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Men’s basketball blows out Fontbonne

By Dillan Schorfheide
Assistant Sports Editor | @Eiu_journalist

Nearly a week after a blowout
loss to Fort Wayne, Eastern’s men’s
basketball team decided it was its
turn to get a blowout win.

It was apparent after the first
three minutes of play that the men’s
basketball team was going to domi-
nate Fontbonne University, in what
turned out to be a 90-37 victory for
Eastern.

Eastern led 9-6, 3:17 into the
first half, but Fontbonne would not
score for the next eight minutes.

During that time span, East-
ern went on a 14-0 run, until Gus
Kleekamp made a free throw for
Fontbonne to momentarily stop the
Panthers” scoring streak.

Kashawn Charles led Eastern
during the run with five points, off
a pull-up jump shot a few feet in-
side the arc and with a three-point-
er from the top of the key.

For almost the entire game, any
time Fontbonne would score a bas-
ket, Eastern would either match it
or go on a scoring run of its own.
The most Eastern led in the game
was by 55 with 3:42 left in the
game, 87-32.

Eastern had the advantage in size
and speed, and, quite frankly, Font-
bonne is a Division III school.

Charles led all scorers in the
first half and finished the game
with a game-high 21 points on
8-10 shooting, including 4-5 from
three-point land. He also had a free
throw from a four-point play.

Charles said, “I was just finding
my shots. I wasn’t really searching
for them; they just came to me.”

Head coach Jay Spoonhour said
Charles can score and he knows
how to get his own shots.

“Some guys can shoot, but they

can never get a shot off,” Spoon-
hour said. “He knows where to go.
He’s a good player and he’s going to
help us.”

Out of all the Panthers who
played in the first half alone, nine
of the 11 scored and had at least
three points. For the entirety of the
game, every Panther who played,
save one, scored at least three
points.

Four Panthers, JaQualis Mat-
lock, Braxton Shaw, Ben Harvey
and Charles, finished the game in
double figures.

Two big things Spoonhour and
the team focused on coming into
the game was staying in front of de-
fenders and playing better defense
all around, and getting into the
lane more on offense.

“I thought we concentrated pret-
ty well (defensively),” Spoonhour
said. “We have worked on it the last
couple days, but we have got to stay
in front. You can’t back off of peo-
ple you have to pressure them.”

The Panthers have heavily fa-
vored taking jump shots in the last
few games and have not gotten in-
side scoring well, but Eastern fin-
ished the game with 34 points in
the paint, led by Matlock, who had
14 points all from inside scoring.

But getting into the lane better is
what helped Eastern’s offense flour-
ish, Charles said.

“I feel like we drove (to the lane)
pretty good, got a lot of post touch-
es, got it in-and-out,” he said.

Eastern’s next game is Saturday
at 7 p.m., when the Panthers trav-
el to Macomb in what will be a re-
match game for Western Illinois,
after losing to Eastern in overtime

in Lantz Arena 68-66 on Nov. 17.

Dillan Schorfheide can be reached at

581-2812 or dtschorfheide@eiu.edu. ~ Arena Tuesday.
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Rade Kukobat jumps for a lay in with four Fontbonne defenders watching during Eastern’s 90-37 victory in Lantz

Win over Fontbonne was exactly what Eastern needed

Oscar Rzodkiewicz
Men's Baskethall Reporter | @0Rzodkiewicz

Eastern has begun the season with
big wins, big losses and a sub-.500
record, but Tuesday night’s 90-37
win over Fontbonne University may
just be the confidence booster and
team connector the Panthers need.

Fontbonne is no college basket-
ball powerhouse; in fact, the school
is looking up at Eastern from Divi-
sion III, but the commanding win
can still give the Panthers reason to
believe that they have the talent to
compete at a higher level.

The talk of Eastern basketball pri-
or to the season was the litany of
new faces hitting the hardwood, and
clearly it can take time for a variety
of new guys to gel no matter how
talented.

However, in a 30-game season,
losses from inexperience or lack of
togetherness can pile up, and a win
against even the most inconsequen-
tial of opponents helps both the raw
win column as well as the connec-
tion between players.

Head coach Jay Spoonhour said,
“It will get better, and it will get
worse at times, and we’ll just have
to stay after it, but I thought we did
fine.”

The game was out of hand with
nearly 30 minutes left to play, but
the intensity from Eastern remained
steady, as game-high scorer sopho-
more Kashawn Charles actively kept
talking to head coach Jay Spoonhour
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Josiah Wallace shoots a three-pointer from the corner during the Panthers’ 90-37 rout of Fontbonne University in
Lantz Arena Tuesday night.
well into the second half.
Charles averaged just 4.7 points
per game heading into the night be-

fore dropping 21 points in 18 min-
utes of game time.

“I felt pretty good shooting it the

first couple shots, so I knew it was
gonna be a good night, but I really
wanted to get everybody involved,”

Charles said. “It was a nlght where
everybody could score points.”

Two highlight plays—a dunk and
a bucket despite a foul under a min-
ute later—gave junior JaQualis Mat-
lock his four first half points.

Matlock responded in the second
half with five more buckets to finish
7-9 for the night despite going into
the game just 9-37 on the season.

Matlock and Charles got an op-
portunity to boost their confidence
levels after slow starts to the year,
and maybe it will pay off for weeks
to come.

The best part of a blowout win is
that many of the players that seldom
receive significant minutes stay on
the floor for big bunches, and that
was no exception with every single
player getting at least 15 minutes of
game time.

Junior Logan Koch has managed
just 25 minutes of game time this
season before the matchup in Font-
bonne, but that did not stop him
from posting 15 minutes and two
deep three-pointers against the Grif-
fins.

Eastern has proven that they have
talented scorers, impressive athletes
and a strong basketball IQ.

What they need to prove to stay
in the conference race come Febru-
ary and March is a cohesiveness and
adaptability, and wins like these can
do exactly that.

Oscar Rzodkiewicz can be reached at
581-2812 or orrzodkiewicz@eiu.edu.



