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PANTHER LEAVING
Red-shirt junior guard Katlyn Payne says 
she is transferring to improve her aca-
demics and her future as an attorney.
Page  8

GREEK WEEK 2014
Check out the guide to 
everything Greek Week related, 
including the various events like tugs, 
Greek Sing and Air Band. 
Page 1B WWW.DAILYEASTERNNEWS.COM
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KRYSTEN WHARTON | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Erin Davies stands in front of her car, now known as the fagbug, In front of Old Main Wednesday. Davies was the victim of a hate crime years 
ago, when someone spray painted the words “fag” and “u r gay” on her vehicle. Since then, Davies has adorned her car in rainbow colors and 
the title “fagbug.” She travels the nation in her revamped car and talks with others about discrimination within the LGBT community and has 
been the subject of a documentary. On Wednesday, Davies participated in a meet and greet with students and showed her documentary.

Erin Davies could have stopped at any 
other hotel, but she didn’t.

She chose a Microtel one hour 
from where she was speaking at an event the 
next day in Monterey, Calif.

Davies went inside her room, showered and 
came back out to her car in the parking lot, 
where discovered one of the nearly 400 letters 
she has come across in the past seven years.

This note read, “Thank you so much for 
what you just did. You’re probably wonder-
ing what exactly it is you did. Being extreme-
ly depressed, I was about to go in here and 
cry my eyes out and hurt myself. But then I 
saw your car and it made me smile. It was a 
little ray of sunshine on my cloudy day.”

What is seemingly a rainbow on four 
wheels, also serves as Davies’ vehicle, a 2002 
Volkswagen Beetle coated in the flag symbol-
izing gay pride with the word “fagbug” plas-
tered across the driver-side and passenger 
doors.

The car’s name is a tribute to the incident 
that happened to it on April 18, 2007, when 
Davies was a graduate student at Russell Sage 
College in Troy, N.Y., someone spray-paint-
ed the word “fag” and “u r gay” on the driver-
side window and hood, respectively.

All of this came from Davies sporting a 
rainbow bumper sticker on her Beetle.

Rather than remove the vandalism, Da-
vies elected to leave it on the car. She took a 
stance that homophobia is not just her prob-
lem — it is everyone’s.

Davies then made the decision to use the 
vandalism to begin a two-month road trip, 
propelling her life as a speaker and advocate 
for the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
community.

That two-month road trip has transformed 
into a seven-year journey that has led Davies 
to all 50 states and to the campus of Eastern 

Wednesday, where she spoke to students at an 
open house in the Cultural Center.

“She is so supportive of people with all dif-
ferent viewpoints,” said Kyle Workman, a se-
nior English major. “Whether they agree 
with her or not, she still supports them while 
working toward a good cause.”

In the first two months, Davies visited 11 
states, leading her to create her very first doc-
umentary, “Fagbug,” chronicling her journey.

After 365 days of nationwide touring with 
the vandalism still more than apparent, Da-
vies went for change.

That’s when the new-look Beetle was born.
She took the idea from Fagbug stickers she 

would sell featuring a Beetle with the rainbow 
flag on it and the name Fagbug across the side 
and decided to replicate it onto her real life 
model.

Then her journey took off.
Her journey eventually turned into 48 

states in by 2010 and Hawaii and Alaska 
within the following three years.

On Wednesday, Eastern students were able 
to see her second documentary “Fagbug Na-
tion” which told the story of her struggling to 
get the Beetle to the remaining two states of 
Hawaii and Alaska.

“It’s astonishing that she is strong to em-
power so many people, whether they are les-
bian, gay, bisexual or transgender,” said Ni-
cole Rosenberg, a senior family and consum-
er sciences major. “It’s really great to see what 
she is doing.”

In the seven years she has been traveling, 

Davies has had 13 more vandalism incidents 
with her car, whether it be keyed, egged, spit 
on or mud thrown on it.

Another anonymous vandal also spray-
painted “faggots and dykes need to die” on 
the campus of State University of New York 
at Plattsburgh.

But the number of positives far outweighs 
the negatives in Davies’ experience. She has re-
ceived 381 letters left on her car — only �ve 
have been negative.

She once found another letter on her car in 
Troy.

It read, “I sometimes run past your car when 
I’m out running. I told myself the next time 
I did, I would breakup with my perfect boy-
friend and tell him the truth — I’m gay. Here 
goes nothing. �ank you, Fagbug.”

The overwhelming feeling of changing 
someone’s life even without ever meeting them 
is one of the experiences Davies said she is gra-
cious for, even if that means getting criticized 
by 100 people and only helping one person.

“It’s good to be a part of something that can 
give people hope in a world that’s kind of dark 
at times,” Davies said.

Perhaps Davies also needs to change people’s 
lives the way she does. At least Workman be-
lieves so.

“She has to do this,” Workman said. “If she 
doesn’t, nobody else will.”

Anthony Catezone can 
be reached at 581-2812 
or ajcatezone@eiu.edu.

Advocate brings life experiences to campus

By Jason Howell
Online Editor | @DEN_News

Repre senta t i ve s  f rom Los  Pot r i l l o s , 
1305 Lincoln Ave., denied the allegations 
brought against them by the city during a 
liquor hearing in the city council chambers 
Wednesday.

Juan Vega and Elias Amador, owners of 
the establishment, acknowledged and un-
derstood the five violations against them.

The violations include four counts of al-
legedly providing false information on the 
Manager Supplement Form four times as 
well as letting the establishment to be list-
ed as “not in good standing” on the Illinois 
Secretary of State website on March 4.

If found guilty of the violations, penal-
ties include a minimum $250 fine or a 3 
day suspension of the establishment’s liquor 
license.  The maximum penalties include a 
$1,000 or a 30 day suspension or revocation 
of the license.

This is the establishment’s first offense 
this year. Mayor Larry Rennels said while 
this is the first city offense made against the 
establishment, there was a previous stat vio-
lation made against the establishment. 

An evidentiary hearing has been set for 
at 9 a.m. May 6 in the council chambers 
at City Hall. Vega said they needed around 
month to prepare for the hearing.

Jason Howell can 
be reached at 581-2812 

or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.

By Anthony Catezone
Sports Editor | @AnthonyCatz

“It’s good to be a part of something that can give people hope in a 
world that’s kind of dark at times.”

Erin Davies, advocate, owner of “Fagbug”

Los Potrillos 
denies all
allegations

By Dion McNeal
Assistant Photo Editor | @DEN_News

Even though conversation about the con-
troversial message written on the Doud-
na Fine Arts Center steps last year has died 
down, that does not mean the issue of sexual 
assault has been resolved. 

This is why during the month of April 
the Women’s Empowerment League is host-
ing various events and activities to raise more 
awareness on campus. 

One of the events planned is called the 
Slut Walk. 

“We’re taking the word slut and reclaiming 
it. You can dress up however you want, how-
ever you see the word slut. What we want to 
prove is it doesn’t matter what you wear, rape 
is rape,” said Jenny Greenberg, the co-presi-
dent of the Women’s Empowerment League.

The Women’s Empowerment League will 
be walking on Lincoln Avenue to support a 
march to end rape culture at 5 p.m. on April 
16. 

 “We want to show that just because that 
message is gone, ‘My rapist still goes here, 
why isn’t anyone listening,’ we’re still here, 
we’re still trying to make an impact to end 
rape culture. It’s not just a one semester 
thing,” Greenberg said.

League to raise 
sexual assault 
awareness

LEAGUE, page 5 



Thunderstorm
High: 70°
Low: 52°

Rain
High: 55°
Low: 33°

TODAY FRIDAY

Local weather

For more weather visit castle.eiu.edu/weather.

The Daily 
 easTern news

Printed by Eastern Illinois University 
on soy ink and recycled paper.  

Attention postmaster: Send 
address changes to:  
The Daily Eastern News  
1802 Buzzard Hall  
 Eastern Illinois  University   
Charleston, IL 61920

About
The Daily Eastern News is produced by the students of 
Eastern Illinois University. It is published daily Mon-
day through Friday, in Charleston, Ill., during fall and 
spring semesters and twice weekly during the sum-
mer term except during university vacations or exami-
nations. One copy per day is free to students and facul-
ty. Additional copies can be obtained for 50 cents each 
in the Student Publications O�ce in Buzzard Hall.
The Daily Eastern News is a subscriber to McClatchy-
Tribune Information Services.  aaaaaaaaaaaaa
aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

Advertising
To place an advertisement or classi�ed ad in The 
Daily Eastern News, call the ads o�ce at 581-
2812 or fax 581-2923. Visit our online advertise-
ments at dailyeasternnews.com/classi�eds.

Comments / Tips
Contact any of the above sta� members if you be-
lieve your information is relevant. aaaaaaaaaaa
aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

Corrections 
The Daily Eastern News is committed to accuracy in its 
coverage of the news. Any factual error the sta� �nds, 
or is made aware of by its readers, will be corrected as 
promptly as possible. Please report any factual error you 
�nd to Editor-in-Chief Dominic Renzetti at 581-2812. 

Employment
If you would like to work for The Daily Eastern News 
as a reporter, photographer, columnist, cartoon-
ist, copy editor, designer or videographer, please 
visit at the newsroom at 1802 Buzzard Hall.

“Tell the truth and don’t be afraid.”
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217-345-2363 
youngstownapts@consolidated.net 

Contact Jen Carver for a showing 
Now Leasing 3 locations! 

Youngstown Apts (S. 9th in woods) 
Fully Furnished 1, 2, 3 bedrooms 

ONLY A FEW LEFT! 
 

Royal Heights (behind Subway) 
2bedroom/1.5 bath w/Office $525/p 

3bedroom/1.5 bath $350/p(10mth lease) 
LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! 

(water & electric included) Pets Welcome 

 
1125 4th st (next to Millennium) 
3bedroom/1bath W/Washer and Dryer 

$325/person-Pets Welcome (2person rate  
available) Newly Renovated 

217-345-2363 

Be sure to check 
out our 

Greek Week guide 
in today's edition 

of the DEN

By Nicole Ellement
Sta� Reporter | @DEN_News

The Illinois Appellate Court for 
the Fourth Judicial District will be 
hearing oral arguments on two cases 
�ursday at Eastern. Arguments are 
scheduled to begin at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Doudna Fine Arts Center. 

Supreme Court Chief Justice Rita 
B. Garman from the Fourth Judi-
cial District said that bringing the 
Appellate Court oral arguments to 
Charleston is an opportunity to al-
low students and citizens a �rsthand 
look at the Illinois judiciary at work.  

“Eastern Illinois University stu-
dents and those interested in the law 
have a unique opportunity to ob-
serve oral arguments before the Ap-
pellate Court in person,” Garmin 
said. “I am extremely pleased that 
Eastern Illinois University has agreed 
to hold the Fourth District Appellate 

Court’s oral arguments.”
�ere are �ve Judicial Districts in 

Illinois, and the Fourth District cov-
ers Central Illinois. The oral argu-
ments are usually heard in Spring-
field, but the Appellate Court has 
also held arguments previously at Il-
linois State University in Blooming-
ton-Normal, Quincy University and 
Danville Area Community College. 
Annually the Appellate Court trav-
els to University of Illinois School of 
Law in Champaign to hear oral ar-
guments. 

Students from several of the uni-
versity’s departments have been in-
vited to attend the oral arguments 
and interact with the Fourth District 
Appellate Court justices at a lun-
cheon following the hearings. 

“I’m pleased at the outreach to 
students in the Eastern Illinois re-
gion and the opportunity it presents 
for our students’ personal and pro-

fessional development,” President 
Bill Perry said in a press release. 

The civil case to be heard is Illi-
nois County Treasurers’ Associa-
tion v. Brian Hamer and Judy Baar 
Topinka at 10:30 a.m. �is is a civil 
case brought by the elected treasurers 
for each county in Illinois, in which 
they are fighting for their full pay-
checks arguing they did not receive 
the full amount due to the state’s �-
nancial troubles.  

The criminal case to be heard is 
People v. Bradley. The state made 
an agreement with Bradley that it 
would drop weapon charges against 
him if he would testify against a co-
defendant. However, the state later 
re�lled charges against Bradley, and 
he objects. 

�e Fourth District Appellate Jus-
tices who will make up the panel are 
Justices �omas R. Appleton, �om-
as M. Harris and Lisa Holder White. 

Attorneys from around the state will 
argue the cases. 

After the cases are �nished a lun-
cheon will be held and students will 
get the opportunity to ask the Jus-
tices questions. The justices know 
the information discussed during the 
hearings may be difficult to under-
stand or follow and they encourage 
students to ask questions afterwards. 

Having the Appellate Court at 
Eastern will give students the chance 
to experience a live court argument 
and later ask questions to the Justices 
about what they witnessed.

The oral first oral argument is at 
10:30 a.m. and the second following 
at 11:30 a.m. Students may come 
and go between hearings but not 
during. 

Nicole Ellement can
 be reached at 581-2812 

or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.

Eastern to host Appellate Court

Production delves into family relationships

K ATIE SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Shelby White (Jesse), a junior commmunication studies major, tells Charleston resident Tracy Hapster (Mama), 
why her life is not worth living anymore during "Night Mother," Wednesday in the Black Box of the Doudna Fine 
Arts Center.

By: D’ARA Townsend
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News

The room is silent and a young 
woman enters who is in search of 
her father’s gun, and is repeated-
ly asking her mother to help her lo-
cate it.  Before the audience knows 
it, the words exit her lips, “Mama, I 
want to kill myself.”

This all jumpstarted the concept 
of the play, ‘Night Mother.'

 Eastern’s adaptation of the Pulit-
zer-winning production stars Shel-
by White, a junior communication 
studies major, who plays Jesse and 
Tracy Harpster, a Charleston resi-
dent, who plays the role Mama.  

The production was in the Black 
Box Theatre of the Doudna Fine 
Arts Center. 

Throughout the production Jes-
se spent her day expressing to her 
mother how she had been wanting 
to kill herself since last Christmas 
and felt that that particular night 
was the night to do so.  

After receiving the news from her 
daughter, Mama spent her time try-
ing to convince her daughter that 
life was worth living and  to not fol-
low through with her suicide.

Harpster said the idea she was 
trying to convey to the audience 
was one of valuing everyday life. 

White said she wanted the au-
dience to know the importance of 
family relationships, and know that 
suicide is not the answer and there 
is always hope. Despite her charac-
ter saying there is no hope, White 

said “hope is important.”
Harpster said one of the challeng-

es of performing in the Black Box 
Theatre is trying to stay focused, 
due mostly to being in a more in-
timate setting, which allows her to 
see the audience’s faces easier. 

However, White said she enjoyed 
the intimate setting. White also said 
she has performed in the Black Box 
Theatre before. 

 "Night  Mother”  wi l l  be  in 
the Black Box Theatre Thursday 
through Saturday, with each show 

starting at 7:30 p.m. An addition-
al showing will be at 2 p.m. Sunday.

D’ARA Townsend can 
be reached at 581-2812 

or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
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Lighten up
this summer!

Take a summer class, lighten your fall course load 
and earn your degree faster. Complete a full-semester
course in three, four or eight weeks at Moraine Valley
Community College in Palos Hills.

Save money while you earn college credit that 
easily transfers to your four-year university.

Summer sessions start: May 19, June 9 and July 7 
Registration begins April 14.

9000 W. COLLEGE PKWY.  PALOS HILLS, IL  60465-2478  

morainevalley.edu/summer

R U N

run every day!
$200/mo.
Call Rachel at
581-2816
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By Jack Cruikshank
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News

The Council on Academic Af-
fairs  wil l  vote on a new course 
proposa l  format  form at  the i r 
meeting at  3 p.m. Thursday in 
the Arcola-Tuscola Room of the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Universi-
ty Union.

The new course proposal for-
mat form details the instructions 
on how faculty are to proposal a 
course.

The process  of  submitt ing a 

course  s ta r t s  wi th  the  depar t -
ment, goes to the college’s cur-
riculum committee, goes to the 
Honors  Counc i l  i f  the  cour se 
is an honors course, goes to the 
CAA, and then finally goes to the 
Council on Graduate Studies if it 
is a graduate course as well as un-
dergraduate.

I f  approved,  the  new course 
proposal format form will take ef-
fect in the Fall 2014 semester.  

The  communica t ion  cour s e 
was briefly discussed at the coun-
cil’s last meeting, but the revision 
proposaal  was incorrect in cer-

tain details that pertained to the 
course, CMN 3100, Persuasion. 

The course revision proposal, 
similar to the council’s revision to 
CMN 3750, Computer-mediat-
ed Communications I, at its last 
meet ing,  requests  the CAA al-
low the CMN 3100 course to be 
taught online as well as in-per-
son.

According to the course revi-
s ion proposal ,  offering the on-
line version during the summer 
should free up roster  space for 
the face-to-face courses offered in 
the fall and spring.

T h e  o n l i n e  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e 
course will also serve students in 
the General Studies program who 
can take the course for upper di-
vision credit.

The proposal  sa id the CMN 
3100 course is necessary because 
it is “a central part of the disci-
pline, and has obvious practical 
as well as philosophical value.”

 Jack Cruikshank can
 be reached at 581-2812 

or jdcruikshank@eiu.edu.

CAA to vote on new course proposal form

Candidate prepared to take next step

DION MCNEAL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Shirmeen Ahmad is the only candidate who is running for the position for 
the student vice president for academic affairs. She is focusing on making 
faculty hours more accessible than they currently are.

• Ashley McGill, 22, 2374 Bostic Drive 
Apt. 204, Charleston, Ill. was arrested at 
11:41 a.m. Monday at the Human Ser-
vices Center on a failure to appear war-
rant for driving under the influence.  
She was released at 12:41 p.m. after 
posting 10 percent of the $5,000 bond.

• Uriah Smith, 20, 9626 S. Ewing Ave. 
Apt. 1, Chicago, Ill. was arrested at 6:20 
p.m. Tuesday at University Court on an 
in-state warrant for unlawful use of a 
debit card.  She was released to the cus-
tody of the Coles County Sheri�’s O�ce 
at 7:01 p.m. pending $3,000 bond.

BLOT TER

Student arrested on 

failure to appear 

By Jarad Jarmon
Associate News Editor | @JJarmonReporter

Taking the next step in a career, 
whether it be an academic or pro-
fessional career, needs a certain 
push in any student’s life, but when 
the urge to do more seeps into the 
mind, it becomes a virus. 

Shirmeen Ahmad, the academic 
affairs committee chairwoman, was 
urged last semester to take the leap 
and vie for the student vice presi-
dent for academic affairs for next 
year. 

While Ahmad always had interest 
in the position, it was Jesse Green, 
the former student senate speak-
er, who made it a possibility in her 
mind.

Ahmad said she was “on the rocks 
with it at first,” and that he con-
vinced her she would be a good fit 
for the position.

Ahmad said she thinks her expe-
rience as the chairwoman has pre-
pared her as much as one could 
be prepared for the position. She 
added she has worked closely with 
Kathryn English, the current stu-
dent vice president for academic af-
fairs throughout the school year and 
she is ready.

English agreed.  
“She has  some places  where 

she can grow to become a stron-
ger leader, which this position will 
help with,” English said. “She has 
learned many skills from serving 

as the committee chair that will be 
helpful in the (vice president) posi-
tion.”

The jump to student vice presi-
dent is a big leap though with more 
responsibility and direct contact 
with the faculty, 

“Most meetings that the (student 
vice president) has to attend is with 
Faculty members,” English said. “It 
is important to be respectful at the 
meetings, but also stand up for the 
students and voice their opinion.”

Some of the major responsibili-
ties of the position is to be a bridge 
between faculty and student voic-
es. The student vice president repre-
sents the student body in the Coun-
cil on Academic Affairs and Faculty 
Senate meetings. 

Ahmad said she has been to sev-
eral CAA meetings making already 
to ensure she would understand 
that aspect of the position. She add-
ed she has even compared notes to 
English to ensure she was prepared 
when giving the feedback from the 
meeting to the students. 

Ahmad has preliminary plans of 
attack when making sure the word 
gets out about the meetings. 

Contact the department would 
be her first step to ensure students 
know about changes to courses. She 
added posting changes on the doors 
in the department might be benefi-
cial. 

She also said she would want 
to continue meet and greets such 

as Pizza with the Prez. Ahmad has 
plans of expanding it though to 
other venues like in the past years, 
instead of focusing on the South 
Quad as the prime location to reach 
out to the student body. 

Ahmad wanted to have more 
than just pizza or pancakes every 
time to diversify the experience.

Ahmad also plans to really focus 
her efforts on making faculty office 
hours more available to college stu-
dents. 

She wants to find a way to make 
the students can find professor 
hours easily on the Eastern homep-
age. She said it seems students can 
only get their hours now if they are 
currently in the class. 

She said she has heard growing 
interest from graduate students to 
have more programs for them on 
campus. She added she wants to get 
complete suggestions from graduate 
students. 

“I don’t want to make an event with-
out graduate feedback,” Ahmad said. 

Like with the presidency and the 
student vice presidency for student 
affairs, Ahmad runs unopposed. 
Students can still vote “no confi-
dence” but Ahmad said she is con-
fident in her ability and qualifica-
tions and she hopes the students 
feel the same way. 

Jarad Jarmon can 
be reached at 581-2812

 or jsjarmon@eiu.edu 

Print, Online, and Email...three GREAT ways to get your ad seen and customers at your door!

Call DEN Advertising at 217-581-2816 
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Become a DEN 
columnist

If you have an idea for a col-
umn, run it by Kyle Daubs in 
the newsroom and he’ll give 

you more details of how
 columns work.

Call 581-2812

I am a Sociology major with an Anthro-
pology minor, and I get a lot of crap from my 
boyfriend, a Chemistry/Biology major.

 “Sociology falls in with psychology. �ey 
are pseudo sciences without merit,” he says. 
Well, boyfriend and doubters everywhere, I’m 
here to tell you that sociology, anthropology 
and psychology are sciences that are social or 
“soft” sciences. 

Hard sciences include the traditional biolo-
gy, chemistry and physics. �ese use math and 
scienti�c methods to prove or disprove the-
ories about �e Universe and the world and 
how it functions. �at is what makes them sci-
ences. 

Sociology, anthropology, and psycholo-
gy also happen to use math (statistics, most-
ly) and scienti�c research methods to come to 
conclusions. So, what is the di�erence? 

�e di�erence is that the soft sciences make 
conclusions about individual people, instead 
of the universe they live in. We balance science 
and the humanities. 

�ese soft-sciences, especially Anthropol-
ogy, can tend to lean towards one side or the 
other in their subcategories. For instance, there 

are hard-science based categories of Anthropol-
ogy, including Human Evolution and Foren-
sics, but cultural categories, like Religious and 
Food studies, are considered humanities. 

�ere have been several changes of attitudes 
in the soft-science community about whether 
these subjects are scienti�c or humanity-relat-
ed. 

Between 1900 and 1949, Anthropology was 
largely regarded as just a humanity. �is atti-
tude was supported by Anthropologist Franz 
Boas (1858-1942). He developed the idea of 
Cultural Relativism. 

�is means that cultural practices and 
beliefs are speci�c to people, and therefore, 
cannot be generalized or compared to anoth-
er culture.

�e scienti�c point of view came after, from 
the 1950’s until about the 1990’s. �e theory 
that best supports this is called cultural ecol-
ogy. 

Cultural ecology is the idea that every cul-
tural aspect is an adaptation to some environ-
mental factor, some aspects more than others. 

In the 90’s, this was expanded into neo-evo-
lutionism: Darwin’s theory of evolution is used 
to explain development in society. �is used 
a hard science as a base for explaining human 
behavior.

�ere are several similar examples regarding 
sociology and psychology over time. �ey are 
considered either a science or humanity. 

�ere seems to be a great schism between 
the two disciplines, but I think that anthropol-
ogy, sociology and psychology do not need to 
be categorized in one or the other. 

�ey can stay in the murky-grey area 
between science and humanities and still be 
respected as “soft-sciences.”

Jordan Prats is a freshman sociology major.  
She can be reached at 581-2812 

or DENopinions@gmail.com  

Jordan Prats

Why ‘Soft-Sciences’ can be hard

“LET’S GIVE 
THEM

SOMETHING 
TO TALK 
ABOUT”

To submit your opinion on today’s 
topic, bring it in with identi�cation 
to �e DEN at 1811 Buzzard Hall 
or submit it electronically from the 
author’s EIU email address to 

DENopinions@gmail.com by 
4 p.m. today or reply to us on social 
media.

What do you 
think the hardest 
science major is?

STAFF EDITORIAL

The daily editorial is the majority opinion 
of the editorial board of The Daily Eastern 
News.

Get social

For extended letters and 
forums for all content visit 
dailyeasternnews.com

   rite a letter to the editor

You have something to say. Knowing 
this, The Daily Eastern News provides 

a place for you to say it every day.

W

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any 
time on any topic to the Opinions Editor to be 
published in The Daily Eastern News. The DEN’s 
policy is to run all letters that are not libelous or 
potentially harmful. Letters to the editor can be 
brought in with identi�cation to The DEN or sent 
to DENopinions@gmail.com.

“We are not permitted to choose 
the frame of our destiny. But what 
we put into it is ours.”

- Dag Hammarskjold

Quote of the Day

Russia cuts it close before the Olympics

The Daily Eastern News

@DEN_News

No, we are not advocating anarchy, but 
if a council is not going to abide by the by-
laws, there is no point in having them at 
all.

At last week’s Council on Academic Af-
fairs meeting, the council decided to sus-
pend its own by-laws in order to act on a 
request without going through the proper 
procedure of placing it on an agenda first.

The council’s current by-laws state that 
final action on a proposal may be taken be-
fore it has appeared on the agenda of the 
council, if the council, by a two-thirds vote 
of those present, suspends this rule to take 
immediate action.

There was no vote, yet alone a two-thirds 
majority. The only discussion happened after 
a councilperson moved to suspend the by-
laws and another councilperson seconded the 
motion.

There is no major problem with voting on 
the proposal a week early. In fact, it would 
have saved everyone involved time.

However, the simple fact remains: sus-
pending the by-laws in that was not the cor-
rect procedure.

If councils and groups on campus are not 

going to follow the by-laws they have set 
themselves, there is no point to have them. 

While the theory of having no by-laws 
might seem to lead to confusion, the nom-
inal by-laws serve no purpose. 

By eliminating the by-laws, the groups 
would not have to worry about suspending 
them and ultimately would have the freedom 
to act however the group wants within the 
group’s Constitution if it has one.

In comparison with the United States fed-
eral government, the group cannot simply 
decide not to follow its rules publicly.

If the 113th United States Congress wish-
es to act outside of the Constitution, they 
must amend it, requiring a two-thirds vote 
in Congress and the ratification by three-
fourths of the state legislators. 

Allowing councils—part of the shared 
governance process—to act outside of their 
jurisdiction has set a dangerous precedent.

In the case of the CAA, the group’s by-
laws contain rules for members, commit-

tees and procedures. If the group wants to 
act outside of those guidelines, there is noth-
ing saying it cannot do such a thing by sim-
ply making a motion and procuring a “sec-
ond” from another voting member.

If by-laws serve no purpose, abolish them

OUR POSITION
 • Situation: The Council of Academic A�airs 
suspended their own by-laws so they could act 
on a request without proper precedures,
 • Stance: If by-laws are not going to be fol-
lowed they shlould be abolished.
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Call 708-772-3711 To Reserve Your Home for 
Fall 2014 Now!

WWW.HALLBERGRENTALS.COM

SIGN A LEASE WITH NO MONEY DOWN!

OUR RENT PRICES HAVE BEEN 
REDUCED - SAVE BIG!

YOU CAN STILL FIND NICE HOUSES LATE IN THE YEAR!

GREAT LOCATIONS ON CAMPUS STILL AVAILABLE: 

SHORT ON CASH!?

One to Six Bedroom Homes

217-348-8249

Still looking for that perfect 
place this summer or fall?

We have NEW 1 and 2 Bedroom apartments 
super close to campus

and  GREAT 1 & 3 Bedroom apartments 
across from Old Main

Check out our website at ppwrentals.com
to see all we can offer you!

Check back on Friday 
for our Verge Edition 

to find out about 
the latest in 

entertainment!

K ATIE SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Anna Nededog, a sophomore communication studies major and the president of the Asian American Association, teaches students Phillipino phrases Wednesday during “Teach Me Wednes-
day” in the Casey Room of the Martin Luther King Junior University Union. The lesson was one of the opening events of Asian American Heritage Month. Nededog taught attendees how to 
introduce themselves, how to say hello and other basic phrases that would be necessary should someone ever travel to the Phillipines and need to communicate.

Teach me something new

HELP US HELP YOU! 
ADVERTISE WITH THE DEN

217-581-2816

While the group is st i l l  put-
ting in efforts to keep the aware-
ness thriving, Greenberg said Tues-
day night someone asked when 
they will be selling their trademark 
goodies.

“People were upset because we 
haven’t done it this year because 
we actually lost the vagina molds,” 
she said. “We’re planning on sell-
ing vagina pops, if we can get the 

permit for it, the week of April 25,” 
Greenberg said.

Greenberg said even though the 
university is not actively speaking 
about the incident, does not mean 
it went away. 

“It’s important to recognize it 
because the only way to fix the 
problem is to make it visible. At 
our meeting last night (Tuesday), 
there’s freshmen in our group who 

haven’t  heard about what hap-
pened last year because the univer-
sity doesn’t talk about it,” Green-
berg said.

Besides Sexual Assault Counsel-
ing and Information Services (SA-
CIS) and Housing, Outreach, Pre-
vention and Education (HOPE), 
Greenberg wants to reach out to 
other organizations, such as the 
Black Student Union, Success and 

Pride, for the awareness of sexual 
assault and future events.

Another event the group plan to 
present is The Clothesline project, 
where students write a message on a 
T-shirt that involves sexual violence 
about them or someone they may 
know or just to leave a message. 

The T-shirts are then hung some-
where on campus to encourage stu-
dents in need of help to seek it.

“We don’t say anything about it 
(the message). Seeing all those to-
gether is so impacting because you 
don’t know who wrote it, but these 
are people you walk to class with, 
you sit in class with, you live on the 
same floor with,” said Greenberg.

Dion McNeal can 
be reached at 581-2812 

or damcneal@eiu.edu.

» LEAGUE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Check back on Friday 
for our Verge Edition 

to find out about 
the latest in 

entertainment!

Help wanted For rentFor rent

The Vehicle:
Eastern’s literary journal

Submit your creative prose, 
poetry and plays to 

The Vehicle anytime!
Go to www.thevehiclemagazine.com

www.woodrentals.com 

No gimmicks, Just Good Housing.  
25+ years of proven rental management 
 
RENT Now, May, or Fall 2014 
 
Housing for 1, 2, 3, or 4 

 

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377 
Charleston, IL 61920 
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 

Call for an 
appointment! 

Recognize yourself in the 
Daily Eastern News?
Find and purchase your photos at
denphotos.smugmug.com!

Want to save trees?
Check us out online!

www.dennews.com

1, 2, 3 and 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
AVAILABLE JUNE OR AUGUST

820 LINCOLN AVE, CHARLESTON, IL
Office Hours 9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat

WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM

*Quiet 
locations

*As low as 
$285/mo each 
person

For appointment 
Phone 

217- 348- 7746

EMAIL BLAST!
Get the DEN sent straight to your email! Sign up today at DENnews.com!

For rent

Very nice 6 bedroom 3 bath house be-
hind Family Video with dishwasher, 
w/d, 4 separate bathroom vanities, 
and excellent parking. 4 people $350 
each, 5 people $325 each, 6 people 
$300 each. myeiuhome.com 
217-493-7559
___________________________4/2
For fall, very nice 3 bed 2 bath duplex 
with 3 separate vanities, w/d and dish-
washer in unit, on campus side of 12th 
street. 217-493-7559 myeiuhome.com
___________________________4/2
4 bedroom home, close to Morton 
Park. $295/mo/bd. Big yard, CA, W/D. 
Call or text 217-273-7270.
___________________________4/2
Available both Summer and Fall 
2014: one four-bedroom house; 
one, two, and three bedroom apart-
ments, fully furnished. Lincoln and 
Division street locations. Washer/
dryer and major appliances includ-
ed. Pet friendly. Some units w/ ca-
thedral ceilings, mixed ceramic, 
wood flooring. Affordably priced. 
Call 217-508-6757 or 
eiuhousing@gmail.com for addi-
tional information, or to schedule a 
tour. 
___________________________4/2
Great Location! Fall 2014. Newly Re-
modeled 4 BD houses on 12th Street. 
Walk to campus. Early move in avail-
able. Yard service included. No pets. 
217-549-9348
___________________________4/3
Ask us about reasonable 1 & 2 bed-
room apartments across from Buz-
zard/Doudna. 217-345-2416
___________________________4/4
***BOLD***Just a few units left!  2 BR 
apartments on 9th Street.  All inclusive 
pricing.  217-549-1449***BOLD***
___________________________4/4
1 block from Buzzard Hall. 2 BR, $300/
person. Singles also available. Call or 
text 217-273-6820 or 217-273-2048. 
___________________________4/4
Close to campus. Attractive, quiet and 
a�ordable. 2 BR $375/person all inclu-
sive. Call or text 217-273-6820 or 217-
273-2048. 
___________________________4/4
Bowers Rentals  3 and 4 BR homes in 
great locations. Prices starting at $300/
month. Look at 1703 12th or 1531 Di-
vision #2. Call 217-345-4001 or visit 
eiuliving.com.
___________________________4/4

For rent

Great summer job! Top pay lifeguards 
- all Chicago suburbs. No experience 
necessary-will train and certify. Look 
for an application on our website 
www.poolguards.com (630) 692-1500 
ext. 103 Email: work@spmspools.com
___________________________4/1
Graduate debt free while earning $600 
or more a month. 
Contact denyard@yahoo.com
___________________________4/4

8 month old female Pitbull, friendly, 
white with black spots. Name is Baby. 
217-549-9637 or 217-549-6004
___________________________4/7

Available for 2014 school year one, 
two, and three bedroom apartments. 
Fully furnished living room and bed-
rooms. Mix of ceramic, hardwood, and 
laminate flooring, washer/dryer. Ca-
thedral ceilings, skylights. Leather fur-
niture. Lincoln Street/Divison Street lo-
cation, close to Lantz. For additional in-
formation and a tour call 217-508-6757 
or write to 777aboveandbeyond@
gmail.com
__________________________4/16
Huge one and two BR apts. Best prices, 
call us �rst. Trash, water, central air, �t-
ness center, walk-in closets. 815-600-
3129, leave message.
___________________________4/4
SPECIAL-SPECIAL-SPECIAL- OUR 
BEAUTIFUL HOUSES ONLY 1/2 
BLOCK FROM THE REC CENTER ARE 
AVAILABLE AT VERY LOW RATES! 
CALL US BEFORE YOU SIGN UP; WE 
WILL SAVE YOU MONEY. 345-5048 
___________________________4/4
Nice house for rent. 1526 3rd Street. 
Fall 2014-2015, 4 bedroom. Washer/ 
Dyer, Central Air, Front Porch, Large 
Yard, High Efficiency Furnace. 300 a 
month per person. Call 217-549-5402
___________________________4/4 
BRITTANY RIDGE TOWNHOUSES For 
3-5 persons, unbeatable �oor plan, 3 & 
4 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, deck, central 
air, washer, dryer, dishwasher. Free 
trash and parking, low utility bills, local 
responsive landlord. Starting @ 210 / 
person. Available Fall 2014, lease 
length negotiable. 217-246-3083
___________________________4/4
Beautiful, near-new construction! 3 BR, 
2 1/2 bath, laundry in unit, balcony, & 
garage. $1185/mo ($395/student). Sin-
gle BR also available. Call now, 630-
505-8374.
__________________________4/10
SUMMER STORAGE, SIZES 4X12 UP 
TO 10X30, PRICES STARTING AT $30/
MONTH. 217-348-7746 
__________________________4/11
VILLAGE RENTALS 2014 Fall Leasing 
Newly remodeled and redecorated 1 & 
2 BR apts. and 3 & 4 BR house. Close to 
campus. 217-345-2516 for appoint-
ment.
__________________________4/14 

Nice 4 bedroom house, 10 month 
lease, A/C dishwasher, o� street park-
ing, $300 per bedroom. 217-273-1395
__________________________4/15
Large 3, 4, 5 bedroom houses. A/c, 10 
month lease, dishwasher, W/D. 217-
273-1395
__________________________4/15
5 bedroom house close to campus! 
254-1311 dcburte@gmail.com
__________________________4/16
Available now and fall 2014 - Four bed-
room house fully furnished 1 1/2 
blocks from Old Main on Lincoln Ave. 
Two bathroom, washer/dryer. Large 
kitchen, formal dinning room , hard-
wood, ceramic and carpeted �ooring. 
For additional information and a tour 
call  217-508-6757 or write to 
777aboveandbeyond@gmail.com
__________________________4/17
CHECK US OUT NEXT TO DOUNDA! 
1812 9TH ST. 2 & 3 BEDROOMS 
AVAILABLE ‘14-’15! ALSO, 1 BD FOR 
SUMMER, 1205 GRANT - RENT NOW! 
SAMMYRENTALS.COM CALL OR 
TEXT 549-4011
__________________________4/18

Fall 2014 1 bedroom, 1 bath apt. east 
of campus - all inclusive plans avail-
able! rcrRentals.com or 217-345-5832
__________________________4/25
Fall 2014: 2 bedroom duplex east of 
campus - all inclusive plans available! 
rcrRentals.com or 217-345-5832
__________________________4/25
3-4 BR 2 BA. W/D, $225/person. 1210 
Division- across from park.  345-5541, 
Larry. 
__________________________4/25
Newly remodeled houses. Close to 
campus. 3 & 4 BR. 217-962-0790
__________________________4/29
3 Bedroom furnished apartment for 
2014-15 school year. $185 per student 
for a 10 month lease, no pets. Call 345-
3664.
__________________________4/30
Unique Properties has SPRING FEVER! 
We’ve dropped our prices!! Come 
check out one of our spacious, beauti-
fully furnished apartments! All inclu-
sive prices begin at just $395! Excellent 
Location Still Available for Fall! Need a 
six month lease? No problem we have 
just the spot for you! Roommate 
matching is available. Call today for 
your apartment showing 345-
RENT(7368)!! STAY UNIQUE! www.
unique-properties.net
__________________________4/30
P.P. & W PROPERTIES. Please contact 
us at www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-
8249.
___________________________5/1
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2014  1 and 3 
bedroom apts., one block north of Old 
Main on 6th Street. 
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
NEW 2 BEDROOM APTS DIRECTLY 
ACROSS FROM BUZZARD ON 9th 
STREET  washer, dryer, dishwasher, 
microwave, major appliances, central 
heat and a/c. Call us for more details. 
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
STUDIO & ONE BEDROOM APTS lo-
cated in “The Fields,”  3 blocks from 
campus, available August 2014. 
Washer, dryer, dishwasher, microwave, 
major appliances, central heat and a/c. 
All apts. are less than 5 years old. 
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
Available for 2014: 1, 2, 3, & 4 BR 
Apts. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
___________________________5/5
June or August:  2 BR apts. 2001 S. 12th 
St. and 1305 18th St. all appliances, 
trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
August:  3 BR apt, 820 Lincoln Ave, All 
appliances and dishwasher, water & 
trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
July or August:  2 BR apts. 955 4th St. - 
All appliances, with dishwasher, ga-
rage, water & trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
4 BR, 2 BA duplex, 1 blk. from EIU, 1520 
9th St. Stove, fridge, microwave, dish-
washer, W/D, trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
June or August:  1 BR deluxe apts. 117 
W. Polk, 905 A Street, 1306/1308 Ar-
thur Ave, all appliances, with W/D & 
dishwasher, trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5

June:  2 BR apt, 605 W. Grant, stove, 
fridge, dishwasher, w/d hookup, trash 
pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
4 BEDROOM TOWNHOUSE CLOSE TO 
CAMPUS. $225/ MONTH FOR 4 PEO-
PLE; $275/ MONTH FOR 3 PEOPLE, 
CALL/TEXT 708-254-0455
___________________________5/5
Short on Cash? Sign a Lease with No 
Money Down! One to Six Bedroom 
Homes. Close to Campus Available. 
Call 815-546-6767 for More Info! 
___________________________5/5
SUMMER STORAGE, SIZES 4X12 UP 
TO 10X30, PRICES STARTING AT $30/
MONTH. 217-348-7746 
___________________________5/5
EXCEPTIONALLY ECONOMICAL! APT 
WITH 1 BR LOFT, FURNISHED. $385/
MONTH FOR 10 MONTHS. 1/2 DUPLEX, 
1 BLOCK NORTH OF O’BRIEN FIELD. 
FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2014-15. CALL JAN, 
345-8350.
___________________________5/5
Still Looking for a House for Fall? Clean, 
Well-Maintained Homes at EIU. You 
won’t �nd nicer homes for LESS- Guar-
anteed! Stop looking at expensive 
rentals when you can get more for 
LESS! Call 815-546-6767.
___________________________5/5
2014 Fall semester 3 Bed, 2 Bath house. 
W/D, pets possible. 273-2507 call or 
text 1710 11th Street. 
___________________________5/5
FALL 2014: VERY NICE 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 BR 
HOUSES, TOWNHOUSES, & APART-
MENTS. EXCELLENT LOCATIONS, 1-3 
BLOCKS FROM CAMPUS. 
217-493-7559, myeiuhome.com
___________________________5/5
Reduced Rentals on Campus Available! 
Super Nice Homes- Bargain Priced. Pay 
your rent & have money left over for 
the weekends! Be AMAZED at how AF-
FORDABLE great houses are! 
Call 815-546-6767.
___________________________5/5
BUCHANAN ST. APARTMENTS - 1, 2, 
& 3 BR apartments. Water and trash 
included. Plenty of o�-street park-
ing. Call 345-1266 or go to our web-
site, www.BuchananSt.com. 
___________________________5/5
1, 2, and 3 bedroom apartments, 
available now, June, or August. Fur-
nished or unfurnished. Laundry, 
A/C, clean, and a�ordable. Close to 
EIU. No Pets. 345-7286, Williams 
Rentals. www.jwilliamsrentals.com 
___________________________5/5
5 bedroom house for Fall. Central 
air, W/D, close to EIU. Clean, a�ord-
able, locally owned and managed. 
No pets. 345-7286, Williams Rentals. 
www.jwilliamsrentals.com 
___________________________5/5
2 BR, 2 BATH APARTMENTS. 1026 ED-
GAR DRIVE, 2/3 BR HOMES. $250 PER 
PERSON. 549-4074 OR 294-1625
___________________________5/5
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“My mom believes in me when 
no one else does,” Taylor said. “She 
said I could further my career with 
baseball more than I could with 
football.”

It was final. Taylor would no 
longer pursue a football career at 
Eastern, which surprised his coach-
es, he said.

“I’m from Florida and the team 
had a lot of guys from there, so 
there was kind of a shock from the 
coaches, like a Florida kid switch-
ing to baseball hadn’t really hap-
pened,” Taylor said. 

Taylor had gotten bigger since 
he was first recruited, which led 

to a position change for him, from 
defensive end to linebacker. 

Taylor said the prospect of hav-
ing to put his body in harms way 
did factor in his decision to no 
longer play football and only stick 
to baseball.

“I actually need my body for 
baseball, I need to throw,” Tay-
lor said. “So, I wasn’t like (Cam-
eron) Berra out there,  where I 
would only kick, I would be out 
there tackling people. So, I was like 
banging up my body and playing 
both? That would be tough.”

He was not able to, but Tay-
lor wanted to mirror some of his 

sports’ heroes growing up, who 
also played baseball and football.

“I wanted to follow behind a 
couple of my idols Bo Jackson and 
Deion Sanders especially because 
he’s from Florida playing baseball 
and football and I wanted to be an 
All-American in both,” Taylor said.

Now, just because Taylor has 
opted baseball over football does 
not mean he loves it more.

He began playing baseball as a 
toddler, the age of three, Taylor 
said. Then came football when he 
turned seven.

During high school, he could 
never play baseball year round be-

cause Taylor’s summer consisted of 
preparing for football in the fall. 

He said being able to focus on 
one sport now is comforting as he 
is learning more and more about 
the game, but football will always 
be on his TV over baseball.

“I love playing the game of base-
ball, but I love football,” Taylor 
said. “You’ll never hear me say I 
love baseball. 

With a laugh, Taylor said, “I 
can’t watch baseball.”

Aldo Soto can  
be reached at 581-2812  

or asoto2@eiu.edu.

» TAYLOR CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

By Aldo Soto
Assistant Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21

Red-shirt sophomore Demetre Taylor 
spent his entire summer working on his 
defense after not playing a single inning 
on the �eld for Eastern’s baseball team in 
2013.

“I told my coach I wanted to play in 
the next level – play baseball in the mi-
nors, he said ‘you won’t make it as a DH. 
Anybody can hit. You need defense,’” 
Taylor said.

The last time Taylor played on the 
�eld was in his senior year at Middleton 
High School in 2011.

Starting the 2014 season, Eastern 
coach Jim Schmitz had Taylor in his 
lineup as the starting left fielder. The 
hard work had paid o�.

“I was really impressed with the ef-
fort Demetre put into his defense during 
the o�season,” Schmitz said. “With him 
out there, our out�eld has never had as 
much speed as it does now.”

But the transition did not come over-
night for Taylor, as he chose not to go 
home following the conclusion of his 
�rst year on Eastern’s baseball team.

After the Panthers’ last game of the 
season against Tennessee-Martin on May 
18, 2013, Taylor took the �eld daily, try-
ing to better his defensive skills.

“�is summer, I didn’t go home back 
to Florida,” he said. “I stayed here in 
Charleston and worked on my defense 
day in and day out. Constantly working 
on my defense.”

He said he took every chance he had 
to improve his ability, making baseball 
his number one priority.

After three hours of working on his 
hitting, it would be time to go play de-
fense. It was a six-to-sometimes-seven 
hours of baseball for Taylor every day 
during the summer.

“I would have somebody, anybody 
set up a machine and it would send out 
�y balls to the out�eld,” Taylor said. “I 
would stand in center �eld and the ball 
could go anywhere and I would just run 
after it and catch it.”

�at continued in the fall, as after a 
regular team practice he would stay, tak-
ing ground balls, �y balls – whatever he 
could do to get better.

Maybe one of his biggest inspirations 
came from ending a season when he 

spent all of his playing time as Eastern’s 
designated hitter, spending no time play-
ing on the �eld.

“�at’s one of the things that motivat-
ed me during the summer to go out and 
get better on defense because I hated be-
ing the DH,” Taylor said. “I know hate is 
a strong word, but I hated it.” 

Playing at the next level after col-
legiate baseball is not the lone reason 
Taylor wanted to make a change to his 
game. 

He said one issue that constantly arose 
during the 2013 season was thinking too 
much, which was compounded by hav-
ing no escape after a plate appearance.

“I’d hit, then I would go to the dug-
out and think about my last at-bat,” Tay-
lor said. “And then I’d go back out there 
thinking about it. I would strikeout. 
Strikeout again. I would say ‘s---, I don’t 
want to strikeout again.’ Then, three 
strikes. Hat trick. That was my weak-
ness.” 

Taylor played 44 games last season, 
starting in 39. In 148 at-bats, he had a 
team-high 34 strikeouts.

One of Taylor’s biggest weaknesses 
was laying o� opposing pitchers’ break-

ing balls, which caused several frustrat-
ing afternoons for the left-handed hitter, 
Taylor said.

“I kept missing them – I just couldn’t 
hit them,” he said. “I wasn’t staying back 
and I wasn’t relaxed and I wasn’t stay-
ing within myself. I was trying to do too 
much.”

This year through 26 games and 99 
at-bats, Taylor has struck out 16 times, 
on pace for a lower strikeout total with 
more at-bats than last season.

“Last year, I was more in a defensive 
mode because I didn’t like striking out 
and now I’m more aggressive and relaxed 
at the plate,” he said.

Eastern is o� to a 7-21 start, but Tay-
lor has been one of the bright spots for 
the Panthers.

“He’s still young to the game, but he 
seems to grasp what we teach,” Schmitz 
said. “He understands that with a runner 
in scoring position, don’t try to do too 
much. With his two-strike approach try 
to expand his zone a little bit but again 
not trying to do too much.”

Taylor leads Eastern with 30 RBIs, 
which is 14 more than Caleb Howell’s 
16 in the season that is second on the 

team. �e left-�elder also leads the Pan-
thers with four home runs.

In his last �ve games, Taylor has driv-
en in 10 runs, while scoring six of his 
own. Adding to his hot streak, the Tam-
pa native hit three home runs against 
Jacksonville State, two of which came in 
Saturday’s game.

“�e biggest change from last year is 
not thinking,” Taylor said. “Last year, I 
would think about everything I would 
do wrong. This year, I don’t. I cut my 
brain off and just play. I let my talent 
and ability all out on the �eld.”

Overall, Taylor is hitting .354, with a 
slugging percentage of .616 while getting 
on base at a clip of .439.

He already has six more runs driven 
in this year than he did all of last season.

“Just being a good player and a good 
athlete is one thing, but being a guy in 
the middle of the lineup and acting like 
a guy in the middle is taking it to anoth-
er level,” Schmitz said. “He’s understand-
ing his role and how important it is to 
drive in runs.”

Aldo Soto can  
be reached at 581-2812  

or asoto2@eiu.edu.

Sophomore improves in second season

» PAYNE  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

DOMINIC BAIMA | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
David Constantinescu, a junior men's tennis player, sends the ball to his opponent during a match March 22 at 
Charleston High School. The Eastern men's tennis team's match for Thursday against Southern Illinois Edwards-
ville has been pushed back until April 10. 

By Aldo Soto
Assistant Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21

The Eastern men’s and women’s 
tennis team kick of three and five-
match home stands to end the regular 
season with a meetings against in-state 
foe Southern-Illinois Edwardsville 

The matches were scheduled to 
start at 11 a.m. Thursday, but have 
been pushed back to April 10, at the 
Atkins Tennis Center in the campus 
of the University of Illinois at Urba-
na-Champaign.

After both of Eastern’s squads 
earned Ohio Valley Conference splits 
in their matches against Austin Peay 
and Murray State on Saturday and 
Sunday, the Panthers �nish their sea-
son at home trying to improve on 3-3 
and 2-3 conference records, respec-
tively.

Men’s team
The Eastern men’s tennis team is 

coming o� a 6-1 win against Murray 
State, which evened the Panthers’ re-
cord to 3-3 in the OVC, following a 
5-2 loss to Austin Peay Saturday.

Senior Kevin Bauman is the only 
Panther that won both of his weekend 
singles matches and enters next week’s 
match with a 9-4 overall record in sin-
gles play.

Bauman is also 5-1 in singles com-
petition in the OVC, with his only 
loss coming against Jacksonville State’s 
Felipe Diaz, which went to a tie-
breaker in the third set, ultimately go-
ing to Diaz 10-8.

Eastern, despite only winning one 
of its two weekend matches, contin-
ued its consistent doubles play, win-

ning both of the doubles points 
against Austin Peay and Murray State. 

�e Panthers are now 11-4 in dou-
bles matches in the OVC this season, 
with one match going un�nished be-
cause the team point had already been 
won by Eastern.

Edwardsville lost its previous con-
ference match to Austin Peay 5-2 Sun-
day, which dropped the Cougars to 
3-3 in the OVC.

Overall, Edwardsville is 9-8 this 
season with a 7-7 road record, which 
includes going 2-2 in the OVC away 
from home.

�e Cougars have gone 13-18 and 
10-7 in singles and doubles play, re-
spectively in conference matches.

This season, they have been able 
to beat Morehead State and Murray 
State on the road. 

Morehead State defeated the Pan-
thers 4-3 at home to start conference 
play.

Both Eastern and Edwardsville 
have three conference matches left on 
their schedule and they are �fth and 
fourth in the OVC standings. �e top 
six teams advance to the Ohio Valley 
Conference tournament. 

Women’s team
Like the men’s squad, the Eastern 

women’s tennis team is also coming 
off a conference split of its matches, 
but the Panthers started their weekend 
with a 5-2 win against Austin Peay.

On Sunday, Eastern was shut-
out, losing 7-0 to undefeated Murray 
State, which is only behind Eastern 
Kentucky (7-0) in the OVC standings 
at 6-0.

The Panthers and Cougars have 

identical 2-3 records in the OVC and 
are also tied with Tennessee-Martin, 
which is also 2-3.

Only half a game behind the 2-3 
teams are Austin Peay and Jackson-
ville State.

The  match could play a pivot-
al role heading forward into deciding 
the six-team field that will enter the 
postseason tournament.

Edwardsville is coming o� an iden-
tical weekend as Eastern, winning its 

match against Austin Peay and losing 
to Murray State.

Eastern is led by sophomore Ali 
Foster, who is 9-2 in singles play this 
season and is the only Panthers with a 
winning record against conference op-
ponents at 3-2. 

In doubles play, Foster along with 
fellow sophomore Hannah Kim-
brough have a 3-2 record, which is 
tied for the most wins with the duo of 
Kelly Iden and Kamile Stadalninkaite, 

who are 3-1 in the OVC.
The Cougars are 7-8 overall and 

have 11-16 and 8-5 records in singles 
and doubles play against OVC teams.

Edwardsville is 5-8 away from 
home and is 1-3 on the road in con-
ference play.

Aldo Soto can  
be reached at 581-2812  

or asoto2@eiu.edu.

Men, women start 3-match home stand

“I think there are some parts of 
my game that I wish I could have 
improved to help us, like my drib-
bling and my defense,” she said. 

“I feel like if I am going to be 
leaving, coming off a year that I 
did, I was lucky enough to have 
people pass me the ball on the pe-
rimeter and breaking a school re-
cord. As much as I hate to leave 
and start with a whole new team, I 
think it is for the best.”

Bob Reynolds can  
be reached at 581-2812  

or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: #EIU women’s basketball player @k_payne03 will be transferring out of Eastern.

S

By Aldo Soto
Assistant Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21

Eastern baseball  coach Jim 
Schmitz owes former football 
coach Bob Spoo a huge favor.

In his last recruiting class in 
2011, Spoo’s final year in charge 
of Eastern’s football program, he 
signed 6-foot-3, 220-pound de-
fensive end from Middleton High 
School in Tampa, Fla. – Demetre 
Taylor.

Taylor, who was a two-sport 
athlete during high school, play-
ing football and baseball, faced a 
problem when he began practic-
ing and lifting with the football 
team.

“I asked myself how I would 
be able to balance school, base-
ball and football,” he said. “Actu-
ally not even baseball yet. It was 
how could I handle school, foot-
ball and my social life.”

Entering his first year at East-
ern, Taylor knew he would not 
play during the 2011 season, be-
ing red-shirted, he said.

But Taylor stuck around, still 
participating in practice, but not 
as much being a red-shirt, with 
the rest of his teammates.

Balancing school and the fe-
rocious football schedule, one 
of the biggest obstacles Taylor 
encountered was being nearly 
1,000 miles away from his moth-
er Joyce.

“Leaving my mom in Tampa – 
I’m a huge momma’s boy – that 
was my biggest challenge when 
I was first here being away from 
her,” Taylor said.

He adjusted, though, from be-
ing away from home and also get-
ting used to the hectic life of be-
ing a student-athlete.

The Eastern football team end-
ed its season with a 2-9 record. 

Spoo retired after his last game 
on Nov. 12, 2011, and a month 
later Taylor decided football was 
no longer in his future.

Before the semester ended, 
heading into winter break, Tay-
lor had a conversation with one 
of his coaches Mike Lynch.

“I just thought about the pros 
and cons about playing football 
and baseball and the amount of 
banging my shoulders were get-
ting playing defense,” Taylor said.

Taylor sought advice and called 
his coaches from high school and 
his family back in Tampa. 

He had options, he still had 
three years of eligibility left for 
baseball and if that did not work 
out he could return to football 
with two years left of eligibility. 

But the one person that Tay-
lor listened to the most was his 
mother, he said.

Taylor chooses baseball over football

TAYLOR, page 7 

By Bob Reynolds
Staff Reporter | @BobReynoldsDEN

Eastern women’s basketball 
guard Katlyn Payne will be trans-
ferring out of Eastern after the 
spring semester ends.

Payne is transferring strictly 
because of academics, she said. 

“It has absolutely nothing to 
do with basketball,” Payne said. 
“It is more of, I am graduating 
and I will have a major in polit-
ical science, a minor in business 
and a minor in pre-law and my 
dream has always been to be an 
attorney, so I need a school that 
can provide academics for me.” 

Payne had not made a decision 
on where she wants to transfer to, 

but she does say she has options. 
Evansville, Northern Illinois 

and Texas A&M-Corpus Chris-
ti are the three schools Payne 
is considering transferring to, 
but Northern Illinois is her first 
choice because of the location.

Northern is about 25 miles 
away from St. Charles, where 
Payne lives.  

She said Northern has called 
her already and they are willing 
to pay for her law school and play 
basketball at the same time, if she 
is able to get her Law School Ad-
missions Test completed.

“That is something different 
that a lot of schools haven’t of-
fered me,” Payne said. “A lot of 
attorneys have told me I can’t go 

to law school and play basketball 
at the same time, but that is one 
thing Northern has adapted to. 
They realized that student-ath-
letes want to go to law school and 
play basketball at the same time.” 

Payne has talked to the North-
ern coaches already and is plan-
ning to visit the school on April 
18th. 

As for another reason for leav-
ing, Payne said this was a person-
al decision for her and her family.

“It had nothing to do with 
anyone else,” she said. “As much 
as I am going to miss the team, I 
think that this is more beneficial 
for my future and at the end of 
the day, I am not going to play in 
the WNBA and not going to play 

overseas, so my academics have to 
come first.”

Payne said her coach Deb-
bie Black was not happy about 
the decision when she told her, 
but she understood it was for her 
well-being.

Black was not available for 
comment.

Payne ended her career at East-
ern with her best season as a Pan-
ther, averaging 13.8 points per 
game on the season.

She shot 41 percent from the 
3-point line and 42 percent over-
all from the field.  She averaged 
36 minutes a game in her final 
season and said she helped the 
team as much as she could.

Eastern guard plans to transfer,  
focus on academics elsewhere

A Payne-ful departure

OLIVIA S. DIGGS | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Red shirt sophomore outfielder, Demetre Taylor, looks into the distance at Coach-
es Stadium Friday in Eastern's series opener against Jacksonville State. Taylor leads 
the Eastern baseball team with four home runs and 30 RBIs through the Panthers' 
first 28 games. 

DOMINIC BAIMA | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Katlyn Payne, a red-shirt junior guard, prepares to shoot in a game against Eastern Kentucky University March 5. Payne announced Wednesday 
her intent to transfer from Eastern.

PAYNE, page 7

By Bob Reynolds  
Sta� Reporter | @BobReynoldsDEN

�e Eastern women’s golf team �nished up two-
day action in the Lady Topper Classic, finishing 
sixth out of eight teams as Western Kentucky Uni-
versity in Bowling Green, Ky., hosted the tourna-
ment. 

�e Panthers combined to shoot a total score of 
1,007  

�is was an inaugural tournament and the Pan-
thers posted their best day in the second round 
shooting a 332 as a team.

Junior Ti�any Wolf continued to lead the Pan-
thers, placing in 23rd overall. She shot rounds of 87, 
81 and 79 in the three rounds at the Par 72, 6,027-
yard Bowling Green Country Club. 

�e score of 79 was Wolf ’s second-best score of 
the season.  

Wolf came into the tournament averaging an 
83.8 score per round and had a low round of 74 
earlier this season. 

Senior Emily Fitzgerald also �nished in the top-
30 with rounds of 84, 79 and 86 for the tourna-
ment, just two strokes behind her teammate, Wolf. 

Fitzgerald’s round of 79 tied her for her second 
lowest score of the season. 

She came into the season averaging an 86 score 
on the season. Both her and Wolf had rounds better 
than their season averages.

�e host team, Western Kentucky won the team 
title with a combined score of 915. 

Eliinor Haag led the Lady Toppers with a six-
over par 222 with score of 73, 76 and 73 for the 
three rounds.

Her teammate April Butler was the runner-up 
for the individuals with a score of 228. 

No one in the �eld shot under-par. Butler and 
Haag’s rounds of 73 were the best score of the day. 

Rounding out the top three was Ohio Valley 
Conference foe Austin Peay with a score of 952 for 
the tournament and Siena College with a score of 
962.

As for the top �ve individuals, Valentina Herrar-
ra from the University of Cincinnati came in third 
place and posted a score of 230 with rounds of 75, 
76 and 79 for the tournament. 

Daniela Galassi was Western Kentucky’s third 
player in the top five posting a score of 231 and 
Cincinnati’s Tara Leibert rounded out the top �ve 
with a score of 232. 

Eastern will �nish out its season when they head 
down to Terre Haute, Ind. to participate in the Indi-
ana State Invitational at the Country Club of Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

Bob Reynolds can  
be reached at 581-2812  

or rjreynolds@eiu.edu. 

Eastern  
finishes 6th 
in classic
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By Dominic Renzetti
Editor-in-chief | @domrenzetti

Eastern’s low enrollment hasn’t 
just affected Old Main, but also 
fraternities both on and off Greek 
Court.

Nathan Gayheart, a sophomore 
chemistry major and the president 
of the Phi Kappa Theta fraterni-
ty, said the decline in students is 
making things rough on some of 
the campus’ smaller Greek organi-
zations.

“When people usually come to 
Eastern, they know if they want to 
go Greek or not, and they see the 
big name fraternities and they just 
walk over there and look around 
just those fraternities,” he said. “I 
don’t think people know that us, 
Delta Chi, even Pike, exist be-
cause we don’t have a house on 
Greek court. It’s just getting a lot 
harder.”

Gayheart, who became an active 
member of Phi Kappa Theta in 
the fall 2012 semester, said a ma-
jor factor in the struggle to find 
new members comes with the lack 
of current membership in the uni-
versity residence halls.

“After the full year that people 
live in the dorms that joined our 
fraternity, they usually move out 
into an apartment or a house or 
something, and that really hurts 
us because we don’t have anyone 
inside the dorms recruiting,” he 
said. “It’s really hard to pull peo-
ple.”

According to a March 2013 ar-
ticle in The Daily Eastern News, 

Mark Hudson,  the  director  of 
Housing and Dining Services, said 
there are roughly 1,000 less stu-
dents living on-campus since en-
rollment began to noticeably de-
cline five years ago.

Gayhear t  sa id  wi th  Carman 
Hall closing for the 2014-15 aca-
demic year for a two year reassess-
ment plan, it not only hurts those 
fraternities on Greek Court who 
recruited new members there, but 
it hurts those off of Greek Court 
as well.

“It’s also going to hurt us, be-
cause they are going to be mov-
ing towards the center of campus 
where we want to recruit and they 
obviously have more pull, since 
they’re bigger,” he said.

Sigma Chi, Sigma Phi Epsilon, 
Sigma Nu, Lambda Chi Alpha, 
Delta Tau Delta and Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon all currently have houses 
on Greek Court. Phi Kappa The-
ta, Delta Chi, Pi Kappa Epsilon, 
Alpha Tao Omega,  and Sigma 
Pi have houses outside of Greek 
Court.

Gayhear t  s a id  not  hav ing  a 
house on Greek Court makes re-
cruiting difficult because people 
are uneasy about going into an 
off-campus fraternity house.

“It’s like, “Hey lets hang out, 
lets go over to the house,” and 
they’re l ike, “what house?” and 
you have to say ‘the fraternity 
house,’ and that word just scares 
people,” he said.

He said the “frat star” labels 
and stereotypes along with stories 
of hazing keep people away.

“In the  fa l l ,  I ’m rea l ly  con-
cerned because a lot  of  people 
are moving into the (off-campus) 
house, which is nice, it’s a nice 
house, it’s nice to be around each 
other, but no one is going to be 
in the dorms being active,” Gay-
heart said.

Mike Ommen, a freshman jour-
nalism major and the recruitment 
chair of Delta Tau Delta, said the 
fraternity is aware of the universi-
ty’s low enrollment.

“I  know personal ly,  that  my 
freshman class was really small, 
but  we try  not  to think about 
that,” he said. “We try to just re-
cruit the best guys we can. It’s al-
ways about quality, not the num-
ber or the  quantity of it.”

As the recruitment chair, Om-
men is in charge of planning rush 
events for potential members and 
signing official bids for those they 
wish to extend an invitation to.

“Every week at chapter, there’s 
an hour long meeting, the exec 
meet ing,  and we jus t  go over, 
when it gets to the recruitment 
part, what things I should be do-
ing,” he said. “I’m supposed to 
start thinking of rush events for 
the fall, because if I don’t, I’m go-
ing to come back to school and 
we’re not going to have anything 
planned.”

But even as  the recruitment 
chair, Ommen said recruiting is 
the responsibility of the entire fra-
ternity.

“ In  a  way,  e ve r yone  in  the 
house is part of recruitment be-
cause you’re supposed to be tell-
ing people about it and stuff like 
that,” he said.

Ommen said his pledge class 
when he became an active member 
had 13 people.

“That’s like average for the fall,” 
he said. “For the spring, its usual-
ly a lot smaller.”

For  smal le r  f ra terni t i e s  l ike 
Phi Kappa Theta, Gayheart said 
spring semester is especially the 
hardest time to recruit.

“Recent ly,  we’ve  had a  push 
to get pledges because it’s really 
hard to recruit in the spring, ev-
ery fraternity knows that,” Gay-
heart said. “Everyone’s focused on 
Greek Week and themselves, usu-
ally, a lot of people are graduat-
ing.”

Ommen said he knew even be-
fore enrolling at Eastern that he 
wanted to rush a fraternity. Hail-
ing from Schaumberg, he knew of 
a lot of people from his area al-

ready in Delta Tau Delta. Gay-
heart, however, was foreign to the 
Greek life.

“I didn’t even know what a fra-
ternity was,” he said. “ I didn’t 
even know what the world philan-
thropy was before I got here.”

Gayheart said recruiting in the 
residence halls is important be-
cause that’s where you find the 
most people.

“You have to be in the dorms 
because that’s where people sit,” 
he said. “When I was a freshman, 
I sat in my dorm. I l iked play-
ing video games, watching South 
Park, and the fraternity really got 
me out, and I enjoyed it, so I kept 
doing it.”

Looking forward, Ommen said 
he’s hopeful to see the enrollment 
climb again, but if not, fraterni-
ties will have to adjust.

“I hope the enrollment goes up, 
but if it doesn’t, we’re going to 
have to get used to not having as 
many guys or maybe even not hav-
ing a pledge class for a semester,” 
he said. “All you can hope for is to 
have a big enrollment.”

Gayhea r t ,  howeve r,  doe sn’t 
quite see the same bright side.

“I don’t know where the campus 
is going to go,” he said. “I love 
this campus, I really do. It’s going 
to be awful if it keeps declining at 
this rate.”

Dominic Renzetti can 
be reached at 581-2812 

or dcrenzetti@eiu.edu.

Smaller fraternities feel affect of low enrollment
“I don’t know where the campus is going to go. I love 
this campus, I really do. It’s going to be awful if it 
keeps declining at this rate.”

Nathan Gayheart, president of Phi Kappa Theta fraternity
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Sorority hopes to land 6th straight victory
By Samantha Middendorf
Sta� Reporter | @DEN_News

Blood pressures will be running high Sunday when 
members of Eastern’s fraternities and sororities take the 
stage for Greek Sing.

But for Marissa Muskievicz, a sophomore journal-
ism major and music chairman of Delta Delta Delta 
sorority, and the rest of her sisters, the pressure will be 
slightly more heavy-weighted.

Delta Delta Delta will be vying to defend its �rst 
place title for the sixth year in a row.

“I want people to know that it’s not handed to us.  
We work really hard,” Muskievicz said.

�e planning and rehearsals begin in January and 
continue until the competition begins in April.  

Rehearsing for Greek Sing can be compared to high 
school choir rehearsal, Muskievicz said.  

“We warm-up for about �ve minutes and then we’ll 
just run through the show,” she said.  “For the �rst cou-
ple of weeks we would spend a day or so on individu-
al parts, but we’re to the point where we can run the 
whole show. It’s a lot of speci�c critiquing.”

Fraternities and sororities are required to have a set 
percentage of participants in Greek Sing each year in 
order to keep a level playing �eld.

“�is year we have about 62 girls, and our house is 
one of the smallest, if not the smallest, while some oth-
er house have close to 100 singers, but we do what we 
can to make up for it,” Muskievicz said. 

Despite the fact that sorority is full of �rst place vet-
erans, there is always room for the members of Delta 
Delta Delta to improve.

“It’s a lot of muscle memory,” Muskievicz said. “�e 
girls are great. It’s only my second year, but the girls do 
a great job at following my lead when I’m swinging my 
arms up there.”

�e weeks of rehearsal ultimately lead up to per-
formance night.  Most groups probably do the same 
things for pre-show, Muskievicz said.

“We get up in the morning, do our hair and make-
up together,” Muskievicz said. “We’ll be wearing red, 
white and blue to go along with our theme – red dress-
es and our lucky white �ats.”

�is year, Delta Delta Delta will have an American 

theme to their performance, singing classic songs by 
Bruce Springsteen and Don McLean, and even a ren-
dition of the National Anthem.

Judges have a speci�c rubric they use to score the 
performances. �e sheets are given out to the fraterni-
ties and sororities during their rehearsal weeks so that 
they know how they will be judged.

“�e judges listen for tone quality, and pay atten-

tion to creativity,” Muskiviecz said. “�ey rate you one 
through �ve and that’s how they add up the scores to 
see who won.”

The stakes are high, but the Delta Delta Delta 
women are staying optimistic despite their nervous-
ness.

“�ere’s de�nitely a lot of competition,” Muskiviecz 
said. “I’m nervous, but I’m excited.  �e girls are work-

ing hard, and they’re awesome, but I know that the 
other sororities are working very hard as well.”

Greek Sing will take place at 1 p.m. Sunday in 
Lantz Arena. 

Samantha Middendorf can 
be reached at 581-2812 

or semiddendorf@eiu.edu.

Delta Delta Delta to use patriotic theme for Greek Sing

FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Marissa Muskievicz, a freshman undecided major and director of Delta Delta Delta, holds onto the first place trophy as Aindrea Hogan, a senior communication studies major, is congratulated 
on April 7, 2013.  This was Delta Delta Delta's fifth year in a row winning Greek Sing. The 2014 Greek Sing will be at 1 p.m. Sunday in Lantz Arena. 

JACOB SALMICH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
The Delta Tau Delta fraternity competes during the 2013 Greek Sing on April 7, 2013 in Lantz Arena. The 2014 Greek Sing will be at 1 p.m. Sun-
day in Lantz Arena. 
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Tugs brackets

Little MenΣΠ

ΣΑΕ

ΣN

ΔTΔ

ΛXA

ΣX

ΣΦE

ΠKA

Big Men Σ Π
ΠKA

ΣX

ΣN

ΛXA

ΔTΔ

ΣAE

ΣΦE

AΣA

NPHC

AΦ

ΣΣΣ

AΓΔ
KΔ

ΔZ

ΣK

Women

AΣT

ΔΔΔ

FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
The Alpha Gamma Delta sorority tugs team competes in the Greek Week tugs tournament on April 8, 2013. The 2014 Greek Week tugs tournament begins at 4 p.m. Monday at the Campus 
Pond.
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1, 2, 3, AND 4 Bedroom Apartments

Leases Starting June, July, or August 2014
*New Buildings   * Quiet Locations

FEATURED LOCATION

905 A STREET: 1 BR Apt with stove, refrigerator, microwave, 

dishwasher, washer & dryer. Garages available. Country Atmosphere.

Call for further

information         
348-7746

www.CHARLESTONILAPTS.com

*from $285 per person

Recognize yourself in the 
Daily Eastern News?
Find and purchase your photos at
denphotos.smugmug.com!

The 
Vehicle:
Eastern’s literary journal

Submit your 
creative 

prose, poetry 
and plays 
to The Ve-

hicle all year 
round!

Go to http://www.
thevehiclemaga-

zine.com/

Call today for your apartment showing!
789 Lincoln Ave. www.unique-properties.net

Excellent Locations
Awesome Amenities
All Inclusive Pricing

Good Luck to All Houses!!

Just what YOU are looking for!
Ask about our Spring Fever Specials!!

PROPERTIES
STAY UNIQUE

Remember to keep 
checking back with the 

Daily Eastern News
for all the Greek Week 

coverage

Eastern continues tradition of Greek Week
1930 Phi Sigma Kappa is founded as the first 

fraternity on Eastern’s campus. 1942 Sigma Sigma Sigma is founded as the first 
sorority on Eastern’s campus. 

1954
Greek Week is started to help unite the 

Greek community. Initially, it was three days 

and included a party at the end. 
1957

Philanthropy is introduced when the five existing fra-

ternities wished to help out Hungarian students who 

were revolting against their government and Soviet 

policies. 

1960S
Tugs is introduced as part of Greek Week, 

igniting the tug-of-war annual tradition. 1968
Alpha Phi Alpha is founded as the first National 

Pan Hellenic Council Greek organization. 

1975 Greek Week included events like an 880-yard 

race, bike race, steeplechase, chariot races and 

a blood drive. 

1977 A dance marathon is first introduced into Greek 

Week. 

1980S
Because of its growing popularity, tugs is moved 

to the Campus Pond for the first time. 
1989-
1994

Construction of Greek Court took approximately 

six years to complete. 
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By Jarad Jarmon
Associate News Editor | @JJarmonReporter

It has been one year since it has 
feasted on the many fraternity and 
sorority members who fell into its 
depths leaving them to crawl out 
with shame soaked in humility and 
pond water.

Again, the campus pond is ready 
this year for another taste at the 
many fraternity and sorority mem-
bers who deem themselves strong 
enough to hold their line and even-
tually throw their rival Greeks into 
the shallow but slippery depths for 
this years tugs tournament. 

At the shot of a gun, Greeks will 
strain and pull the rope across the 
pond in order to win the classic 
game of tug of war, which Eastern 
fraternities and sororities have cel-
ebrated for over 90 years. �ey will 
be competing Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at 4 p.m. each day for the 
preliminary rounds. 

Round one of the little men’s class 
and round one of the women’s class 
kicks o� Monday. Round one of the 
big men’s class and round two of the 
women’s class start Wednesday. And 
Friday round two of the little men’s 
and big men’s class and round three 
of the women’s class starts Friday.  

Those who make it to the final 
rounds for little and big men’s class 

as well as the women’s class will face 
o� at noon April 12. 

In the little men’s bracket, Sigma 
Phi will be facing o� against Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon. Sigma Nu will face 
Delta Tau Delta. Lambda Chi Alpha 
will be �ghting for the rope against 
Sigma Chi. And Sigma Phi Epsilon 
will battle against Phi Kappa Alpha. 

In the big men’s bracket, students 
can expect to see Sigma Phi face o� 
Pi Kappa Alpha. Sigma Chi will be 
taking on Sigma Nu. Lambda Chi 
Alpha will �ght for territory against 
Delta Tau Delta. And Sigma Al-
pha Epsilon will have a showdown 
against Sigma Phi Epsilon. 

Alex Lais, a co-chairman of Greek 

Week, said they have been working 
on the logistics of each match good. 

“Basically making sure that the 
rosters are set, the right people are 
on the rope, and the right people are 
where they need to be for sta�ng the 
event,” Lais said. 

With signi�cantly more compet-
ing sororities in one bracket, some 

sororities will be facing the winner 
of the �rst round women’s team. Al-
pha Phi will be taking on the winner 
of the �ght between Alpha Sigma Al-
pha and the National Pan-Hellen-
ic Council teams. �e Kappa Delta 
team will be facing the winner of the 
Delta Zeta and Sigma Kappa �ght. 
Sigma Sigma Sigma and Alpha Gam-
ma Delta will be going head-to head. 
And Delta Delta Delta will be bat-
tling Alpha Sigma Tau. 

Even if a particular fraternity does 
not fall to their watery defeat, they 
may still get soaked. According to 
the National Weather Service, there 
are slight chances of rain for Mon-
day. �e rest of the week’s weather is 
not precise, but Lais said it is likely 
to happen. 

“It will always rain during tugs, I 
can promise you that,” Lais said. 

Training to get under weight or 
to be perfectly fit will culminate 
next week on the battlefield over 
the campus pond. 

Jarad Jarmon can 
be reached at 581-2812 

or jsjarmon@eiu.edu

For a look at the 
upcoming matches and 
brackets turn to 5B

FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
The Sigma Chi fraternity tugs team competes during the tugs tournament  for Greek Week on April 8, 2013. The 2014 Greek Week tugs tournament begins at 4 p.m. Monday at Campus Pond. 

FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
The Sigma Pi fraternity competes in the 2013 Greek Week tugs tournament on April 8, 2013 at the Campus Pond. 
The 2014 Greek Week tugs tournament will be at 4 p.m. Monday at Campus Pond. 

Tournament to pit fraternities, sororities in battle of wills 

Pulling for pride
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SHEA LA Z ANSKY | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Members of the Kappa Delta sorority rise up during the Air Band competition of Greek Week on Saturday, April 6, 2013 in Lantz Arena. Sigma Kappa placed third for sororities, while Alpha Phi 
came in second, and Delta Zeta came in first place. 

Rock ‘n’ roll all night
Fraternities, sororities to mimic rock stars
By Megan Ivey
Sta� Reporter| @DEN_News

All vying for the top spot, 18 fraterni-
ties and sororities will pull out mock instru-
ments, fake microphones and creative cos-
tumes to portray an actual band, lip-synch-
ing a song mash-up of the fraternity or so-
rority’s choosing. 

Greek Week kicks off with Air Band, a 
lip-synced dance performance, at 7 p.m. Sat-
urday in the Lantz Arena. 

The fraternities and sororities host try-
outs in early February, often starting choreo-
graphing right away to put on their best per-
formance possible.

Each chapter is held to certain regulations 
for the performance. No more than 14 peo-
ple can be on a team, with no less than six 
on stage at one time. Throughout the entire 
performance at least one person must be lip-
syncing.

The Air Band steering committee mem-
bers find judges to score the performances. 
The judges typically have a background in 
dancing or cheerleading.

The chapters will be scored in different 
categories, including showmanship, lip-syn-
ching, use of transitions, synchronization, 
routine difficulty and overall execution.

Tania Vucsko, an Air Band and Greek 

Sing steering committee member, said in 
addition to the criteria given, judges may 
look for qualities such as sharpness in dance 
moves, sticking to the choice of theme and 
inducing audience participation.

The theme must be captured within a pre-
determined budget – each participant may 
only spend $50 on a costume, and $100 can 
be spent on props for the team. 

The theme should also reflect the chap-
ters’ colors through costumes and props.

Ally Krause, the co-chair of the Greek 
Week steering committee, said there is a 
wide spectrum of themes, ranging from the 
film “Saw” to The Rolling Stones.

Vucsko said that Kappa Delta’s perfor-
mance last year, which had a zombie theme, 
was “a memorable one.”

Vucsko also said Air Band offers a more 
creative outlet for the chapters.

 “Greek Sing, another event which incor-
porates music, is an event that is more mod-
est and traditional,” Vucsko said. “The chap-
ters use Air Band as a creative outlet and 
play up their talent.”

Vucsko said there is a lot of planning be-
tween the committee and the chapters in or-
der to execute a successful performance. 

 “There are checkpoints each chapter must 
complete,” Vucsko said. “Chapters create a 
roster, learn of the rules and regulations and 
discuss music selection with the committee.”

Both Krause and Vucsko said they feel 
like Air Band is a way to show Eastern what 
Greek Life is like.

Many groups come up with a perfor-
mance that shows the Greek Life communi-
ty, Krause said.

“All fraternities and sororities come to 

support not only their chapter, but others 
as well,” Vucsko said. “It’s exciting to see 
everyone’s hard work pay off.” 

Megan Ivey can 
be reached 581-2812  

or mkivey@eiu.edu.

FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Ahkeem Lang, a dancer in the EIU Dancers, performs during the 2013 Air Band competition. 

Air Band line up
1. Delta Chi 
2. Delta Tau Delta 
3. Delta Delta Delta
4. Alpha Sigma Tau 

5. Alpha Sigma Alpha 
6. Alpha Phi
7. Sigma Chi 
8. Kappa Delta 

9. Sigma Kappa 
10. Sigma Alpha Epsilon
a. Coronation  
11.  Lambda Chi Alpha 

12. Delta Zeta 
13. Alpha Gamma Delta 
14. Phi Kappa Theta 
15. Sigma Sigma Sigma 

16. Sigma Phi Epsilon 
17. Sigma Pi 
18. Pi Kappa Alpha 
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