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dix-beer habit
evokes license

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — A man who told his doc-
@5 that he drinks more than a six-pack of beer per
, y is now fighting to get his driver’s license-back

ause the physicians appdrently reported him to the
! te

Keith Emench 44, said Tuesday that he disclosed
@ drinking habit in February to doctors who were

eating him at a hospital for an irregular heartbeat.

‘I told them it was over a six-pack a day. It wasn’t

jod for me — I’'m not going to lie,” Emerich said in a

ephone interview from his home in Lebanon, about
Pmiles east of Harrisburg.

JEmerich received a notice from the Pennsylvania
gepartment of Transportation in April that his license
s being revoked effective May 6 for medical rea-
s related to substance abuse. He has petitioned a
fige to restore the license, and a hearing has been set
o July 29.
J A state law dating to the 1960s requires doctors to
pport any physical or mental impairments that could
gmpromise a patient’s ability to drive safely,
einDOT spokeswoman Joan Nissley said. Nissley
id she could not discuss the details of Emerich’s case
pcause of confidentiality requirements that also pro-
gct the doctor from being identified.

[een sues to revoke
flad’s parental rights

A SANDOWN, N.H. (AP) — Patrick Holland was 8 the
jght his father smashed a window in his Quincy,
fass., home with a golf bag, shot his mother eight

Imes, then beat her in the face with the rifle.

Patrick has little memory of that night in 1998. But
¥ remembers finding his mother’s body the next
gorning, running through shattered glass to call 911,
anding the phone ripped out, and rushing outside in
@is underwear to tell a neighbor he couldn’t wake her
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!? Now, after years of therapy for trauma, depression
Ihd anger, Patrick is suing to “divorce” his imprisoned
&ther in a case legal experts say is highly unusual and
§aybe unprecedented.
J Patrick, 14, wants to make sure Daniel Holland can
p longer get information about him or play a role in
is life.
“He took away a home, a mother, a father, all my
Fiends. Everything I had was gone because of him,”
he teenager said in a recent interview. “I don’t think
ever be able to forgive him.”
§ The case is extraordinary because Patrick himself
f not his legal guardians, Ron and Rita Lazisky of
landown — is trying to terminate Holland’s parental
ights. Nor is he seeking adoption by the Laziskys,
ho were close friends of his mother’s.

op says he found hair
n Peterson’s belongings

REDWOOD CITY, Calif. (AP) — Prosecutors on
llesday presented their first piece of physical evidence

Scott Peterson’s murder trial — a single strand of
fark hair found on a pair of pliers and believed to be
fom his pregnant wife.

Detective Henry Hendee testlfled that he noticed the
jair while collecting items from the warehouse where
peterson stored a 14-foot boat.

During Peterson’s preliminary hearing, experts testi-
ied that DNA analysis indicated the hair likely came
rom Laci Peterson, but the defense has not conceded

at point.

Prosecutors say Peterson killed his wife in their
blodesto home around Pec. 24, 2002, trucked the body to
fan Francisco Bay in a large tool box and dropped it
verboard from the boat.

liger eludes capture after
escaping from man’s home

LOXAHATCHEE, Fla. (AP) — A 600-pound tiger
tluded capture for a second day Tuesday after escap-
ing from the compound of its owner, a former actor
who once played Tarzan.

Sheriff’s deputies and state game officials set up a
perimeter around a S-acre area of dense slash pines
ind palm trees, and started beating the bush again at
laybreak, said Willie Puz, spokesman for the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

Wildlife trackers, joined by the cat’s owner, Steve
Sipek, felt confident they were closing in on the cat,
named Bobo, after finding fresh paw prints. They
planned to shoot the 6-year-old tiger with tranquilizers
but carried shotguns just in case.

Sipek was “very distraught over the whole situation.
He feels confident that if he spots the tiger he may be
ible to talk him into coming to him in a peaceful way,”
sald Jorge Pino, a spokesman for the Florida FlSh and
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Budget snags

SPRINGFIELD (AP) — For the hand-
ful of Illinois lawmakers facing hotly con-
tested elections this fall, every day spent
in special session with no movement on a
state budget is lost time they could spent
campaigning.

Democrats control both chambers
with wide enough margins that they're
not likely to lose power come January
even if the party loses a few seats.

But for individual lawmakers, face-to-
face contact with voters can make or
break their political careers. With the
incumbents stuck in Springfield, chal-
lengers and Republican organizers
statewide can capitalize on that absence.

“It’s frustrating being here,” said Sen.
Gary Forby, D-Benton. “I do need to be
home in my district.”

Springfield well before mid-July, but this
is far from a normal election year.

Gov. Rod Blagojevich and the four leg-
islative leaders have been unable to
agree to a spending plan for the new
budget year since the end of May.
Negotiations during June made little
progress, so Blagojevich called all the
legislators back to the Capitol for a spe-
cial session to turn up the heat. But with
no budget deal, the rank-and-file -have
had little to actually vote on.

Lawmakers met again in special ses-
sion Tuesday only briefly before adjourn-
ing, while Blagojevich and the leaders
huddled behind closed doors.

The leaders emerged after several
hours saying they had made progress but
key questions remained on how to divvy
how extra money for schools and on how

to deal with $100 million they still dis-
agree on in a $54 billion state budget.
Senate President Frank Watson, R-
Greenville, said he expected an agree-
ment “pretty quickly” but House Speaker
Michael Madigan, D-Chicago, said it
would be. “later rather than sooner.”

The special sessions, while a problem
for some lawmakers’ work, vacation and
campaign schedules, apparently haven’t
slowed Blagojevich.

The governor, who isn’t up for re-elec-
tion until 2006, raked in about $5 million
from a June 17 event at the Field
Museum in Chicago attended by 1,400
people, according to his campaign
finance director Kelly Glynn. His next_
fund-raiser is scheduled for the
Democratic National Convention at the
end of the month.

Legislators are usually done in

Utilities admonished
for poor preparation

CHICAGO (AP) — Illinois utilities are not doing enough to
improve tree trimming, train their work force or screen
employees to reduce the chance of terrorist attacks on the
power grid, a state task force says in a report to be released
Wednesday.

“We have to have a much more urgent approach to our
energy infrastructure,” Lt. Gov. Pat Quinn, chairman of the
11-member task force, told The Associated Press Tuesday.

Similar task forces were created in states across the
nation after a blackout last August left millions without
power in parts of the Midwest and Northeast.

U of I dean appointed
to interim provost

CHAMPAIGN (AP) — The dean of the University of Illinois’
largest college has been appointed acting provost and vice chan-
cellor for academic affairs at the Urbana-Champaign campus.

The university’s Board of Trustees will be asked Thursday to
approve the appointment of Jesse G. Delia, dean of the univer-
sity’s College of Liberal Arts and Sciences since 1994. He was
appointed by Interim Chancellor Richard Herman to the post
Herman vacated when he moved to the chancellor’s office ear-
lier this month, succeeding Nancy Cantor.

‘Man faces charges in

death of high schooler

ELMHURST (AP) — Prosecutors have charged a 38-year-old
Elmhurst man with first-degree murder in the death of a high
school student, who they say was shot after the teen refused to
play a card game that involved a form of Russian roulette.

Anson Paape, a sporadically employed tree-trimmer, was
arrested Sunday after a two-day manhunt for the killing of 18-
year-old Michael Murray. Prosecutors also charged Paape late
Monday with obstruction of justice.

Prosecutors say Murray was among a group of young people
who gathered at Paape’s Elmhurst home Friday evening. They
say Paape loaded a revolver with a single bullet, spun the cylinder
and fired at Murray’s forehead after the teen refused to play a
card game that required the winner to pull the trigger of a gun
loaded with one bullet at another player.

DuPage County State’s Attorney Joseph Birkett said at a news
conference Tuesday that the shooting was not an accident but pre-
meditated murder.

“(Paape) planned to engage in behavior that was likely to cause
death or great bodily harm to another human being,” Birkett said.
“That, ladies and gentlemen, is murder, pure and simple.”

Prosecutors also charged 41-year-old William Larsen with
obstruction of justice and aiding.a.fugitive, both felony charges,
for allegedly letting Paape stay at his home while police searched'
for him.

DuPage County Judge George Sotos on Tuesday ordered Paape
held without bond and continued his bond hearing until July 22,
said Laura Pollastrini, a spokeswoman for Birkett. Larsen’s bond
was set at $100,000.

Chicago bank settles federal discrimination lawsuit

CHICAGO (AP) — A Chicago-area
bank that federal prosecutors say illegal-
ly avoided doing business in minority
neighborhoods has agreed to open
branches and invest nearly $6 million in
predominantly black and Hispanic com-
munities to settle a federal discrimina-
tion lawsuit, authorities announced
Tuesday.

The suit alleged that First American
Bank engaged in a practice called redlin-
ing, where loans and other services were
denied in black and Hispanic neighbor-
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" hoods in and around Chicago and in the

Kankakee area.

“No one should be denied access to a
loan to buy a home or a car or to start a
business because of where they live,” said
Steven Rosenbaum, a top official in the
Justice Department’s civil rights division
who appeared with U.S. Attorney Patrick
Fitzgerald at a Tuesday new conference.
“But that’s what’s happened here.”

As part of the settlement, First
American Bank must in five years invest
$S million in a special financing program

BY WILEY MILLER
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to offer residents and small businesses in
predominantly minority areas subsidized
interest rates. The rates would be at least
a half percentage point below what the
bank would normally charge — a move
Fitzgerald said would result in an “addi
tional approximately $80 million in loans
in those areas.”

The settlement also calls for the bank
to spend at least $400,000 to advertise its
services in predominantly minority areas
and another $300,000 on a consumer edu-
cation program in those areas.
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