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Jenny Williams attempts a save Tuesday afternoon during practice at the soccer practice fields. Williams is the lone goalie on the roster and 
has the tough task of replacing Tiffany Groene, the Ohio Valley Conference's all-time leader in shutouts. 

H Williams 
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"She enjoys those situations," Nowak said. 
"That's what you want out of players. Jenny 
has co work on some things, as any freshman 
does. 

"She comes in with the right attitude and 
the right mentality." 

Williams already posted two shutouts 

MLB I WHITE SOX 7, TIGERS 5 

in exhibition games over Souchern Illinois­
Edwardsville and Evansville. 

"(The exhibition games were} exciting, buc 
my leg was actually hurt," Williams said. "I 
didn't know how I would do. It was exciting. I 
was just glad to gee it over." 

Senior midfielder Vicky Garrison is not 
nervous with a freshman in goal. 

"Working with Jenny has been going really 
well," she said. "She communicates well with 
the team. I think she meshes well with the 

" team. 
Garrison said Williams has brought her 

best a.od that she has done a good job trying 
co apply herself. 

"(Playing in the games have) given her a 
lot of experience," Nowak said. "What she 
did was conaol the game well for the fuse 75 
minutes. For the lase 15 minutes, she gave a 
big boost of confidence in her ceam knowing 
that she'll be there late in the game. Jenny's a 
tough kid." 

Sox bounce back, defeat Tigers 7-5 
The Associated Press 

DETROIT - The Chicago White Sox won 
a game they needed. They're hoping they didn't 
lose a key player in the process. 

Jim Thome limped off the field in the second 
inning with a hamsaing injury in a 7-5 victory 
over the Deaoit Tigers on Wednesday night. 

The White Sox lost the first two matchups 
in the four-game series with the AL Ccnaal­
leading Tigers, but bounced back with Joe 
Crede's cwo home runs and Jermaine Dye's 
three-run homer. 

Chicago, which had lost six of eight, nails 
the Tigers by 6 112 games in the division a.od 
has a slim lead over Minnesota in the wild-card 
race. 

The World Series champions added Thome 
last winter and after watching him hit .294 
with 36 homers and 91 RBis, they don't want 
to lose him for any length of time with less 

• tha.o six weeks left in the season. 
Thome pulled up after rounding first base 

on a ground-rule double and favored his left 
leg, leading to manager OLZic Guillen and 
team aainer Herm Schneider quickly coming 
out of the dugout to check on him. 

Dmitri Young hit a two-run homer for the 
Tigers, who can win the series with a victory 
Thursday. 

The White Sox went ahead 6-3 with three 
runs in the second and maintained their three­
run lead until the sixth. 

Scan Casey, the first to face reliever Matt 
Thornton, hit a two-run double to pull Detroit 
within a run. 

Crede bumped the lead back to two runs in 
the seventh with his second homer. 

JIUAI GOIZALEZ I MCT 
Detroit Tigers catcher Ivan Rodriguez watches as Chicago White Sox's Jermaine Dye (23} is 
greeted Wednesday at home plate by teammates Paul Konerko (14), Jim Thome· (25), A.J. 
Pierzynski ( 12) after his three-run home run In the first inning against the Detroit Tigers at 
Comerica Park. 

Freddy Garcia (12-8) allowed five runs and 
seven hits over 5 1-3 innings. Thornton and 
Mike MacDougal combined for 2 2-3 innings 
of scoreless reliefbcfore Bobby Jenks worked the 
ninth for his 36th save in 38 opportunities. 

Rookie Zach Miner (7-5) gave up six runs, 
four hits and two walks over 1 1-3 innings, his 
shortest outing and third scraight loss. 

In the first, Miner was a strike away from 
retiring the side in order - instead of giving up 
three runs in the inning. 

Thome drew a cwo-ouc walk after facing 
an 0-2 count, Paul Konerko followed with a 
single and Dye's 35th homer gave Chicago a 
3-0 lead. 

Chicago lose the cushion bricBy in the 
bottom half when Craig Monroe doubled and 
scored on Young's homer and Magglio Ordonez 
doubled and scored on Ivan Rodriguez's 
single. 

Crcdc's lcadoff homer in the second put the 
White Sox ahead for good. 

Panther brief 

Buchanan adds 
Sellers to list 

More national attention has been 
bestowed upon Eastern football's Clint 
Sellers. 

The senior linebacker, who was 
the Ohio Valley Conference Defensive 
Player of the Year in 2005 and named a 
first-team All-American by the American 
Football Coaches Association and Football 
Gazette for his play last year, is one of 
16 names on the Buck Buchanan Award 
preseason watch list. 

The Buchanan Award is given �a�n�n�u�a�l�~� 
to the best I-AA defensive player and has 
been awarded since 1995. 

One other Eastern linebacker, Nick 
Ricks, was a finalist for the award in 2002 
and 2003, finishing ninth in the balloting 
in 2002. 

"Just like the other preseason 
awards it's great to be on but that's not 
any concern right now," Sellers said. 
"Everything will take care of itself when 
the season's over. You just gotta go out 
there and play." 

The watch list will undergo three 
revisions before the distribution of ballots 
on Nov. 20. 

No other Ohio Valley Conference 
player is on the watch list and Illinois State 
linebacker Cameron Siskowic is the �o�n�~� 
player on the list with a team Eastern 
plays this season. 

Sellers is the team's leading returning 
tackler ( 121 ) and has been named to 
three different All-American teams this 
preseason. 

- Maff Daniels 

n Spoo 
FROM PAGE 12 

on offense this season arc seniors. 
Senior wide receiver Ryan Voss said 

that would help ease the transition co 
Hucson. 

"We've been together a long time," 
he said. "We've been through a lot. I 
think we've all got enough respect for 
each other and we have one goal in 
common." 

Hutson is entering his fourth 
season as offensive coordinator. 

His coaching career began as 
a tight ends coach and special 
teams coordinator at Murray State 
University in 1993. 

He said he would remain in 
constant contact with Spoo as the 
season progresses. 

"I had a long visit with him 
(Tuesday) co tellhimabout(fuesday's) 
practice," he said. "We will do the 
same thing (Wednesday night)." 

Spoo was named the Ohio Valley 
Conference coach of the year after 
leading the Panthers to an undefeated 
conference season in 2005. 

When he returns, it will be his 
20th season as the head coach at 
Eastern. 

After he missed the scrimmage, 
he came back to the team two days 
lacer. 

Linebacker Clint Sellers said it 
was a testament to his sacngth. 

"That's leadership right there," be 
said. "We all know how much of a 
fighter coach Spoo is and how much 
of a warrior he is." 

The temporary loss of Spoo isn't 
an excuse for the team, Donato 
said. 

"When Spoo gets back, we expect 
to be undefeated," he said. "And he 
expects us to be, too." 
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s1oreboard 
PANTHER SPORTS SCHEDULE 
MEN'S SOCCER 
Fri. at Bowling Green Kelme 
Toamament I 1 p.m. Bowling Green, Ohio 

'M>MEN' SOCCER 
Fri. at Western Illinois I 
4 p.m. Macomb 

VOl.LEYBAl.L 
Sat. Alumni Match I 7 p.m. Lantz Arena 

'M>MEN'S SOCCER 
Sui. at Indiana State I 1 p.m. Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

MEN'S SOCCER 
Sun. at Bowling Green Kelme 
Toamament I 6 p.m. Bowling Green, Ohio 

JOE WALTASTI I THE EXTRA POINT 

Change 
of valley 
needed. 

While you have been getting 
ready to move to school and are 
settling into your aparrmenc, 
house, or dorm; Eastern athleces 
have been practicing for weeks in 
preparation of a new season. 

The beginning of most sports 
seasons includes non-conference 
games used as warm-ups for 
che beginning of Ohio Valley 
Conference play. 

Football opens up che season ac 
U of I and chen takes on Indiana 
Seate and Illinois State. 

While the ream may look 
ac chose games as rune-ups (or 
huge paydays as che Panthers will 
take home a sizable check from 
the games both at Illinois and at 
Hawaii), Eastern students look at 
these games as the most exciting 
because they actually know their 
opponents. 

How many of you had ever 
heard of or cared about Samford 
athlecics before you came to 
Eastern? I certainly didn't. Based on 
the attendance at sponing events 
on campus, mO$t of you still don't. 

Eastern athletics is wasting away 
in the OVC when a much more 
suirable. conference has member 
schools all students know. 

The Gateway Football 
Conference includes members such 
as Illinois Srace, Southern Illinois, 
Western Illinois, Indiana State, 
Northern Iowa and ochers. 

Four of those teams made it 
co the I-AA playoffs lase year and 
football fans can recall one of the 
Gateway teams knocking Eastern 

» SEE W.ALTASTI 
PAGE 10 

Joe Waltasti is a senior history major 
with journalism minor. He can be reached 
at jwll717@plil.c•. 

FOOTIAU. I SPOO TO HAVE SURGERY 

Assistant Hutson 
takes over 
as interim coach; 
Spoo to have 
surgery Tuesday 

By Marco Santana 
Associate Sports Ed~or 

Head coach Bob Spoo will 
undergo surgery Tuesday in Sc. 
Louis for an undisclosed medical 
reason. 

He is expected to miss 4-
6 weeks, including the ream's 
opener Sept. 2 ac Illinois, Director 
of Athlecics Rich McDuffie 
announced Wednesday. 

Mark Hucson , the ream's 
offensive coordinator and assistant 
head coach, will cake over as 
interim head coach. 

"I think every assistant head 
coach has a goal to be a head coach 
someday," he said. "Bue noc under 
these circumstances. Coach Spoo 
has meant so much to my career. 
We ccrrainly wish him the best in 
chis sicuation." 

Spoo, 69, missed his second 
straight practice Wednesday and 
was expected co address the ream 
today. 

He missed che team's scrimmage 
Aug. 16 to go to St. Louis for what 
McDuffie called a "minor medical 
procedure." 

The players received the news 
ac a ream meeting Wednesday 
afternoon. 

The coaching staff lee the 
team captains know prior ro the 
meeting and chen cold che rest of 
the team. 

Quanerback Mike Donato said 
he was "a little shocked," but chat 
che team had to move forward. 

"Each team will face a couple 
of crises," he said. "But it isn't one 
if we don't let it become one." 

Special teams coach Justin 
Lustig worked with the running 

IAY 'WIE< I THE DAil.i WTEll IEWS 
Head coach Bob Spoo talks to his team Saturday after practice at O'Brien Stadium. Spoo is scheduled to 
have surgery next Tuesday in St. Louis and will miss a minimum of four weeks. "Spoo is the driving force 
behind this team," said assistant coach Mark Hutson. "He has been for this program tor the past 20 
years." 

backs Wednesday, a job Spoo had 
been doing. 

Senior running back Vincent 
Webb Jr. said the adjusonent to 
Lustig has been minor. 

He said hearing about Spoo 
missing the next few weeks wasn't 
easy. 

"We are going co miss him 
cerribly," he said. "(Ihe. seniors) 
have played every game with 

coach Spoo. That's going co be 
different." 

Spoo has not missed a game 
since the 1998 season. 

Treatment for a mild heart 
attack kept him out of the season 
finale againsc Eastern Kenrucky 
that season. 

Webb said Spoo had been 
preparing the team for this 
possibility. 

"He coached us the way so we 
knew how to react when he was 
not around," he said. "Thar is the 
case right now. Coach told us 'for 
every great team, there's going 
to be three or four crises in the 
season.' From my mindset, chis is 
the first one." 

Seven of the Panchers' starters 

» SEE SPOO PAGE 10 

WOMEN'S SOCCER I JENNY WILLIAMS 

Nowak fills void at goal with freshman 
Williams ready to step 
into important role 

By Kevin Murphy 
Staff Reporter 

Since his only cwo goalkeepers 
from last season graduated, head 
coach Ttm Nowak needed a 
replacement for this season. 

The 2005 team allowed the 
fewest goals in program history 
and holds che team record for 
most shutouts. 

"(Tiffany) Groene was a coach 
out on the field," said Nowak about 
the former four-year starter and 
all-time Ohio Valley Conference 
leader in shutouts. 

Freshman Jenny Williams 
happens to fill chat goalie position. 
The Quincy High School star 
comes co play for Eastern. 

"(Slowing the game down, 
slowing the control of the game) is 
what Jenny is going to learn from 
experience. lime will cell," Nowak 
said. 

And she'll have plenty of cime 
to learn as she is the only goalie on 
the roster. 

TIM NOWAK I WOMEN'S SOCCE_R HEAD COACH 

"I learned a long time ago, you can't put 
too much stock in a person's physical 
stature." 

"She's one of the best players 
I've coached. She's in my top five," 
said Billy Sanders, her high school 
head coach ac Quincy. 

"(Sanders) taught me a lot 
because he was a goalkeeper," 
Williams said. "I learned about 
the game through club and the 
Olympic Developmental Program. 
All che girls, the upperclassmen, 
just have been so nice co us." 

Williams played all four years 
on varsity and started for three as 
Quincy's goalie. 

She led her team co back-co­
back Western Big Six Conference 
titles and a regional citle her senior 
year. 

ln l 0 Western Big Six 
conference games Williams posted 
six shutouts. 

Sanders said Williams was good 

at che knowledge of che game, the 
ability to understand the ball and 
she has "flat-off skill." 

"She's a very talented athlete," 
Sanders said. "She's the not the 
tallest kid in the world. 

"She's smaller, very quick in 
goal; she has quick feet and good 
hands. She gets the job done." 

Williams is only 5 feet 5 inches 
tall. Thac fact doesn't matter much 
co Nowak. 

"I learned a long cime ago, 
you can't put too much stock in a 
person's physical stature," he said. 
"It's their motor and their drive 
that is what is going co get them 
on the field. She's incredibly quick. 
She's quick and she's explosive." 

Sander said Williams 
communicates weU with her 
defenders. 

"She's able to posioon her 
defenders accordingly," he said. 

Sanders also said she leads by 
example on the field and Jenny 
is an all-around person. She set 
a school record with 14 shuco.ucs 
and was all-conference for three 
years. 

"She's done whac we've asked 
her co do," Nowak said. "We 
haven't asked her to make many 
changes to her game. She's earned 
the confidence of her teammates, 
and it's up co her to keep up chc 
consistency. That's all you can ask 
of the goalkeeper." 

Besides her high school 
experience, Williams also played 
on the Iowa Soccer Club out of 
Iowa City, Iowa and Heartland 
club team out of Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa; she's played on che Illinois 
Olympic Developmental Soccer 
Program, which recently finisbed 
third in the nation. 

"I'm exrrcmely compericivc," 
Williams said. "I love the 
pressure." 

Something that her college 
coach has already seen. 

JJ SEE 50AUE PAGE 11 


