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ROUND ONE RECAP
The Panthers rested this weekend as part of their 
bye week, but Tennessee State and Jacksonville 
State both gained victories.
Page 8

FOOD FOR PHILANTHROPY
Charleston’s Parks and Recreation department is 
sponsoring a food drive until Dec. 13. 
Page 3

By Marissa Muskievicz
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News

Blue Crew is the newly reboot-
ed student cheer section who will 
sit together and support football, 
basketball, soccer and other East-
ern athletic teams.

Reggie Thedford, a junior polit-
ical science major, and Amie Han-
sen, a sophomore special education 
major, organized the newly formed 
Blue Crew.

Thedford said increasing school 

spirit is the main purpose for Blue 
Crew members, with the develop-
ment of organized cheers and uni-
versity team support.

Hansen said Panther Nation was 
the original name of the student 
cheer section before it was formally 
renamed as Blue Crew.

This year, it was decided to bring 
back the original title as a way to 
carry on the history of the group as 
it was previously established.

Thedford said at its prime, the 
student-run group had 300 to 400 

students involved.
Students received membership 

packages including matching T-
shirts, hats, cups and access to road 
trips and away games to support 
Panther Athletics. 

The lack of leadership in Panther 
Nation caused the group to fail in 
previous years.

“Students didn’t want to take on 
the role of a leader,” Thedford said. 

This time around, the renamed 
Blue Crew has multiple leaders and 
wants to create the same spirit and 

atmosphere with a little more fla-
vor, he said.

Members of Blue Crew plan to 
use social networking to promote 
athletic events and student involve-
ment.

Thedford said it helps that East-
ern’s football team is doing incredi-
bly well this season. 

The essence of the group is to 
develop a strong relationship be-
tween the university, athletes and 
students, he added.

Students reinvent past spirit group

SPIRIT, page 5 

By Bob Galuski
News Editor | @BobGaluski

A letter sent from the Illinois Public Uni-
versity Presidents and Chancellors expressing 
“profound disappointment in and our opposi-
tion to the proposed pension legislation” was 
sent to Gov. Pat Quinn Monday.

President Bill Perry, along with other state 
university presidents and chancellors, wrote out 
the letter in response to the proposed pension 
plan being discussed Tuesday by legislators.

“The bill will be detrimental to higher ed-
ucation in Illinois and ultimately to the over-
all economy of the State of Illinois,” the let-
ter states. 

The proposed plan was introduced Monday 
with lawmakers expected to discuss it Tuesday. 
The plan includes stipulations such as capping 
the pension earnings to be like the limit used 
for Social Security purposes, increasing the re-
tirement age for anyone 45 years old or under 
and “pension abuse” blocks, making sure the 
State pays for supplementary funding. 

The letter states that by capping the pen-
sionable salaries and changing the Cost of Liv-
ing Adjustment (COLA) there will be “a se-
vere impact on the retirement security of fac-
ulty and staff in the state’s public universities.”

“They will adversely affect our collective 
ability to recruit and retain the people we 
need to educate the next generation of work-
ers and entrepreneurs, provide health care for 
the state’s neediest citizens and build new start-
up companies and create jobs through univer-
sity research,” the letter continues. 

The letter also urges Quinn to reconsider the 
proposed plan for the State Universities Retire-
ment System (SURS) by the Illinois Universi-
ty Presidents and Chancellors, which they call 
“fiscally sound.”

The proposed plan, which they have been 
advocating for three years, revolves around the 
“Six Step Six Simple Steps: Reforming the Illi-
nois State Universities Retirement System” from 
the Institute of Government and Public Affairs. 

The six steps include changing the annu-
al COLA, changing the value of the Effec-
tive Rate of Interest, shifting contributions to 
colleges and universities, increasing employee 
contributions by an additional two percent and 
requiring the state to repay the current SURS 
unfunded liability, and provide a new “hybrid” 
definition of benefit and definition of contri-
bution plan for new employees. 

“We continue to believe that sensible reform 
is essential,” the letter to Quinn states. 

Perry also said the letter was sent to House 
Speaker Michael Madigan, Senate President 
John Cullerton, Senator Dick Durbin and Sen-
ator Christine Radogno. 

Bob Galuski can be 
reached at 581-2812 

or rggaluski@eiu.edu.

University 
presidents 
oppose 
pension bill

Eastern to award more than 2,000 degrees

Lawmakers expected 
to discuss pension 
reform Tuesday

DoMInIc BaIMa | The DaIly eaSTeRn ne wS
Fans of Eastern’s football team cheer in the stadium during a game against Southeast Missouri Nov. 19 at O’Brien Field. Students painted their 
bodies, showed off hand-made signs and waved blown up photos of players’ heads to cheer them on throughout the game.

By cody Delmendo
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News

For some students, it might 
not come to a surprise that the 
top six degrees awarded at East-
ern over the last five years are 
general studies, elementary edu-
cation, communication studies, 
kinesiology and sports studies, 
psychology and family consumer 
sciences.

Accord ing  to  the  deg ree s 
awarded report, put out each aca-
demic year by the Board of Trust-
ees, Eastern is set to award a total 
of 2,837 degrees for the year of 
2013. This includes 2,238 bach-
elor degrees, 545 master degrees, 
38 specialist degrees and 16 post-
bachelor degrees. 

During the past five years, 
Eastern’s annual graduation num-
bers have decreased, until this 
year, when they increased by 55 

percent.
Blair Lord, the provost and 

vice president for academic af-
fairs, said the trend in Eastern’s 
graduation rates correlate to 
the university’s ability to recruit 
transfer students.

“We had strong numbers of 
new transfer students until this 
year,” he said. “The effect of 
these considerations has led to 
rather large graduating classes in 
recent years with individual year-
ly variations due to all of the fac-
tors I have mentioned in the an-
swer to both this question and 
the preceding one.” 

Al though 55 more  people 
graduating might not seem like 
much, but seeing an increase in 
the statistics has not been a trend 
lately according to past reports. 

In 2009, the number of stu-
dents leaving Eastern with a de-
gree was 3,018, and since then 

the number has steadily dropped 
until this year.

In 2010, the report indicat-
ed the number dropped down 
to 2,990, which is not a big de-
crease, but it was the second 
straight year enrollment dropped 
significantly. 

Lord said enrollment levels and 
degrees awarded have a very high 
correlation. 

“Because we add transfer stu-
dents, and some students take 
more time than the anticipated 
four years, we can get some varia-
tion across years, but in the long 
run the correlation between these 
two time series is very high,” 
Lord said.

From 2005 to 2008, Eastern 
averaged more than 12,000 stu-
dents, but in 2009 the average 
dropped below 12,000 students 
for the first time since 2004 and 
has continued to drop since that 

time.
The number of undergradu-

ate students, which is over half 
the enrollment at Eastern, has 
dropped each year significantly 
since 2009 as well.   

As early as last fall, enrollment 
dropped below 11,000 students, 
and undergraduates dropped be-
low 9,000 students. According 
to Eastern’s website, the universi-
ty has not seen the undergraduate 
total go below 9,000 students in 
over 20 years. 

This year the total enrollment 
dropped below 10,000 students 
down to 9,775, compared to the 
10,417 in 2012. Undergraduate 
students equaled to the amount 
of 8,347 which is less than 2012 
as well.  

Cody Delmendo can be 
reached at 581-2812 

or at dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
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it's elementary

K aTie sMiTh | The daiLy easTern ne Ws 
Christina Field, an elementary education graduate student, shares her research with Rebecca Tadlock-Marlo, a counseling and student development 
professor during an Action Research showcase Monday in the lobby of Buzzard Hall. Field's research concentrated on the reading of poetry and its af-
fects on fluency. Kiranmayi PadPadmaraju is an elementary education professor and the coordinator of the event.

By Michael spencer
City editor | @tmskeeper

The Charleston City Council will 
tackle a full agenda Tuesday, including 
the approval of three separate collective 
bargaining agreements, the property tax 
levy for the next fiscal year and a review 
of the city's annual audit.

Three of the city's four public em-
ployee unions have reached a collective 
bargaining agreement regarding labor 
contracts that were set to expire in April 
2014.  City operating engineers, electri-
cal workers and police department em-
ployees have extended their unionized 
labor contracts through April 2017.

The renegotiated contracts include a 
3 percent wage increase per year in ad-
dition to the city's agreement to supply 
more capital for healthcare costs, which 
are projected to rise for state employees 
in the coming months.

“We went through that process be-

cause there was going to be a significant 
increase in the cost of insurance and 
we felt that we needed to find a way to 
help the employees prevent them from 
seeing such a large increase in their por-
tion of it,” said Mayor Larry Rennels 
before Tuesday's meeting.

The fourth public employee union 
for the city representing the Charleston 
Fire Department did not agree to the 
new contract and will be forced to rene-
gotiate in the spring.

The council must approve the new 
contracts in the form of three separate 
resolutions before the agreement be-
comes official.

In addition to the collective bargain-
ing agreements, the city will also exam-
ine the property tax levy for the fiscal 
year of May 1 to April 30, 2015.

The levy the city has proposed is 
worth $3.7 million, a $100,000 in-
crease from last year. It is an increase 
that Rennels said is relatively small. The 

city generates its total request based on 
a set of market indicators that legally 
determine how much money can be so-
licited in the form of property taxes.

“Part of our responsibility in run-
ning the city is to be as frugal as we can, 
so we strive to keep the property taxes 
as low as we can,” Rennels said.  

In order to complete the levy, the 
council must approve the request at 
Tuesday's meeting before sending it for 
review by the County. Rennels said the 
city will receive a sum equal to, or less 
than their $3.7 million request.  

The total approved by the county 
will be the amount collected by the city 
from the Charleston taxpayers. While 
Rennels said the amount of money 
brought in by property taxes is a rela-
tively small sum, it is still important.

“Every piece of tax money is impor-
tant,” Rennels said.

The council will conclude the meet-
ing by hearing a presentation of the 

Annual City Audit Review, which has 
been prepared by the accounting firm 
of Gilbert, Metzger & Madigan.  The 
audit indicates that the city is in good 
financial standing and that the balance 
sheets have been well kept, something 
Rennels said has not always been the 
case.

“It hasn't always been that Charles-
ton has been in as good shape as they 
are financially but in the last sever-
al years, really ever since we went to 
the city manager form of government, 
we've been fortunate enough to man-
age our finances in a way that we are 
not in a deficit,” Rennels said.  “This is 
just a reflection of the fact that that's 
continuing.”

The meeting will begin at 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday at City Hall in uptown 
Charleston.

Michael Spencer can be 
reached at 581-2812 

or at tmspencer2@eiu.edu.

Council to review audit, levy, contracts

Housing, Dining staff receive 5 awards
By Jarad Jarmon
student Governance editor | @JJarmonreporter

Housing and Dining Services staff 
won five awards at the Great Lake As-
sociation of College and University 
Housing Offices, which set an East-
ern single year record for awards. 

At the annual association confer-
ence on Nov. 17 through Nov. 19 in 
Indianapolis, Matt Brown, the Hous-
ing and Dining associate director of 
facilities, won the outstanding facil-
ities manager award. Michael King, 
Taylor Hall associate resident director, 
won the outstanding graduate student 
award for the state of Illinois. 

They also competed and won the 
two association conference case stud-
ies with their full-time profession-
al team including Lisa Walker, the 
area director of Thomas and Andrews 
Hall, and Kayla Dalton who original-
ly was an associate resident director at 
Eastern. She now works as a resident 

hall director at Ball State University.
The graduate student team includ-

ing Shane Thomas, a graduate in the 
College of Student Affairs major, and 
Kelsey Brandt, a graduate in the Col-
lege of Student Affairs major won the 
graduate case study competition. 

Jody Stone, the Housing and Din-
ing associate director of resident life, 

said in these case studies, teams are 
given a scenario or problem and are 
given 45 minutes to handle the situ-
ation. They are then judged on their 
solutions to the problem and how 
they handled it. The scenarios dealt 
with organizational advisement.

Eastern competed with thousands 
of other schools in Illinois, Indiana, 
Ohio and Michigan.  

Walker, who sent out the letters 
to have King and Brown nominat-
ed, said she was surprised but overall 
proud of their accomplishments. 

“There was a lot of competition 
so I was surprised, but I was very 
pleased,” Walker said. 

Walker said she believed Brown 
would be a good candidate because 

he went above and beyond his duties. 
In many cases, he has gone out of his 
office to check on facility complaints 
in the residence halls personally. She 
said he was working closely with the 
building service workers and others 
from Facilities Planning and Manage-
ment.

Walker thought King would also 
be a good candidate for the graduate 

award because of his “inclusive per-
sonality.”

“He is very relatable to students and 
is able to help them out. He does a 
good job reaching out to the students,” 
Walker said. 

Housing and Dining Services or 
more specifically the residence halls, 
won the outstanding commitment to 
academics awards with the Homework 
Heroes program, which was started up 
by students in the residents halls to 
help students with specific subjects. 

Stone said many officials from oth-
er schools were asking him and oth-
ers from Eastern on how to implement 
this type of program. 

Stone added he is proud of the 
awards his department received, but 
they need to stay modest because there 
were still things Housing and Dining 
needs to work on. 

Jarad Jarmon can be reached at 
581-2812 or jsjarmon@eiu.edu.

“There was a lot of competition so i was surprised, 
but i was very pleased, ”

-Lisa Walker, director of Thomas and Andrews Hall
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EIU graduate shows YOU 
how to make money online

Be a part of 
an exploding community!

Learn from the best 

marketers in the world!
Earn 100% commissions!

Do it all with a simple blogging formula!
Be yourself 

and get paid 
for it!

Claim your FREE info at SuccesswithDom.com 
and start Being the Change today!

Call for appointments! 
217-348-1479 

www.tricountymg.com 

2BR w/ Den 1.5 bath or 
3BR 1.5 bath   Units 

Available!!  
Fully furnished, trash and 

parking included  

When you sign a 12/
month lease at Royal 

Heights 

FREE FIRST 

MONTHS RENT! 

**50in Plasma** 
Screen TV for $20 
extra a month!!! 

$950/M with $150/M 
utility allowance 

Have any 
interesting news 

you want to share 
with the    

community? 

Mail it, fax it, 
email it, submit 
it on our 
website, or call 
it in to the

Daily Eastern News
What You Want to ReadWe Want to Hear

Check out the Sports section for all the latest 
in Panthers coverage!

Check out the Sports section for all the latest 
in Panthers coverage!

By Jack Cruikshank
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News

The Charleston Parks and Recre-
ation Department is currently spon-
soring a food drive to assist winter 
approaches.

“When you have food on the ta-
ble, you have many problems,” said 
Jim Hires, the director of the Eastern 
Illinois Food Bank.  “However, when 
you have no food, you only have one 
problem: finding your next meal.”

The need to help feed the less for-
tunate around the holiday season is 
prevalent even here in Coles Coun-
ty, he said. 

Because of this need, Kandy Sag-
er, the business manager for the 
Charleston Parks and Recreation De-
partment said the third-annual food 
drive is a great opportunity to help 
those in need.

“Especially with the rough eco-
nomic times, there are many needs 
throughout the community,” Sager 
said. “As well, the Charleston Food 
Bank is struggling and we want to do 

all we can to help it.”
Sager said from the outset there 

was not a formal goal as to how much 
food to collect, but to collect “as 

much as possible.” 
Anyone who donates will be en-

tered into the Dec. grand prize draw-
ing of a Family Pool Pass for four at 
the Rotary Community Aquatic Cen-
ter in Charleston.

The prize is valued at $170 and will 
be valid for the 2014 pool season. 

There will also be seven winners 
of 2014 Pool Punch Cards and One-
Day Pool Passes. 

Anytime someone donates at City 
Hall they will earn one entry in the 
drawing, regardless of how many 
times they’ve provided goods for the 
food drive. 

The Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment is currently accepting any non-
perishable food donations Monday 
through Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. be-
tween now and Dec. 13 on the sec-
ond floor of City Hall.

“As long as we can continue to 
help the food pantry, we hope to 
continue this annual event,” Sager 
said.

Jack Cruikshank can be
 reached at 581-2812

 or jdcruikshank@eiu.edu.

Holiday food drive collecting donations

FilE phOTO | ThE Daily EaSTERN NE wS 
City Hall is currently collecting non-perishable food donations Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. until Dec. 
13. Donations can be brought to the second floor.  

• On Sunday at 9:59 p.m., Don-
ald Johnson, 27, of 406 Eighth St., 
Charleston, was arrested at 726 18th 
St. He was charged with driving 
while license revoked and released at 
11:23 p.m. after posting 10 percent 
of $1,500 bond.

BlOT TER

Man arrested and 
charged Sunday 

Faculty to discuss tax system, pension reform
Staff Report

Eastern’s Faculty Senate will discuss 
possible options regarding the ongoing 
state pension program at their meeting 
Tuesday.

As legislators in Springfield meet 
in a special session this week to con-
sider amendments to the Illinois pen-
sion program, the Senate will examine 
other avenues through which the state 
could reform its current system.

According to a Nov. 18 draft per-
taining to pension resolution, Illinois 
is now spending 23 percent less on ed-
ucation, health care, public services 
and safety than it was in 2000 as a re-
sult of the state’s ongoing fiscal prob-
lems, and some lawmakers are call-
ing for the elimination or reduction 
of pension benefits to compensate for 
other budgetary holes.

The reform, as proposed by the Fac-
ulty Senate, is calling for the adoption 

of a progressive tax system as a way to 
avoid cutting benefits for public em-
ployees.

House Joint Resolution Constitu-
tional Amendment- HJCRA0033, pro-
posed by Rep. Naomi Jakobsson earli-
er this year, would increase income tax-
es for the highest bracket of Illinoisans, 
while lowering taxes the lowest brackets. 

According to Jakobsson, those mak-
ing over $196,000 would see a .9 per-
cent increase in their tax rate. Those 

making over $500,000 would see a 2.2 
percent raise in income taxes, where-
as the top one-percent of earners in Il-
linois—those making over 2 million 
dollars a year—would see their tax 
rates increase by 3.5 percent. 

“We, as state employees, have made 
an irrevocable commitment to our re-
tirement benefit plans and it is un-
constitutional to diminish and impair 
those benefits,” the Senate’s resolutions 
states. “We have seen only one credi-

bly proposed resolution that truly ad-
dresses, in a responsible way, the long 
term financing issues that our state is 
facing. We strongly support the adop-
tion of the ‘Fair Tax.’”

The Senate will also hear a presen-
tation from Bill Weber, the vice presi-
dent of business affairs, on the univer-
sity’s ongoing program analysis.

The Senate will meet at 2 p.m. Tues-
day in the conference room of Booth 
Library.

YOU WILL NOW ADVERTISE IN THE DEN

TUESDAY, DEC. 3, 2013
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Editorial Board

"Build your own dreams, or some-
one else will hire you to build 
theirs."

Today’s quote:

For extended letters and 
forums for all content visit 
dailyeasternnews.com

   rite a letter to the editor

You have something to say. Know-
ing this, The Daily Eastern News 

provides a place for you to say it 
every day.

W

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any 
time on any topic to the Opinions Editor to be 
published in The Daily Eastern News. The DEN’s 
policy is to run all letters that are not libelous or 
potentially harmful. Letters to the editor can be 
brought in with identification to The DEN or sent 
to DENopinions@gmail.com.

Tell me about your problems

SaBRina ann DunC an | ThE Daily EaSTERn nE wS

Amy Wywialowski

The daily editorial is the majority opinion of the editorial board of 
The Daily Eastern News.

ISSUES ON TAP:

Cigarette receptacles
The Daily Eastern News discusses the 

amount of cigarette receptacles on cam-
pus and if they are effective.

Student Senate
The News discusses how the student sen-

ate elections went and our opinion on the 
turnout.

Become a DEn 
columnist

If you have an idea for a column, 
run it by EMILY in the newsroom 
and she’ll give you more details 

of how the columns work.

Call 581-2812

There’s two weeks left, make the most of them

Long-run savings might not be best option

Enrollment
The News discusses how students should 
be deciding to come to Eastern for aca-
demics and not just for financial perks.

PAWS UP/PAWS DOWN

FinalS: The semester is almost 
over and it’s almost time for the 
pesky finals. Study hard for the 
last two weeks and do well on 
them.

FOOTBall: Eastern will be 
hosting a playoff game Saturday 
and the first 2000 students will 
get in for free.

BREaK: Winter break starts in 
less than two weeks. Keep the 
energy up and push through.

- Farrah Gray

Looking at the calendar today, I panicked. 
It is officially December. There are 28 days left 
in 2013.  There are 12 days until I turn 22 (I 
know seamless ploy). There are two weeks of the 
semester left, five days of class and one week-
end. Then that’s it, no more 2013. And there is 
still so much to do before it is all over. 

For some it will be their last semester on 
campus, and for others, the completion of their 
first.  For all of us, these two weeks are going 
to mean a lot and we need to make the most of 
them. 

Yes classes are coming to a close and that 
means scrambling to get everything done and 
earn the grades we want, but that doesn’t mean 
they have to be a stressful sprint. These two 
weeks are actually some of my favorite on cam-
pus. Yes there is a large workload, but it is also 
a time to reflect on how far we’ve come this 
semester.  When you are feeling down with all 
the studying that faces all of us, think about 
what you have accomplished this semester and 

in 2013 as a whole.  
For many freshmen and transfers that means 

leaving home and making a new home in 
Charleston. For others it may mean getting a 
new job on campus, joining a club or preparing 
for the next step after graduation. It is a time of 
celebration before we go home to celebrate the 
holidays. 

Make sure you take the time to spend some 
time with you friends and the campus commu-
nity. Check out the holiday lights that adorn 
Old Main each night. Go inside to check out 
the holiday tree.  Go to the playoff football 

game on Saturday. Play in the snow (if we get 
some, I hope). Make a nice meal with friends. 
Drive around Charleston and check out all the 
neighborhood lights. These are all easy ways to 
take a break for the stress, and most of them are 
free or cost very little money. 

Think about what else you want to accom-
plish in 2013 and go for it. Just because there 
isn’t much time left doesn’t mean it is over yet.  
Take a chance; try something new, it can’t hurt 
right?  

Before I sign off on what may be my last col-
umn this semester, I have one final piece of 
advice. Thank the professors and wish them 
happy holidays before they head home in two 
weeks. They have worked just as hard as we have 
this semester and deserve to hear that we appre-
ciate them. Thanks for reading and good luck.

Amy Wywialowski is a senior history major. 
She can be reached at 581-2812 

or DENopinions@gmail.com.

While initiatives sweeping across campus focusing on “going 
green” gives Eastern a big boost in the eco-friendly arena, the money 
being put into it may not be best spent for the present time. 

With the economy circling the recession drain, Eastern has been 
periodically losing money. 

In the article “Green initiatives to save money,” Ryan Siegel, the 
campus energy and sustainability coordinator, said since 1995, more 
than $100 million dollars have been spent on energy-conserving 
resources.  The annual savings of these resources amount to rough-
ly $4 million. 

However, Eastern also faces a detrimental problem: low enroll-
ment. With enrollment numbers decreasing, Eastern has had to play 
with the hand they are dealt. 

For this current semester, 17 faculty positions were left unfilled 
because of low enrollment, as detailed in the article “Eastern to cut 
faculty workforce,” published on February 13.

While the cut in workforce was handled by attrition – spots left 
vacant because of retirement or faculty leaving were left unfilled – it 
still speaks volumes for what our money should be working toward. 

In the long run Eastern will be saving money on these green ini-
tiatives, but for now the university continues to lose money. 

A new biological sciences building also floats on Eastern’s radar – 
a project that could potentially cost $30 million. 

By spending money on initiatives that only save the university 
money down the road, Eastern misses out on improving for the then 
and now.  With the low enrollment, Eastern could use this money to 
work on advertising and recruitment strategies that could hopefully 
start bringing in students. 

Instead, faculty member positions are being left unfilled. And it is 
the students who suffer the most. 

It is admirable Eastern is trying to move into the eco-centric 
world of today, but at the same time they are missing opportunities 
to change the internal problems of the university. With these funds 
– even a fraction of it – Eastern could start working on improve-
ments needed for both students and faculty members. 

Although having an environmentally conscious mind reaps its 
own benefits, the fact of the matter remains: money is being put 
into projects that do not produce benefits fast enough. $4million in 
almost 10 years is not a good number, not if the university has sunk 
$100 million into the project. 

Re-budgeting and re-planning can help modify these problems by 
looking into what actually saves Eastern money and what does not
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Sign a lease 12/2-12/10 & receive a half month rent free! 

YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS 
youngstownapts@consolidated.net   

217-345-2363 
916 Woodlawn Dr. (south of 9th st.)  

Studio,1,2,3 bedroom Apts. & Townhouses! 
Beautifully landscaped w/views of the Woods! 
Free Trash and Parking! 
Close to campus! 
Use Financial Aid to pay your rent! 
Washer and Dryer in many units! 

CALL FOR YOUR PERSONAL SHOWING! 
 

$100.00 
Off 

Deposit! 

Congratulate  our EIU Panthers

Say congrats     
Promote your  business 

and get people in the door!

Advertise in our upcoming
EIU Panther Football

Highlight  guide

Specials include:              
2x2 for $25             
2x3 for $50 

3x4 for $100         
4x5 for $200

Contact Rachel 
or Amy by

calling 581.2816

Lunch Special
Bring in those lunch customers 

and run lunch specials with the 

DEN

1x2 $60 per Week; 1x3 ads 
for $75 , Include Logo

Special

Location

Call Rachel 581.2816
for more info

Thedford said it could increase fu-
ture enrollment as well. A visible stu-
dent bond could attract prospective 
students, Thedford said.

He added for those who are look-
ing at colleges, they love to see stu-
dent enthusiasm and support for the 
university and its athletics.

“Athletes tend to feed off your en-
ergy, they want to win for you guys,” 
Thedford said.

Supporting athletes and their pas-

sion for the game demonstrates love 
for Eastern, he added.

“We want to exemplify EIU and 
what we stand for as a university,” 
Hansen said.

Hansen and Thedford also plan to 
encourage students to wear blue ev-
ery Friday to support their Panthers.

“We want to be the face of the 
student body,” Hansen said.

Members of Blue Crew will plan 
meetings where they will  over-

view upcoming games and planned 
events.

During these meetings, they will 
also practice existing cheers and de-
velop new cheers for athletic events.

“Eastern’s Pep Band and Blue 
Crew are working together to create 
cheers,” Hansen said.

Hansen and other members of 
Blue Crew made up one chant al-
ready: the B.L.U.E. chant.

These practices are planned to 

take place bi-weekly, starting during 
the spring semester.

Thedford and Hansen said they 
would like the majority of students 
to sign up for membership.

There are all-inclusive dues, rang-
ing from around $10 to $15, Thed-
ford said.

Costs will cover T-shirts, hats, 
cups and trips to away games.

The first potential game for Blue 
Crew to attend will be the upcoming 

football game Saturday.
Those interested in becoming a 

member of Blue Crew are encour-
aged to contact Thedford or Han-
sen’s email.

Hansen said she hopes students 
are encouraged to “Be loud and 
proud and silly.”

Marissa Muskievicz can be 
reached at 581-2812 

or mmmuskievicz@eiu.edu.

» SPIRIT COnTinUED FrOM PAGE1

DomInIc BaIma | The DaIly eaSTeRn ne wS 
Fans of Eastern’s football team cheer in the stadium during a game against Southeast Missouri Nov. 19 at O’Brien Field. Students painted their bodies, showed off hand-made signs and waved 
blown up photos of players’ heads to cheer them on throughout the game.

Get running.
217-581-2816
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No image available.
Try advertising with us!

217-581-2816

Promote your next event 

by placing your insert 

& sticky note advertising 

in the DEN!

Call 581-2816 

for more info!

Get all the latest news and sports info, 
Like the Daily Eastern News on Facebook!

Check 
out this           
Friday’s 

VERGE 

Get all the latest info 
on what’s going on in 

music, movies, 
games, and fun here 

in Charleston!

Like Blogs, Vlogs, 
and Podcasts?

Check out ours
 at dennews.com

Help wanted

 Just tell your friend you   
 embarrassed her 
 because it was her 
 birthday...
            she’ll understand.

Run a birthday ad in the DEN!

Don’t miss a minute of coverage! 
Keep up-to-date on our Facebook and Twitter pages!

@den_news

Get the DEN sent straight to your email! 
Sign up today at DENnews.com

Have an upcoming
event? Want to get

the word out?

Run an ad with 
the DEN!

We have many 
specials available; 
get more for less!

Call 217-581-2816
to place your ad

TODAY!

Bring in new and 
keep returning 

customers!

Part-time merchandiser wanted. 
Charleston & Mattoon area. Send re-
sume to: Merchandiser, P.O Box 128, 
Olney, IL 62450.
_________________________11/22 
Start Now!! Drop ship on eBay. 
www.ds-masters.com. No Experience 
Needed. Train Today, Start Today.
 217-253-8922
_________________________11/22
Help Wanted: bartenders and waitress-
es. Apply in Person at Custom Smoke-
house in Mattoon. 235-0123
_________________________11/22
Immediate openings for friendly, cus-
tomer-oriented front desk representa-
tive. Apply in person, 920 W. Lincoln 
Ave., Charleston.
_________________________11/22
WE NEED YOU to help us end hunger! 
Start now! 5 smiles/hour! To see how, 
visit: www.eiu.edu/volunteer 

___________________ 12/4

For rent

Sublease Studio Apt. $525/month, 
won’t have to pay $80 utilities. 12 
month lease. 309-846-3923.
_________________________11/22
SUBLEASE AVAILABLE JAN. 2014: 1 BR 
APT., CLOSE TO CAMPUS. UTILITIES IN-
CLUDED. CALL 217-781-3581.

___________________ 12/9

Sublessors

BOWERS RENTALS - Available for 
Fall -  Newly remodeled 2 BR Apart-
ments- 1530 1st Street. Nice 3 BR 
House- 221 Grant-Directly across from 
Lantz. Everything’s new in the 3 BR at 
1718 11th Street! See all our great 
homes at eiuliving.com. 217-345-4001.
__________________________12/4
2 BR apts. on 9th Street across from 
Doudna. Reasonable. 217-345-2416.
__________________________12/4
3 bedroom apartment 1 block from 
campus. Parking space included. $825/
month. Call Ryan 217-722-4724. 
__________________________12/5
AVAILABLE JAN.: Spacious 2BR 2BA 
Apt, 2 Blocks from Campus, Furnished, 
W/D, Balcony, Walk-in Closets, Room-
mate Match Available. MUST SEE!  
217-345-5515
__________________________12/6
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2014  1 and 3 
bedroom apts., one block north of Old 
Main on 6th Street. 
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
__________________________12/6
NEW 2 BEDROOM APTS DIRECTLY 
ACROSS FROM BUZZARD ON 9th 
STREET washer, dryer, dishwasher, mi-
crowave, major appliances, central 
heat and a/c. Call us for more details. 
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
__________________________12/6
AVAILABLE JAN: Spacious 2 BR 2BA 
Apt., 2 blocks from campus. Furnished, 
W/D, Balcony, Walk-in Closets, Room-
mate Match Available. MUST SEE! 
217-345-5515
__________________________12/6
STUDIO & ONE BEDROOM APTS lo-
cated in “The Fields,”  3 blocks from 
campus, available August 2014.  
Washer, dryer, dishwasher, microwave, 
major appliances, central heat and a/c. 
All apts. are less than 5 years old. 
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
__________________________12/6

3 BR Townhouse. Must see/ 9th & Bu-
chanan. Call 630-505-8374. 
__________________________12/9
Very nice 1 & 2 BR apts. for next school 
year. Newly remodeled, trash, water in-
cluded. Walk-in closet, central AC, 
complete fitness center. Call 
815-600-3129.
__________________________12/9
Short term lease apartments available 
starting Jan. 2014 (Spring Semester.) 
Trash/ water included, very clean. 
Great for student teachers. 
815-600-3129 leave message.
__________________________12/9
Upscale living for next fall! 
EIUStudentRentals.com, 217-345-9595
__________________________12/9
4, 5, and 6 BR houses for Fall. 
EIUStudentRentals.com 217-345-9595 
__________________________12/9
2 bedroom apartment on 9th Street 
available immediately!  All inclusive 
pricing!  Call 549-1449 
__________________________12/9
1, 2, 3 BR Apts. Now, January, June or 
Fall 2014. 1 Blk from Lantz Gym. 
217-273-2048 or 217-254-0754.
__________________________12/9
AVAILABLE 2014-2015: 6 BR house, 
1406 7th St. Newer appliances, W/D, 
$325/person. 847-921-3180
__________________________12/9
3 BR House. W/D, Dishwasher, C/A, 
$325/person. 217-273-2048 or 
217-254-0754. 
__________________________12/9
WOULD YOU LIKE AN APT IN THE CEN-
TER OF CAMPUS!? CHECK US OUT! ONE 
AVAILABLE JANUARY! LEASE TERM OP-
TION. VISIT SAMMYRENTALS.COM OR 
CALL/TEXT 217-549-4011. PRIVATE 
AND  LOCALLY OWNED
__________________________12/9
AVAILABLE JANUARY: 1 BR apts. Water 
and trash included. Off-street parking, 
3 blocks from campus. $390/month. 
Buchanan St. Apartments, 345-1266, 
www.buchananst.com
__________________________12/9

Super nice 2 BR apartments. Stove, 
fridge, W/D, dishwasher, enclosed 
back deck. Available now, 276-4509
__________________________12/9
Available Now! 2 or 3 bedroom 
apartments. Reduced pricing. 
Roommate matching available. Very 
close to campus. 345-RENT, 
www.unique-properties.net
  _________________________12/9
3 & 4 BD, 2 BATH FURNISHED OR UN-
FURNISHED. LARGE, CLEAN, AND WELL 
MAINTAINED! WASHER/DRYER, AND 
ALL APPLIANCES INCLUDED! RENT AS 
LOW AS $300.00! 1140 EDGAR DR. 
WWW.JBAPARTMENTS.COM 
217-345-6100
__________________________12/9
Newly remodeled houses. 3, 4, 5 BR. 
217-962-0790
__________________________12/9
Stay Unique! Lease now for 2014-
2015. Apartments, Duplexes, and 
Houses available. 1-5 bedrooms. 
New all-inclusive pricing. Room-
mate matching available. Call today 
for your apartment showing. 
217-345-RENT, 
www.unique-properties.net
__________________________12/9
P.P. & W Properties. Please contact us 
at www.ppwrentals.com, 
217-348-8249.
__________________________12/9
2 BR Apt. Close to Campus. For Rent 
Fall 2014. Furnished. Pet Friendly. 
All Inclusive. Call or text 273-2048 or 
273-6820. 
__________________________12/9
Going Fast, Don’t Miss Out! South 
Campus Suites: 2 bedroom town-
houses or 2 bedroom 2 bath apart-
ments available for Fall 2014. Newly 
Constructed! Beautifully Furnished! 
Water and Trash included! Free Tan-
ning! Fitness Center and Laundry! 
Pets Welcome! Call now for your 
showing! 345-RENT, 
www.unique-properties.net. Stay 
Unique! 
__________________________12/9 

Large 2 BR Apt. For Rent, Fall 2014. 
Pet Friendly. All Inclusive. Call or 
text 273-2048 or 273-6820. 
__________________________12/9
2014 Spring Semester. Furnished 2 
BR Apt. Close to Campus. Pet Friend-
ly. All Inclusive Available. Call or 
text 273-2048 or 273-6820. 
__________________________12/9
2014 Spring Semester. Furnished, 
Large 1 BR Apt. Close to Campus. Pet 
Friendly. All Inclusive Available. Call 
or text 273-2048 or 273-6820. 
__________________________12/9
CLOSE!!! Apts. for 1-3. Grads and Un-
dergrads. www.woodrentals.com. 
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor 
345-4489. 
__________________________1/23
4 Bedroom Brittany Ridge Townhouse. 
275/month per person. W/D, Trash in-
cluded. Call/text 708-254-0455
__________________________1/27
3 Bedroom furnished apartment for 
2014-15 school year. $185 per student 
for a 10 month lease, no pets. Call 
345-3664.
__________________________1/31
Large 3 bedroom furnished apartment 
for 2014-15 school year. Call 345-3664.
__________________________1/31
AVAILABLE JANUARY 2014 -Studio 
and 1 bedroom apt in “The Fields”. 
washer, dryer, dishwasher, central heat 
and a/c.  www.ppwrentals .com 
217/348-8249
___________________________2/7
Litteken Rentals. 217-276-6867 1, 2, 3, 
4 BR apts. July - Aug. availability. 
www.littekenrentals.com 

___________________ 3/31

DON’T BEAR THE 
ECONOMY 

RUN AN AD IN THE 

DEN
581-2816

Don’t miss a minute of coverage! 
Keep up-to-date on our Facebook and Twitter pages!

@den_news



For the in-depth version of this 
article go to: 

dailyeasternnews.com
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Northern all hype, no bite in bowl game expectations

By Bob Reynolds
Staff reporter | @BobreynoldsDEn

Despite losing both games in the Plaza Lights 
Classic tournament in Kansas City, Mo. during 
the weekend, Eastern women’s basketball coach 
Debbie Black said she was excited about the 
freshmen that stepped up for the Panthers.

Freshman Georgia Danos provided seven as-
sists and did not commit any turnovers, and Kay-
cee Kallenberger scored six points and pulled 
down five rebounds in 10 minutes of play. Black 
also said Erica Brown gave Eastern energy off the 
bench, picking up five rebounds in 13 minutes 
of play.

“Those things I think we can build on,” Black 
said. “I can’t really talk about the first game this 
weekend because it was awful. In the second 
game, we bounced back, but we were also down 
17. I think in the past with this team, we would 
have lost by 30. We actually had a chance to win 
the game. I thought our young kids stepped up, 
that was what I was most proud of.”

Eastern lost 79-46 to the University of Al-
abama at Birmingham on Friday and then lost 
by seven to the University of Missouri-Kansas 
City the following day. Foul trouble was a prob-
lem again for the Panthers, which is why the 
freshmen were in the game, Black said. At one 
point in the first half on Friday, Black had four 
freshmen on the court along with senior Katlyn 
Payne. 

Eastern’s Sabina Oroszova picked up her third 
foul at the 19:05 mark of the second half in the 
game on Saturday against Missouri-Kansas City, 
which caused Black to sit the junior forward on 
the bench about two minutes later. 

Oroszova has fouled out in two of the first sev-
en games, and has had four fouls in four of the 
seven games, which has made Black limit her 
minutes. Black said Oroszova, who still leads the 
team in scoring at 15.1 points a game, is too im-
portant to the team for her to constantly get in 
foul trouble. 

“She needs to figure out how to stay in the 
game,” Black said. “We almost have to start to 
think she is not going to be in there. We have 
tried a lot of things. We try to start in zone. We 
try to start in man. We try to give her the least 
aggressive offensive player.”

Bob Reynolds can be r
eached at 581-2812

 or rjreynolds@eiu.edu

Freshmen 
give 
Panthers 
spark

By Anthony Catezone
Sports Editor | @AnthonyCatz

The Northern Illinois football team is once 
again in the Mid-American Conference cham-
pionship and is ranked No. 14 in the BCS, 
whoop-dee-freaking-doo. 

Such praise for the Huskies is overrated and 
undeserved. Quarterback Jordan Lynch is a 
monster — the brute of a defensive end com-
bined with the attack of a running back. He 
simply runs over and through opponents. He 
did so against Eastern with ease for 189 yards 
on the ground behind an 8.2 average.

Lynch is Northern’s offense. But can he do 
anything other than run? In his two record-set-
ting games for rushing yards by a quarterback 
— 316 against Central Michigan and more re-
cently 321 against Western Michigan on Nov. 
26 — Lynch threw for an average of less than 
100 yards per game.

Lynch was a combined 25-of-47 for 194 
yards, two touchdowns and an interception 
against Central Michigan and Western Michi-
gan, and average of 4.1 yards per pass attempt. 
In addition, it is easy to have such record-set-

ting performances against mediocre MAC op-
ponents. Outside of Northern’s 12-0 overall re-
cord, the remaining 12 MAC teams are 16-32 
in their non-conference schedule, a .333 win 
percentage. To be fair, Northern did not become 
the country’s fourth best rushing offense (319 
yards per game) and ninth best scoring offense 
(43 points per game) solely based on strength of 
schedule. But put Northern in the Big 10 Con-
ference and such success would not be repli-
cated. Northern beat Iowa in the first week of 
the season 30-27 off a game-winning field goal 

with four seconds left, but Lynch was held to 
56 rushing yards on 22 attempts (2.5 yards per 
rush). That same Iowa team beat Western Mich-
igan by 56 points. The Huskies beat the Bron-
cos by 19. Also, Bowling Green, a team North-
ern will play for the MAC championship, lost 
to Indiana 42-10 this season. Indiana finished 
eighth in the Big 10, while Bowling Green 
managed to score just 10 points on the nation’s 
117th ranked scoring defense.

It is no question that Northern’s recent suc-
cess is largely because of the lack of competition 
in the MAC. To take it one step further, East-
ern’s football team could contend just as equally 
as a MAC team, if it were to leave the FCS for 
the FBS. Aside from Iowa, which beat Northern 
by three points, Eastern’s 43-39 loss to North-
ern is the Huskies’ closest game marginally. 
Eastern led that game 20-0 with less than eight 
minutes into the game and Panthers’ coach 
Dino Babers clearly outsmarted coach Rod Car-
ey of the Huskies, especially in the first quar-
ter, along with the cojones to go for it on sev-
eral fourth down attempts and two-point con-
versions. 

Panthers’ quarterback Jimmy Garoppo-

lo outshined Lynch passing for 450 yards and 
six touchdowns with two interceptions. As for 
Lynch, he threw for 235 yards, one touchdown 
and two interceptions. Northern won the game, 
but Eastern made its case that it could contend 
with the No. 14 ranked team in the country, a 
ranking that is mainly credited because it plays 
in a dull conference.

Which is why Northern fans should quit 
pouting about how the Huskies deserve more 
recognition and Jordan Lynch is the great-
est player to ever step onto a football field. 
Northern is getting recognized for more than 
it should. Enjoy it. But even if they win the 
MAC, the Huskies and their fans can have fun 
getting walloped in a second straight BCS bowl 
game. Meanwhile, Eastern will make its run in 
the FCS playoffs as the No. 2 seed. It’s an easy 
choice which has the better possible outcome.

Hey, at least the Huskies still have the “Kick 
the cat” flyers from their four-point win over 
the Panthers on Sept. 21.

Anthony Catezone can be 
reached at 581-2812 

or ajcatezone@eiu.edu.

Anthony Catezone
@AnthonyCatz

AmAndA Wilkinson | The dAily eAsTeRn ne Ws 
Erica Brown, a freshman forward, shoots a free throw against Western Illinois University during a match Nov. 25 in Lantz Arena.
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: #EIU wide receiver Adam Drake is the week’s Top Cat, as named by the Daily Eastern News

Offensive woes haunt Panthers Basketball
By Anthony Catezone
Sports Editor | @AnthonyCatz

The Eastern men’s basketball team is 
second to last in the Ohio Valley Con-
ference in points per game.

The Panthers most recently lost to 
Western Kentucky 68-53, which after 
jumping out to a 16-7 lead, were out-
scored 61-37 by the Hilltoppers in the 
last 32 minutes of the game.

Eastern has scored more than 55 
points just twice against its five Divi-
sion I opponents.  Eastern beat NAIA 
schools Roosevelt University and Oliv-
et Nazarene 89-67 and 67-60. Eastern 

is also shooting 44.5 percent this sea-
son, ninth in the OVC. The Panthers 
have shot 40 percent or less than in 
four of their seven games this season.

Players of the week
Morehead State guard Angelo War-

ner earned Ohio Valley Conference co-
Offensive Player of the Week, after av-
eraging 22.0 points, 5.5 rebounds, 
three assists and 2.5 steals per game 
while making 18-of-28 shots (64.3 
percent) in two games at the Las Ve-
gas Invitational.

Warner had a team-high 22 points 
in each game, including a 10-of-
12-shooting-performance (83.3 per-

cent) for the Eagles’ Thanksgiving Day 
victory over Chattanooga.

He capped the week by hitting 8-of-
16 (50 percent) shots while also pull-
ing down eight rebounds, dishing out 
three assists and recording three steals 
in an overtime loss to Gardner-Webb. 
He currently ranks sixth in the OVC 
in scoring (17.3 points per game) and 
leads the OVC and ranks 29th nation-
ally in steals (2.56 per game).

Senior guard Lucas Nutt of South-
east Missouri shared OVC co-Offen-
sive Player of the Week. He averaged 
15.3 points, five assists and two re-
bounds per game while making 14-of-
20 (70 percent) from the field, 5-of-7 

from 3-point range and 13-of-16 from 
the free throw line.

The Redhawks won three games to 
capture the championship at the Cure 
UCD Classic in Puerto Vallarta, Mexi-
co. The senior scored a season-high 21 
points off 6-of-6 shooting in the Red-
hawks’ win over Northern Kentucky 
to open the event. He followed that 
with seven points, five assists and two 
steals in a 30-point victory over Tu-
lane.

He then capped the event by hitting 
6-of-8 shots and scoring 18 points in a 
victory over Texas State; in that contest 
he dished out seven assists and grabbed 
six rebounds. Nutt ranks eighth in the 

nation in with 6.5 assists per game.
Fellow Redhawk Jarekious Bradley, 

a transfer from East Mississippi Com-
munity College, earned the Newcomer 
of the Week award for the third time 
this season after averaging 16.7 points, 
6.3 rebounds and 1.3 steals per game.

Anthony Catezone can be 
reached at 581-2812

 or ajcatezone@eiu.edu.

By Aldo soto
Assistant Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21

The Ohio Valley Conference 
entered the 2013 FCS playoffs 
with three teams in the postsea-
son tournament and after the open-
ing round the number remains the 
same.

Eastern earned i t s  automat-
ic berth with its second straight 
OVC title and had Tennessee State 
and Jacksonville State joins it in the 
playoffs.

Successful 1st round for 
OVC

As the Panthers rested during the 
weekend, having received a first-
round bye, Jacksonville State and 
Tennessee State both had convinc-
ing wins.

The Tigers went on the road 
and played Butler in Indianapo-
lis, Ind., and shutout the Bulldogs 
31-0. That was Tennessee State’s 
first shutout since Nov. 11, 2006, 
against Southeast Missouri. 

Tennessee State had junior quar-
terback Michael German return 
from a shoulder injury after missing 
the team’s last five games. German 
threw two touchdown passes and 
led the Tigers to their first playoff 
win since 1986.

Eastern will host the Tigers at 
1 p.m. Saturday at O’Brien Field. 
This will be the second time both 
teams play each other, with the first 
meeting ending in a 34-16 Eastern 
win in Nashville, Tenn., on Oct. 
26.

Jacksonville State also advanced 
to the second round after a re-
sounding 55-14 win at home over 
Samford. The Gamecocks scored 
early and often, jumping out to a 
17-0 lead after the first quarter and 
heading into halftime they were up 
38-0.

Jacksonville State scored five 
rushing touchdowns, led by De-
Marcus James, who scored two. 
James carried the ball 22 times and 
rushed for 124 yards.

Eli Jenkins also rushed for more 
than 100 yards, as the quarterback 
had 12 carries for 115 yards. Jen-
kins also scored a touchdown for 
the Gamecocks.

Telvin Brown and Miles Jones 
also scored a touchdown apiece and 
added 80 and 32 rushing yards, re-
spectively. The Gamecocks rushed 
for 367 total yards on 60 attempts, 
averaging 6.1 yards per carry.

Samford scored a touchdown in 
the third and fourth quarters, but 
struggled to maintain any consis-
tency on offense, converting 2-of-
14 third-down conversions. Jack-
sonville State was able to contain 
the Samford running game, allow-
ing 93 yards on 35 carries, averag-

ing 2.7 yards per attempt. Samford 
only had 201 total yards on offense.

The Gamecocks will now be on 
the road Saturday and will play 
McNeese State at 6 p.m. in Lake 
Charles, La., in Cowboy Stadium. 

McNeese State is ranked No. 6 
in the FCS Coaches Poll and in the 
Sports Network Top-25 Poll.

Winners and losers
The other six matchups in the 

first round of the playoffs had four 
home teams win, while Furman and 
South Dakota State both won on 
the road.

Furman defeated South Caroli-
na State 30-20 in Oliver C. Dawson 
Bulldog Stadium, Orangeburg, S.C. 
The Paladins managed to extend 
their 13-10 halftime lead to 27-
13, after two third-quarter touch-
downs. South Carolina State scored 
a touchdown with 13:22 remaining 
in the fourth quarter that made it 
27-20, but could not get any clos-
er. Furman added a late field goal to 
put the game away. 

Furman will now play against 
North Dakota State, which is the 
No. 1 ranked team in the FCS and 
has the No. 1 overall seed in the 
playoffs. South Dakota State trav-
eled to Flagstaff, Ariz., and beat 
Northern Arizona 26-7. 

The Jackrabbits allowed a touch-
down in the second quarter with 
9:56 left in the half and then re-
sponded with 26 unanswered points 
to advance to the second half.

Zach Zenner led South Dako-
ta State with 249 rushing yards and 
two touchdowns. 

Reggie Gandy added to the Jack-
rabbits’ running game with 51 yards 
on 11 carries and one touchdown. 
South Dakota State will play East-
ern Washington at 3 p.m. Saturday 
in Roos Field. 

New Hampsh i re ,  Fordham, 
Coastal Carolina and Sam Hous-
ton State all won their first-round 
games at home. 

 Those four teams won their 
games by average margin of 25.8 
points, with Sam Houston State, 
New Hampshire and Coastal Car-
olina all winning by at least 24 
points.

Fordham, which won 37-27 over 
Sacred Heart, will play at Towson at 
noon on Saturday.

New Hampshire will play Maine 
at 1 p.m. and Coastal Carolina will 
play on the road as well against 
Montana. 

Sam Houston State will play at 
7 p.m. against Southern Louisiana, 
which received the No. 4 overall 
seed in the playoffs.

Aldo Soto can be
 reached at 581-2812

 or asoto2@eiu.edu.
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