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our of the playoffs in the first
round last year.

Those schools are involved in
the Missouri Valley Conference
in their other sports except
football.

The MVC’s pedigree for
basketball is growing every
year with quality teams coming
from some of the above schools
in addition to Creighton,
Wichita State and Bradley. The
MVC sent four schools dancing
to March Madness last year
and the conference is gaining
momentum as a legit major
basketball conference.

Not only would the Gateway
and MVC be more competitive
for Eastern athletics (except for
basketball. Do they even have
enough players to put a team
on the court?) but the general
student body would care about

the games being played and
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Time trials highlight preseason

By Brandy Provaznik
Staff Reporter

The Panthers have been training together for
almost a week and held time trials on Aug, 19.

The main focus of the rime rrials is to ger a
feel for where the runners stand at the beginning
of the season, said head coach Geoff Masanet
Wednesday.

Even though many Panthers were not running
ar their full potential Saturday there were many
runners who beat their own personal records.

“We are just trying to put in miles in order to
gage who is handling things well and who isnt,”
Masanet said.

Blondell may be out for year

A few members of the women's team are starting
the season off at less than great condition.

Sophomore Jessica Blondell was the top
freshman runner in the Ohio Valley Conference
last year and it is looking as though she may not
be able to race this year due to an injury, Masanet
said.

Junior Mallory Fellers and senior Sarah Selby,
two of the top four women runners, are also a
little banged up right now but are still expected
1o run.

Masanet said that he wants to downplay the
injuries because most of them are not too serious
and making a big deal about them will make it
worse.

Men’s newcomers step up

Masanet was impressed with many of the
freshmen on the mens team, such as Eric
Pederson, Justin Stewart and Eric Traphagen.

Fellow freshman Alex Soto wasnt even

planning on running cross country this year and
has become a stellar runner on the ream.

“I was just trying to make the track team and I
talked with Masanet this summer and went ahead
and ran the time trial anyway.

“I ended up doing really good and it looks like
I may make the cross country roster,” Soto said.

Upperclassmen leading way

Senior Dave Carlson and junior Brad Butler
are the only two runners from last year's top eight
that are returning,

Carlson is considered a potential conference
and national qualifier and Butler won the
conference meer in the 10K run last year.

“It’s litde different now that I have to start
showing some leadership but it is good because 1
have some other guys on the team, like Carlson,
that help me,” Butler said.

would come out and support
the programs.

Eastern athletics, for the
most part, is successful and a
move to a larger conference
would not make it a doormat,
competitively.

The administration has so
much to gain by trying to switch
Eastern’s conference affiliation
in the form of additional
exposure and revenue from
attendance.

With all those benefits, why
would Eastern choose to join
a conference with members
schools in Alabama when the
Gateway and MVC have local
schools and natural rivals as
members?

The way it is now;, we get
to look forward to that huge
showdown with our big OVC
rival ... uh ... SEMO?

Or maybe its Eastern
Kcmucky. Or maybe Tennessee-
Martin .

LITTLE LEAGUE WORLD SERIES | BEAVERTON, ORE. 4, LEMONT 3

Lemont no-hit, sent home from LLWS

SOUTH WILLIAMSPORT, Pa.

Mexico will play the winner of

said Beaverton man

ager Jeff Keller.

Zach Soria’s tag to give Beaverton
the lead.

The Associated Press- Derek Keller —Thursday’s gamebetween Kawaguchi “I felt good before the game and
and Devon DeJardin of Beaverton, City, Japan, and Dhahran, Saudi 1 really thought I would pitch well,”
Ore. combined to no-hit Lemont, ia, in the International Derek Keller said.

Ill. Wednesday and advance to the championship game on Saturday. Dejardin found himself batding

U.S. Championship game with a
4-3 win at the Lirtle League World
Series,

Dejardin also knocked in the go-
ahead run with a squeeze bunt in
the top of the sixth for Beaverton,
which advances to Saturday’s U.S.
ttle game against the winner of
Thursdays Portsmouth, N.H.-
Columbus, Ga. semifinal.

The Mexican champions from
Matamoros belted three home
runs in an 11-0, mercy rule rout
of Barquisimeto, Venezuela, in
the earlier International semifinal.

Keller went four innings, giving
up a pair of runs in the third on
a wild pitch and a sacrifice fly.
DeJardin pitched a perfect fifth
before loading the bases with two
outs in the sixth on a pair of walks
and a hit batter. Dane Kempe scored
on a wild pitch before DeJardin got
Michael Hall to ground out to end

the game.
“We had some control problems,

but if you had told me before the
game that we threw a no-hitter and
won the game, I wouldn’t care how
many runs or walks we gave up,”
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Go Greeek!!

Join us for a BBQ, games, and fundraiser for

St. Jude Children’s Hospital.
Sunday, August 27"
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* Internet access

= Secure storage lockers

* On-Campus Evening Programs help-desk, SCE
staff available Monday-Thursday 4-6 p.m.

Time between
classes?

Check out our Adult / Commuter Student Lounge!

+ Centrally located in the west wing of the
MLK Jr. University Union

= Tables for individual or group study
« Comfortable, inviting spaces for lounging

For more information, contact the School of Continuing Education at 217-581-5116.
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his nerves when he loaded the
bases.

“I was really scared once they
loaded the bases,” he said. “I just
wanted to throw strikes, but I got
the sign and thought I couldn’t do
it, right then.

“So, 1 stepped off. 1 just had to
concentrate on getting the ball over
the plate.”

With the score tied 2-2 in the
top of the sixth, Sam Albert doubled
and went to third on a wild pitch.

_DeJardin then laid down a perfect

squeeze bunt and Albert slid by

“I didn't expect the coach to give
a 5-foot-10 kid the bunt sign, so |
was really nervous when | got the
sign,” DeJardin said. “I saw it was
curveball, so I thought I could get
the bunt down. It wasn't a very good
bunt, but it got the job done.”

DeJardin came our for special
pinch runner Austin Perry, who

stole second and scored on a pair of

throwing errors to give Beaverton a
two-run cushion.

Albert made a' dazzling play a
second to preserve the no-hitter
with no outs in the sixth. Running
to his left, he fielded a grounder by
David Hearne and made a leaping
throw to first.

Kitchen Open Til 9:00

Rehah Monday
$4.50 Pitchers
$2.50 Berry Bombs
FREE Pool, Darts, & Popcorn

Tuesday Isiand 80’s Night
$6.50 Rum Buckets
$1.50 Tecate & $2.00 Corona
$2.50 TicTacs
50¢ Tacos (3-9pm)

Wednesday Country Night
$4.50 Miller Lite & Honeyhear Pitchers
$2.00 Whiskey Doubles
$2.50 Berry Bombs
50¢ Hamburgers, Hotdops from 3-8pm

Thursday Bullet lllnl_l

5 Beers for $3.00 P

$6.50 Fishbowls
$2.50 SoCo & Lime
$2.50 Jager Bombs

this guy

just got

done

placing an &.
adinthe
DEN.
581-2816

.50 Zoo’s
.25 Barber Chair Rides

.00 Big Sexy
.50 Burg Bombs
4 0'clock Club with Live DJ all request

Saturday Zoo Weekend
$3.50 Zoo's
$5.25 Barber Chair Rides
$6.00 Big Sexy
$2.50 Berry Bombs
Bloody Mary Bar

agnida
$3.00 NFL Glasses

$1.50 Refills
25¢ Hol Wings

FL Central

The Paw
offers a full bar for appetizers,
funch and dinner.
Back room open for private parfies,
meelings, banguets and functions.
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PANTHER SPORTS SCHEDULE

MEN'S SOCCER
Fri. at Bowling Green Kelme
Tournament | 1 p.m. Bowling Green, Ohio

WOMEN' SOCCER
Fri. at Western lllinois |
4 p.m. Macomb

VOLLEYBALL
Sat. Alumni Match | 7 p.m. Lantz Arena

WOMEN'S SOCCER
Sun. at Indiana State | 1 pm, Terre
Haute, Ind.

MEN'S SOCCER
Sun. at Bowling Green Kelme
Tournament | 6 p.m. Bowling Green, Ohio

JOE WALTASTI | THE EXTRA POINT

Change
of valley
needed

While you have been getting
ready to move to school and are
settling  into  your apartment,
house, or dorm; Eastern athleres
have been practicing for weeks in
preparation of a new season.

The beginning of most sports
seasons includes non-conference
games- used as warm-ups for
the beginning of Ohio Valley
Conference play.

Football opens up the season at
U of I and then takes on Indiana
State and Illinois State.

While the team may look
at those games as rune-ups (or
huge paydays as the Panthers will
take home a sizable check from
the games both at Illinois and at
Hawaii), Eastern students look at
these games as the most exciting
because they actually know their
opponents.

How many of you had ever
heard of or cared about Samford
athletics. before you came to
Eastern? I certainly didn’t. Based on
the artendance at sporting events
on campus, most of you still don'e.

Eastern athlerics is wasting away
in the OVC when a much more
suitable. conference has member
schools all students know.

The Gareway Football
Conference includes members such
as Illinois State, Southern Illinois,
Western Illinois, Indiana State,
Northern Iowa and others.

Four of those teams made it
to the I-AA playoffs last year and
football fans can recall one of the
Gateway teams knocking Eastern

3% SEE WALTASTI
PAGE 10

Joe Waltasti is a senior history major
with journalism minor. He can be reached
at jwal717@gmail.com.

"FOOTBALL | SPOO TO HAVE SURGERY

SPOO SIDELINED

Assistant Hutson
takes over

as interim coach;
Spoo to have
surgery Tuesday

By Marco Santana
Associate Sports Editor

Head coach Bob Spoo will
undergo surgery Tuesday in St
Louis for an undisclosed medical
reason.

He is expected to miss 4-
6 weeks, including the team’s
opener Sept. 2 at Illinois, Director
of Athletics Rich McDuffie
announced Wednesday.

Mark Hutson , the team’s
offensive coordinaror and assistant
head coach, will take over as
interim head coach. i

“I think every assistant head
coach has a goal to be a head coach
someday,” he said. “But not under
these circumstances. Coach Spoo
has meant so much to my career.
We certainly wish him the best in
this situation.”

Spoo, 69, missed his second
straight practice Wednesday and
was expected to address the team
today,

He missed the team’s scrimmage
Aug. 16 to go to St. Louis for what
McDuffie called a “minor medical
procedure.”

The players received the news
at a team meeting Wednesday
afternoon,

The coaching staff let the
team captains know prior to the
meeting and then told the rest of
the team.

Quarterback Mike Donato said
he was “a lirtle shocked,” bur that
the team had to move forward.

“Each team will face a couple
of crises,” he said. “But it isn’t one
if we don't let it become one.”

Special teams coach Justin
Lustig worked with the running

JAY GRABIEC | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Head coach Bob Spoo talks to his team Saturday after practice at 0'Brien Stadium. Spoo is scheduled to
have surgery next Tuesday in St. Louis and will miss a minimum of four weeks. “Spoo is the driving force
behind this team,” said assistant coach Mark Hutson. “He has been for this program for the past 20

years."

backs Wednesday, a job Spoo had
been doing.

Senior running back Vincent
Webb Jr. said the adjustment to
Lustig has been minor.

He said hearing about Spoo
missing the next few wecks wasn't

*We are going to miss him
terribly,” he said. “(The_ seniors)
have played every game with

coach Spoo. Thats going to be
different.”

Spoo has not missed a game
since the 1998 season.

Treatment for a mild heart
attack kept him out of the season
finale against Eastern Kentucky
that season.

Webb said Spoo had been
preparing the team for this
possibility.

“He coached us the way so we.
knew how to react when he was

not around,” he said, “That is the

case right now. Coach told us ‘for

every great team, there’s going
1o be three or four crises in the

season.” From my mindset, this is

the first one.”
Seven of the Panthers” starters
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WOMEN’S SOCCER | JENNY WILLIAMS

Nowak fills void at goal with freshman

Williams ready to step
into important role

By Kevin Murphy
Staff Reporter

Since his only two goalkeepers
from last season graduated, head
coach Tim Nowak needed a
replacement for this season.

The 2005 team allowed the
fewest goals in program history
and holds the team record for
most shutouts.

“(Tiffany) Groene was a coach
outon the field,” said Nowak about
the former four-year starter and
all-time Ohio Valley Conference
leader in shutouts.

Freshman Jenny Williams
happens to fill that goalie position.
The Quincy High School star
comes to play for Eastern.

“(Slowing the game down,
slowing the control of the game) is
what Jenny is going to learn from
experience. Time will tell,” Nowak
said.

And she'll have plenty of time
to learn as she is the only goalie on
the roster.

TIM NOWAK | WOMEN'S SOCCER HEAD COACH

“l learned a long time ago, you can't put
too much stock in a person’s physical

stature.”

“She’s one of the best players
TI've coached. She’s in my top five,”
said Billy Sanders, her high school
head coach at Quincy.

“(Sanders) raught me a lot
because he was 2 per,”
Williams said. “I learned about
the game through club and the
Olympic Developmental Program.
All the girls, the upperclassmen,
just have been so nice to us.”

Williams played all four years
on varsity and started for three as
Quincy’s goalie.

She led her team to back-to-
back Western Big Six Conference
titles and a regional title her senior

year.
In 10 Western Big Six
conference games Williams posted

six shutouts.
Sanders said Williams was good

at the knowledge of the game, the
ability to understand the ball and
she has “flat-off skill.”

“She’s a very talented athlete,”
Sanders said. “She’s the not the
tallest kid in the world.

“She’s smaller; very quick in
goal; she has quick feer and good
hands. She gets the job done.”

Williams is only 5 feet 5 inches
tall. That fact doesn’t matter much
to Nowak.

“I learned a long time ago,
you cant put too much stock in a
person’s physical stature,” he said.
“Ifs their motor and their drive
that is whar is going to get them
on the field. She’s incredibly quick.
She’s quick and she’s explosive.”

Sander said Williams
communicates well with her

defenders.

“She’s able to position her
defenders accordingly,” he said.

Sanders also said she leads by
example on the field and Jenny
is an all-around person. She set
a school record with 14 shurouts
and was all-conference for three
years.
“She’s done what we've asked
her to do,” Nowak said. “We
haven’t asked her to make many
changes to her game. She’s earned
the confidence of her teammates,
and it’s up to her to keep up the
consistency. That’s all you can ask
of the goalkeeper.”

Besides < her high school
experience, Williams also played
on the fowa Soccer Club our of
Iowa City, lowa and Heartland
club team out of Cedar Rapids,
Iowa; she’s played on the Illinois
Olympic Developmental Soccer
Program, which recently finished
third in the nation. _

“I'm extremely competitive,”
Williams said. “I love the
pressure.”

Something that her college
coach has already seen.
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