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UP & RUNNING
Textbook rental services experienced technical dif-
�culties during Sunday’s hours. However, the 
problem has been solved & students can now get 
their books. 
Page 3

Sta� Report

While the Greek Court sprinkler 
system piping has been repaired and 
running, the South Quad sprinkler 
system is still down and under repair. 

Mark Hudson, the director of 
Housing and Dining Services, said 
the sprinkler system should be up and 
running “within the next few days.” 

Even though most of the repairs 
have been completed, re-energizing 
the system takes time. 

Exposed pipes burst on Tuesday 
because of the below freezing temper-
atures, which swept through Charles-
ton, flooding portions of Thomas 
Hall, Stevenson Hall, Douglas Hall 
and Greek Court. 

�e cost to repair the pipes has to-

taled $15,000. 
�e �ooding damage costs, which 

include the price of repairs, are still 
being assessed. Hudson added a lot of 
the cost might be covered under in-

surance.  
“Other totals are being looked at,” 

Hudson said. 
Hudson said while the sprinkler 

system is down in South Quad, there 
are still plenty of safety measures in 
case of �res. 

“�ere are still a lot of safeguards 
built in,” Hudson said. “�ere are �re 
systems throughout the building.” 

Hudson added the �re alarms and 
smoke detectors are still on and func-
tioning. �ere are also �re extinguish-
ers available throughout the buildings 
in case there is a �re. 

Most of the repairs were complet-
ed on Friday and Saturday, but Hud-
son said they hope to get it complete-
ly �nished soon. 

EASTERN STOPPED 
�e Panther’s comeback attempt 
against Tennessee Tech falls short. 
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Housing pipe repairs ongoing, expected to finish soon 

By Bob Galuski
Managing Editor | @BobGaluski

As a new semester dawned, a 
physics professor captured this time 
to send out a reminder to students 
Monday about an issue they may 
not think about – the dangers of 
lasers in the classrooms and safety 
precautions. 

Douglas Brandt, who is also the 
university’s laser safety officer, sent 
out an email regarding laser point-
er use in classrooms across campus. 
In his email he said there have been 
reports of devices that look like la-
ser pointers being sold that omit a 
higher power outage than allowed. 

“Laser pointers should be labeled 
as Class 2 or Class 3R laser devices 
with a label similar to either one of 
the two shown below,” he said in an 
email addressed to all Eastern stu-
dents.  “Any device labeled as Class 
3B or Class 4 has the potential to 

cause damage to the eye with even 
a brief exposure to the laser output.  
State of Illinois regulations require 
that all Class 3B and Class 4 lasers 
must be registered with the State of 
Illinois.”

Brandt said the most common in-
jury from lasers comes in the form 
of burning to the retina. It can lead 
to scarring and a blind spot in the 
visual field, he said. 

Brandt also said if this happens 
once, the brain accommodates for 
the blind spot and most people do 
not notice. 

However, the more serious inju-

ries can come from the laser being 
continually introduced to the eye. 

In the email, Brandt said the eas-
iest way to avoid an injury is sim-
ply by not directing a laser at some-
one else’s eye. 

He also added not to use any de-
vice labeled as Class 3B or Class 4 
or if the laser is missing its label. 

Brandt said places outside the 
United States sell lookalike devic-
es that emit a higher power outage, 
and, because they look like laser 
pointers, people treat them as such. 

Professor urges students  
to practice laser safety

Staff Report

The former chair of Eastern’s stu-
dent teaching program was placed 
in a one-year program to clear his 
record after being charged with two 
separate counts of felony theft. 

James Kestner, the former chair 
of  the Department of  Student 
Teaching and Clinical Experience 
and professor in the Department of 
Secondary Education and Founda-
tions, appeared in court Friday. He 
had been charged in Douglas Coun-
ty with one count of felony theft of 
more than $10,000 but less than 
$100,000 and one count of felony 
theft of more than $500.

The program he was placed in is 
called the Offender Initiative Pro-
gram, which, according to the Il-
l inois General Assembly’s web-
site, “promotes public safety, con-
serves valuable resources and reduc-
es recidivism by defendants who can 
lead productive lives.”

After completing the program, 
Kestner’s record will be cleared.  If 
he fails to complete the program, 
the case will go back to trial. 

Kestner did not enter into a 
guilty plea Friday, nor was he found 
guilty of the charges of felony theft. 

Kestner was served an arrest war-
rant on Sept. 25.

A temporary order of prohibi-
tion signed by Secretary of State Jes-
se White on March 22 ordered Kes-
tner to stop selling securities to peo-
ple to fund a documentary film ti-
tled “These Kids Today” because 
Kestner is not registered to sell se-
curities with the secretary of state’s 
office.

Illinois law requires that people 
engaged in offering and selling se-
curities be registered with the Illi-
nois Securities Department, which 
falls under the secretary of state’s of-
fice. The secretary of state’s office is 
in charge of regulating securities in 
Illinois.

The temporary order also stated 
Kestner allegedly provided potential 
investors with a “film prospectus,” 
which described the film’s plot, sto-
ryline, budget and purpose. 

The order also stated that inves-
tors would receive their investment 
back, as well as 20 percent interest 
in six months.

Sta� Report

�e Charleston Police Department 
arrested a suspect on charges of crimi-
nal sexual assault Friday. 

Michael R. Howlett, 46, of Charles-
ton, is accused of allegedly committing 
sexual acts with a female under the age 
of 18, according to a press release is-
sued by the CPD. 

Howlett is currently in the Coles 
County Safety and Detention Center 
pending posting of his bond. 

Local man arrested 
on criminal sexual 
assault charges

Former department 
chair put in program 
to absolve record

Michael R. Howlett

$15,000
REPAIRS TOTALED:

"Any device labeled as Class 3B or Class 4 has the poten-
tial to cause damage to the eye with even a brief expo-
sure to the laser output."

Douglas Brandt, university laser safety officer

LASER, page 5 

PHOTO ILLUSTR ATION BY K ATIE SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Douglas Brandt, a physics professor, sent out an email to students Monday regarding safety precautions while 
handling laser pointers. He said they should be Class 2 or Class 3B.

James Kestner
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High: 41°
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Low: 19°
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Local weather

For more weather visit castle.eiu.edu/weather.
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As part of a campaign to spread 
awareness and education on changing 
attitudes on violence against women, 
members of the Women’s Resource Cen-
ter will be having open auditions for the 
upcoming performance, “The Vagina 
Monologues.”

�e auditions will be from 7 p.m. un-
til 8:30 p.m. Tuesday in the Women’s 
Resource Center. 

“�e Vagina Monologues” performers 
will be reading excerpts from Eve Ensler’s 
production, �rst performed in 1996. 

Ensler’s play features various mono-
logues performed by various people. 
Each of the monologues centers on dif-

ferent issues facing women. 
In conjunction with V-Day, a world-

wide benefit to address, educate and 
bring awareness to change attitudes on 
violence against women, the production 
itself will be performed at 7 p.m. Feb. 
6—8 in the Tarble Arts Center Atrium. 
A silent auction will occur at 6:30 p.m. 
the nights of the performance. 

All bene�ts will go to the Sexual As-
sault Counseling and Information Ser-
vice, as well as HOPE of Eastern Cen-
tral Illinois. HOPE is a private non-prof-
it agency that serves survivors of domes-
tic violence through housing, outreach, 
prevention and education. 

By Michael Spencer
City Editor | @tmskeeper

�e City Council approved a reso-
lution regarding a $6,000 settlement 
between the city and B.F. McCler-
ren and Dorothy McClerren at their 
meeting on Jan. 7.

�e McClerren’s initially sued the 
city in 2010 because of an alleged fail-
ure to respond to requests to have a 
sidewalk removed from their proper-
ty on Nursery Road in the Woodland 
Hills subdivision. 

“There was a dispute over a side-
walk that was installed by the origi-
nal developer almost 20 years ago,” 
Charleston City Manager Scott Smith 
said.  

The city had accepted the public 

rights away when the development 
was completed and later McClerren 
discovered that some of the sidewalk 
overlapped with the land he owned.

The council had previously ap-
proved the attorney’s request to enter 
into settlement negotiations and the 
Jan. 7 resolution authorized the sign-
ing of the agreement.

All such court settlements must 
come to the council for approval.

“It was a settlement agreement 
reached between Mr. McClerren and 
the city of Charleston, previously,” 
Smith said.  “Also, settlement agree-
ments must come to (the city) coun-
cil.  �e council had previously autho-
rized the attorney to settle with Mr. 
McClerren and his attorney.”

�e settlement is meant to cover all 

court fees and compensation for the 
case.  �e matter was settled in court.

“The original developer installed 
the sidewalk,” Smith said.  “When 
they turned over the public streets 
and sidewalks it was later determined 
by Mr. McClerren that a sliver of that 
sidewalk that’s adjacent to his prop-
erty was installed incorrectly on his 
property.”

The McClerrens were required to 
forfeit the deed for a portion of prop-
erty that the city required to service 
the sidewalk in question.

“(McClerren) deeded over a por-
tion of the property that the sidewalk 
currently sits on and little beyond that 
so the city could properly maintain 
the sidewalk and make future repairs 
as necessary without trespassing on 

Mr. McClerren,” Smith said.
�e council also addressed an over-

age in the Motor Fuel Tax funds for 
2012.  The council was required to 
pass the resolution in order to ac-
knowledge the additional expenses.  
However, the money had already been 
allotted.

Additionally, a $2,000 tourism 
fund was approved for Eastern’s par-
ticipation in the NCAA playo�s.  

A proclamation was also enact-
ed that acknowledges Jan. 15 as the 
110th anniversary of the Charleston 
Carnegie Public Library

�e council will meet again on Jan. 
21.

Michael Spencer can be reached at 
581-2812 or at tmspencer2@eiu.edu.

City Council approves $6,000 settlement

Auditions open for ‘Vagina Monologues’

FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Kelly Knox, a former Eastern English major, performs the monologue "The Woman Who Loved To Make Vaginas Happy" as a part of "The Vagina Mono-
logues" Saturday Feb. 11, 2012 in the atrium of the Tarble Arts Center.  The monolgues were a part of V-Day, a global activist movement to stop violence 
against women and girls.
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Graduating?

It’s time to sign up for

SENIOR PORTRAITS!

It may seem hard to believe, but this 
milestone is rapidly approaching:                                           
Commencement!

Make sure that your years of study 
and hard work are remembered in 
the 2014 EIU Warbler.

Senior portraits are FREE and may be 
booked at:

WWW.LAURENSTUDIOS.COM
by entering your client ID

Book your appointment now!           
Sessions will be held       

2421 Buzzard Hall, Journalism 
Conference Room

Jan. 21-24, 9am-5pm

By Michael Spencer
City Editor | @tmskeeper

�e textbook rental service solved its 
computer system issues after an hour and 
a half Sunday as lines grew to capacity 
and wait times stretched to several times 
longer than usual.  

Meanwhile, staff members were 
forced to manually enter the four-digit 
serial number on the cover of each stu-
dent’s books. 

Susan Allen, an administrative assis-
tant with textbook services, said they 
were not aware of the problem until just 
minutes before the building was sched-
uled to open at 1 p.m.

“One of my fellow co-workers went 
out to try the book-drop and it wasn’t 
working,” Allen said.  “So he shut the 
conveyer down and brought it back up, 
but it still wouldn’t work.  I came out and 
tried the scanning and it wouldn’t work.”

Additionally, the service was already 
understa�ed for the day, Allen said.

The problem originated at the data 
center based out of the student servic-
es building.  A disc in one of the servers 
that is directly connected to the textbook 
rental process was inoperative.

“�e issue was back at the main data 
center here at student services,” said Bri-
an Murphy, the director of Information 
Technology Services for Eastern.  “It ba-
sically had to do with the disc used for 
one the servers involved in the textbook 
rental process.”

Kyle Robinson, a sophomore civics 
major, said he arrived a half hour before 
the building opened for the day and it 
took him nearly 40 minutes to collect his 
books and check out his textbooks for 
the semester.

“Usually, it’s about less than 10 min-
utes,” Robinson said.  “The line was 
backed up all the way to the back wall 
which was pretty crazy.”

The day before the spring semester 
is typically a busy one, Allen said.  Last 
year, 1,500 students came through text-
book rental on the Sunday before class-
es began.  Normal services have since 
resumed and textbook rental was not 
forced to stop serving students.

The Louis Grado Building will be 
open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. through Fri-
day as scheduled.

Michael Spencer can be reached at 581-
2812 or at tmspencer2@eiu.edu.

Textbook rental computer issues solved

K ATIE SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Junior elementary education major Ryne Kitzman searches through shelves of books Sunday to find one of six 
textbooks required for his courses this semester. Textbook rental will be open for textbook distribution Monday 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

By Jack Cruikshank
Administration Editor | @DEN_News

Booth Library will be hosting, “Let’s 
Talk About It: Muslim Journeys,” a se-
ries of academic events from book dis-
cussions to �lm screenings and more.

�is is one of the many series, which 
have taken place every semester. Last se-
mester, the library hosted discussions 
on “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Char-
lotte Gilman.

Reference Librarians Kirstin Du�n, 
Janice Derr and Pam Ortega united to 
write the grant for “Muslim Journeys,” 
which is sponsored by the National En-
dowment for the Humanities and the 
American Library Association. 

The series allows students, faculty 
and community members the ability to 
participate in various events surround-
ing the Muslim way of life.

“The grant has allowed us to bring 
scholar-led lectures to gain a more in-
depth knowledge and understanding as 
well as our own discussions if there are 
any misconceptions or uncertainties that 
we have about various aspects of the Is-

lamic culture and faith,” Du�n said.
Brian Mann, assistant history profes-

sor, will present the opening program 
keynote speech at 7 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Jan. 29 in the Booth Library West 
Reading Room. For Mann, the series 
brings about an opportunity to bring a 
di�erent culture to Central Illinois.

“Unfortunately, the vast majori-
ty of the depictions of Islam and Mus-
lims to which we are exposed are biased 
and driven by politics, and therefore 
are rife with fallacies and distortions,” 
Mann said. “If people were provided 
with accurate information, they would 
�nd that their own religious tradition 
shares a lot with Islam, and that Mus-
lims around the world live and think 
just like they do.”

Mann said he hopes students will 
come away with a di�erent outlook on 
the Islam faith.

“I’d wager that not many non-Mus-
lims know that Moses is the most refer-
enced prophet in the Qur’an, that Mary 
is mentioned more times in the Qur’an 
than she is in the New Testament, that 
Muslims believe in the virgin birth, or 

that the Torah and Gospels are consid-
ered holy books in the Islamic tradi-
tion,” Mann said.

Mann said any resident of Illinois 
should learn more about this topic in 
order to become a more well rounded 
individual. He also pointed out that Il-
linois is the state with the highest per-
centage of Muslims citizens.

“Many of our fellow citizens and 
neighbors are Muslim. Instead of fo-
cusing on our di�erences, and yes, there 
are di�erences, I believe for the bene�t 
of our state and our society at large, we 
should be learning from and about one 
another – let’s focus on what we have in 
common and not on how we are di�er-
ent,” Mann said. 

As well as lectures and discussions, 
Booth Library has di�erent exhibitions 
planned for around the topic. �ese dis-
plays will range from Islamic authors, 
art, science, geography, fashion, nutri-
tion and history of Muslims in Spain.

Duffin, the project director, origi-
nally saw the grant for the Charleston 
community as well students.

To Pam Ortega, even though her ac-

ademic background is in foreign lan-
guages and Spanish, this experience has 
helped her gain an even greater knowl-
edge of Muslims.

“I’ve learned so much from when we 
started doing research on this,” Orte-
ga said. “I knew Spain had been under 
Islamic rule for 800 years, but I didn’t 
know what life was like at that time. I 
had a great time researching that and 
learning about Islam and how the three 
cultures (Jews, Christians and Muslims) 
lived together pretty well without too 
many problems.”

�e series will include four book dis-
cussions including “The Children of 
Abraham: Judaism, Christianity, and Is-
lam,” “Muhammad: A Very Short In-
troduction,” “�e Story of the Qu’ran: 
It’s History and Place in Muslim Life” 
and “A Rumi Anthology.” Mann said 
he would prefer attendees to read the 
books beforehand, but it is not a reason 
to not attend. 

“A student who attends a book dis-
cussion without reading the book will 
definitely come away with something 
-- no doubt about that,” Mann said. “I 

will be giving a brief lecture/talk to start 
each discussion before attendees break 
up into groups for discussion. Howev-
er, it’s kind of like a class. �e more you 
put into it, the more you get out of it.”

Duffin said she hopes to have in-
volvement from students who are cur-
rently taking relevant courses.

Mann is asking his students to attend 
some of the events, and other various 
professors will be doing the same. 

“Part of the university’s overall mis-
sion is to promote diversity so students 
will have a global outlook and we cer-
tainly take very seriously the fact that 
we share part of that educational mis-
sion,” Ortega said. 

In preparation for the book discus-
sions, the library is giving away a lim-
ited number of complementary books. 
All events are free and open to the pub-
lic. 

Those interested in signing for the 
events and for more information can go 
to the Booth Library website. 

Jack Cruikshank can be reached at 
581-2812 or jdcruikshank@eiu.edu.

Library prepares for ‘Muslim Journeys’ series

ONLINE|BLOGS

Check out Ass is -
tant Online Editor Seth 
Schroeder’s art blog as 
he develops his indepen-
dent study at 

chameleoncharisma.wordpress.com.

Check out 

DEN
NEWS.COM

•videos

•stories

•sports

•blogs

•podcasts

Online:
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"Be the change that you wish to 
see in the world."

Today’s quote:

For extended letters and 
forums for all content visit 
dailyeasternnews.com

   rite a letter to the editor

You have something to say. Know-
ing this, The Daily Eastern News 

provides a place for you to say it 
every day.

W

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any 
time on any topic to the Opinions Editor to be 
published in The Daily Eastern News. The DEN’s 
policy is to run all letters that are not libelous or 
potentially harmful. Letters to the editor can be 
brought in with identi�cation to The DEN or sent 
to DENopinions@gmail.com.

Tell me about your problems

Dominic Renzetti

The daily editorial is the majority opinion of the editorial board of 
The Daily Eastern News.

Become a DEN 
columnist

If you have an idea for a column, 
run it by Liz in the newsroom 

and she’ll give you more details 
of how the columns work.

Call 581-2812

When news happens, we will be there

Healthy eating key to students success

- Gandhi

I’m incredibly excited to be the editor-in-
chief of �e Daily Eastern News for this spring 
semester. It’s something I had hoped to do 
since my �rst day on campus my freshman 
year.

It’s a tremendous honor to be deliver-
ing you the news each day, and I hope you’re 
looking forward to it as much as I am.

Whether it’s campus, student government, 
sports or city news, I want this paper to be 
your go-to source.

Pick us up everyday. Follow us on Twitter.
If something happens, I can promise you 

that we will be there. We want to keep you 

informed, keep you up to date, give you the 
information that you need to know.

You won’t �nd a group of harder work-
ing, more dedicated students than the sta� we 
have here at �e News. We wake up early, we 

stay up late, all to strive to give you the best 
paper possible when you wake up each morn-
ing.

We’re students, so we’re still learning new 
things every day, still �guring out how all this 
works, but each day, we promise to be a little 
bit better than we were the day before.

Keep your eyes out for us. �ere’s a lot 
going on.

Dominic Renzetti is a senior family and 
consumer sciences major. 

He can be reached at 581-2812 
or DENopinions@gmail.com.

In college, the temptation of unhealthy living is endless and detrimental 
to our health.

 After a night of heavy drinking, it’s too easy to eat an entire order of 
Chubby’s cheese sticks to yourself at 2 a.m. (come on, you know you’ve 
done it at least once). 

Running on nothing but ca�eine and Kit-Kats to pull an all-nighter 
might seem like the best choice. It’s easy to go to that syllabus week party 
instead of going to the gym tonight. 

While one option is certainly more pleasurable, being healthy is not a 
decision we can choose to act on if it is convenient for us - it is an obliga-
tion.

Everyone has heard of the “Freshman 15,” the 15 pounds incoming stu-
dents often gain in college from drinking a lot of alcohol, eating greasy 
dorm food and sleeping very little. 

However, this myth has been debunked countless times. Many research 
studies have shown that the supposed freshman weight gain is usually under 
�ve pounds.

Nonetheless, health seems to be a problem in college that few people 
really care about. 

Blame it on the heavy workload, but we give our bodies hell. What for?
 �ere seems to be two kinds of stereotypes on campus: those who ded-

icate themselves to the gym and eating right every day, and those who have 
no regard to their health whatsoever. 

�ere actually is a medium between the two, but most people believe 
that if they aren’t awake at the crack of dawn and heading to the gym with 
a protein shake in hand, then they are not being healthy and they might as 
well not try anymore.

Even though our bodies might be able to bounce back from last week-
end’s incredible hangover, that should not be treated as an accomplishment. 

Just because we are young does not give us an excuse to abuse our bodies 
with cheap food, cigarettes, alcohol and other drugs every weekend. 

Sorry, but “we are young” is just as stupid of an excuse as “YOLO.”
We have an obligation to ourselves. Eating right, exercising and sleeping 

goes a long way. Treating our bodies right means fewer illnesses, fewer inju-
ries and better moods.

�e obesity rate in America is through the roof, and it is our responsibili-
ty to help make changes for future generations. 

Adding a green salad to your meal every day might mean you don’t get 
the �u, and adding a few days of exercise to your week might give you bet-
ter health in the long run. 

Everyone has their “cheat” days, but it is a shame to let a capable 
body go to waste.

It will be worth it when you’re 50.

SABRINA ANN DUNC AN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
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Lunch Special
Bring in those lunch 

customers and run daily 

specials with the DEN

1x2 ad for $60 per week; 
1x3 ad for $75, includes: 1x3 ad for $75, includes: 1x3 ad for $75, includes: 

LogoLogoLogo
SpecialSpecialSpecial
Location

call Rachel, 581.2816
for more info

Newly Remodeled 2 Bedroom Apartments
Spacious 3 & 4 Bedroom Homes 

Available Fall 2014

Visit our website at www.eiuliving.com
Call or text us at 217-345-4001

Welcome back Students!  
Have a great Spring Semester! 
YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS 
youngstownapts@consolidated.net   

217-345-2363 
Studio,1,2,3 bedroom Apts. & Townhouses! 

Beautifully landscaped w/views of the 
Woods! 

Free Trash and Parking! 

Close to campus! 

Use Financial Aid to pay your rent! 

Washer and Dryer in many units! 

CALL FOR YOUR PERSONAL SHOWING! 

$100.00 
Off 

Deposit! 

Staff Report 

Faculty Senate will meet for the 
first time this semester Tuesday, and 
the meeting should go quickly ac-
cording to Grant Sterling, the chair-
man of Faculty Senate.

Sterling said there is no new busi-
ness on the meeting’s agenda for the 
first meeting. 

Senate members will be review-
ing communications between vari-
ous people.

One such communication in-
volves Chris Mitchell, a theatre arts 

professor, explaining his sabbati-
cal for Spring 2014 and the need to 
find a replacement from The Col-
lege of Arts and Humanities to take 
his place as a representative to the 
Council on University Planning and 
Budgeting.

“Upon further reflection, and 
chatt ing with a few other col-
leagues, I think it may be best to 
appoint a CAH substitute for me 
for the entire semester I am on sab-
batical (spring 14),” Mitchell said in 
an email to Sterling.

Mitchell said although he will 

not be on sabbatical for the whole 
semester, he prefers a permanent re-
placement to absorb his responsibil-
ities for the entire semester.

“I think what’s going on with this 
budget cut is too complex and scary 

for me to re-enter this process in 
March,” Mitchell said in the email. 
“CAH needs a full-time rep there 
the entire semester who can be a 
stalwart fighter for our programs.”

The possibility of a new repre-

sentative will be brought before the 
Senate.

As well as the various communi-
cations, the Senate will review the 
schedule of the semester’s meetings.

The meetings will occur Jan. 28, 
Feb. 11, Feb. 25, March 18, April 
1, April 15 and April 29.

The Faculty Senate will meet at 2 
p.m. Tuesday in the Booth Library 
Conference Room, room 4440.

Faculty Senate to convene first meeting of semester

“I think what’s going on with this budget cut is too 
complex and scary for me to re-enter this process in 
March.”

Chris Mitchell, theatre arts professor

RUN WITH US.
217-581-2816

The DEN

PHOTO ILLUSTR ATIONS BY K ATIE SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
According to Brandt's email, "laser pointers output enough power that sustained exposure to the eye can cause damage to the retina." For this reason he advises students to never intention-
ally point a laser pointer device at the face of a person. 

He said this was not meant for a speci�c 

major or course because laser pointers are 

being used across the university. 

Along with being a physics professor, 

Brandt has had the role of laser safety o�-

cer for approximately 10 years. 

He said he periodically sends out re-

minders to students, warning them about 

the dangers of lasers being directed into 

the eyes. 

�e last time he sent out a message was 

about two years ago, he said. 

Bob Galuski can  
be reached at 581-2812  

or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.

» LASERS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Get all the latest news and sports info, 
Like the Daily Eastern News on Facebook!

Check 
out this           
Friday’s 

VERGE 

Get all the latest info 
on what’s going on in 

music, movies, 
games, and fun here 

in Charleston!

Like Blogs, Vlogs, 
and Podcasts?

Check out ours
 at dennews.com

Help wanted

 Just tell your friend you   
 embarrassed her 
 because it was her 
 birthday...
            she’ll understand.

Run a birthday ad in the DEN!

Don’t miss a minute of coverage! 
Keep up-to-date on our Facebook and Twitter pages!

@den_news

Get the DEN sent straight to your email! 
Sign up today at DENnews.com

Have an upcoming
event? Want to get

the word out?

Run an ad with 
the DEN!

We have many 
specials available; 
get more for less!

Call 217-581-2816
to place your ad

TODAY!

Bring in new and 
keep returning 

customers!

Make this YOUR space! Advertise in the DEN!

5-Day Run: Run a 2x3 ad Monday through Friday for $180!

Buy One, Get One: Run any sized ad*  and get an additional run 
any day that week for 50% off!
*at regular price of $12.75 per column inch

Verge Special: Run a 2x3 ad every Friday for a month for $150

Business Card Special: Run three 2x2 ads in one week for $100

What are you waiting for? 217-581-2816

Announcements

Game Club:  Fridays 7-10 p.m. County Mar-

ket Mezzanine. 

www.meetup.com/charleston-game-club   

Modern board & card games, classic strate-

gy games, playing cards.

___________________ 1/17

Bartender wanted part-time. Experi-
ence required. Please apply at 
Charleston Moose Lodge, 615 7th St.

___________________ 1/27

Sublessors

Sublease 1 bedroom, 1 bath apart-
ment located above Dirty’s. Fully fur-
nished, all inclusive utilities 815-592-
2547
__________________________1/17
SUBLEASE - 1 bedroom with W/D, 
dishwasher etc. Close to campus, new 
and very nice 217-232-9595 or EI-
UStudentRentals.com

___________________ 1/23

SPECIAL - SPECIAL - SPECIAL - Our 
beautiful houses, only 1/2 block from 
the Rec Center, are available at very 
low rates! Call us before you sign up; 
we will save you MONEY! 345-5048
__________________________1/16
 2 BR, 2 BA executive apt., 1306 Arthur 
Ave. All appliances with W/D, trash 
pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________1/17
Available now and Jan 2014: Newly 
remodeled 2 BR furnished and unfur-
nished apts. All appliances, trash pd. 
348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________1/17
4 BR, 2 BA duplex, 1 blk. from EIU, 
1520 9th St. Stove, fridge, microwave, 
dishwasher, W/D, trash pd. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________1/17
Available for 2014: 1, 2, 3, & 4 BR 
Apts. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
__________________________1/17
Deluxe 1 BR apts., 117 W. Polk, 905 A 
St. Stove, fridge, microwave, dish-
washer, W/D, Trash pd. 348-7736, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________1/17

BOWERS RENTALS- Available for 
Fall- Nice 3 BR Duplex-1015 Grant-
Great Deck and Yard! Newly Remod-
eled 2 BR Apartments-1530 1st Street. 
4 BR House-1517 10th-Lots of Closets-
Nice Backyard! See All Our Great 
Homes at eiuliving.com. 217-345-4001
__________________________1/17
FALL 2014: 3 or 4 BR house, 2 blocks 
from campus. 2 full baths, W/D, dish-
washer. Call or text 217-276-7003.
__________________________1/21
Very nice 1 & 2 BR apts. for next school 
year. Newly remodeled, trash, water in-
cluded. Walk-in closet, central AC, 
complete �tness center. 
Call 815-600-3129.
__________________________1/21
CLOSE!!! Apts. for 1-3. Grads and Un-
dergrads. www.woodrentals.com. 
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor 345-
4489. 
__________________________1/23
VILLAGE RENTALS 2014-2015 Leasing 1 
& 2 BR apartments includes water and 
trash.  3 & 4 BR houses close to campus 
and pet friendly.  217-345-2516.
__________________________1/27
4 Bedroom Brittany Ridge Townhouse. 
275/month per person. W/D, Trash in-
cluded. Call/text 708-254-0455
__________________________1/27
GOING FAST! DON’T MISS OUT! 
SOUTH CAMPUS SUITES, 2 BED-
ROOM TOWNHOUSES OR 2 BED-
ROOM 2 BATH APARTMENTS AVAIL-
ABLE FOR FALL 2014. BEAUTIFULLY 
FURNISHED! ALL INCLUSIVE PRIC-
ING! FREE TANNING! FREE LAUN-
DRY! FITNESS CENTER AVAILABLE! 
PETS WELCOME! SIGN NOW AND 
GET AUGUST RENT FREE! STAY 
UNIQUE! 
www.unique-properties.net 
__________________________1/31
MELROSE & BROOKLYN APTS AVAIL-
ABLE FALL 2014 1 & 2 BR Apts. 2 
blocks from campus! Furnished, W/D, 
Walk-in Closets, and Much More! 217-
345-5515  melroseonfourth.com 
brooklynheightseiu.com
__________________________1/31
4-6 bedrooms, 2 bath, A/C, W/D, 1 
block to EIU, $360 each, o� street park-
ing 1521 S. 2nd St. 217-549-3273
__________________________1/31
EASTERN ILLINOIS PROPERTIES. 
217-345-6210, www.EIProps.com
__________________________1/31
3 Bedroom furnished apartment for 
2014-15 school year. $185 per student 
for a 10 month lease, no pets. 
Call 345-3664.
__________________________1/31

STAY UNIQUE! WELCOME BACK SPE-
CIALS! LEASE NOW FOR FALL 2014 
AND RECEIVE AUGUST FREE! APART-
MENTS, DUPLEXES, AND HOUSES. 
1-5 BEDROOMS AVAILABLE! NEW 
ALL-INCLUSIVE PRICING! ROOM-
MATE MATCHING AVAILABLE. CALL 
TODAY FOR YOUR APARTMENT 
SHOWING, 217-345-RENT. 
www.unique-properties.net
__________________________1/31
2 BR 2 BATH APARTMENTS, 1026 ED-
GAR, $500. 2-3 BEDROOM HOMES. 
294-1625, 549-4074
___________________________2/4
Fall 2014 3 bedroom, 3 bath duplex 
east of campus - all inclusive plans 
available! rcrRentals.com or 
217-345-5832
__________________________2/14
Studio apartment close to campus.  
Nice, clean, water and trash included.  
No Pets!  $250.  217-345-3951
__________________________1/31
Large 3 bedroom furnished apartment 
for 2014-15 school year. Call 345-3664.
__________________________1/31
4-5 bedrooms, 2 bath, A/C, W/D, cov-
ered patio, o� street parking 1836 S. 
11th St. $325 each. 217-549-3273
__________________________1/31
FALL 2014: VERY NICE 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 BR 
HOUSES, TOWNHOUSES, & APART-
MENTS. EXCELLENT LOCATIONS, 1-3 
BLOCKS FROM CAMPUS. 
217-493-7559, myeiuhome.com
__________________________1/31
5-8 bedroom houses. Great locations. 
EIP. 217-345-6210, www.EIProps.com
__________________________1/31
For 2014-2015 newly renovated 2 
&3 bedroom/ 2 bath apartments, 
new furniture, re�nished balconies, 
coded entry to building, cable and 
internet included in rent! Right be-
hind McHugh’s, less than a block 
from campus! 217-493-7559, 
myeiuhome.com 
__________________________1/31
AVAILABLE JANUARY 2014-Studio 
and 1 bedroom apt in “The Fields”. 
Washer, dryer, dishwasher, central 
heat and a/c. www.ppwrentals.com   
217/348-8249
___________________________2/7
5-7 bedroom homes. $300/person/
month. Trash and yard service provid-
ed. 217-345-5037, 
www.chucktownrentals.com
__________________________2/13
3-4 bedroom homes. $300/person/
month. Trash and yard service provid-
ed. 217-345-5037, 
www.chucktownrentals.com
__________________________2/13

Fall 2014: 2 bedroom duplex east of 
campus - all inclusive plans available! 
rcrRentals.com or 217-345-5832
_________________________2/117
1 &  2 BR Apts. Close to Campus. For 
Rent, Fall 2014. Furnished. Pet 
Friendly. All Inclusive. Call or text 
273-2048 or 273-6820. 
___________________________3/7
Large 1 & 2 BR Apts. For Rent, Fall 
2014. Pet Friendly. All Inclusive. Call 
or text 273-2048 or 273-6820. 
___________________________3/7
2014 Spring Semester. Furnished 2 
BR Apt. Close to Campus. Pet 
Friendly. All Inclusive Available. 
Call or text 273-2048 or 273-6820.
___________________________3/7
2014 Spring Semester. Furnished, 
Large 1 BR Apt. Close to Campus. 
Pet Friendly. All Inclusive Available. 
Call or text 273-2048 or 273-6820. 
___________________________3/7
Litteken Rentals. 217-276-6867 1, 2, 3, 
4 BR apts. July - Aug. availability. 
www.littekenrentals.com 
__________________________3/31
P.P. & W Properties. Please contact us 
at www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-
8249.
___________________________5/1
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2014 1 and 3 
bedroom apts., one block north of Old 
Main on 6th Street. www.ppwrentals.
com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
NEW 2 BEDROOM APTS DIRECTLY 
ACROSS FROM BUZZARD ON 9th 
STREET washer, dryer, dishwasher, 
microwave, major appliances, central 
heat and a/c. Call us for more details. 
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/1
STUDIO & ONE BEDROOM APTS lo-
cated in “The Fields,”  3 blocks from 
campus, available August 2014. 
Washer, dryer, dishwasher, micro-
wave, major appliances, central heat 
and a/c. All apts. are less than 5 years 
old. www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-
8249.
___________________________5/1

For rent
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Babers doesn’t settle; departs from Eastern

Everyone knew it was coming, 
but that didn’t make it any easier.

The success of the Eastern foot-
ball team under former coach Dino 
Babers was almost too good to be 
true; it was too good to be anything 
other than temporary.

Babers  brought the program 
back-to-back Ohio Valley Con-
ference titles, two straight play-
off appearances, its first postsea-

son win in more than two decades, 
all while winning several coach of 
the year awards and grooming the 
2013 Walter Payton Award winner 
in Jimmy Garoppolo.

Yeah, there was no way Babers 
was going to see out his three-year 
contract at Eastern.

Bowling Green was the next step-
ping stone in Babers’ coaching ca-
reer. 

It was his best option, and for 
that reason, it was his only option.

Going from a top five FCS team 
to a conference champion at the 
FBS level, as Babers did, is about as 
far as a catapult a coach can take in 
the coaching carousel.

But that doesn’t make his depar-
ture any less hard of a pill to swal-
low.

It was so off-putting to see Ba-

bers wearing Bowling Green’s neon 
orange at his introductory press 
conference. It didn’t seem right. Af-
ter all, just two years ago he was in 
the same position only in Panther 
Blue.

 The 52-year-old coach stood 
firm at the podium on Dec. 19, 
2013, emitting the same confi-
dence, leadership and integrity that 
had won over the pride of Eastern. 

The anticipation in the room 
built with every word he spoke, to 
the point where it became monu-
mental, just as it did at Eastern.

Babers’ Bowling Green press con-
ference was like reliving history.

Until he uttered one phrase.
“If you want to know one thing 

about me: I don’t settle,” Babers 
said.

That’s it. That sums up his entire 

career at Eastern. He was not go-
ing to settle for anything less than 
an OVC championship, and he nev-
er did.

But more importantly, he was not 
going to settle for Eastern. 

He said it without saying it.
Babers manufactured Eastern’s 

offense into the best in the coun-
try, but still at the FCS level. That 
is settling right there.

“Why in the heck would we want 
to settle, anyway?” Babers contin-
ued to ask.

There is no answer to that ques-
tion. Had Babers remained at East-
ern, he would have been settling.

He shouldn’t have settled. He 
couldn’t have settled. And that is 
why Eastern fans cannot blame Ba-
bers no matter how fresh the wound 
still is. He did what he had to do.

“We’re not here long enough to 
be average,” Babers said. “Be Spe-
cia l .  Be di f ferent .  Be Bowling 
Green.”

The program’s 18th head coach 
then abruptly strutted away from 
the podium knowing he said all he 
needed to say.

Now, he is at the FBS level and 
he won’t have to settle in manufac-
turing Bowling Green’s offense into 
the best in the country.

And Falcon fans, note this: it is 
going to be the fastest thing you 
have ever seen.

Anthony Catezone can  
be reached at 581-2812 
or ajcatezone@eiu.edu.

Dameron promised at his press 
conference Saturday that under his 
tenure Eastern would continue to 
have an up-tempo offense, which 
was a staple under former coach 
Dino Babers during his two years 
with the Panthers.

Stevens was the offensive coordi-

nator for three years at Southeast-
ern Louisiana, starting in 2011. Be-
fore that Stevens was the offensive 
coordinator at Delta State for two 
seasons.

Prior to his coordinator position 
at Delta State, Stevens spent four 
seasons (2005-08) working with 
wide receivers at Utah State.

Eastern has both of its leading 
running backs slated to return next 
season in Shepard Little and Tay-

lor Duncan. Wide receivers Adam 
Drake, Jeff LePak and Keiondre 
Gober all return from last season’s 
receiving corps.

But absent from next year’s roster 
will be wide receiver Erik Lora, who 
is the Ohio Valley Conference all-
time leading receiver and quarter-
back Jimmy Garoppolo — winner 
of the 2013 Walter Payton Award.

“We’re losing a great player — 
a couple of great players obvious-

ly,” Dameron said. “You don’t win a 
Walter Payton Award if you’re not a 
great player. Job one is to find who 
to give the keys to the Ferrari, but 
we plan on having a Ferrari.”

Stevens was also the quarterbacks 
coach at Southeastern Louisiana. In 
2013, Oregon transfer Bryan Ben-
nett, threw 21 touchdowns. The 
dual-threat quarterback also scored 
16 rushing touchdowns, while rush-
ing for 1,046 yards.

With Garoppolo heading to the 
NFL, Eastern’s current roster fea-
tures Ben Krol, Austin Green, An-
drew Manley and Addison Brooks 
as possible quarterback candidates 
for next season. 

Aldo Soto can  
be reached at 581-2812  

or asoto2@eiu.edu.

» STEVENS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Anthony Catezone
@AnthonyCatz

PHOTO COURTESY OF JIM DILLON | TENNESSEE TECH UNIVERSIT Y 
Sabina Oroszova, a junior forward, fights for possession against Tennessee Tech University junior forward T'Keyah Williams during Monday's game at 
Tennessee Tech. 

Eastern’s comeback attempt falls short

Eastern Illinois  vs. Tennessee Tech 

54 64Eblen Center
Cookeville, Tenn.

Attendance: 7827-9, 2-3 (OVC) 6-11, 3-1 (OVC)

By Bob Reynolds
Sta� Reporter | @BobReynoldsDEN

The Eastern women’s basketball 
team lost its second-straight Ohio 
Valley Conference game in a 64-
54 loss to Tennessee Tech Monday 
night in Cookesville, Tenn.

With the game tied at 18 mid-
way through the f irst  half,  the 
Golden Eagles would go on a 14-3 
run to take a 32-21 lead capped off 
by a T’keyah Williams layup.

With the Panthers trailing by 13 
early in the second half, they start-
ed to make a comeback attempt for 
the second straight game.

Eastern went on a 9-0 run in 
about four minutes with the help 
of Arnisha Thomas, who made two 
baskets and a free throw.

Thomas provided a spark off the 
bench for the Panthers, scoring 
seven points on 3-of-3 shooting 
and Eastern coach Debbie Black 
said she was impressed with the 
way Thomas played.

“That is the player I need her to 
be, a spark off the bench,” Black 
said in her postgame interview. 
“They couldn’t really guard her 
with her wings. We tried to exploit 
that a little bit. I thought she did a 
very good job.”

After the run by Eastern end-
ed on a lay-up by Hannah Gools-
by, the Panthers cut the lead back 
down to two with 12:37 remaining 
in the half.

Goosb l y  f i n i shed  the  g ame 
with 18 points on 5-of-11 shoot-
ing and 4-of-4 from the 3-point 
line.

That was as close as the Pan-
ther s  would  ge t ,  a s  Tennes see 
Tech pushed its lead back up to 
11 with 5:54 to go in the second 
half,  capped off  by a Diamond 
Henderson made shot, but Black 
was proud of the way her team 
fought at the end of the game.

“That  i s  the  team I  want  to 
coach out there,” she said. “They 
played the way I want them to 

play tonight. We did some fun-
damental things wrong. We didn’t 
rebound as well as I would have 
like to down the stretch.”

Henderson scored 22 points, 
making 8-of-12 field goals and 
made 6-of-8 free throws.

During the comeback, Eastern 
guard Katlyn Payne said the Pan-
thers made it tough on the Gold-
en Eagles by driving to the basket 
and getting fast-break points.

Payne finished the game with 
three points on 1-of-10 shooting, 
including 1-of-5 from the 3-point 

line.
She said it was nice to see oth-

er people score, including Thom-
as, but that she is going to be in 
the gym bright and early tomor-
row practicing her shooting.

Sabina Oroszova finished the 
game with her seventh straight 
double-double on 7-of-18 shoot-
ing and 1-of-2 from the 3-point 
line, scoring 17 points and bring-
ing down 11 rebounds.

Jordyne Crunk also scored 17 
on 4-of -10 shoot ing  f rom the 
field and 3-of-6 from the 3-point 
line.

A f t e r  the  game ,  Payne  s a id 
Black told the team “winning and 
losing does not matter, what mat-
ters is how hard we are willing to 
fight and our effort”

Bob Reynolds can be reached at 
rjreynolds@eiu.edu or 581-2812.
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: This week’s Top Cat women’s basketball forward Sabina Oroszova, as named by The Daily Eastern News.

S

By Aldo Soto | @AldoSoto21
Assistant Sports Editor

Eastern football coach Kim Dam-
eron made it clear Saturday during his 
introductory press conference that he 
would be heavily involved with the 
defense as the head coach, bringing 
28 years of defensive coaching experi-
ence with him.

Dameron has been a defensive co-
ordinator for seven different teams 
since 1993, at both the FCS and 
FBS levels. Saturday afternoon, Kane 
Wommack announced through his 
Twitter account that he had accepted 
the defensive coordinator position on 
Dameron’s coaching sta�.

Wommack, who was at Ole Miss 
for the previous two years, served as 
a defensive graduate assistant. Wom-
mack earned his undergraduate degree 
from Southern Mississippi in 2009, is 
going to be a defensive coordinator 
for the �rst in his career.

Dameron said once he hires an of-
fensive coordinator, who will be Greg 
Stevens, he would let him focus on 
that part of the team, while he fo-
cused on the defense and leading his 
roster as one unit.

Dameron’s arrival at Eastern is now 
his third appearance in the Ohio Val-
ley Conference and his second stint 
with the Panthers. In 2000, follow-
ing a year coaching in the Canadian 
Football League with the Toronto Ar-
gonauts, Dameron was hired as defen-
sive coordinator under Bob Spoo at 
Eastern.

Dameron lifted Eastern’s defense, 
which finished the previous season 
ranked 115th in total defense, al-
lowing an average of 484.4 yards per 
game, to No. 27 in the FCS in 2000. 
�e Panthers’ defense allowed 291.9 
yards per game under Dameron.

With Spoo as the head coach and 
Dameron as the defensive coordina-
tor, Eastern won the OVC title and 
made an appearance in the FCS play-
o�s after the Panthers �nished with a 
2-10 record in 1999.

Dameron’s first coordinator job 
came at Murray State in 1993, when 
Houston Nutt, who became the head 
coach during the same year, hired 
Dameron.

In the 1995 season, Dameron’s de-
fense allowed an average of 253.3 
yards per game, which was No. 6 in 
the FCS. Murray State �nished 11-1 
that season and had an 8-0 conference 
record.

Nutt said Eastern made a great de-
cision in making Dameron the new 
head coach.

“He brings so much passion for the 
game with him and the players with-
in the program are going to love him,” 
Nutt said. “I think Eastern Illinois has 
hit a home run with their hiring of 
Kim Dameron.”

But it was not always smooth sail-
ing for Dameron at Murray State.

In Dameron’s �rst year at Murray 
State, the Racers’ defense was ranked 
64th in the nation. In his second year, 
Dameron’s defense fell to 110th in the 
FCS in total defense.

Despite the downfall from his �rst 
year to his second, Dameron should 
get the credit for improving his 
110th-ranked defense to No. 6 in the 
country in 1995.

Dameron’s next coaching stop 

brought him to Cincinnati in 1996. 
He spent two seasons as the secondary 
coach before being promoted to de-
fensive coordinator in 1998.

The Bearcats did not have a suc-
cessful 1998 season, finishing 2-9 
overall. Dameron’s �rst stint as a de-
fensive coordinator in the FBS was 
underwhelming as Cincinnati’s de-
fense finished last in the nation in 
scoring defense (112th) and allowed 
the second-most yards (484.4). The 
previous year, Cincinnati ranked 33rd 
in total defense. 

The meteoric fall of the Bearcats’ 
defense from 1997 to 1998, led to 
Dameron’s departure from Cincinna-
ti. 

After Eastern, Dameron spent four 

seasons with Stephen F. Austin and 
three with Louisiana Monroe. During 
those two reins as defensive coordi-
nator, Dameron improved the teams’ 
defenses in the second year of his ten-
ure.

Dameron’s next defensive coordina-
tor job landed him in the Ivy League 
with Cornell in 2011. Dameron only 
lasted one season as �e Big Red de-
fense went from 97th in total defense 
in 2010 to 108th under Dameron. 

Despite his shortcomings, Dam-
eron has been lauded for his perfor-
mance at Louisiana Tech last season.

Dameron became defensive coor-
dinator at Louisiana Tech, taking over 
the worst defense in the FBS during 
the 2012 season, when the Bulldogs 

allowed 526.1 yards per game, which 
was 120th in the FBS.

In 2013, Louisiana Tech finished 
as the No. 69 ranked defense in the 
country, allowing 408.3 yards per 
game. It was the fourth most-im-
proved defense in the FBS last season.

Eastern �nished ranked No. 53 in 
total defense last year in the FCS, al-
lowing an average of 374.1 yards per 
game. �e last time the Panthers were 
on the �eld they allowed 587 yards — 
472 coming on the ground in the 49-
39 Eastern defeat in the playo�s.

Aldo Soto can 
be reached at 581-2812 

or asoto2@eiu.edu.
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The black represents the season prior to Kim Dameron’s arrival as the defensive coordinator at each respective 
school, while the blue represents the average yards allowed during his rein. 
Out of Dameron’s seven defensive coordinator jobs, he has improved the average yards allowed in five of those 
stops.

 GR APHIC BY DOMINIC RENZET TI

M A R G I N A L  I M P R O V E M E N T

By Aldo Soto | @AldoSoto21
Assistant Sports Editor

Former Southeastern Louisiana 
offensive coordinator Greg Stevens 
will be the next offensive coordi-
nator for Eastern with the official 
announcement coming within the 
next few days.

Rich Moser, Eastern’s associate 
athletic director, and head of media 
and public relations for the athletic 
department, said Stevens is the of-

fensive co-
ordinator, 
pending fi-
nal details.

“ We  a r e 
s t i l l  do ing 
s o m e  p a -
perwork, 
so probably 
wil l  be an-
o t h e r  d a y 
or two before the announcement,” 
Moser said in an email Monday.

On Friday, footballscoop.com 
reported that Stevens would be 
leaving Southeastern Louisiana, 
hours after the hiring of new East-
ern head coach Kim Dameron was 
announced. Stevens’ new destina-
tion was also reported on Friday by 
coachingsearch.com.

Stevens  was  a t  the  he lm o f 
Southeastern Louisiana’s offense 
that finished 10th in the FCS in 
2013. The Lions improved from a 
5-6 record in 2012, to 11-3 and a 

playoff appearance last season.
Southeastern Louisiana averaged 

483.3 yards last season and aver-
aged 38.4 points per game, which 
was 12th in the FCS. 

Stevens will take over an offense 
at Eastern that was the best in 
the nation in 2013, in both yards 
(589.5 yards per game) and points 
per game (48.2).

Dameron said his new offen-
sive coordinator would have full 
control of the offense because his 

background is primarily on the de-
fensive side of the ball.

“I’m going to be involved with 
the defense and hire an offen-
sive coordinator and let him go to 
work,” Dameron said. “I’m not go-
ing to try to do something that is 
not my expertise. I’m going to lead 
this football team as a team and 
I’m going to make sure that offen-
sively we’re going to be exciting to 
watch.”

GREG STE VENS

Stevens to be new offensive coordinator

STEVENS, page 7 
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