape, fear of ambush,
transportation bottlenecks and
corruption are keeping it from
many people who need it.

See HAITI, page 3
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Opinions

Silver lining in the cloud of dust

By the time this goes to
print, 13 months have passed
from my mission trip to the
country of Haiti. It seems so
long ago, yet the images of
the trip are etched in my mind
as if [ returned last night. The
memories of riding around
Port-Au-Prince in the back
of a truck, getting food in
the local market, feeling
embarrassed by the fact that
people thought I was a native
and spoke their native Creole
but soon realized I was an
African American. [ was
then embarrassed once more
when told by our translator
in a heart to heart “Black
Americans don’t come to
Haiti.”

While playing soccer with
the kids, I didn’trealize I was
out of shape until running up
and down the field with them
yelling in my broken Creole
that I needed a sub. My most
vivid memory is looking at
ruins of a village that was
wiped out by Huricane
Gustav. As I looked around, I
remember thinking, “it can’t
get any worse than this.”

Now, 13 months later, it

Charles Kyle

has. Everyone should be well
aware of what 1s now going
on in Haiti. A 7.0 magnitude
earthquake hit just outside
of Haiti’s capital Port-Au-
Prince on Jan. 12. The
casualties are numerous.

Many people are rushing
to aid the victims in Haiti,
and doing their part to help
the impoverished nation. All
the major sports associations
have given  monetary
donations.

Larry King held a star-
studded fundraiser while
several NBA players have
been donating to Haiti twice
since the disaster.

[ am most impressed with
and proud of is what the

average American i1s doing
to help aid Haiti. With the
advent of technology, people
are able to give in ways once
not possible. Who would
think that people could give
to the Haitian people just
by sending a text message?
Furthermore, who would
think that Red Cross could
raise upwards of $8 million
just from these text messages
alone?

People  always  say
Americans are  selfish,
arrogant and ignorant to the
problems of the rest of the
world.

Quite frankly, there is
truth in these statements.
But this is an example of

an issue is thrust into and
acknowledges our own self-
absorbed worlds because we
can’t help those in need.

As I wrote this, I recalled
a conversation with one of
my friends who 1s still in
Haiti, but was on a different
part of the island when the
earthquake hit.

She told me there are more
buildings on the ground
then standing in the nation’s
capital and the once beautiful
national palace 1s destroyed.

I think to myself, although
this 1s horrible, this 1s a
perfect opportunity for Haiti
to be Westernized — and this
could be the silver lining
in the dark cloud left from
the quake. The country’s
infrastructure, which before
the quake was minimal, will
be rebuilt from the inside
out.

The buildings that were
knocked down will be rebuilt
bigger and stronger with
more Western mfluence in
terms of reinforcement and
design. The people will be
given more assistance then
they will have ever gotten

from their own government
had the quake not happened.
Also, debris and trash
littering the streets before
the quake will be cleaned
up with the debris that fell
during the quake. Essentially,
the country will be given a
fresh-start indirectly despite
a tragic event.

Although a worldwide
effort 1s in place to help
Haiti, in large part, help has
come from the American
government and people. I
couldn’t feel more proud to
be an American than now.
But now I'm baffled, my
pride 1s slowly fading away
as I think about something
else. Where was all of this
after Hurricane Katrina in
our very own New Orleans?
Are we subjective in who
we help? Do we not feel the
same sympathy for those in
our own country as we do
for those in other countries?
I honestly don’t know the
answer to that question, but
maybe you do.

Charles Kyle is a Fall 2009 biol-
ogy major.

COLUMN | STEPHEN TYLER

Celebrate

“Hello, my sugar dump-
ling.”

“Hey baby.”

“I love you so much.
What did you get me for
Valentine’s Day?”

“Nothing.”

“Nothing? What do you
mean nothing, you incon-
siderate jerk? How could
you not get me anything for
Valentine’s Day?”

“Susie’s boyfriend got
her a gorgeous set of roses
topped off by a romantic
dinner and delicious choco-
lates.” (Nagging continues
excessively and harshly).

romance every day,

For many male partners,
this is a nightmare that they
try to avoid at all costs (lit-
erally).

As they clench their wal-
lets and say their final fare-
wells to their money, they
shop frantically for the ‘1de-
al’ gift to give to their be-
loved for Valentine’s Day.

This 1s a custom that
makes one want to shoot
someone with an arrow of
‘love right in the kisser’.

I do not understand the
paradox of materialistic
holidays. If money cannot
buy love, then why in the

MiNoORITY TODAY STAFF
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News Editor: Rashida Lyles-

Cowadn

Designer: Kevin Murphy

name of logic should I go
buy chocolates, jewelry and
other luxuries to prove my
love?

When will people real-
ize that Valentine’s Day and
many others holidays are just
fairy tales devised to rock a
bye us out of our cash?

You know who is really
in love during Valentine’s
Day?

Flower, candy, card and
several other stores of love
are really in love with the
money they get from people
who feel they need materials
to prove their love.
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Zinika Livingston

not just on holiday

Thus Cupid has pierced
people’s wallets and purses
with his arrow of desire.

Do not get me wrong.

There is nothing wrong
with buying one’s signifi-
cant other gifts, but when it
1s commercialized to such
an extent, it becomes pagan
and foolish.

One should not need a
specific day to express their
love.

If the thought is what re-
ally counts, then why cannot
a simple I love you be effi-
cient.

I do not know about ev-

Alesha Bailey
Brittni Garcia
Jeremy Nowell

eryone else, but [ am feeling
a little like Scrooge.

I do not even have enough
money to sprinkle myself
with gifts so why try to
shower someone else?

I will tell you what I
would love to see.

I would love to see the
economy pick up.

Then, maybe, we could
negotiate possible gifts but
until then it’s looking like,
to me, that holiday is head-
ing for the graveyard.

Stephen Tyler is an English ma-
Jjor.

Contact Minority Today

Email: minoritytoday2@
gmail.com

Phone: (217) 581-7942

Web site: Minoritytoday.
wordpress.com.
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Parents willingly gave children to U.S. Baptists

The Associated Press

CALLEBAS,
Desperate parents in this
struggling  village perched
above Haiti’s earthquake-
flattened capital said they gave
their children away willingly,
trusting the American
missionaries who promised to
take them to a better life.

The stories the villagers
told The Associated Press on
Wednesday contradict claims
by the Baptist group’s leader
that the children came from
orphanages or were handed
over by distant relatives.
But they also attest to the
misery of a nation that was
the hemisphere’s poorest even
before the Jan. 12 earthquake
struck.

The 10 Baptists, most
from Idaho, were arrested last
week trying to take 33 Haitian
children across the border
into the Dominican Republic
withouttherequired documents,
according to Haitian authorities,
who have accused them of child
trafficking.

The Americans are to appear
Thursday before a prosecutor
who will decide whether to
file charges or release them,

Haiti —

Communications Minister
Marie-Laurence Jocelyn
Lassegue told the AP.

Even Prime Minister Max
Bellerive has said he recognizes
the Americans may simply
be well-meaning do-gooders
who believed their charitable
Christian intent justified trying
to remove the children from

HAITI,
from page 1

Hungry protesters jogged
along a broad avenue in the
Port-au-Prince suburb of Pet-
ionville waving branches and
chanting, “They stole the rice!
They stole the rice!”

One of the protesters,
17-year-old Danka Tanzil,
said a local official was de-
manding a bribe in return for
coupons that entitle people to
bags of donated food from the
U.N. World Food Program.
“For us to get the coupon,
we must give 50 Haitian dol-
lars (US$7) so we can get the
rice,” she complained.

People at small protests
elsewhere had a simpler mes-
sage, holding up banners
reading, in English: “Help us,
We’re starving.”

The World Food Program

began distributing the cou-
pons to bring order to the
aid distribution and prevent
strong young men from fore-
ing themselves to the front of
food lines.

Aid officials say it has
largely worked, despite scat-
tered reports of abuses.

The U.N. agency “is aware
of reports that our coupons
have been resold, and we’ve
also heard allegations of forg-
eries,” WEFP spokeswoman
Jennifer Parmelee said. “How-
ever, all evidence from our
cooperating partners who are
managing the distributions ...
is that this is not a widespread
issue.”

The agency said it has
reached more than 300,000
people through the coupon
program but needs to reach 2
million.

Other key developments

—U.N. Secretary-General

Ban Ki-Moon asked former
U.S. President Bill Clinton
to expand his role as special
envoy for Haiti by taking a
stronger role in coordinating
relief and reconstruction ef-
forts.

—Haiti’s  Ministry of
Health, backed by the U.N.
and other agencies, began a
campaign to give vaccina-
tions against key diseases to
250,000 children under age
7 living in temporary settle-
ments.

It said 200,000 other in-
jured people will get tetanus
vaccines.

—Senegal’s President
Abdoulaye Wade told Radio
France International that doz-
ens of Haitians have asked
about taking advantage of his
offer of free land for Haitians
who want to “return to their
origins” in Africa following
the earthquake.

quake-crippled Haiti.

“There is no government
in Haiti,” their lawyer, Jorge
Puello, argued Wednesday by
phone from the Dominican
Republic.

Standing amid piles of debris
that used to be their homes and
the makeshift shelters of tin
and plastic sheeting that have
replaced them, the people of
Callebas told how they came to
surrender their children.

It all began last week when a
local orphanage worker, fluent
in English and acting on behalf
of the Baptists, convened nearly
the entire village of 500 people
on a dirt soccer field to present

the Americans’ offer.

Isaac Adrien, 20, told his
neighbors the missionaries
would educate their children
in the neighboring Dominican
Republic, the villagers said,
adding that they were also
assured they would be free to
visit their children there.

Many parents jumped at the
offer.

“It’s only because thebus was
full that more children didn’t
go,” said Melanie Augustin,
a 58-year-old who gave her
10-year-old daughter, Jovin,
to the Americans. Ironically,
Augustin had adopted Jovin
because her birth parents

couldn’t afford to care for her.

Adrien said he met the
Baptists’ leader, Laura Silsby
of Meridian, Idaho, in Port-au-
Prince on Jan. 26. She told him
she was looking for homeless
children, he said, and he knew
exactly where to find them.

He rushed home to Callebas,
where people scrape by
growing carrots, peppers and
onions. That very day, he had a
list of 20 children.

In a jailhouse interview
Saturday, Silsby told the AP that
most of the children had been
delivered to the Americans by
distant relatives, while some
came from orphanages that had

collapsed in the quake.

“They are very precious kids
that have lost their homes and
families and are so deeply in
need of, most of all, God’s love
and his compassion,” she said
calmly, sitting under a mango
tree.

Puello told the AP on
Wednesdaythatthemissionaries
“willingly accepted kids they
knew were not orphans because
the parents said they would
starve otherwise.”

Bellerive has suggested the
Americans could be prosecuted
in the United States because
Haiti’s shattered court system
may not be able to cope with a
trial.

“It is clear now that they
were trying to cross the border
without papers. It is clear now
that some of the children have
live parents. And it is clear now
that they knew what they were
doing was wrong,” the Haitian
prime minister said.

In Washington, Secretary
of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton said the attempt to
bring undocumented children
out of Haiti was “unfortunate
whatever the motivation” and
the Americans should have
followed proper procedures.
She said U.S. officials were
in discussions with Haifian
authorities about how toresolve
the case. The Americans’
journey began last summer
after Silsby and her former
nanny, 24-year-old Charisa
Coulter, resolved to establish an
orphanage for Haitian children
in the Dominican Republic.

FOREIGN,
from page 1

The most difficult part of
living in America is not see-
ing them every day, he said.

Cisse said learning English
was not easy since his primary
language is French.

“It took six months for me
to learn,” he said.

Cisse said can he can also
speak Malinke and Arabic.

In high school, Cisse said
the majority of basketball
players were international stu-
dents from countries includ-
ing; Nigeria, Canada, Holland
and Russia.

Cisse said his playing im-
proved immensely, his senior
season seeing top averages
of 14 points per game, 15

rebounds per game and four
blocks a game.

Kansas State was Cisses’
first commitment but he de-
cided against going there.
Next, Cisse tried Northeastern
in Boston but did not because
of the basketball coach’s de-
parture.

Mike Miller, Eastern’s head
coach, talked to Cisse and of-
fered him a scholarship.

“I was in the middle of not
knowing what school 1 was
going to,” Cisse said. “I got
a call from Coach Miller ask-
ing me about future plans. So
I gave myself a week to think
about it, and then I signed
here.”

Cisse has become a defend-
er that is rated the fifth highest
rebounder in Eastern’s pro-
gram history with 733 boards.

Cisse will receive a bache-
lor’s degree in accounting and
hopes in the near future to get
his MBA.

Cisse said he wants to re-
turn to the Ivory Coast and be
reunited with his family.

Edin Suljic, a senior for-
ward on the Eastern men’s
basketball team, left Bosnia
with his immediate family in
December 2001.

Suljic said part of the rea-
son for leaving was the con-
tinued fighting after the Bos-
nian War.

“(The war) was still going
on until 1995, but the country
was still in poor condition and
recovering,” he said.

Suljic said his family
moved to Des Moines, Iowa.

“It was different learning a
new language and culture of a

new school,” Suljie said.

Suljic said he learned bas-
ketball in Bosnia and expand-
ed his skills in America.

At Des Moines Roosevelt
High School, Suljic played for
the junior varsity team before
moving onto varsity.

“I played (the) point guard
position to start with,” Suljic
said.

Suljic played at Ellsworth
Community College averag-
ing 15.1 points per game.

He attended a junior col-
lege shootout event in April
2008 to show off his talent.

After the shootout Suljic
said he received a call from
Miller.

Suljic said he decided to at-
tend Eastern.

“I think Eastern is more
challenging then community

college,” he said.

Suljic said eventually he
wants to play professionally
in Europe and perform like his
favorite player Manu Gindbi-
li. Suljic will graduate in fall
2010 with a bachelor’s degree
in sociology.

This season, Suljic has
been a starting forward for the
Eastern basketball team and
has averaged 5.7 ppg and 3.3
Ipg.
Miller said Cisse and Suljic
add to the team.

“Both of them have a great
work ethic,” he said.

Miller said both players
give a good effort everyday.

“They’ve been valuable
members to our team,” he
said.

Bob Bajek can be reached at
581-7942 or rthajek@eiu.edu.

DISCUSSION,
from page 1
“There are many cases of

deaths and shootings that don’t
get publicized like Albert’s

did,” he said.

Morris said many people
know about stories connected
to violence and the pain that
comes from violence.

Morris said the panel was
created to address the issue

of violence in small and large
communities in the state of Il-
linois.

He wants people to under-
stand the issues of violence that
affects different communities.

“We should discuss these

issues on this campus because
violence is something that hap-
pens everywhere,” he said.

Morris said this panel is im-
portant because a large amount
of violence happens in commu-
nities of color.

“It is important that we be
honest, discuss and find ways
to help,” Morris said.

Brittni Garcia can be reached at
581-7492 or bmgarcia@eiu.edu.
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Overcoming
past events

By Jeremy Nowell
Staff Reporter

The Zeta Phi Beta Sorority In-
corporated hosted an open discus-
sion about slavery and the affect it
has on African Americans in today’s
society Monday at Lumpkin Hall
Auditorium.

Brianne McGee, a junior nursing
major and one of the event’s orga-
nizers, said this event took a long
fime to plan.

“We really wanted this to be spe-
cial and to kick off Black History
Month,” she said.

McGee said the intent of hosting
this event was fo stimulate some im-
portant issues in students’ minds.

“We really want this to provoke
some thought into our young Afri-
can American youth,” she said.

During the discussion, McGee
read a poem that illustrated the issue
of racial inequality African Amerni-

cans have faced throughout history.

McGee said the sorority wants
people to think about the reality Af-
rican Americans face and rise above
the mentality of slavery and not use
it as an excuse.

Cina Campbell, a freshman psy-
chology major, said she was excited
to voice her opinion.

“I wanted to know how slavery
still affects our Black culture,” she
said.

Campbell said although the
physical aspect of slavery ended a
long time ago, people still deal with
slavery’s negative affects.

Chris Pearson, a freshman un-
decided major, said he enjoyed the
event and believes it provided him
with valuable insight.

“I really walked away from here
feeling enlightened,” he said.

Pearson said this event made him
want to work hard and achieve his
best efforts.

“T know that I should hold my
own work ethic in high regards, not
because I'm black, not because I'm

a male, but because I want to suc-
ceed in life,” he said.

AMIR PRELLBERG | MINORITY TODAY
Members of Zeta Phi Beta sorority hold a forum about slavery and the effects in the United States
in the present day on Monday night in the Lumpkin Hall Auditorium.

Jeremy Nowell can be reached at
581-7942 or jjnowell@eiu.edu.
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Panel challenges to

By Zinika Livingston
Staff Reporter

“Africans vs. African
Americans,” an open panel
discussion, will challenge
the stereotypes between Af-
ricans and American Ameri-
cans

Willie Morris, president
of the African Student Asso-
ciation and the panel’s host,
said 1t is important to attend
the panel because many
myths and stereotypes about
African Americans and Afri-
cans exist about each other.

The panel 1s at 7 pm.
Tuesday in the Charleston/
Mattoon Room in the Mar-

tin Luther King University
Union.

Morris said Africans and
African Americans share a
common connection in cul-
ture but struggle to see one.

One of Morris’ friends,
originally from Africa, im-
migrated to America.

Morris said many Afri-
can Americans made fun of
her because she looked and
talked differently.

“l want to try to create
an understanding on both
sides.” he said.

Priscilla Owiredu, a se-
nior business major, had a
similar experience.

Owiredu was raised in

Chicago, but her parents
were born in Ghana.

Growing up, Owiredu
said she was ashamed of her
African culture because her
classmates teased her.

Owiredu said turning
19 years old was a turning
point.

“I finally became proud
of my heritage,” she said.

Sammy Mbua, a senior
health studies major, was
born in Cameroon.

He immigrated to Ameri-
ca at the age of 5.

Mbua returned to Cam-
eroon for two years during
high school and came back
to America to finish high

efine cultures

school in Chicago.

Mbua said he faced the
ridicule of being different.

However, Mbua said he
did not get mad at any par-
ticular race or ethnicity.

“It 1s an individual person
being ignorant,” he said.

The experience of living
in two different continents,
Mbua said, helped him to
be less judgmental and more
open minded.

In Africa, he said there
are many stereotypes about
African Americans, but he
has learned that not all of
them are true.

Until he moved to Chica-
g0, Mbua did not understand

that concept.

The panel can help Afri-
cans and African Americans
openly talk about stereo-
types and come to an under-
standing.

Mbua said Africans and
African Americans need to
work to together.

“It is time to look toward
the future,” he said.

Mbua said both groups are
all Black people and should
move forward together as a
group.

General
free.

admission 1S

Zinika Livingston can be reached
at zclivingston@eiu.edu.

FEATURE | GROUP SPOTLIGHT

DramatiK attempts fo dispel stereotypes through performances

By Alesha Bailey
Staff Reporter

Students wanting to ex-
press their voice have a plat-
form with DramatiK Xpres-
sions.

DramatiK Xpressions is a
registered student organiza-
tion at Eastern that focuses
on the performance of Afri-
can American theatre. The
group was established last
spring.

Keiyanna Franklin, the

president of DramatiK Xpres-
sions, said it is really impor-
tant for the organization to
break away from negative
stereotypes and aspects soci-
ety depicts minorities.

Franklin said the organi-
zation practices a variety of
performing arts.

“We do dance, singing,
acting and writing poetry—
everything,” she said.

Franklin said many people
join DramatiK Xpressions
with little or no experience

in theater, but whoever wants
to act is welcomed into the
group.

“Commitment is key,” she
said.

Corinne Enning, the vice
president of DramatiK Xpres-
sions, said in its last play,
“The Color Ebony,” group
members wrote performanc-
es about homosexuality, race
and mental illnesses.

“The group is Black the-
ater, but anyone’s able to
join,” she said.

Jonnell Jordan, a fresh-
man psychology major, said
he wanted to join after seeing
“The Color Ebony.”

“I liked all of the perfor-
mances,” Jordan said.

Jordan said since he had
experience with acting, he
decided to try out for the
organization at the open au-
dition held Sunday in the
Dance Studio of the Student
Recreation Center.

Destiny Lee, treasurer of
DramatiK Xpressions, said

she and other members ex-
press their feelings through
the productions.

“Theater is more than just
acting; it’s what you bring to
the stage,” she said.

DramatiK Xppressions
will premiere “A Summer’s
Visit,” in the fall 2010.

The group meets at 4 p.m.
on Saturdays in Lawson Hall
basement.

Alesha Bailey can be reached at
581-7492 or ambailey2@eiu.edu.
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