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High spirits despite rough start for men’s tennis

By Dillan Schorfheide nicate in some situations and hotience as well.
Men'’s Tennis Reporter | @DEN_Newsl| in others,” Kercheval said. “It Eastern has two matches thi
gave everyone the responsibility teeekend: Friday they host the -Uni
The Eastern men’s tennis teamstep in to a leadership role at oneersity of St. Francis in Cham
has started the spring season wipleint and it was harder for someaign, lll., and Saturday they travel
an 0-4 record after facing tough oghan others but an experience eto Normal, Ill. to face lllinois State
ponents, but the team still has higaryone needs.” University.
spirits and high drive. The team also focused on stick St. Francis has a six-man rost¢
Eastern has only won three teaing to patterns more and havingvith five players returning from las
points so far in their four matchesyetter discipline with decisions, eyear; Friday will be their first match
while giving up 25 to its four ep pecially in doubles. Kercheval saaf the spring season. St. Fran
ponents. these are nothing new but were ats also just named their new head
This week in practice, the tearthe forefront of the team’s trainingoach for the team early Thursday
worked a lot on ownership and aauring the week. morning. lllinois State has a-sey
countability. Despite the 0-4 record, Kereheen-man roster with five players re
“They were challenged to tak&al believes his team is handling tl@rning from last year. Illinois State
charge of their training a bit moreéough start pretty well. has a 2-3 record to start its spring
and work on leading each other,” Kercheval said his players knoseason.
coach Samuel Kercheval said.  they have played tough opponents, “We have entered every match
The ROTC came and did soméut they also know they have hadith a belief that we can win it ang
work with the team while they wersome missed opportunities. that can never change,” Kerche
practicing Monday, mostly on lead “We have talked about the proval said. “The energy and way we
ership, teamwork and communicacess of getting better, how long tompeted has been improving, as
tion. Kercheval said the help fronekes to get to where we want to begll, and needs to continue.” LAUREN MCQUEEN | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
ROTC was valuable and fun. how much work and time it takes,” Freshman Ferdinand Ammer defeated Chicago State’s Maurice Scheich
“It was a bit eye opening for uXercheval said. He added that h®illan Schorfheide can be reached at 6-3, 6-2 during the EIU Fall Invitational on Oct. 1, 2016, at the Darling
to realize how poorly we comimutold the team they have to have pa581-2812 or dtschorfheide@eiu.edu. Courts.

Track set to compete at Notre Dame Meyo Invite

By Alex Hartman Now nearing the end of the sea The training has been tough fosonal bests and slid into the Eaghe sixth best time in Eastern’s his
Track and Field Reporter | @DEN_Sport®r Eastern indoor track ané&astern in the last few weeks, ardn track and field record bookgory in the 60-meter hurdles with a
field continuing its recent high ievhaving this meet at this point in th@ hose included were junior hurtime of 8.6.

Once again Eastern’s indoor tracid of performance is critical. Somgeason is a good place to see whitller Stephanie Dominguez, now Finally, senior Riley Mclnerney
and field teams will go on the roadf the teams that Eastern faced dffey are at. sixth all-time in the 600-meter runcontinued his dominance in the
to the state of Indiana. This timeagainst last year and will be inelud Eastern track and field will lookwith a time of 1:37.40. Then seniomile as he set a new personal best
they will be traveling all the way ted this year are Indiana, Mississifo build upon their successes froaistance runner Ruth Garippo- inand fifth in Eastern’s history with a
South Bend, home of Notre Damei, Michigan State, Western kenlast week’s Indiana Relays, wheeceeased her spot to third all-time otime of 4:05.81.
and its Meyo Invite this weekend. tucky, Purdue, Minnesota, Toledothere were nine top 10 members ithe 3000-meter run list with a time The next meet for the team will

[
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The two-day meet will be heldePaul, Illinois and Central Mich their events on day one and then af 9:56.98. be Friday Feb. 10 at Grand Valley
in the Loftus Sports Center atgan, to list just some of the largday two there were even more-East Senior distance runner Juli&tate’'s “Big Meet” in Michigan.
Notre Dame with field events startpool of competition. ern athletes that won in its eventilames set a new best and Eastern’s
ing at 2:30 p.m. Friday and run The Panthers have had some swand earned personal bests. fifth all-time time in the 800 meter Alex Hartman can be reached at
ning events start at 8:45 a.m. ooess this season, but this will beln total there were five membersun with a time of 2:12.30. Also,  581-2812 or aihartman@eiu.edu.
Saturday. their first major meet of the seasormn the track team that set new-pejunior sprinter Darneisha Spann set
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Eastern gets muc

By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports

Eastern’s 7-0 run in overtime
is what it needed to complete its
comeback 77-67 win over Tennes-
see State Thursday night on the
road.

Senior Demetrius McReynolds
is the senior on the team and he
stepped up like the leader he is re-
lied on to be.

“Meech (McReynolds) second
half was just outstanding,” coach
Jay Spoonhour said. “They did a
good job covering him early on,
but he just stayed with it. Of all the
big shots, his put back in overtime
was probably the biggest.”

He was huge for them last game
against Southern Illinois Edwards-
ville and was the same Thursday.
McReynolds’ tip in with 3:48 left
in overtime sparked the Panthers’
7-0 run to send them to their sec-
ond win in a row.

To follow up his tip in, McReyn-
olds drilled a 3-pointer and hit two
more free throws later in the over-
time period.

He finished with 22 points
and shot over 50 percent overall
and was 4-7 from beyond the arc.
Spoonhour has talked about the
importance of McReynolds being
the versatile player with the way
he can drive to the basket and be a
natural shooter.

This was one of Eastern’s biggest
games of the season thus far after
Austin Peay won Wednesday. The
Governors are one game ahead of
the Panthers in the West division.
A loss Thursday for the Panthers
would put them two games behind
and facing an even higher hill to
climb.

“The fellas just kept competing,
and that’s not as easy as it sounds
when you’re not playing well, es-
pecially on the road,” Spoonhour
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win

said.

Where it is at right now, the
Panthers remain in fifth place in
the Ohio Valley Conference West
behind the Governors and the Pan-
thers are getting back to their play
like they had in the non-conference
games.

Eastern is shooting the ball bet-
ter from beyond the arc, 10-22
Thursday, scored 26 points in the

paint and brought down 32 re-
bounds.

The Panthers trailed by as much
as 14 with 14:54 in the game, and
did not have a lead in the game
until the 9:16 mark in the sec-
ond half. Junior Montell Goodwin
drilled a 3-pointer to give the Pan-
thers a 51-50 lead.

The two teams went back and
forth for the remainder of the sec-

VENKATA POOSAPATI | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Senior Demetrius McReynolds drives into the paint during last Saturday’s game at Lantz Arena. McReynolds scored 16 points in 20 minutes for the win.

ond half. Tennessee State got a la-
yup to take a 61-59 lead, but
McReynolds got those points right
back with 47 seconds left in the
game.

Eastern has three big home
games coming up. They will host
Tennessee Tech Saturday, Tennes-
see-Martin Feb. 9 and Southeast
Missouri next Saturday Feb. 11.

Eastern proved over the last two

games they have the talent to win
games in conference, there was not
much of that early in the year. But
with Austin Peay so close ahead of
them and the team Eastern will face
after finish up the home stand, the
need for wins is at an all-time high.

Sean Hastings can be reached at
581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu

Women’s basketball returns home to face Tenn. Tech

By Mark Shanahan
Women's Baskethall Reporter | @DEN_Sports

The Eastern women’s basketball
team will be trying to end the two
game losing streak it is on when it
hosts Tennessee Tech this Saturday
at Lantz Arena.

This is an important stretch
for the Panthers, who have six
games remaining and are current-
ly second to last in the Ohio Val-
ley Conference. Although they sit
near the bottom of the conference,
Eastern is only a game behind the
No. 8 Tennessee State. The Pan-
thers did not help themselves on
Wednesday night when they fell
69-58 to Tennessee State, giving
them the tiebreaker. Eastern is
currently 7-15 overall and 3-7 in
the OVC.

Sophomore Carmen Tellez was
red hot from the 3-point line for
the Panthers on Wednesday night.
Tellez was 6-for-10 from beyond
the arc and finished with a team
high 18 points along with four
steals. It took awhile for her to
get going, but junior Grace Len-
nox finished with 17 points and
six assists against Tennessee State.
The streak of double-doubles end-
ed for senior Erica Brown, as she
finished with eight points and six
rebounds.

Lennox is the Panthers lead-
ing scorer with 15.9 points per
game, followed by Brown (11.5)

and freshman Allison Van Dyke
(10.2). Brown has been a major
contributor to the team’s rebound-
ing, which has been lacking re-
cently. She leads the team with 8.2
rebounds per game. Eastern has
been effective in its shot taking
and is second in the conference in
field goal percentage.

Tennessee Tech comes into this
game on a two game winning
streak with wins over Eastern Ken-
tucky and Tennessee-Martin at
home. The Golden Eagles are 9-14
overall and 6-4 in the OVC. They
are in third place in the OVC
right now behind Belmont and
Morehead State.

Tennessee Tech survived a close
one with a 53-51 victory over
Eastern Kentucky and then han-
dled business against Tennessee-
Martin with an 81-71 win. In the
win over Tennessee-Martin, the
Golden Eagles had four of their
five starters reach double-digits.

Treyvonna Brooks led the team
with 22 points and added three re-
bounds and three assists. Yakta-
via Hickson (19), Akia Harris (13)
and Hannah Goolsby (13) were
the others to reach double fig-
ures. Goolsby had nine rebounds
and Harris and Hickson each had
six assists. Tennessee Tech brought
just three players off the bench in
the game.

Hickson and Brooks each aver-
age double figures with Hickson

Austin Peay at Lantz Arena.

averaging 17 points per game and
Brooks averaging 10.9. Brooks is
the team’s leading rebounder with
6.4 rebounds a game. Tennessee
Tech averages 62.8 points a game,
while Eastern averages 66.5.

The two teams met just once

VENKATA POOSAPATI | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Sophomore Danielle Berry dribbles the basketball at the top of the key Saturday in the Panthers 69-59 loss to

last season and Tennessee Tech
came out victorious at home with
an 81-74 win. Tennessee Tech
leads the all-time series against
Eastern 25-15. They will only
meet once again this year and it is
this Saturday at 1 p.m. to start off

the doubleheader of basketball at

Lantz Arena.

Mark Shanahan can be reached at
581-2812 or mmshanahan@eiu.edu.



