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JACOB SALMICH | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Laura Boyce, of Charleston, helps her daughter Arwen, 6, with homework at Jackson Avenue Coffee. Laura said the family
frequents the JAC to do homework and has been going for a long time.

Community rallies to save JAC

By Samantha McDaniel | Daily Editor

ommunity members are rallying
‘ to preserve the smell of fresh cof-
fee and the sound of local musi-
cians on the square by organizing a benefit
to raise $18,000 for Jackson Avenue Coffee.

The benefit Wednesday is to help owner
Dano Reible pay for his business” debt accu-
mulated from unpaid state sales tax.

After being turned down for a loan, Reible
was planning on closing the local coffee shop
until community members began a cam-
paign to save their beloved gathering place.

The group began raising money on Sat-
urday with Melanie Mills, a communica-
tion studies professor, spearheading the
“Save the JAC” campaign because she said
she felt a connection with the coffee shop
and wanted to save the atmosphere.

The benefit will take place from 6 to 10
p-m. Wednesday at the JAC to raise money
to save the coffee shop.

“We are hoping to announce at the end
of that event that we made it,” Mills said.

The Third Place

'The group wants to save the JAC because
of its atmosphere and the family environ-
ment, Mills said

“There is nowhere else besides a bar
where amateur musicians can play,” Mills
said. “It’s one of the few bar alternatives that
we have in the community. It’s for old peo-
ple and young people alike.”

Reible said staying open is not about the
money, but about all the customers who fre-
quent the tables of the shop.

The JAC brings in about $6,000 a year
after expenses and it is a low-level business,
Mills said

“One of the reasons the group of us are
helping because Dano took on this business
on knowing that he was not going to make

a lot of money, but having a dream and a vi-
sion,” Mills said.

She said Reible had the dream of provid-
ing the community with a place to gather
and for the arts.

“The JAC is more than a business in our
community, it is a very important third
place,” Mills said.

‘The concept of being a third place is the
motto that the JAC operates on.

Reible said the JAC is a lot of people’s
third place, their home and work being the
first and second.

Reible will attend a hearing at 9 a.m.
Thursday in Springfield where he has to
turn over $18,000 or he will lose his busi-
ness license.

He said even if they cannot raise the
money, he feels blessed for all the support
he has gotten from the community.

JAC, page 5

ENROLLMENT

Transfer rates predicted to decline

Rates predicted
to reflect low
enrollment stats

By Robyn Dexter
In-depth Editor

Although Eastern is seeing a de-
cline in the upcoming spring se-
mester’s transfer rate, the Office
of Transfer Relations is processing
more than 400 applications.

Rita Pearson, the transfer coor-
dinator for the Office of Transfer
Relations, said the transfer student
rates for Spring 2013 reflect the
statewide enrollment decline that
has been taking place.

“Many students have cut back to
being part-time students,” she said.
“We do tend to follow that state-
wide trend as well.”

Pearson said it is taking students
longer to move through the system
because they are only part-time and
take longer to graduate.

“About three or four years ago
when that recession hit, there was
a huge movement to go back to
school,” she said. “We had an in-
crease and we were excited to see a
rise in transfer students as well.”

Unfortunately, Pearson said not
as many students transferred to four-
year institutions as were expected.

“They just couldn’t afford to stay
in school or went into a technical
program and were finished in two
years,” she said. “The funding just
isn’t there.”

Pearson said the previous peak is
just now starting to level out.

“We had a record high last year
of 1,150 transfer students in the
fall,” she said.

'The Office of Transfer Relations

does not track spring transfer rates
as much over the years because it
usually stays around 300 students,
Pearson said.

“Spring tends to have less trans-
fer students than in the fall,” Pear-
son said. “We have lots of incom-
pletes because we're still process-
ing.”

Pearson said the reason they are
behind on the processing is because
of the number of applications.

“There’s no way of knowing
who’s going to matriculate, so we
have to wait and see,” she said.

The number of applicants will
differ from the number of students
who actually come to Eastern in
the spring, as not everyone who ap-
plies to Eastern will attend.

Enrollment for community col-
leges and four-year institutions has
seen a decline in enrollment over
the past few years.

Pearson said she expects a lower
transfer rate because of the decrease
in community college enrollment.

Pearson said efforts are being
made to improve the transfer rates
by doing calling campaigns and
checking up with students who have
been applying to see where they are
at in the application process.

“We send out notifications to
community colleges as to when
we're going to be there as well,” she
said. “We've doubled our visits to
feeder schools.”

Pearson said many students who
transfer to Eastern have met all the
requirements for their associate de-
gree, but they never applied to re-
ceive it and make it official.

“They really should get the cred-
it for what they've done, so we en-
courage students to do what we call
reverse transfer,” she said.
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CRIME

State police
looking for
2 suspects
for shooting

Staff Report

The Illinois State
Police is current-
ly looking for two
people in connec-
tion with a Monday
shooting reported in
Johnson County.

John L. Cun-
ningham, 41, and
Janet S. Cunning-
ham, 43, of Wind-
sor, are the two sus-
pects, who allegedly
shot a male victim.
The victim was lat-
er released from the
hospital.

The police want
people to be on the
lookout for a stolen
1988 gray Dodge
Dakota Pick-Up
truck with a black
topper. The Illinois registration is 38392W.

Anyone with information regarding informa-
tion on this case can contact the Illinois State
Police at 618-542-2171 ext. 1202 or 911.

The suspects are considered armed and dan-
gerous.

JOHN L. CUNNINGHAM

CITY COUNCIL

Tax levy
approved

By Amanda Wilkinson
Staff Reporter

‘The Charleston City Council is moving forward
at the end of the year with a new $4,168,552 tax
levy as well as a new city attorney.

'The council also approved the sale of 249 Jack-
son Ave., which the city took over because the
building was in poor condition.

The newly approved tax levy amount is a
15-percent increase of from last year’s amount.

The tax levy is the maximum amount of money
the city requests for the fiscal year.

The amount requested with determines what
the next year’s property tax rate will be.

Mayor John Inyart said this money goes toward
Charleston’s general fund.

Inyart said this is the first step of requesting the
money from the county. After the request is sent,
the county will figure any tax exemptions before
property taxes next yeat.

Inyart said the county then figures the property
tax rate for the tax bills that go out in June 2013.

Inyart said he expects the property tax rate to
increase with the tax levy amount increase.

“We try to keep it in check the best we can but
at the same time the cost of providing the servic-
es to our residents continues to go up,” Inyart said.

‘Throughout the meeting, members of the coun-
cil congratulated Brian Bower, the former city at-
torney, for his new position as state’s attorney.

Bower was recently elected to the states attor-
ney position, leaving an empty seat in the council.

TAX, page 5
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EIU weather

TODAY THURSDAY
Sunny Partly Sunny
High: 48 High: 50°
Low: 32° Low: 43°

For more weather visit castle.eiu.edu/weather.

ONLINE

Check out the Uni-
versity Board's three-
day exhibit about the
different Christmas cel-
ebrations around the
world in the article
""Christmas Around
the World' to showcase holiday diversity" at
dailyeasternnews.com.

EASTERN NEWS

“Tell the truth and don’t be afraid.”
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CHARLESTON

Local business celebrates 40 years

By Anthony Catezone
Assistant Sports Editor

Linda Spence is leading a life most people
only dream of, as she continues to pursue what
she loves.

For the past 40 years, she has been the own-
er of Spence’s on Jackson, a small shop that sells
vintage clothing and accessories.

The self-proclaimed ‘Little Shoppe On The
Corner, is at 722 Jackson Ave., in downtown
Charleston.

This year is Spence’s on Jackson’s 40th anni-
versary, a store that Spence opened up herself at
age 28. Now 68, Spence appreciates all 40 years
she has owned the shop, as very few people fol-
low their passion.

“I feel very, very blessed that I can make
a living doing this,” Spence said. “These 40
years have gone by in the blink of an eye.
It really has, but I the love people. I love to
laugh. I think this whole thing is freedom.
How many people get to do what they want
to do for 40 years and be happy with ie? It’s
a great thing.”

Spence said she instantly fell in love with
rummage sales after moving to Charleston.

“I got addicted to the rummage sales,” Spen-
ce said. “I lived in a town with 300 people and
when I moved to Charleston, somebody asked
me if I wanted to go to a rummage sale. When
I went I thought, ‘how cool. This stuff is cheap.
They don’t want this anymore?””

Spence realized she wanted to open a business
when friends would ask her to find things for
them.

“I had more and more people asking me to
try to find stuff for them,” she said. “Well, pretty
soon I had more than enough of that, so I set up
in a room in my house. After making appoint-
ments with about 30 people, I decided I should
open a shop.”

The idea of hunting for jewelry, trinkets and
vintage clothing is what turned Spence on this
unique hobby. But she said nothing makes her
happier than when customers find exactly what
they want in her store.

“I love the hunt,” Spence said. “I love look-
ing for the stuff. It is just so awesome when I'm
able to find something that somebody wants and
they come and say, ‘Oh my God, oh my God,
oh my God. Come here, give me a hug.”

Spence said her best experience in her 40
years as the owner of Spence’s has been meeting
so many diverse people, as she has met people
from New York and all across the nation.

Spence’s friendships even reach overseas as she
has created close bonds with people in Scotland
and England But, her favorite people to interact
with are by far the students at Eastern, she said.

“I have always catered to the students,” Spen-
ce said. “I love them. I have made friends with
an awful lot of them. They come back and see
me, they email me, they call me and they send
me birthday cards.”

She loves students so much, that she has hired
some, but Spence believes that the carefree work
environment gives her employees the exact feel-
ing she has, which is it is not a job, rather what
they have a passion for.

“I really like the style of stuff here,” said
Janna Repta, an employee at Spence’s on

ANTHONY CATEZONE | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Linda Spence, of Charleston, sits with her cat, Tim, in her shop, Spence's on Jackson. Spence's
has been open for 40 years throughout multiple locations in Charleston.

Jackson. “I'm not as knowledgeable as Lin-
da (Spence) is, but it is definitely something
I really like. I could definitely fill my entire
wardrobe with just stuff from this store.”

Spence gives her employees the freedom to
design the store themselves. She said it makes
the place more unique, as the students can
put their personalities into the store, as well.

Repta, a junior early childhood education
major, said she believes that Spence letting
her employees design the inside of the store
appeals to the customer’s eye.

“The students who work here can put up
what they like,” Repta said. “So then, it re-
lates back to all different customers, because
all different people work here. It’s great to be
able to have an artistic input into the store.”

As for looking ahead, Spence said she does
not see an end for Spence’s on Jackson in

sight.

“I am going to do this as long as I possi-
bly can,” she said. “I am not the type to sit
around. I don’t travel, so this is my life. It is
what keeps me going, and I hope to continue
on my journey as long as I can.”

The only thing that will change for Spen-
ce’s on Jackson is the outlook of the store, as
the store will take a step back in time.

“I have changed my outlooks,” Spence said.
“It is to diversify and take back my shop to
what it started out with, and be almost to-
tal vintage. My love has always been and al-
ways will be anything that is eclectic, differ-
ent or vintage.”

Anthony Catezone can
be reached at 581-2812
or ajcatezone@eiu.edu.
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Java serves up friendliness

By Seth Schroeder
Opinions Editor

President Bill Perry gets a shot of
espresso. Dan Nadler, Vice President
for Student Affairs, gets a venti reg-
ular coffee with no room, sometimes
twice a day. With winter on its way,
many students are getting pepper-
mint mochas and in the fall they pre-
fer pumpkin spice.

This is how Kelsey Zak and Lau-
ra Schneider, student workers at Java
Beanery and Bakery, know many of
the customers they serve. They may
not always know a regular’s name,
but they often get to know their usu-
al drink order.

Schneider, a senior sociology major,
said some of the same regulars have
started to recognize her as well.

“I’ll be at a party and people will
be like, ‘Java Girl!"” she said. “That’s
kind of cool.”

Zak and Schneider have worked at
Java for nearly three years and started
working there around the same time.

They said despite the occasional
rude customer and having to talk over
the loud whirring sound of the blend-
ers and steamers, they enjoy work-
ing there. They have made life-long
friends with many of their fellow em-
ployees, have something extra to do
that gets them out of their houses and
work somewhere that smells like fresh
coffee everyday.

Schneider said she works at Java ev-
eryday for a total of around 18 hours
a week. She said she gets there at 6:30
a.m. for the opening shift.

She said she drank coffee regular-
ly before working at Java, but through
her work she learned a lot about the
coffee shop atmosphere and knows a
wider variety of drink orders available
to her.

Schneider also bakes the muf-
fins, bagels and other pastries served
at Java every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday. Before working there
she said she had no baking or baris-
ta experience. She said she had to
memorize numerous drink orders,
ten different kinds of muffins and
had to get the timing down to bake
them correctly.

“I was nervous at first. It was over-
whelming how much there was to
learn,” Schneider said.

Now, Schneider said her bosses rely
on her and Zak to train new employ-
ees how to bake and prepare different
drink orders.

“It’s kind of cool to come here and
not know anything but then be in
charge of teaching it to other people,”
she said.

Zak she never drank much cof-
fee before working at Java, but after
she started working there around 15
hours a week has now drinks around
one coffee product a day.

“I started with all of the non-coffee

drinks and slowly started trying things
with less cream, less sugar,” she said.

Schneider and Zak said their job is
not usually too challenging and they
rarely have trouble balancing their
schoolwork with their hours.

Zak said occasionally customers
will occasionally snap at employees es-
pecial if the line is long.

“Sometimes they’ll complain if
they think you made a mistake or if
their drink didn’t come out as they
envisioned,” she said. “No one likes
waiting in line so I guess I under-
stand.”

Schneider she wishes some cus-
tomers would realize the employees
at Java are people to and sometimes
they make mistakes.

Zak said they occasionally run
into unplanned problems as well
such as running out of an ingredi-
ent or when a necessary machine
breaks.

Schneider and Zak said it can take
a while to get used to working with
new coworkers and developing a
flow that keeps them from running
into each other. This can be especial-
ly problematic during the morning or
afternoon rush or the 15 minutes be-
fore and after every hour when classes
get out and the shop is busiest.

Seth Schroeder can
be reached at 581-2812
or scschroeder@eiu.edu

HOUSING AND DINING

‘Hunger Games’ theme of feast

By Robyn Dexter
In-depth Editor

President Bill Perry, along with
other vice presidents, will be partic-
ipating in Eastern’s bi-annual finals
feast on Sunday.

“They’ll be helping serve on the
line and greeting students as they
come in,” Chris Wojtysiak, the unit
director for Thomas Hall Dining
Center, said.

This year’s theme is centered on
the popular book and movie series,
“The Hunger Games.”

Mark Hudson, the director of
University Housing and Dining
Services, said the theme was voted
on during a Residence Hall Associ-
ation meeting.

Wojtysiak said the food featured
at finals feast will include a variety
of appetizers.

“We’ll have buffalo chicken em-
panadas, crab rangoon, onion
rings, barbequed meatballs, pretzel
bites, veggie trays and fruit trays,”

Wojtysiak said.

Wojtysiak said a raffle will be tak-
ing place for all who attend the fi-
nals.

“We have prizes baskets that you
can win,” he said.

The baskets will include prizes
such as “The Hunger Games” movie
and book, along with T-shirts featur-
ing types of cereal.

“We also have a bunch of prod-
ucts from mevU like games and
notepads,” Wojtysiak said.

Students will also have the op-
portunity to play games at the finals
feast that will pertain to “The Hunger
Games” theme.

“We'll have different games like
Nerf gun target-type games where you
can win additional prizes,” he said.

“We’ll have buffalo chicken empanadas, crab ran-
goon, onion rings, barbequed meatballs, pretzel
bites, veggie trays and fruit trays.”

-Chris Wojtysiak, unit director for Thomas Hall Dining Center

Wojtysiak said housing and din-
ing starts planning finals feast a few
months before it occurs by assem-
bling all the unit directors of the din-
ing centers.

“We brainstorm different ideas
and come up with different possibili-
ties,” he said. “Every year we try to do
something that’s completely different
from what we've done in the past.”

Finals feast has taken place each se-
mester for about seven or eight years,
Wojtysiak said.

The finals feast will take place from
9 to 11 p.m. on Sunday in the Thom-
as Hall Dining Center.

Robyn Dexter can
be reached at 581-2812
or redexter@eiu.edu.
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Nicole Ellement, a freshman history major, throws a softball Monday after-
noon in the South Quad. She was out taking advantage of the unseason-

ably warm weather.

HOLIDAYS

Drive supports
local families

By Amanda Wilkinson
Staff Reporter

With the upcoming holiday season,
the Panther Express: Toy Drive’s goal
is to make sure every child has a toy
for the holidays.

In order to make that goal a re-
ality, the Panther Express has part-
nered with the One Stop Communi-
ty Christmas, which supplies toys and
other home supplies to families in six
counties: Coles, Clark, Cumberland,
Edgar, Shelby and Douglas.

The One Stop Community Christ-
mas is a holiday assistance program
that lets families go through a shop-
like atmosphere to pick up toys and
other supplies for the holidays.

Rachel Fisher, the director of stu-
dent community service, said the One
Stop Community Christmas started
because different toy collective groups
wanted to benefit the most people.

Fisher said for the toy drive, they
will be collecting new toys for ages 18
and below.

However, they would prefer items
for kids ages 11 and up.

“We are particularly focused on
kids ages 11 and up because we cer-
tainly know those are some of the
harder ones to shop for,” Fisher said.

However, they will accept other
items such as bedding, laundry deter-
gent, books and new jackets.

Fisher said even fresh sheets and
blankets can be a treasure for someone
who does not have them.

She said that she is excited to give
blanket to children too.

“Our hope is to have enough blan-
kets so every child could have a new
blanket and then it’s theirs,” Fisher
said.

The Mattoon Public Library is do-
nating books with the goal of every

child having a new book this holiday
season.

Fisher said One Stop Community
Christmas will also accept monetary
donations to help supply other items
that are in greater need.

Fisher said last year, One Stop
Community Christmas gave toys to
about 1,500 local children and 500
local families.

She said they are hoping to supply
toys and household items to 700 to
800 local families this year.

“Any and all items will be incred-
ibly appreciated and will immediate-
ly go into the hands of someone who
will have great value in them,” Fish-
er said.

Items can be dropped off at the
Human Services Building, the Aca-
demic Advising Center, the history
and special education offices as well as
the Student Community Service and

business office located in the Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. University Union.

Items will be collected until Dec.
12.

Fisher said she hopes to see many
items donated because the holidays
are the time for giving.

“It certainly is a time of year when
people are very aware of giving and
the value of family,” Fisher said. “We
certainly see culturally, there’s a real
desire to give back during the holiday
season.”

Fisher said when people are out
with their families or friends, it is easy
to pick up something extra to donate.

“Something you would enjoy, grab
one more,” Fisher said. “It’s going to
be a great gift to someone in our com-
munity.”

Amanda Wilkinson can be
reached at 581-2812
or akwilkinson@eiu.edu.
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Door-to-door
solicitors not
part of city,
suspicious

Off-campus students may have noticed
door-to-door solicitors visiting within the
past few months with promises of new and
cheaper energy plans. They may have also
heard the city of Charleston is starting a new
energy program that will start next year.

However, as The Daily Eastern News
reported Monday, the solicitors are in no
way affiliated with the city and students
should be suspicious of the promises they
are making.

The city’s new program will allow the city
to negotiate bid from an energy provider
as a group. Charleston City Manager Scott
Smith said this will help the residents get
better prices on energy.

Smith said the solicitors may in fact get
lower energy prices but they likely will not
be as low as the energy prices they would get
if they stuck with the city’s plan.

The solicitors not only promise cheap-
er rates but have been known to pressure
people into making the switch to their plan
without consulting other options, act as if
the decision is obvious and claim to have
already signed up other residents in the indi-
viduals neighborhood.

If students and other residents would like
to consider each plan, they may in fact find
the solicitors have a better plan that will
get them better energy prices than the city’s
plan. However, this decision should not be
made lightly and should only be made with
plenty of research.

Charleston residents should also keep in
mind the city of Charleston came up with
the energy plan with only the intent to
help their citizens save money. The solici-
tors instead appear to be preying on people’s
confusion and trying to take advantage of a
transition period in order to make a profit.
They likely do not have Charleston’s citizen’s
best interest at heart.

Smith has said the city will not be going
door-to-door to tell citizens of the upcoming
change. The city’s program will not require
any action by individual citizens and the
switch will be made automatically. He said
they will send a notice before the switch is
made so citizens have a chance to opt out of
it if they wish.

The energy plan the solicitors are offer-
ing may in fact save individual Charles-
ton residents more money than if they stuck
with the city’s plan, but Smith has said this
is unlikely.

In general, if citizens are feeling pres-
sured they should at most accept informa-
tion to look over later but refrain from sign-
ing anything. There is never a reason to
agree to something without consulting your
options first. Always remember that if you
feel uncomfortable you can shut the door
and walk away.
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Let us behold a world without news

Imagine for a second that for one day, you
would live in a world without news.

Oh yes, [ said it. Your news sources would be
gone; from print to speech, you would be dis-
connected from the world of now.

And I would love to cover the day’s events; |
would love to go out to take pictures and write
a story about the day. But I can’t.

I wouldn’t have a means with which to share
this news.

I can’t put it in the paper, that’s for sure. But
I also can’t put it online, for some reason I can’t
put it anywhere online.

My Internet is gone as well. There’s no on-
line news media anywhere to be found. No ce-
lebrity gossip, movie previews, or weather up-
dates. There are no game scores or search en-
gines. Nothing will open.

And when I go to check my Facebook and
Twitter they freeze to a blank white screen.

I can’t get anything to open, not even my
email.

My point is simple; the world without news
would be terrible.

If you look at any facet of life you can deter-
mine that it would be greatly undermined by a
lack of news and information.

Look at the American Presidency for an ex-
ample.

If we took away news for a day, the president
and his staff would have no way of knowing
what was going on in the world, let alone their
own country.

They wouldn’t know what bills were being en-
acted or what wars were being fought at home or
around the world. A foreign nation could attack
and there would be know way of knowing.

And we all wouldnt know either.

We would be completely cut off from what
was going on in politics internationally, along
with locally.

We wouldn’t know anything about anything
that was going on in our backyard.

If students were being taken from their hous-
es or dorm rooms around campus, there would
be no way of letting us know.

If hate crimes were raging rampant at night,
we would have no way of knowing night was a
bad time to be out.

We would have a disconnect from our neigh-
bors and our friends.

All because news is what is happening now.
It’s what you want to know about the world
around you. News is news because it’s what
you're interested in, and a lack of news would
keep you from knowing what you want to
know.

Without news, the world would stand still.

Zachary White is a senior journalism major.
He can be reached at 581-2812 or
denopinions @gmail.com.

FROM THE EASEL

LOUR G el

o]
PDOING

ON

D

JOSHUA BRYANT | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

COLUMN

I am EIU...and started ChuckVegas too

Well, well, well...what is ChuckVegas?

I¢’s everything that your parents warned you
about when they dropped you off here for the
first time.

You won't see it on any EIU brochures: Keg
stands, grinding, DJs, flashing lights and alco-
hol, but it exists.

And it changed me forever.

I am not the man I was when I arrived at
Carman Hall in August 2008 to meet some of
the best friends and worst influences imagin-
able. The second I bid my parents farewell and
saw them drive away, I felt a rush of freedom
that I've never felt before. It was like being un-
leashed after 18 years of being restricted.

I get the same feeling each weekend down
here.

I¢’s the side of college life that no one wants
to bring up in civilized discussion, despite the
fact that those who run the world are likely to
have participated in the same unspoken acts in
their younger days.

That’s where I came in.

I made a Facebook page dedicated to the
unspoken part of the school so that people
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Joshua Bryant

in the community would see just how much
they have in common and how awesome this
school can be.

With people having younger siblings, cous-
ins, parents and a host of other people on
Facebook that they don't want to know about
their hidden insanity, the page is a place where
I could talk about all the shocking, freaky and
weird stuff that goes down here, and people
could laugh at it.

I want to get this off my chest: Partying
does not make you a bad person, a bad stu-
dent or a bad influence, despite what many
parents, professors and administrators make it
seem to be. The stigma just exists in the pro-

Buzzard Hall.

fessional world. I'm nice to everyone I see, 1
work hard, go to class and...well...I'm not al-
ways the best influence, but we're all adules
who should be able to think for themselves, so
I won’t count that against myself too hard.

'The vast majority of the 3,000-plus peo-
ple who like my page have figured out who I
am by now, and I've made friends with some
and enemies with others. But in all, I wouldn’
take back anything I’ve done since I've been
here. I love my friends, my old teammates on
the football team and everyone who greets me
in public, though I'll admit that I have abso-
lutely no clue who a lot of you guys are...for
lots of reasons.

I only have one piece of advice to leave the
students with: College is going to be over, and
it’s going to be over quick, trust me. It goes by
like lightning. Don't hesitate, don’t hold back
and don’t miss opportunities. You never know
what can happen in ChuckVegas.

Joshua Bryant is a senior journalism major.
He can be reached at 581-2812 or
denopinions@gmail.com.
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Students compete
In speech competition

By Tim Deters
Features Editor

Pacing back and forth, fiddling with
papers and mouthing silent words, six
students prepared to see whose speech
would rise above the rest Monday.

The students competed in the 10th
annual Betty Balasi Public Speaking
Contest, hosted in the Lumpkin Hall
Auditorium by the communication
studies department.

The contest was open to students of
any major who have taken CMN 1310:
Introduction to Speech Communica-
tion or CMN 1390: Introduction to
Speech Communication (Honors) dur-
ing the summer or fall of 2012.

Each student had seven to nine min-
utes to present their speeches they had
also submitted for a grade in class.

Prizes for winners were $500 for first
place, $300 for second place and $100
for third place.

Dressed in a black pinstripe suit, a
squared black bowtie and neon green
tennis shoes, Christian Ilunga Matthie-
sen, a freshman business major, stood
before an empty classroom practicing
his speech before the competition.

While he was nervous about his
speech on nonverbal communication,
he said he was confident his nerves
would help his performance.

“Of course you get nervous, and it
keeps you on your toes,” he said.

Dawn Williams, a freshman mathe-
matics major, said she had practiced her
speech many times but was still nervous
about presenting her speech on the por-
trayal of women in the media.

“I'm kind of nervous,” she said,
dressed in a black pantsuit and tur-
quoise heels. “Well, I take that back, I
am very nervous right now.”

Lindsey Johnson, a sophomore spe-
cial education major, said she had not in-
tended on participating in the competi-
tion until her honors speech instructor,
Rich Jones, encouraged her to compete.

“I didn’t think that I would even
make it this far,” she said about enter-
ing her speech about the importance of
Facebook for students.

Richard Jones, a communication
studies faculty member and coordinator
of competition, said he enjoys watch-
ing students prepare and practice their
speeches before the competition.

“When you go to speech compe-
titions, it is normal to see a bunch of
people talking to themselves,” he said.
“People find their own place to prep,
which is fun to watch.”

Jones said seeing students take pride
in their preparations and presenting

their speeches with enthusiasm is en-
couraging to see.

Each student presented their speech-
es with an accompanying PowerPoint
presentation before a crowd of nearly
70 students, faculty and staff.

After all the speeches had conclud-
ed and the judges handed their results
to Jones, Johnson was awarded first
place, Matthiesen second place and
Lester Wang, a senior mathematics
major, placed third for his speech on
the importance of science, technolo-
gy, engineering and mathematics ed-
ucation.

“I was shocked,” Johnson said. “The

TIM DETERS | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Lindsay Johnson, a sophomore special education major, competes in the
10th annual Betty Balasi Public Speaking Competition Tuesday in Lumpkin
Hall Auditorium. Johnson won first place for her speech about the impor-
tance of Facebook for students.

other speeches were really, really well
thought-out and executed well.”

She said she was honored to have
won the competition and believes the
skill of public speaking can help stu-
dents in many ways.

“There’s going to be a lot of situa-
tions that you are going to be nervous
in, especially as a teacher,” she said.

However, defeating nervous tenden-
cies will be crucial to students’ success,

she said.

Tim Deters can
be reached at 581-2812
or tadeters@eiu.edu.
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JAC, from page 1

Mills said Reible did not ask for any
help at first.

“We literally had to beg him for the
opportunity to see if we could organize
people to help him,” Mills said. “It’s
not easy to say ‘I made a mistake in my
business and now it’s going to close’ so
we had to convince him that the JAC
is important enough to the communi-
ty to let us try”

Reible said he tries to do a good
thing by provide a safe atmosphere for
musicians and young people.

“If we close down, this community
is going to lose a place that parents can
feel safe about leaving their kids, you
can go and just relax and not feel pres-
sure, and get things done,” Reible said.

He said the place is the common
hang out for the different types of peo-
ple and without it, they would not be
able to come together.

“On the back of our business card
it even says we want to be your third
place, home being your first, work be-
ing your second and JAC being your
third,” Reible said.

History of the JAC

Reible’s connection to the JAC start-
ed five years ago when he and his wife
would visit on the weekends he was
home.

His life as a trucker caused him to
travel frequently and they would go to
the JAC to relax and talk.

Reible said he was talking to the pre-
vious owner about finding a local job so
he could be home with his wife.

At the time the JAC was not for sale,
but the owner suggested he buy it any-
way.

“I said I'd love to buy the JAC if it
was for sale and he said it is for sale for
the right person,” Reible said. “That’s
when it started.”

Despite his lack of knowledge in the

business field, he bought the shop.

Efforts to Save the JAC

“I've talked to business people and I
got advice on how to run things differ-
ently,” Reible said.

He said if he remains open he will
take out the tax daily and put it into
a separate account to prevent it from
happening again.

Since starting on Saturday, Reible
was able to make a down payment of
$3,000 on Monday and by 10 a.m.
Tuesday received about $800 more in
donations.

People can donate money by going
to the JAC or through PayPal at dano@
jacksonavenuecoffee.com.

All the money raised will go to paying
off the debt, even if the JAC is closed.

Reible said he is thankful for all the
support he has gotten, even if he has to
close at the end of the week.

“I have seen so much outpouring of
not just funds, but people who love this
place,” Reible said. “It’s been very heart-
warming.”

Mills said if the JAC is closed at the
end of the week a piece of the commu-
nity will be gone.

“I think a lot of people gather there
who will be kind of lost,” Mills said.

Reible said he feels in his heart that
the JAC can be saved.

He said it was the atmosphere of the
shop that attracted him to the shop and
it is the reason he wants to keep it open.

“So many different people inter-
act here that would never interact any-
where else,” Reible said. “So many peo-
ple have gained new friendships and
new hobbies and new interest because
of Jackson Avenue Coffee.”

Samantha McDaniel can
be reached at 581-2812
or slmcdaniel@eiu.edu.

TRANSFER, from page 1

In this process, students can get
their associate degree while continu-
ing to take classes at Eastern.

“They can take their few remain-
ing classes, send an Eastern transcript
back to their community college and
not delay starting their sequence
here,” she said. “We don’t want them
to waste any time.”

Pearson said she has seen the num-
ber of students who do the reverse
transfer process increase.

Though the numbers for spring
transfer students will not be in until

the 10-day count in January, Pearson
said she is optimistic about the num-
ber of transfer students that will come
to Eastern.

She estimates somewhere between
200 and 300 students.

“We have about an 80-percent
show rate,” she said. “Transfer stu-
dents yield at a higher rate than fresh-
men.”

Robyn Dexter can
be reached at 581-2812
or redexter@eiu.edu.

TAX, from page

Rachael Cunningham, an attor-
ney at the Brainard Law Office, was
hired in as city attorney and was
welcomed during her first meeting
Tuesday.

Scott Smith, the Charleston
city manager, said he appreciates
Bower for all the years of service
he gave to the city of Charleston.

“I've had the wonderful opportu-

1

nity to work with Brian for almost
all the 23 years of service,” Smith
said. “Brian’s done a good job of
guiding me through treacherous wa-
ters.

Amanda Wilkinson can
be reached at 581-2812
or akwilkinson@eiu.edu.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Q Help wanted

Bartending! $250/day potential. No
experience necessary. Training avail-
able. 800-965-6520 ext 239.

12/10
Avon wants you! Easy earnings. $10
startup. Call today. Marlene Brown-
ing. 217-235-6634

12/10

® ® Roommates

1 or 2 roommates wanted. $360/
month. 3 bedroom apartment. Contact
Lexi Olinger (facebook) or call
708-979-4039.

ﬁ Sublessors

Female subleaser wanted for Spring
'13 semester. 2 bedrooms. Brand new
construction. Personal bathroom. Unit
includes washer, dryer, and dishwash-
er. Call (217) 972-9617 for more infor-
mation.

‘ For rent

LEASING FOR FALL 2013 1-5 bed-
room houses. Close to Campus.
Great Locations Still Available.
$275-$375 pp month. Call Tom @
708-772-3711.

12/10

12/10

12/5
RENTING FOR FALL 2013. ONE TO FIVE
BEDROOM HOMES. CLOSE TO CAM-
PUS! FOR INFO, LOCATIONS OR TO
VIEW, PLEASE CALLTOM @
708-772-3711

12/5
Hey it's Christmas time at Te-J rentals!
Call Tonya at 345-5048 for very special
prices now till Christmas break!
te-jrentals.com.

12/6
BOWER RENTALS - 345-4001-1, 3, 4
& 5 bedroom houses and apart-

ments. All close to campus and very
nice. Call Darin today!

12/7
2,3,4,5 Bedroom Units available for Fall
2013 Great Places, Prices, and Loca-
tions all within 3 blocks to campus!
217-345-6100
www jensenrentals.com.

12/7
3 bedroom house for Fall. Washer/Dry-
er, dishwasher, central air. Across from
O'Brien Field. Very nice- No pets!
345-7286.

12/10
Fall 2013 4 bedroom house 2 blocks
from campus. 2 full baths, W/D, dish-
washer. Call or text (217)276-7003.

12/10
2nd semester leases and leases begin-
ning Fall 2013 available for studio, 1, 2
and 3 bedroom Lincolnwood-Pinetree
Apartments 345-6000.

12/10
Available for 2013-2014 school year
one, two and three bedroom apart-
ments and four bedroom houses. Fully
furnished living room and bedrooms.
Mix of ceramic, hardwood and lami-

nate flooring, washer/dryer. Lincoln
Street location near family video. For
additional information and a tour call
217-508-6757.

12/10
Available for spring 2013, three bed-
room duplex: Fully furnished, cathe-
dral ceilings, skylight, mix of hardwood
and ceramic foors, full sized beds, pc
workstation tables, dressers, washer/
dryer. Close to Lantz building. For ap-
pointment and tour call 217-508-6757.

12/10
5-6 BD/2BA SPIRAL STAIRS ALL UTILI-
TIES PAID, 50 IN FLAT SCREEN AND
LEATHER FURNITURE 217.345.6210
WWW.eiprops.com

12/10

‘ For rent

Phone: 217 + 581 « 2812
Fax: 217 « 581 « 2923

Online: dailyeasternnews.com/classifieds

‘ For rent

‘ For rent

LOCATION LOCATION...Oh GIRLS THIS
ONES FOR YOU!!...1060 2ND 6BD 2/
BATH HOUSE CLOSE TO BARS, TV AND
FURNISHED $435 PP 217.345.6210
WWW.eiprops.com

12/10
Fall 2013, very nice 2, 3, 6 bedroom
houses, town houses, and apts. avail-
able. All excellent locations!
217-493-7559 or myeiuhome.com.

12/10
VERY NICE 6 BEDROOM, 2 BATH
HOUSE. ACROSS THE STREET FROM
O'BRIEN STADIUM WITH LARGE PRI-
VATE BACKYARD. myeiuhome.com
217-493-7559.

12/10
AVAILABLE NOW. 2 BR APTS, STOVE,
FRIG, MICROWAVE, TRASH PD. 2001
S 12TH & 1305 18th STR.
217-348-7746.
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM

12/10
Right behind McHugh's. Very nice 2
and 3 bedroom, 2 bath apartments.
Cable and Internet included.
(217)493-7559 myeiuhome.com.

12/10
AVAILABLE NOW - QUIET LOCATION
1306 ARTHUR, 2 BR, 2 BA, STOVE,
FRIG, MICROWAVE, DISHWASHER,
W/D, TRASH PD. 217-348-7746
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM

12/10
Price reduced! Townhouses 2 1/2
baths, washer/dryer, finished
basement,no pets - $600/month. Call
217-345-3754.

12/10
1 bdr apts. water/trash paid, no pets.
$300/month. Call 217-345- 3754

12/10
3,4, 5and 6 bedroom houses. All have
washer and dryer, dishwasher, and
trash included. Rent $275-325. 10
month lease. (217) 273-2292

12/10
Available June 2013. Nice one bed-
room apartment. Good parking. Pet
friendly. Call Todd (217) 840-6427.

12/10
Available January 2013. Nice one bed-
room apartment. Good parking. Pet
friendly. Call Todd (217) 840-6427.

12/10
House with 5 bedroom 2 bath 2 kitch-
en available Fall 2013 - Great location!

Corrie Rental on Facebook

12/10
Sublease 1 bedroom in 5 bedroom - 2
bath house close to campus until Au-
gust 2013 $325/month plus utilities
call 348-6011

12/10
2 BEDROOM APARTMENT $210 EACH -
WATER AND TRASH INCLUDED. FUR-
NISHED OR NON FURNISHED NEXT TO
CITY PARK AT 1111 2ND STREET
217-549-1957

12/10
4 BEDROOM HOUSE & TOWNHOUSE
AVAILABLE WITH LARGE YARD NEXT
TO CITY PARK $250 EACH
217-549-1957

12/10
7 bedroom, 2 bath home close to cam-
pus. No pets. 217-345-5037.

12/10
3 bedroom homes $300/person, close
to campus. Trash & yard service includ-
ed. No pets. 217-345-5037.

12/10
6 bedroom, 2 bath home close to cam-
pus. $250.00/person 217/345-5037.
12/10
5 bedroom, 2 bath homes. No pets.
217/345-5037.

12/10
$175 PER STUDENT FOR A 3 BEDROOM
FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR 2013-14
SCHOOL YEAR, 10 MONTH LEASE, NO
PETS. CALL 345-3664.

12/10

Available January 1st. 1 BR Apts. Water
& Trash included. Off-Street Parking.
$390/MO. BuchananSt.com or call
345-1266.

12/10
Fall 2013 1 & 2 bedroom apartments
available east of campus. NO PETS!
217-345-5832 or RCRRentals.com

12/10

2 bedroom apartment for Spring 2013
semester! All inclusive! Call or text
217-273-2048
12/10

Available Spring semester 2013! 1
bedroom, all inclusive apartment!
Close to campus, pet friendly! Call or
text 217-273-2048

12/10

FALL 2013 VERY NICE 4 BEDROOM
HOUSE ON 12TH STREET CAMPUS
SIDE. AWESOME LOCATION. LARGER
BEDROOMS, A/C, WASHER/DRYER,
DISHWASHER, LAWN SERVICE INCLUD-
ED. (217) 549-9348.

12/10
One and two bedroom apartments.
Furnished or unfurnished. Close to EIU.
All electric, AC. No pets. 345-7286
jwilliamsrentals.com.

12/10

Large 2 Bedroom Apt. Close to Cam-
pus. All inclusive. Fully Furnished. Pet
Friendly. Now Renting for 2013. Hurry
and sign lease now and get half off first
months rent! Call or text 217-273-2048.
12/10
1Bedroom Apt. Best Price in Town! Pet
Friendly. All inclusive. Now renting for
2013. Hurry and sign lease now and

get half off first months rent! Call or
text 217-273-2048.
12/10

Fall 2013-Houses 3,4,5,6 bedrooms.
$300-350 per person. Includes trash,
parking, laundry, AC. No pets.
345-7286 jwilliamsrentals.com.

12/10
AVAILABLE NOW: 1 BR QUIET LOCA-
TION. 605 W GRANT. STOVE, FRIG,
DISHWASHER, W/D, TRASH PD.
217-348-7746
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM

12/10
6 Bedroom 3 Bath 1618 11th St. 5Bed-
room 3 Bath 2160 11th St.
ElUStudentRentals.com 217-232-9595

12/10
NEW 2-BEDROOM APTS ON 9TH
STREET ACROSS FROM BUZZARD
available Aug 2013 Hurry before
they're gone!! ppwrentals.com
217-348-8249

12/10
5 Bedroom House Available Fall
2013 at 1434 9th St. Great Location!
Schedule your showing today!

www.unique-properties.net
345-5022

12/10
Fall 2013 need a group of 4 or 5 per-
sons for 1837 11th St. Walking distance
from Campus, 3 bath, Large kitchen, 2
Living rooms, 2 sets of W and D's, de-
tached garage for storage/parties/
smokers. $300.00 each for 5 persons
$375.00 for 4 persons. No pets. Call or
text 217-728-7426.

12/10
4 BR, 2 BA DUPLEX, STOVE, FRIG, MI-
CROWAVE, DISHWASHER, W/D,
TRASH PD. 1520 9th STR
217-348-7746.
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
12/10
NICE 2 BR APTS 2001 S 12th & 1305
18th STR, STOVE, FRIG, MICRO-
WAVE, TRASH PD. 217-348-7746.
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
12/10
DELUXE 1 BR APTS 117 W POLK &
905 A STR, 1306 & 1308 ARTHUR
AVE STOVE, FRIG, MICROWAVE,
DISHWASHER, W/D. TRASH PD.
217-348-7746
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
12/10
2BRAPTS 955 4th STR, STOVE, FRIG,
MICROWAVE, DISHWASHER, GA-
RAGE. WATER & TRASH PD.
217-348-7746.
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM
12/10
Coon Rentals Renting now duplexes
and houses. Call 348-7872.

12/10
5 bedroom, 2 bath house - 4th Street!
Parking, washer/dryer, water, trash, &
LCD TV included. Available August
2013 - $200 per person call
217-369-1887

12/10
ONE OR TWO BEDROOM APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE NOW/ FALL 2013. GREAT
LOCATION. CLOSE TO CAMPUS. REA-
SONABLE. 217-549-5624.

12/10

Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor, over
20 years experience. 345-4489.
www.woodrentals.com

12/10
NEW STUDIO AND 1 BEDROOM
APTS.-Available August 2013. W/D,
dishwasher, central heat A/C.
www.ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249

12/10
Available August 2013-ONE BLOCK
NORTH OF OLD MAIN ON 6th
STREET. 1 and 3 bedroom apt.
www.ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249

12/10
Now leasing for August 2013- 3 AND
6 BEDROOM HOUSES ONE BLOCK
NORTH OF OLD MAIN ON 6th
STREET. www.ppwrentals.com
217-348-8249.

12/10
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‘ For rent

www.ppwrentals.com 217-348-8249

12/10
2nd semester leases and leases begin-
ning Fall 2013 available for studio, 1, 2
and 3 bedroom Lincolnwood-Pinetree
Apartments 345-6000.

12/10

LEASING NOW FOR FALL 2013! GREAT
LOCATIONS, BEAUTIFULLY REMOD-
ELED APARTMENTS. 1,2,3,4 & 5 BED-
ROOMS AVAILABLE. DON'T MISS OUT!
RESERVE YOUR APARTMENT TODAY!
WWW.UNIQUE-PROPERTIES.NET.
345-5022

12/10
LARGE 3 BEDROOM FURNISHED
APARTMENT FOR 2013-14 SCHOOL
YEAR JUST $175 PER STUDENT. CALL
345-3664.

12/10
3,2 BEDROOM HOUSES. 2 BEDROOM 2
BATH APARTMENTS. 1026 EDGAR
DRIVE. 549-4074 OR 531-7878.

177
4 & 6 bedroom houses for rent! 2
blocks of campus on 7th street. EF-
ciency available, some utilities paid!
217-728-8709

1/9
3 BR Townhouse nearly new construc-
tion. Call 630-505-8374. Must see 9th &
Buchanan.

1/10
CLOSE!! Across from Buzzard. Apts for
1 or 2. QUIET lifestyle. No pets. Avail-
able now or 2nd semester

www.woodrentals.com. Wood Rentals,
Jim Wood, 345-4489.
1/11

‘ For rent

Available January 2013 one bed-
room apt. Great location.
www.ppwrentals.com
217/348-8249.

1/18
Now renting for Fall 2013. 6 bedroom
house, 4 bedroom house and 1 bed-
room apartment. Walking distance to
campus. Call 345-2467.

1/23

LEASING NOW FOR FALL 2013! GREAT
LOCATIONS, BEAUTIFULLY REMOD-
ELED APARTMENTS. 1,2, 3,4, & 5 BED-
ROOMS AVAILABLE. DON'T MISS OUT!
RESERVE YOUR APARTMENT TODAY!
WWW.UNIQUE-PROPERTIES.NET
345-5022

1/31
(AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY) - 3 bed-
room apartment 1205 Grant. (FALL
2013) - 2,3 bedrooms 1812 9th and
two 3 bedroom apts. 1205/1207 Grant.
sammyrentals.com
217-348-0673/217-549-4011.

1/31
BRITTANY RIDGE TOWNHOUSES For
3-5 persons, unbeatable foor plan, 3 &
4 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, deck, central
air, washer, dryer, dishwasher. Free
trash and parking, low utility bills, local
responsive landlord. Starting @ $210/
person. Available Fall 2012, Lease
length negotiable. 217-246-3038.

2/1
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Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS 1
1 Unapproachable

7 Heavy shoe 13
13 Like Steven

Wright’s delivery

15 Fragrant hybrid
bloom

16 Unusually large

17 They enjoy being
cruel 24

18 GPS display

25

19 Scottish refusal 32
20 Melodic

30 |31

passages 36

21 Cabbage head? -
23 E. __ bacteria
24 Hug v

27 Buckeyes’ sch.
29 Blunt blade

32 Main idea

33 Defensive story 52
35 “l hate when you

T

53

do that!” 59
36 Balkan Peninsula

61

capital 62
37 Profit share

38 Heavenly hunter [

40 Prov. on Lake

Superior

41 Tottenham tot
toters

43 Squares

44 Grape soda
brand

46 Ain German
class

47 Light spectrum
extreme

48 L.A. Sparks’ org.

50 Contractor’s
details

52 Ones with a
common
heritage

55 Eyeball

56 “Grimm” network

59 Put away, as a
hunting knife

60 More apt to pout

62 Many a
Nickelodeon
watcher

63 Exalt

64 Astonishingly
enough

65 Carol opener

DOWN
1 Air Wick target
2 It can go on for
years
3 Dieter’s count
4 Picks from a
lineup

By Robin Stears

5 *Break Like the
Wind” band
6 Thin ice, say
7 Berenstain
youngster, e.g.
8 Active beginning?
9 Maryland state
bird, for one
10 *TV drama
narrated by a
teen blogger
11 Apropos of
12 Storied loch
14 Can't be without
15 Bag-checking
agey.
21 Hagar’s daughter
22 The answers to
starred clues
start with kinds of
them, and are

Tuesday’s Puzzle Solved

12/5/12

m(z{w|>
T(m|{—|—+
w|a|-|m

O|3(M(O|Z2|>|0|H

Z|DT|>|m

oO|l—|Z|C|D
X|0O|O|m|m

(c)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc.

12/5/12

arranged inthem 34 *Chemical 51 Fleshy fruit
24 Canon rival connectionthat 52 “Mike and Mike in
25 Worst possible involves a the Morning”
turnout transfer of broadcaster
26 *Double-date electrons 53 Via, briefly
extra 39 Classic autos 54 China’s Sun Yat-
28 Triestopleasea 42 Is guilty of a _
master, perhaps dinner table no- 56 Calligrapher’s
30 Diminish by no points
degrees 45 Congenital 57 Seat restraint
31 Arp contemporary 47 Shakespearean 58 Hudson Bay
33 Trendy healthful setting native
berry 49 Falls for a joke 61 Forest female
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STAT ATTACK

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Eastern’s men’s bas-
ketball team is shoot-
ing 35 percent from
three-point land. The
Panthers’ premiere
sharp shooter to this
point in the season
has been sophomore
forward Josh Piper as
he has connected on
44 percent of his three
point attempts.

e —

WOMEN'’S BASKETBALL
Eastern’s women’s basketball team is av-
eraging an Ohio Valley Conference-best
15.2 assists per game this season. The

Panthers have been led by senior guard
Ta’Kenya Nixon’s 5.5 assists per game

average. Nixon ranks second in the OVC

VIEWS

P

Anthony Catezone

Calling all
Panther
fans

By Anthony Catezone
Assistant Sports Editor

The Eastern men’s basketball team has won just one
of its four games in Lantz Arena this season.

Now before reading on, realize that this is not to
point out the flaws of the Eastern basketball team. It is
rather to point out the flaws of those reading, and es-
pecially those who aren.

Who is that? The Eastern student body.

In the four games the Panthers have played in Lantz
Arena, a total of 2,280 fans have filled the stands. That
is across all four games. On average, a dismal 570 fans
scatter into Lantz Arena each game. All 11 remaining
schools in the Ohio Valley Conference average at least
double that, with almost half tripling it.

In his introductory press conference, head coach
Jay Spoonhour said he hopes students anticipate
games in Lantz Arena.

“I can’t wait for the time when (Panther fans) say ‘I
cannot wait for that game, or, ‘we have to get there early,
because they're going to close it down,” Spoonhour said.

I realize, and Spoonhour does, too, as he has said
many times, that with an energetic fan base, there
must be an equally entertaining product on the court.

Eastern’s last home game, a 74-72 loss to Central
Arkansas that came off a buzzer-beater as time ex-
pired, drew in a season-high 811 people. Still, writing
that feels weird, putting season-high and 811 in the
same sentence when talking about attendance.

‘That was the most exciting NCAA basketball game I
have ever witnessed in person. Take it as you will, wheth-
. er I don't go to many collegiate basketball games or I am
just easily entertained, but I stick to my statement.

Who's to say what a little more fan support would
do? It can't hurt to try.

So go to the game against Western Illinois at 7 p.m.
Wednesday in Lantz Arena.

WOMEN’S
BASKETBALL
Eastern’s women'’s
basketball team
is averaging 65.7
points per game
under first-year
head coach Lee
Buchanan. The
Panthers’ 65.7
scoring average
ranks fourth in
the OVC as they
have been led by
senior forward
Mariah King’s 14.5
points per game.
King ranks fifth in
the OVC in points
per game.

s

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Eastern’s men’s basketball team
is allowing just 61.3 points per
game this season. The Panthers’

1 opponents’ 61.3 scoring average
ranks second best among Ohio
Valley Conference teams, trail-
ing only Jacksonville State for the
stingiest defense in the confer-
ence.

Anthony Catezone can be reached
at 581-2812 or ajcatezone@eiu.edu.

An extended version of this
story is available at

»

REPORTING BY JORDAN POTTORFF, PHOTOS BY ZACHARY WHITE, DESIGN BY ASHLEY HOLSTROM | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

é

dailyeasternnews.com
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. M| NOW LEASING

IDIEREY
1, 2, 3 and 4 Bedrooms

ONE MONTH FREE RENY + 5150 DEPOSIT

Call today for details. Expires 12/15/12

Queen size beds

Club House Basketball and Volleyball Court

Washer and Dryer in each home.

Fitness Center Free Shuttle

Computer Lab with FREE Printing

Two tanning beds FREE Cable and Internet

217.345.1200 2316 Woodfall Dr. www.UniversityVillagelousing.comv




@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: #EIU WR Erik Lora was named a First Team All-American for his record setting season.
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WOMEN’'S BASKETBALL
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Junior forward Taryn Olson makes a rebound and begins to send it back to her team during Eastern’s 70-57 vic-
tory over Evansville Tuesday in Lantz Arena.

Panthers sink Aces
with hot shooting

By Alex McNamee
Staff Reporter

The Evansville Purple Aces had
some tired eyes late in Tuesday
night’s game as the Eastern wom-
en’s basketball team asserted itself
when shots started to fall.

The Panthers finished on a 15-6
run in the last 8:15 of the game,
holding the Aces at the 51-point
mark for almost six minutes. The
Panthers cruised to a 70-57 win at
Lantz Arena.

Four Evansville players compet-
ed in at least 30 minutes of the
game, including Khristian Hart
who played in 38 minutes, while
only Eastern senior guard Ta’Kenya
Nixon played 30 or more for the
Panthers.

“That helped us at the end,”
Nixon said. “They probably got a
little tired.”

Eastern head coach Lee Buchan-
an said Evansville’s tired legs may
have contributed to its shooting
woes in the second half.

The Aces were 7-0f-26 from the
field in the second half after mak-
ing 50 percent of their shots in the
first half.

Meanwhile, the Panthers’ shots
started to fall — sinking 6-of-14 three
pointers and 46.7 percent of shots in
the second half.

“When players start to see shots
go in, it’s a relief like everything is
going to be OK,” Buchanan said.

The Panthers made four consec-
utive three pointers between the
10:32-mark and 5:44-mark of the
second half — from three different
players.

Eastern red-shirt sophomore for-
ward Katlyn Payne sank two three
pointers on the Panthers way to
a commanding lead. Also, junior
guard Jordyne Crunk and soph-
omore forward Sabina Oroszova
sank threes.

“When we’re on the same page,
shots just start dropping for every-
body,” senior forward Sydney Mitch-
ell said.

Payne and Crunk led the way for
the Panthers beyond the arc, each
sinking two three pointers.

Both players came off the bench
as a part of the Panthers’ 31 bench
points in the game. The Panthers
outscored the Aces off the bench,
31-8.

“I think we’re starting to
come together — 31
points off the bench is
huge. We got a little con-
tribution from everybody
and that’s what a good
team is supposed to do.”

Lee Buchanan, head women'’s
basketball coach

“I think we’re starting to come
together — 31 points off the bench
is huge,” Buchanan said. “We got a
little contribution from everybody
and that’s what a good team is sup-
posed to do.”

Mitchell and freshman guard
Danielle Woolfolk were a big part
of the bench’s effort in the game.

Mitchell, who has been nursing
hamstring issues all season, scored
10 points in the game and grabbed
four rebounds.

“I just think I was under the ra-
dar because of my performance be-
fore this game and (Evansville) didn’t
expect me to do anything,” Mitchell
said.

In six previous games, Mitch-
ell only scored points in three of
them. Her previous season-high
was nine points against Dayton on
Nov. 25.

“She kind of looked like Sydney
again,” Buchanan said.

Woolfolk set her career-high
points and rebounds with seven
points and six rebounds in nine
minutes of play.

“She can do it every game if she
wants to,” Nixon said. “She doesn’t
play litdle.”

Woolfolk is only 5-foot-3, but
was third on the team Tuesday
night with six rebounds.

Four players finished in double

figures for the Panthers’ — Nixon,
Crunk, Mitchell and senior forward
Mariah King.

The Panthers next game is at 7
p.m. Friday against Sacramento State
in Lantz Arena.

Alex McNamee can
be reached at 581-2812
or admcnamee@eiu.edu.

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Eastern hosts Western for in-state matchup

By Anthony Catezone
Assistant Sports Editor

The Eastern men’s basketball team
returns home after two heartbreaking
losses to Central Arkansas and Stony
Brook University.

Stony Brook used a late 16-3 run
in the second half to close out Eastern
and drop its record to 3-6.

The last time the Panthers were
home, the Bears of Central Arkansas
sank them with a last-second buzzer-
beater.

Now, the Panthers must stay
focused on their next opponent
against in-state rival Western Illi-
nois (5-3). The two will battle at
7 p.m. Wednesday in Lantz Arena.

“We can’t go into the next game

thinking about the last game,” se-
nior guard Austin Akers said. “We
just need to go out, follow Coach
Spoonhour’s game plan and limit
our breakdowns.”

The Panthers are 1-3 in their home
arena, while the Leathernecks are 2-3
on the road.

This will be the 154th meeting
between the two. Eastern narrow-
ly holds the all-time lead 77-76, but
possess a dominant 47-22 series lead
in Charleston.

The last Western victory on East-
ern’s home floor was in 1996.

The Leathernecks bested the Pan-
thers last season, on their way to a 64-
48 victory.

Both Eastern and Western aver-
age less than 60 points per game, with

58.2 and 58.8, respectively.

However, fans can expect a de-
fensive struggle, as Eastern surren-
ders 61.3 points per game, second
best in the OVC, Western gives up
just 53.5 points per game, tops in
the Summit League.

Akers has paved the way for the
Panther offense this season as he
averages 4.2 assists per game, sixth
best in the Ohio Valley Confer-
ence, while his 2.9 assist-to-turn-
over ratio ranks second in the con-
ference.

“We are going to control the
tempo and play our brand of bas-
ketball,” Akers said. “We want to
limit their open shots and play sol-
id on both ends of the court.”

Sophomore forward Josh Piper is

the only player to average in double
figures with 12.1 points per game. He
is shooting a team-high 48.6 percent
from the floor, while also adding 5.2
rebounds per game.

Fellow forward Sherman Blan-
ford leads the Panthers in rebounds
with 5.4 per game, while contrib-
uting 9.8 points a game.

Western is opposite Eastern in
terms of streaks, as it has won two
straight, behind a 68-63 win over
Kansas City, and a 73-71 win over
South Dakota.

Western can bring a suffocating
defense, as it only allows 39.4 per-
cent of opponent’s shots.

However, the Leatherneck of-
fense has had its struggles.

On Nov. 24, Western’s latest

loss, the Leathernecks fell to Sa-
vannah State 39-38.

Ceola Clark is the frontrunner for
Western’s offense. He leads the Leath-
ernecks with 14.5 points per game.
He also averages 3.2 rebounds per
game and 3.5 assists per game.

Terell Parks is the leader on the
glass, averaging nine rebounds a
game.

Parks is the only other Leatherneck
to average double-digit points, with
13.4 per game.

Tip off for Eastern and Western is
scheduled for 7 p.m. in Lantz Arena.

Anthony Catezone can be
reached at 581-2812
or ajcatezone@eiu.edu.
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