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“Tell the truth and don’t be afraid.”

SPORTS @ Panther foothall signs 13 recruits: page 12

HE DAILY

EASTE

VOLLME 9, [SSLF 18

thedailyeasternnews.com

RNNEWS ?2

THURSDAY
FEBRUARY

rh Anniversary

Eastern Illinois University, Charleston

NURSING PROGRAM

National shortage
affects hospitals,
universities

By Kavia CrOw
ADMINISTRATION EDITOR

The country is feeling the effects of a nurs-
ing shortage, as Eastern contnues to work
toward offering a nursing degree on campus.

According to a Jan. 2, article by the Voice
of America News, the United States current-
ly has more than 100,000 empty nursing
jobs.

The article also states that the U.S. Labor
Department expects there to be 800,000
positions available by the year 2020.

The shortage is also affecting many hospi-
tals in [llinois and the nursing programs that
train their nurses.

Eric Benson, vice president of Human
Resources at Sarah Bush Lincoln Health
Center in Mattoon, said the hospital has
slightly experienced the shortage.

While there are some openings at Sarah
Bush, its vacancy rate is stll below the
national average, he said

The reason the hospital has not had as
many vacancies as many other hospitals
across the country, is because it actively
recruits nursing students from across the
state.

Benson said the hospital gets many of its
new nurses by going to job fairs at colleges
and universities throughout the state, includ-
ing Bradley University in Peoria.

Marilyn Miller, nursing student coordina-
tor at Bradley, said the university’s program
currently has 283 students, which is much
higher than last year’s enrollment. She attrib-
utes this increase in part to the nursing short-
age.

ErR1IC HILTNER/THE DAILY EASTERN NEW.S
Workers gather around the Nurses’ Station on the fourth floor of Sarah Bush Lincoln Memorial Hospital Tuesday afternoon.

Hurting for nurses

“It definitely (is a factor),” she said.
“Because of the shortage, students know
nurses can get jobs when others can'.”

The students who go into nursing are
almost guaranteed a job because the current
shortage is not expected to get any better.

An article in the Sept. 19 Chicago Sun-
Times reported that by 2020 Illinois alone
will have a nursing shortage of 21,000 peo-
ple.

According to the article in the Voice of
America News, lllinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich
signed new laws aimed at attracting new
nurses to the state’s hospitals.

These laws include awarding grants for
students studying nursing, making it easier
for foreign nurses to practice in the state and
prohibiting hospitals from making their
nurses work overtime, the article stated.

Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center is tak-

see NURSES paGEs

STUDENT SENATE

Rock wall
on its way

By LAUREN MOORE
STUDENT GOVERNMENT EDITOR

Student Senate decided, despite mixed opinions,
$100,000 of students’ money will go toward building a
rock-climbing wall in the Student Recreation Center.

In addition to the $50,000 SRC fund for the wall, an
item was passed to accept $50,000 more from the
Apportionment Board.

The item passed 24 to 4 to 2.

Jillian Ruddy, vice president for business affairs, said
she thought the wall was a valuable opportunity for stu-
dents who are interested in using it for recreational and
educational purposes.

Last week, Ken Baker, director of the SRC, presented
his idea for the wall, which included what type of walls
were being looking at, where it would go and the results
of a survey taken of more than 700 students at Eastern.

Approximately 76 percent of the students said they
felt the rock-climbing wall would be a good invesument.

After discussing the idea with students, student body
president Ryan Berger wasnt convinced the wall would
benefit the students as a whole.

“I have some concerns on the presentation,” Berger
said. “T don't think some of us realize how big of a deal
it is. We're using $100,000 of fees, and there are mixed
opinions from students.”

Berger said he personally felt the wall was a greatidea,
but senate members should vote yes only if they had
talked to students and believed this is what they want.

Diversity Affairs chair, Tori Frazier, said she didnt
believe students would use the wall consistently:

“I talked to people, and they said it would be cool
and look neat, but they would use it sporadically,”
Frazier said. “They feel the money could be used in bet-

SEE SENATE PAGE 6

‘We’re just doing other things’

American
Liter qtture

JAY GRABIEC/THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Booth Library has created a special display featuring many well-known, African-American authors

City does not officially honor
Black History Month

By Ros SieBerT
STAFF REPORTER

Charleston city officials currendy have no
plans to celebrate Black History Month.
According to City Manager Scott Smith, the city
does not intend to disregard the importance of
the month. Rather, Charleston City Council

only officially recognizes state holidays, such as
Presidents Day, Good Friday and Memorial
Day, among others.

Smith said he anticipates that the council will
acknowledge Black History Month at a future
meeting, but that will be the extent of it.

“Its not that we're not supportive, we just
don't outright acknowledge anything not sanc-
toned by the state,” Smith said.

Smith noted that the council has always been
supportive of Eastern’s Black History Month cel-

and novelists for Black History Month.

ebratons. He cited that former Mayor Dan
Cougill, as well as various city officials, have
often attended Easterns African-American
Heritage Banquet in previous years.

The Charleston Carnegie Public Library also
does not intend to take any celebratory meas-
ures.

“There’s no particular reason (the library does
not celebrate),” Children’s Librarian Judy Looby
said. “We're just doing other things.”

Looby cites preschool story hours and craft
programs as the activities with which the chil-
dren’s section of the library is currently occupied.

Like the city council, Looby assures that the
library does not intend to disrespect Black
History Month. In previous years, Looby has
asked children to write whart their dream is, as a
tribute to Martin Luther King, Jr. She has also
helped many students with black history-related
school reports.

In contrast, Carl Sandburg Elementary
School does intend to celebrate the month and

to educate the students on its importance.

st HERITAGE pace 7
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EASTERN NEWS

The Daily Eastern News is produced by the
students of Eastern Hlinois University.

It is published daily Monday through Friday,

in Charleston, 1., during fall and spring
semesters and twice weekly during the
summer term except during school vacations
or examinations. Subscription price: $50 per
semester, $30 for summer, $95 all year.

The DEN is a member of The Associated Press,
which is entitled to exclusive use of all articles

appearing in this paper.
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CAMPUS BRIEFS

Apportionment board on own agenda

Discussions about the

Apportonment Board's own bylaws

and line-item transfers in its budget

are on the agenda for tonights meet-
ing.
AB chair Jillian Ruddy said the

board might also discuss the outline of

budget presentations that will wke
place between Feb. 16 and March 2.
Student Government, University
Board and Campus Recreaton all
make budget presentations for the
coming year.
If these fee-funded groups need a

larger budget, the Apportionment
Board must approve the new budget
prior to its presentation to the Student

Senate, Ruddy said.

During budget approval, the
Apportionment Board makes correc-
tons to budget requests to make sure
that they are worded correctly and
more likely to be approved, she said.

The Apportionment Board will
meet at 7 tonight in the Arcola-
Tuscola Room of the Martin Luther
King Jr. University Union.

Peace Gorps presents info

session

Students interested in joining the
Peace Corps, or learning more about
it, can attend an information session

at 6 tonight in the Martnsville Room
on the third floor of the Martin
Luther King Jr. University Union.

Korean War experiences

taught through film
Asian

Organization will sponsor the show-
ing of “Taegukgi: The Brotherhood of
War” at 6 tonight in the Phipps
Lecture Hall in room 1205 of the
Physical Science building. After the
film, the ACO will hold a discussion
for students and faculty to learn about
the experiences of soldiers in the

Korean War.

Eastern’s Cinema

TODAY’S EVENTS

Art contest deadline
11a.m. | African American
Heritage Celebration Art
contest entry deadline.
Afro-American Culture
Center.

Technology Events
2 p.m. | This workshop is
intended for individuals
wanting to learn how to
use the basic features of
SPSS. CATS Training Lab,
McAfee 1214.

‘School Daze’
5 8 p.m. | Movie part of
African American Heritage
Month Celebration.
Lumpkin Auditorium.

STIR CRAZY

Eric HILTNER/
THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Laura Colgan, a
sophmore communica-
tion disorders major,
patiently waits while her
chicken stirfry is
prepared in the Carman
Hall dining center
Wednesday afternoon

COLLEGE & UNIVERSITY NEWS

Bill threatens federal loan interest rates

Dany Kent STaTer (KenT State U.)

KENT, Ohio - Students may soon
be able to borrow more money
through federal loans — but the gov-
ernment would also be able to ke
more from students.

A budget reconciliaton bill will
most likely create federal savings by
increasing the cost of borrowing
loans, said Mark Ewvans, director of
student financial aid.

The bill is trying to balance the

federal government's budget by cut-
tng funds to programs. It could trim
up to $12.7 billion from student loan
programs, about a third of the total
proposed cuts, according to The
Chronicle of Higher Education. A
final draft of the bill still needs to be
approved by both the Senate and the
House of Representatives.

Currently, interest rates for federal
loans can change, but they will
become fixed if the budget bill pass-
es, Evans said.

Gaffeine affects students'
health, teeth and wallets

THE LouisviLLE CARDINAL

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Consuming
soft drinks is America's other favorite
pastime. In 2000, the average
American consumed more than 53
gallons of soft drinks, according
the Nartional Soft Drink Association.
In 2004, soft drink giants Pepsi and
Coca-Cola both earned over $20 bil-
lion in sales.

Bur for every gulp to quench your
thirst, you're adding miles you'll have
to run later on the treadmill, increas-
ing your risk of health problems and
dropping a buck and a quarter into
Pepsi's or Coke's company bank
account.

"People take in more calories than
their body burns, which leads to
weight  gain,”  said
Kuppersmith, an instructor and
nutritionist for U of L's Family and
Geriatric Medicine department.

Nancy

WTF?

Puppies used to move drugs, 3 die

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Colombian drug

dealers turned puppies into couriers
by surgically implantdng them with
packets of heroin, federal authorites
said Wednesday.

Investigators believe the ring used
the dogs, as well as human drug swal-
lowers, to conceal millions of dollars
in liquid heroin on commercial flights

into New York City for distribution
on the East Coast.

Ten puppies, including Labrador
retrievers, were rescued during a 2005
raid on a farm in Colombia, the Drug
Enforcement Administration said,
while announcing more than 30
arrests.

A veterinarian had stitched a total

of 3 kilograms of heroin into the bel-
lies of six pups. Three later died from

infections after the drugs were
removed.

It was unclear how many dogs were
used in the overall scheme, and inves-
tigators do not know their fate after
they arrived on U.S. soil, said John P
Gilbride, head of the DEA's New
York office.

"I think it's outrageous and heinous
that they'd use small, innocent pup-
pies in this way,” he said.

EARLY HEADLINES

Listen to “Wake Up Live” with
Rob and Jenn Monday through
Friday for morning headlines on
88.9 or at

weiuhitmix.net
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New state law cracks
down on meth making

COMING SOON!T
Grant View Apartments
*10 UNITS
* 4 BEDROOM
xFULLY FURNISHED

Cold medications buyers now
subject to logs, limits on medicines

By RoB SieBerT
STAFF REPORTER

Both methamphetamine dealers and people
with colds in Illinois might be fresh out of luck
thanks to a new state law purt into effect on
Jan. 15.

The new law requires individuals purchas-
ing Sudafed, Nyquil and other cold medicines
containing ephedrine and pseudoephedrine to
be 18 or older. In additon, purchasers must
present a valid identficaton and sign their
name to a buyer’s log. The names will then be
entered into a statewide database, which will
allow police to track meth producers.

Customers are also limited to purchasing
two packages of regulated cold tablets per
month.

“The best way to cut down on the use of
meth on a local level is to restrict its availabili-
ty,” said Lt. Hank Pauls of the Charleston
Police Department. “And you cant make it
without (ephedrine and pseudophedrine).
You're going to be a little more apprehensive
about showing your ID and signing a regis-
tered document.”

Mark Peyton, commander of the East
Central Illinois Drug Task Force, said Coles
County is one of the leading counties in the
state of Illinois as far as methamphetamine
problems are concerned.

While Peyton thinks the new law is a big
step in the fight against meth, the problem will
persist.

“I do think it will have an effect, but [
would not say itll be a crushing effect,” he
said.

Since the laws inception, some local phar-
macies have experienced mild complaints but
nothing serious enough to note specifically, he
said.

Amy Malmen, a pharmacist at the
Medicine Shoppe in Mattoon, notes that a
customer’s intentions can sometimes be
painfully obvious if they conveniently dont
have an ID.

Even before the law’s passing, some pharma-
cies had already begun logging names.
According o Malmen, the Medicine Shoppe
has been doing so for four months.

Meanwhile, pharmacist Steve Cull of Prairie
Medical Pharmacy in Charleston is simply

Information on lllinois’ new
methamphetamine law:

Passed on May 2, 2005
Took effect Jan. 15

# No cold medicines containing
ephedrine and pseudoephedrine
can be sold to consumers under
18 years old

¢ Buyers must show valid identi-
fication and sign buyer’s log

¢ Consumers are limited to two
packages of cold medicine tablets
per month

% lowa, Missouri, Alabama,
Georgia, Oregon and Oklahoma
have adopted similar laws or
practices to cut down on meth
production and use

happy to be a part of the solution to the meth
issue.

“I think if it's going to help the meth prob-
lem at all, its entrely worth it,” he said.

While the process may be an inconvenience
to those actually suffering from cold symp-
toms, Pauls is certain that its hardly a serious
one.

“Two boxes (of Sudafed) a month is a rea-
sonable amount. Plus, there are other medica-
tions available,” Pauls said. “It’s just unfortu-
nate that (these drugs have) an ulterior use.”

[llinois is not the only state to place restric-
tions on cold medication. Alabama, Georgia
and Oregon are among the other states that
have passed such laws.

lowa and Missouri were among the first
states to restrict the purchase of cold medicine.
But the first state to create a database for fre-
quent buyers was Oklahoma after individuals
whose car contained a meth lab killed three
state troopers in a car accident.

The law was passed on May 2, 2005, and
other states have been following suit ever since.

“As this takes hold in each state, we're hop-
ing to push pill buyers across the border,”
Pauls said.

¥12 MONTH LEASE

¥ READY - AUGUST 2006

345- 3353

WWW. gr.:nl\-'lcw.lal‘. com
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A new apartment complex, Grant View Apartments, is being built at Grant Avenue and First Street.
Construction should be finished in time for students to move in to the complex this fall.

New apartment complex
going up on ‘good location’

By KRISTEN LARSEN
CITY EDITOR

Another apartment complex will be available
for students who want to have a place of their
own off campus this fall.

The new complex, Grant View Apartments,
is being built on Grant Avenue and First Street
on what seems to be the last of the “good loca-
tion,” said both Mayor John Inyart and com-
plex co-owner Chad Lowell.

Along with Grant View Apartments, there
are several other complexes such as Brittany
Ridge Apartments and Park Place Apartments
that are close to campus.

With only a parking lot between the new
apartments and Lanwz Arena, residents should
be able to watch football games from the sec-
ond floor of the new complex, Lowell said.

Grant View Apartments is a family-owned
business run by Chuck and Ronda Lowell, and
their son and daughter-in-law, Chad and Krisd
Lowell. The complex is being built on land
owned by the family.

“I lived there (the family land) when I was
going to Eastern and was in dlasses in Coleman
and Lumpkin,” Chad Lowell said. “And it was
nice still being so close o campus.”

The complex is targeted toward students,
mainly those with classes at Lanw. Students
interested can start signing leases now, Lowell
said. One of the 10 available units has already
been rented.

The complex will be two stories with five
units on each level. Each unit is a four-bed-

room apartment with two full baths. The units
will also be fully furnished and the complex will
have a washer and dryer.

“It will be a nice additon to the neighbor-
hood,” Inyart said.

Brittany Ridge like Grant View Apartments,
is close and it has four-bedroom apartments
located behind Carman Hall.

“It’s very convenient for students and a lot
seem to like it,” said Doug Sager, who owns six
units.

Unlike Grant View Apartments, Brittany
Ridge units are three stories each, with a bed-
room on the bottom floor, a living area in the
middle and three bedrooms upstairs.

Right across from the Martin Luther King Jr.
University Union and University Police
Department are the Park Place Apartments.
The apartments have been recently remolded
with new carpet, linoleum and paint.

“We fixed the apartments that might have
said
manger of Park Place

been beaten up by previous tenants,”
Jennifer Harris,
Apartments.

Park Place Apartments are fully furnished
with covered parking. Some of the apartments
also have balconies.

“Right now if a person signs the day they
view the apartment, they can receive $100.”
Harris said.

Harris said many people not in college
wouldn't be happy in the apartments because
the complexes are geared toward students, but
they would not turn non-students away.

It’s not too late to have the
apartment of your dreams!

217-345-5022

UNIQUE PROPERTIES

PRICES

WITH SO0 MANY DIFFERENT LOCATIONS, APARTMENTS, & FLOORPLANS,
At Unique Properties we make it easy to find the apartment of your dreams.

illennium Place

* The Atrinm
Panther Heights *

Campus Edge *

Century Crossmg

Courtyard on
The East View

Grant View
Apartments

Coming Soon: Aug 2006

o4 Bedroom
Apartments

© 10 Units Fully
Furnished

Very Close to Campus

Located on the corner of
1st & Grant

Call Today for
Reservations

345-3353

WE DELIVER!
Best Chicago-style
Chinese food in town
Sun - Thur: 11am - Spm
Fri - Sat: 11am - 10pm
348-1232
1140 Lincoln Ave.
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COMMENTARY

SARAH WHITNEY
MANAGING EDITOR

[T HAPPENS
SOMETIMES

It has been about a year since my boyfriend and I moved in
together, and we're still as much in love, if not more than
before. This was proved to me beyond a reasonable doubt yes-
terday, when we woke up to a war zone.

In June, we adopted two half-blooded himalayan kittens.
They are the best-behaved kLittens, and I will never again own
a cat that isnt partially pure bred.

For Christmas, my step-grandma, who used to breed
himalayans, gave us an automatic cleaning kitty litter box. It
looks like a blue and white mini-spa. Sensors line its sides,
and after a cat does its business, a metal rake zips back and
forth through the litter and dumps the poop into a box,
which opens automatically.

This present was really mine. Working on the paper several
hours each day keeps me very busy, and the last thing I want
to do when I get home is to clean the cats' litter box.
Anything that makes my life easier, I can get excited about.
So, I assembled the kitty palace as soon as I got home.

The new box fascinated Mirri and Rashka, our two kittens.
It was the jumbo, deluxe version so it came with a huge lid
and it's own blue awning, under which the kittens crouched
while I pieced the thing together. After | poured the litter into
what seemed like a kitty-sized grand ballroom and attached
the awning and front porch (a white, fluffy board that the
special kitty can wipe her delicate paws on as she exits her
bathroom palace),
both kittens moved

“The rake had clogged, ..
and the apartment was
covered in dirty kitly

paw prints. ”

So much afflu-
ence confused
Mirri. She sat under
the awning and
tried to scoop the
litter out of the box
with her striped,
gray paw. [t was adorable. Rashka's gold eyes peered out from
the back of the box where he was investigating the rake. He
looked like a gray, fluffy lion sittng in its cave.

The directions suggested leaving the box on the lowest set-
tings for the first two days, as the moving rake might scare the
cats. But this wasn't true.

As soon as I'd plugged the box in, flipped the switch, and
activated the rake, the kittens went on red alert, like they'd
spotted a mouse. The moving rake fascinated them. For the
next few days, when the litter box began to clean itself, I'd
hear pitter-patter of kitten paws across the kitchen floor as
they scampered to watch. I could almost hear their amaze-
ment.

Alas, the convenience of not having to clean the litter box
on a regular basis was only temporary. Yesterday, Andrew and
I woke up to a war-zone. The rake had clogged, and the
apartment was covered in dirty kitty paw prints. Cat crap was
everywhere — the kitchen and bathroom floors, my desk and
the couch cover.

Sh*t had happened.

Instead of getting mad at each other or the cats, Andrew
and I worked together to contain the damage. I bathed
Rashka, while he mopped and vacuumed the floors. Then I
disinfected the floors, cabinets and tables, while he went o
Wal-mart and bought a new litter pan.

The kitty palace turned out to be more of a nightmare than
a time-saver. But everything is mostly returned to normal,
now. The floors are clean and so is my desk. The couch cover
will have to be washed. Both kitrens, while somewhat dis-
gruntled, are clean. And the palace is stored away in my car
trunk.

It’s better that way.

Whitney, a junior jowrnalism major,
can be reached at DENmanaging@gmail.com.

EDITORIAL CARTOON BY BRIAN O’MALLEY
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EDITORIAL

College lesson: credit card 101

Students on campus are constantly barraged
with credit card offers in the mail.

Students have to be aware that the reason they
are being sent these offers is because the credit
card companies know that they are a vulnerable
group.

There are the constant bills piling up along
with having to buy supplies for classes. Many
students are out on their own for the first time in
their lives.

At the same time, they are continuously just
short of cash and that helps them make the deci-
sion to take our a credit card.

Credit cards can be beneficial but students
must learn how to manage them before they take
them ourt. There are clear advantages to credit

cards.

When a student absolutely needs money, then a credit card

can be put to good use. But students have to know when an

emergency is real and when it is fabricated.

Another advantage is the fact that getting a credit card

establishes a credit line that companies use to determine

At issue

Credit card use
among college
students.

Our stance

Students should be
aware of the dangers
of credit cards. When
used correctly and
paid on time, credit
cards can be a very
convenient and
helpful payment
method. Bills not
being paid on time
will give a student
bad credit.

it, but in order to establish good credit they must
have a credit card.

The advantages are offser by the disadvantages
of gerting a credit card. But knowing these disad-
vantages will help students benefit from the
cards.

Suze Orman, financial expert from MSNBC,
listed some things that credit card users should
avoid doing in order to manage their credit cards
eftectively for Yahoo.com.

The obvious one is to avoid making late pay-
ments. One reason to do this is to make sure that
your rate doesn't change. A zero percent card can
be increased into the double-digit range just for
missing a payment deadline.

If you have multple cards, your late payments

on one can affect your interest rates on the others.

Students should also not use it as an ATM card. Cash
advances can be charged at higher rates than your credirt card.

By becoming more aware of what they are doing to their

tage.

whether people are financial risks or not. It is a never-ending

circle that students should be aware of.

In order to get a credit card a student must have good cred-

credit, students will be able ro use credit cards to their advan-

The editorial is the majority opinion of
The Daily Eastern News editorial board,

YOUR TURN: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

MORE THAN ONE MONTH
NEEDED TO LEARN HISTORY

America is one of the most ‘colorful
countries in the world, and thus, the basis
for millions of immigrants during the
development of this country.

In light of Black History Month,
Morgan Freeman, a prominent African-
American actor recently appeared on an
interview shunning the concept of Black
History Month. He claimed that black his-
tory could not be learned in a month, and
that he felt it was more racist to only
devote one month to the culture.

“When is White History month?”
Freeman added.

[ absolutely agree with him. The answer
is there is no white history month, and
there shouldn’t be. As a Natve American,
[ do not push for a Natdve American histo-
ry month, or any other month dedicated
to a race. Rather, we should learn all races
and the roles they have played and the lives
that were sacrificed for this country.

I completely agree with celebrating
influential players in our country, the
Lincolns, and MLK Jr.s. These people real-
ized something that I feel has been lost in

recent years, the idea of country over self.

Rather than learn from historical figures,
we hear that certain cities should be
“chocolate cities” a comment from the
mayor of New Orleans how can our prob-
lems with racism be cured if statements
like this are made? Underneath the person
to your left and right, regardless of color we
are all Americans and we should make
every effort not o forget that.

CHip LyNN
SEMIOR, POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: The Daily Eastern News accepts letters to the editor addressing local, state, national and intemational issues. They should be less
than 250 words and include the authors’ name, telephone number and address. Students should indicate their year in school and major. Faculty, administration
and staff should indicate their position and department. Letters whose authors cannot be verified will not be printed. We reserve the right to edit letters for
length. Letters can be sent to The Daily Eastern News at 1811 Buzzard Hall, Charleston IL 61920; faxed to 217-581-2923; or e-mailed to

DENeic@gmail.com



THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2006

THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

PAGE 5

Senior class enrollment largest in Eastern’s history

By Jessica CANTARELU AND Kayia Crow
STAFF EDITORS

Eastern’s spring enrollment has increased
after a record-breaking fall enrollment.

The senior class, with 3,293 currently
enrolled, is the largest it has been in recent his-
tory.

The number of seniors on campus rose by
444, going from 2,849 to 3,293.

Julia Abell, who works in the Enrollment
Management Office, said she thinks this
increase can be attributed to a number of
things, such as seniors who are student teach-

ing.

“Next fall, with the large senior class gone,
we'll have better numbers to control,” she said.

President Lou Hencken said because of the
large graduating class, Eastern is predicting
enrollment for next fall to be smaller than in
2005.

“It is a positive thing because of the fact that
the chances of graduation are excellent,”
Hencken said. “Seniors also graduate and need
to be replaced, and so we're out looking for
some (new students) to replace (them). That
is, if everyone goes through which is a very
good and very real possibility.”

This semester, there are 11,414 students
enrolled in on- and off-campus classes. The
numbers for fall 2005 were 12,129. This is an
decrease of 715 total students, according to the
office of Enrollment Management.

This semester, the number of freshmen
increased from 1,814 last spring to 1,834,
while the number of sophomores fell from
2,000 last spring to 1,968.

Abell said the total number of juniors also
increased. Last spring, 2,446 juniors were
entolled compared to this spring with a total
number of 2,612, a difference of 166.

There are 17 more graduate students this

year, from 1,710 in 2005 to 1,727.

Another increase, according to Enrollment
Management, is in the number of minority
students on campus. Minority students now
make up 10.48 percent of Eastern’s total
enrollment, compared to 9.37 percent last
year.

The number of international students at
Eastern decreased this year with there now
being 137 international students enrolled
compared to 142 last year. More information
about the projected enrollment will be dis-
cussed at the Board of Trustees meeting next
week.

Voting drive borrows

message from Rosa Parks

BET’s “Cousin Jeff” Johnson to make
appearance as guest speaker

By JenNA DORMAGEN
STAFF REPORTER

This Friday, all students at Eastern Illinois
University are invited to come to the Rosa Parks
Memorial Voter Registration Drive to learn the
importance of voting and why their votes count.

There will be a presentation given on Rosa
Parks as well as the opportunity for students o
registet to vote.

Isaiah Collier, assistant director of student life,
said there are several important reasons why stu-
dents should attend the registradon drive.

“Students need to understand that their vote
counts, and they need to get out there and make
sure that their voice is heard,” Collier said.

Students need to bring a few things with them
if they plan on becoming voters.

The speaker will be Jeffery “Cousin Jeff”
Johnson, the host of Black Entertainment
Television’s, “The Cousin Jeff Chronicles.”

Johnson is heavily involved in getting students
to vote, and he is also the director for America
Votes Young voter project.

Two forms of identification are necessary, as
well as some type of mail to show proof of resi-
dency.

Joycelynn Phillips, chair of the African-
American Heritage Committee, said she thinks
people who are college age should take pride in
voting.

“Young Americans who are 18 years of age are
fighting for our country, paying taxes and should
have a say in choosing their leaders and other

Vo application fee
FRIENDLY
MANAGEMENT
your own yard-
private park-
community
activities
free parking

important things that being able o vote allows
them to do,” Phillips said.

She said the importance of using Parks in this
voter registration is to show students the impor-
tance of recognizing the people who came before
them and have paved the way for other people to
have such wonderful opportunides as we do
today.

“When Rosa Parks was first able to vote she
had to pay $16, and now we vote for free,”
Philips said.

Brittany Mangano, a junior physical education
major, said she isnt registered to vote, but she
does plan on registering before the next election.

“I do plan on attending (the voter drive) on
Friday,” Mangano said.

Gena Louise, a junior early childhood educa-
ton major, said she is registered to vote and did
vote in the last election.

“I think it is really important to vote, especial-
ly at our age because we are the future and every
vote counts, Louise said. “One vote can make

the difference.”

Voter registration information

¢ WHO: Put on by Student Life and
the African American Heritage
Committee

¢ WHEN: 5 to 6 p.m. Friday

€ WHERE: Martin Luther King Jr.
University Union, Alumni Lounge

Joun Ihu‘rm—lE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Jay Blackwell, director of HIV education and training at the Office of Minority Health Resource
Center in Rockville, Md., speaks to a packed room ahout the sexual health risks Wednesday.

AIDS risk more likely than realized

By MATTHEW MAPLES
STAFF REPORTER

Speaking to a crowd of about 90 people, Jay
Blackwell asked students to stand up if they

think they're at risk for AIDS. About a dozen
people stood up, leaving most seated.

“I'm surprised that many of you dont think
you're at risk for HIV,” said the director of HIV
Education and Training at the Office of Minority
Health Resource Center in Rockville, Md.

People mostat risk are under age 25, and most
are black women, he said. Blackwell came to talk
to Eastern students and staff about “The State of
AIDS in Black America.”

According to the Illinois Department of
Public Health, black people account for 48.9
percent of AIDS cases in the state.

Blackwell stressed the impact of HIV and
AIDS, not just on those infected, but also those
connected to the infected.

“If one of your friends is positive or impacted
by AIDS, you too are positve or impacted,”
Blackwell said.

3 and 4 bedroom apartments

We pay your utilities

Washer and dryer/ garbage disposal in every unit

Yniversity
illage

Furniture Available

Entire house or per room

345-1400

www.universityvillagehousing.com

He elaborated on the risks young people take
and the importance of prevention and clinical
testing for HIV.

Blackwell said many young people are too
careless with their sex lives, and should either
refrain from sex or be safe with their sex lives by
using condoms and talking to their sexual part-
ners about HIV and AIDS.

He made itknown that AIDS can also be con-
tracted through oral sex, and made a correlation
between infection and drug use.

Many people do not know that they are
infected, and it can take up t 90 days for the
virus to become detectable, he said.

“I think a lot of students for the first time in
a long time opened up their ears and took heed
to what the speaker was saying,” said Isaiah
Collier, assistant director for student life.

No known cases of HIV or AIDS have been
reported on Easterns campus, said Dr. Kim
Hollender of the EIU Health Service.

However, Hollender said just because there
are no recorded cases does not mean that there
are no people with HIV or AIDS on campus.
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National nurse shortage addressed

by universities
NURSES:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ing similar measures to attract new nurses.

The hospital offers bonuses and schol-
arships to help pay tition costs for stu-
dents who are willing to work at the hos-
pital, Benson said.

“We give (the scholarships) to defray
tuition costs if they agree to work one to
he said. “They get
$2,000 if they agree to work one year and
(up to) $4,000 for two years.”

Another incentve the hospital uses to
get nursing students interested in working
there is letting them do their clinicals at
the hospital over the summer, Benson
said.

Because of the availability of nursing
jobs, nursing schools are seeing an increase
in enrollment, including Lake Land
College in Mattoon.

Lake Land, which includes nursing in
its Allied Health program, offers an associ-
ates degree in nursing and a practical

two years (here),”

nursing certficate.

Kathleen Dochring, nursing director
and instructor, said there are currently 70
students studying for their associates and
40 students working toward their certifi-
cates.

Completion of the associates degree
makes a student a registered professional
nurse, and the certificate makes a student
a licensed practical nurse.

Doehring said the program has seen an
increase in enrollment lately because of
the availability of jobs.

“(The shortage) has contributed to an
increase in applicants,” she said. “Its also
increased effort and recruimment (from
employers).”

Because of this, Doehring said the
majority of Lake Land’s graduates go
directly to the workforce and 100 percent
of them have a job offer upon graduating.

Many of these jobs are available because
of the aging group in society commonly
known as baby boomers, who will soon
STAT [0 require more nurses.

According to a January 2005 ardcle in
U.S. News and World Report tided “More
Nurses Needed,” in the next two decades
78 million “boomers” will require a 40-
percent increase in demand for hospital
nurses.

Susan Caneva, program director of

Parkland College in

nursing  at

Champaign, said attention to the nursing
shortage and open jobs have drawn more

people into nursing programs.

“The attention (nursing has) received
(to let) people know there is a shortage (is
good),” she said. “Ir attracts people, even
as second careers, (because) it's a surefire
job.”

Parkland, whose nursing program is
part of its Department of Health
Professions, sees the majority of students
go directly into the workforce after gradu-
ation as well.

“Theyre employed before they gradu-
ate,” Caneva said.

Changes in the current economy have
helped to encourage more intellect into
the program to help ease the shortage, she
said.

“Changes in technology and big busi-
ness has helped,” Caneva said. “We're get-
ting very, very smart people.”

The good news for Illinois is most of
these “smart people” are staying within the
state and working at local hospitals.

“(Our graduates) span out across the
state,” said Miller of Bradley’s nursing stu-
dents. “Probably less than 10 percent leave
the state.”

Currently, Eastern is waiting for the
Illinois Board of Higher Education to
decide on the fate of the proposed nursing
program. Eastern President Lou Hencken
said the university expects the board to
vote on the issue at its April meeting.

The proposed plan for the nursing pro-
gram has Eastern teaming with state com-
munity colleges. In the plan, students
would graduate from their community
college with an associate’s degree and then
enroll at Eastern to complete their bache-
lor’s in nursing degree.

If the program is approved by the
IBHE, Hencken said he expects classes to
start in fall 2007.

Benson said local university nursing
programs, like the one Eastern is trying to
start, are an asset for area hospitals and
their staffs.

“Its an opportunity for nurses with
associate (degrees) to get their BSN (bach-
elor of science in nursing degree), which
builds nurse leaders,” he said.

In addition to improving current staffs,
the programs also help bring in new nurs-
es from a variety of backgrounds.

“Local universities bring in many stu-
dents from ourside the area,” Benson said.
“It can get them to stay in place and prac-
tice.”

While the nursing shortage continues
t grip the country, university programs
like the one Eastern is wying to start, are
helping to fill some of the vacancies.

SENATE:

CONTINLED FROM PAGE 1

CARRIE HOLLIS/THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS
Senate secretary, Ashlei Birch, and senate president, Sean Anderson, read Bill 05-06-17 to be approved. The
bill is to have a rock wall put in the Student Recreation Center. It was passed 24 to 4 fo 2.

Student senate approwves rock wall for use in
Student Recreation Center for $50,000

ter places.”

During Baker’s presentation,
he also mentioned that he was
trying to work with Recreation
Administration in hopes that stu-
dents in that department could
help maintain and supervise the
area in exchange for class credit.

Internal Affairs chair Heather
Janik looked art the wall from this
educational perspective.

“This will give students a
chance to (participate in) a learn-
ing experience on campus,” Janik
said. “This will bring freshmen
and transfer students to Eastern.
We need to look at the positive

points here.”
Cole Rogers, chair of Student
Relations, said Student

Government should trust Baker
and his idea for the project.
“This is something diverse,”
Rogers said.
how many students won't use it,

“It doesn't matter

as long as there are students who
will.”
In other business, senate mem-

bers discussed and voted 24 to 2
to 4 to create a Big Red Dot cam-
paign, which would be placed on
publications related to Student
Government, and tabled discus-
sion to allocate money for the
purchase of a sign to promote the
marketing system.

Keila Lacy, vice president for
student affairs, said she thought
the symbol would catch students’

eyes.
“Students will see the red dot
and say  ‘hey,  Student

Government really wants me to
come to this event,” Lacy said.

Berger said using the sandwich
boards he already has to promote
Student Life events would be just
as effective as using a banner that
Rogers and senate member Eric
Glenn are looking to use.

Mark Bates, co-chair of the

Tuition and Fee Review

Committee, was concerned
about the item that would allow
Student Government to put the
dot on publications that it was

involved in.

Bates, along with External
Relations chair Ben Marcy, said a
dot won't get students to come to
meetings or become interested,
and that its senate members’
responsibility to go out and get
students to come.

“Oh, a big red dot, big deal,”
Bates said. “Who cares? It’s a
start, but where’s the conclu-
sion?”

Rogers compared the red dot
to the Wal-Mart smiley-face
icon, and said he wants students
to just make the associaton that
Student Government is involved
when they see the dot.

Two items to change the word
“diversity” to “cultural
awareness’ were discussed and
tabled, and will be voted on dur-

ing next week’s meeting.

read

Student Senate meets every
Wednesday at 7 p.m. in the
Arcola-Tuscola Room of the
Martin  Luther King Jr
University Union.
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HERITAGE:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

February not officially
Black History month

Principal David Carey said the teachers will emphasize
the importance of African-American men and women in
the country’s history and teach the students about the
strides they have made.

The school will also enlist the services B.E Mclerren, a
retired Eastern professor, to perform as Abraham Lincoln
on Feb. 9. Among other things, McLerren will speak to the
children about Lincoln’s role in black history.

Carey noted that such lessons are even more important
now with the death of Coretta Scott King on Tuesday.

“We're all making sure we talk to the students about the
Civil Rights Movement, Coretta Scott King, Martin
Luther King, Jr., and their leadership,” Carey said.

In 1840, a Coles County census reported that of 9,616
citizens, 33 were African-American, which amounts t 0.3
percent.

In 2000, 160 years later, 1,215 residents, or 2.3 percent,
out of 53,196 residents were black.

Statistics from the U.S. Census Bureau show that the
population of black residents in the United States, includ-

ing those of more than one race, comprised 13.4 percent of

the total U.S. population as of July 1, 2004.

Eastern has 20 events scheduled in celebration of Black
History Month, including the African-American Heritage
Banquet, the Miss Black EIU Pageant and various panel
discussions and guest speakers.

Alito casts first vote in dea,th penalty case

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Supreme Court
Justice Samuel Alito dealt Wednesday with
his first case, a complex Missouri death-row
appeal that kept him and his fellow justices
at work well into the night.

Eatlier, at his second sweating-in ceremo-
ny in two days, this time in the ornate East
Room of the White House, Alito received
hearty applause from lawmakers and fellow
Supreme Court justices. He was lauded by
President Bush as a man of “steady
demeanor, careful judgment and complete
integrity.”

After being sworn in by Chief Justice
John Roberts, Alito said, “I don't think that
anyone can become a justice of the Supreme
Court of the United States withour feeling a
tremendous weight of responsibility and a
tremendous sense of humility.”

Alito’s first vote was straightforward. He
and other justices refused to give Missouri
permission to speed up plans to execute a
man who killed a teenage honor student.

The court was dealing with three more
appeals filed Wednesday in the case of
Michael Taylor, who would be Missouri’s
first inmate to be executed this year
Reporters and witnesses were gathered at the
state prison awaiting word from the high

CHUCK KENNEDY/KRT NEWS

President Bush watches Judge Samuel Alito joined by his wife, Martha-Ann Bomgardner,
at a ceremonial swearing-in by Supreme Court Chief Justice John Roberts, Wednesday,
February 1, 2006, as Associate Justice of the United States in the East Room of the

White House in Washington D.C..

court on whether to go ahead with the exe-
cution.

Separately, the court, acting without
Alito, rejected Taylor's appeal that argued
that Missouri’s death penalty system is racist.
Taylor is black and his victim was white. He
filed the appeal on Tuesday, the day that
Alito was confirmed by the Senate to replace
Justice Sandra Day O’Connor.

“The death penalty as practiced in the
state of Missouri discriminates against
African-Americans such as (Taylor), such
that itis a badge of slavery,” the justices were
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The Army ROTC Leader's Training Course is 8 paid 4-week summer experience that marks the beginning of your career
ENROLL I ARMYRREE [k
BECOM !

Find out more about Army ROTC’s Summer Leader’s Training Course.
Contact CPT Christopher Burkhart at 581-5944 or visit www.eiu.edu/~armyrotc

a4 an Oficer, a leader of the U5 Army.

told in a filing by Taylor's lawyer, John
William Simon.

Taylor’s legal team had pursued two chal-
lenges — claiming that lethal injection is
cruel and unusual punishment and that his
constitutional rights were violated by a
system tilted against black defendants.

Kent Scheidegger, legal director of the
Criminal Justce Legal Foundation, a pro-
death penalty group, said Taylor had only a
long-shot appeal because of federal limits on
when courts can hear final pleas from death
row inmates.
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HELP WANTED FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT
EIU Professor Looking for Fall 2006 Quiet Beautiful and THE NICEST student housing 2 & 3 BR houses & apts. Near & 4 Bedroom. Close to Campus.  EASTERN ILLINOIS PROPERTIES
Babysitter  Afternoons and spacious 2BR unfurnished apt seconds from campus. far. Many with w/d. 345 4489, W/D, Trash, Furished. Phone NOW LEASING FOR FALL 2006

Evenings in the Fall Semester.
Need to Have Transportation and
Three Referrals. 217 259 9455

213
Brian’s Place hiring Bartenders
and Waitress. Mustbe 21. 2100
Broadway Mattoon. 234 4151.

213
Brian's Place hiring Go Go
Dancers. Just dancing and fun.
$8 an hour. Call for details.
234 4151

213
Fart time clerical position. 9 12
hours per week, every other
Saturday.  Apply in person:
Culligan water, 914 18th St.,
Charleston IL 61920.

213

Needed:
Looking for outgoing, motivated

Campus Marketeer
student to market on campus.
$10 an hour plus bonuses.
Flexible hours. For more info
call 1 888 839 3385.
213
IBARTENDING! Up to $250 a
day. No experience Necessary.
Training Provided. 1 800 965
6520 ext. 239.
51
Position

Cellular One Sales

Cellular One seeking Sales
Representatives for our Wireless
Internet division. Hours are very
flexible.

tion opportunity.

Excellent compensa
Send resume
to: Human Resource
Department, Cellular One, 28
Town Centre, Danville, IL
61832.

00
Cellular One Installer Cellular
One is seeking Installers for our
division.

Wireless  Internet

Hours are wvery flexible.
Excellent compensation oppor
tunity. Send resume to: human
Resource Department, Cellular
One, 28 Centre, Danville, IL
61832,

00
ATTENTION ALL GRADUAT

ING SENIORS! If you are inter

PERSONALS

ested in a yearbook of your sen
ior year, and are not sure how to
pick it up, come to the Student
Publications office, Room 1802
Buzzard Hall, and for only $6
we will mail you a copy in the
Fall when they are published.
Call 581 2812 for more informa
tion.

00

ANOUNCEMENTS

Spence’s on Jackson buys good
quality clothing and accessories.

212
Cool clothing; vintage and cur
rent. Costume jewelry, acces
sories galore. Where? Spence’s
on Jackson! Open Tues Sat 12
5pm. 345 1469.

00

FOR RENT

Available August 06. Close to
Campus. 3 BR, 2 BA, 2 car
garage. 273 6270

212

available on the square over Z's
Landlord On Site for
your Safety. Rent is $450 Total

Music.

for this apt. No pets Trash and
Water incl. Extremely low utili
ties Laundry On site  Serious
and Mature Students only apply.
345 2616

2/3
1 BR Apartment, living room,
dining room, dishwasher,
garbage disposal, carport. 4th
and Lincoln. 630 417 4691.
Drew.

2/3
FOR RENT: 3 BEDROOM
HOUSE CLOSE TO CAMPUS. 2
BATHS, AIR CONDITIONING
AND WASHER/ DRYER. AVAIL
ABLE FALL 2006. CALL 232
8936.

2/3
3 and 4 BR Houses. Close to
Campus with W/D. Girls Please.
No Pets. 549 2060.

2/3
TWO BEDROOM APTS.
$250/mo, ONE BEDROOM APT.
$295/mo. 415 HARRISON.
348 5032.

2/3

NOW: Two
Bedroom Duplex. W/D, water
and trash included.
$525/month. Call 348 7733 or

(2171512 9246 for appointment.

AVAILABLE

2/3
AVAILABLE NOW: One
Bedroom Duplex. Water and
trash paid. $310. Call 348
7733 or 512 9246.

2/3
4 BDRM HOUSE ON 11TH

STREET. 5 BDRM ON 12TH
STREET STILL AVAILABLE, 3
BLOCKS FROM CAMPUS. CALL
549 0212 www.eiprops.com

2/6
AWESOME 3 BDRM APT.
Newly remodeled at 1409 9th
St. second floor. $265 per per
son plus utilities. 10 month
lease. No pets. Must see. Call
Adam at (515) 321 8722 for
showing.

2/8
House for RENT for fall 2006. 5
BR, 2 BA, Basement, W/D,
Parking, Excellent Condition,
$280 per month. 314 Polk Call
348 5032.

2/8
Female tenants needed for pri
vate 1,2, and 3 bedroom apart
ments. Very unique, cathedral
ceilings, sun deck, antique
floors, too much to list. (815)
600 3129 leave message.

2/8
Available Fall ‘06 5/6 bed
homes, 2 baths. Excellent loca
tion, campus side of Lincoln.
No pets. $300 per person. 345
5037

2/10
4 & 6 Bedroom Homes for Fall
2006. Call 345 2467.

2/10
Don't Settle for just any apart
ment when you can have a
sparkling clean, newer apart
ment so close to campus for the
same price. Call today to see any
of our 7 excellent location.
Unique Properties 345 5022

2/10

Beautifully furnished apartments
for 1, 3, 4, 5 people. Come take
a look and you won't be disap
pointed. 345 5022

2/10
3 Bdrm Luxury Apts 1 Year Old.
1/2 Block From Campus. In unit
W/D, Stainless Steel Appliances,
3 Parking Spots. Call Brian 778
3321.

2/28
Loft style 3 BR near JAC, above
the square. Quiet. $300 each
345 4489, Wood
Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.

incl. util.

2/28
BRITTANY RIDGE townhouses
for 3 5. $225 360. Internet
wiring. 345 4489, Wood

Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.
2/28

Wood Rentals,
Realtor.

Jim Wood,

2/28
2BR apts for 2 persons. Cable &
internet included. Great loca
tions. $250 300/person. 345
4489, Wood Rentals, Jim Wood,
Realtor.

2/28
ONE PERSON APTS. Preserve
your privacy. Variety from $250
420 month. 345 4489, Wood
Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor.

2/28
2&3 BR houses 1 block to Lantz/
O'Brien. Washer/ dryer, A/C.
345 4489, Wood Rentals, Jim
Wood, Realtor.

2/28
2, 3, 6 BEDROOM LUXURY
HOUSES AND APARTMENTS.

4 BR houses, walk to Buzzard, 1 FOR MORE [INFORMATION
1/2 bath, w/d. 345 4489, Wood  CALL 217 493 7559 OR
Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor. www. myeiuhome.com
2/28 00
CAMPUS GLIPS

Women Studies “Whale Rider” Showing: Whale Rider is an enchant

ing film about a woman coming of age in a New Zealand village.

Thursday Feb 6 at 7pm in the Tarble Arts Atrium.

after.

Classified Advertising Rates

Normal rate: 50 cents/word for the first day the ad
runs. 20 cents/word for each consecutive day
thereafter. 15 word minimum.

Student rate: Students must pre-pay. 30 cents/word
for the first day. 10 cents/word each day there

345 7244,

00
ATTENTION GIRLS! IF YOU
WOULD LIKE A NICE, ROOMY,
FURNISHED 3 BR APARTMENT
WITH LARGE CLOSETS, LOW
RENT, LOW UTILITY BILLS,
AND A LANDLORD THAT
CARES FOR THE 0607
SCHOOL YEAR. CALL FOR AN
APPOINTMENT, 10 MONTH
LEASE, NO PETS 345 3664.

00

STILL THE

2, 3,4, 5,6, and 7 BEDROOM
HOUSES, APARTMENTS, AND
DUPLEX VIEW PROPERTIES AT
www.eiprops.com or CONTACT
MELISSA AT 345 6210 or 549
0212.

00
Nice 5 Bedroom House For
Girls, 3
Efficiency Apartment, Excellent
Location, C/A, W/D, Trash,
Lawn, Service. 345 3253

Bedroom House,

00

BEST CHOICE!

3-5 friends, Want lots of
personal space,

Private bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths,

3 level,
Washer/Dryer, Dishwasher, Central A/C

Free Parking, Network Wired,
Rear Deck,
Low Rent, Low Ulilities
Rent $225-$360 depending on term and #
of residents

Brittany Ridge Townhouses
Call: Appointments Mon-Fri 10-4

1512 A Street, P'O'GBIOEJJ(Z%TT e Charleston, IL
217-345-4489 e Fax - 345-4472
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CONTRASTS:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Panthers’ main
CONCErns come

from within

Samford fell into second place in the OVC
after losing at Murray State 59-38 Monday.

Before the Panthers (5-14, 4-9) have to
deal with the methodical Bulldogs, theyll
have to be ready to run with the Gamecocks.

But the high-powered Jacksonville State
offense doesn equate to a stfling defense,

LaPlante said.

“We play just a lictle bit different style of
play than the majority of teams play at, but
when were effective at it, were difficult
beat,” he said. “I think a lot of the other
teams get a little excited when they play us
because they know they're going to have the

potental to have a career night.”

Jacksonville State's opponents are averag-

ing 79.9 points per game.

“If they get beat, its usually because the
opponent gets above 90 points or right at it,”

Miller said.

Bur their offense more than makes up for

any defensive shortcomings.

Miller said Jacksonville State has the abili-
ty to score a lot of points — fast. He said the
Panthers will have to use a combinadon of
defenses to thwart the streaky offense.

“They're going to have spurts, and when
theyre in one, you've got to change some-
thing,” Miller said. “If they get you twice,
you've got to do something different.

“If they get into a spurt early, you could see
us using all five timeouts in the first 10 min-
utes.”

The motor behind the Gamecock offense
is senior point guard Walker Russell, who
leads the OVC in assists (6.58).

Miiller said in a conference full of guards,
Russell’s versatlity makes him unique. He
can shoot, he can pass and he directs the
league’s best offense.

But, despite the contrasting offensive styles
of Jacksonville State and Samford, the
Panthers’ main concerns are internal.

Miller said his team can't allow a quick
tempo or a slow tempo to dictate the game-
plan.

“It’s going to be important for guys to play
the way we've been trying to play in all phas-
es,” Miller said. “If we geta good shot at the
basket, we need to take it. And if not, we

need to work until we get a shot we want.”

MEN’S TRACK

Tough competition awaits Eastern

By DErRICK JOHNSON 11
STAFF REPORTER

The past few meets have pro-
duced quality competition for the
Panthers.

The same can be expected this
weekend, partcularly for two
Eastern runners.

Sophomore Chris Wesson and
freshman David Holm hope w©
lead the Panthers this weekend at
the Hoosier Relays at Indiana
University.

Eastern clashes with members
of the Big Ten Conference and
other Gladstein
Fieldhouse in Bloomington, Ind.

Wesson expects the meet to be
even better than those in the past,
he said.

“It’s definitely one of the better
meets we've been in with better

competiton,” Wesson said.
“Well be competing against some
people who made Olympic trials.”

schools ar

Holm agrees with his team-
mates’ assessment.

“Indiana is a big university so |
expect there to be a lot of good

competition all across the board
in each event,” Holm said.

The promise of good competi-
don has the Panthers excited to
compete. Wesson will be compet-
ing in both the 800-meter run and
the 4x400 meter relay while Holm
is competing in the 800-meter
run, the 4x400 and the distance
medley relay. Wesson expects
Holm t put on a good perform-
ance at the Hoosier Relays he said.

“Dave Holm is probably going
o do real good in the 800 meter
and the 4x400,” Wesson said.
“He'll really help us get some
points this weekend.”

Wesson isn't the only one who
has high hopes for Holm. Holm
also has his sights set high for this
weekend.

Aiming for a personal best

among other goals, Holm said he
is definitely looking forward to
competing,

“I'm looking to set a new per-
sonal record because I havent ran
a fresh 800 before
Christmas,” he said. “T'm looking
forward to the distance medley
relay because I've never ran it
before and we've got a pretty good
team that might qualify for
nationals.”

In order to be competitive this
weekend the Panthers had w puta
lot of tme into their taining
Many coaches and athletes raise
the level of their training in order
to make competition easier. This
has been the case many times for
Wesson, he said.

“These past couple of weeks
practice has been hard and I'm
kind of tdred,” Wesson said.

“Sometimes the meets have been

since

easier than the practices, which is

a blessing.”
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FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT
Clean 2 bdrm Apts and Homes  Oldtowne Apartments: 1, 2, 3 Apartments and houses for rent.  Park Place Apartments: Now  EASTERN ILLINOIS PROPERTIES GREAT HOUSES! GREAT
with W/D's. Leases startsummer  Bedroom for Fall 2006. Closeto 1520 1528 4th Street across showing 1,2,3,Bedroom Units  NOW LEASING FOR FALL 2006  LOCATIONS! GREAT PRICES!
or Fall. No Pets. 345 9267. campus. 4 locations to choose from Pemberton Hall. 345 for Fall 2006. Newly 2,3, 4,5, 6 and 7 BEDROOM 1500 BLOCK. 15T OR 3RD
00 from. Call 345 6533. 3059/345 2909 Remodeled units availablel HOUSES, APARTMENTS, AND  STREET. 5, 6, OR 7 GIRLS. 10
VILLAGE RENTALS: 2006 2007 00 00 Trash paid, fully furnished, free DUPLEX VIEW PROPERTIES AT MONTH LEASE. FURNISHED.

T & 2 BR apartments furnished
with laundry facility, 10 1/2
month & water

Call

lease, trash
included, near campus.
345 2516 EHO
00
LINCOLNWOOD  PINETREE
HAS STUDIO 1, 2, & 3 BED
ROOM APARTMENTS. VERY
CLOSE TO CAMPUS AND BUZ
ZARD. CA; 3456000 TO
SCHEDULE APPOINTMENT.
00
APARTMENTS:
One block East of
Completely fur

SEITSINGER
1611 9th St.
Old Main.
nished. Two 2 bedroom apart

ments available for Summer
2006 and Fall 2006 2007. Call
345 7136.

00

HOUSE FOR RENT. 5 6 people.
Close to campus. 345 6533.

00
New four bedroom apartments.
Ready August ‘06. Fully fur
nished 12 month lease available.
Across from Lantz. $400/month,
make reservations today 345
3353.

00
Fall 2006 Luxury 3 and 4 bed
room, 2 bath apartments. Free
HIGH SPEED INTERNET, Free
CABLE TV, Free PHONE! New,
safe, secure and close to cam
pus. Lots of amenities. $355
each. www.jbapartments.com.
345 6100

00
Lincolnwood Pinetree has 2&3
BR Apts. available for second
semester. Call 345 6000.

00
www.charlestonilapts.com
LOOK FOR US FOR 06 07
RENTALS. From $230 to $475
mo per person. Ph. 348 7746.

00

www.jwilliamsrentals.com
CHECK US OUT FOR YOUR
NEXT APARTMENT.
now 1 & 2 bedroom units. Good

Leasing

locations, nice apartments, off
street parking, trash paid. No
pets. 345 7286.

00
EXCEPTIONALLY ECONOMI
CAL! HALF OF DUPLEX APT.
WITH 1 BEDROOM LOFT.
FURNISHED FOR SINGLE OR
COUPLE. $385/MO FOR 1 OR
$435/MO FOR 2. 1 BLOCK
NORTH OF O'BRIEN FIELD
FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2006/07.
CALL JAN AT 345 8350.

00
BUCHANAN ST. APARTMENTS:
1,2,&3 BEDROOM APART
MENTS AVAILABLE FOR FALL
06 07. PLENTY OF OFF STREET
PARKING, WATER AND TRASH
INCLUDED. CALL 345 1266

00
3 BEDROOM DUPLEX Fall

2006. 2009B 11th St. $325
each. 345 6100. www.jensen
rentals.com

00

6 Bedroom, 3 Bath House. New

Construction right next to
Campus. W/D, dishwasher, etc.
345 9595 or 232 9595,

www.ghadgerrentals.com

00
Roval Heights Apts. 3 BR, 1 1/2
bath , furnished. 1509 2nd

(behind Subway) Spring, Fall
2006. Call Becky @ 345 0936.

00
5 bed
rooms, W/D, dishwasher, central
air. Very nice. Call 345 6967.

00

3 bedroom apartment., half
block from Old Main. Rent $250
each. 345 6967

House near Buzzard.

00

APARTMENT FOR RENT, 2 BED
ROOM. TRASH AND WATER
INCLUDED. ALL FOR $260 PER
MONTH. NEXT TO CITY PARK.
1111 2ND STREET. CALL 348
5427.

00
House for rent. 4 bedroom. Big
yard. Next to city park at 1218
Division St. $225 each. Call
348 5427.

00
Fall 2006 Apartments 1,2,3, bed
room. Great location. Great
condition. Some with laundry,
some with wireless internet. Off
street parking, No pets. 345
7286

00

parking. Call Autumn @348
1479.

00
BRITTANY RIDGE SPACIOUS
CLEAN 4 BEDROOM, 2 1/2
BATH , DISHWASHER, W/D.
PARKING/TRASH INCLUDED.
ALL FOR $250 EACH. CALL
348 5427.

00
1,2& 3 Bedroom Apartments for
Rent. Immediate openings for
Spring & Fall of 2006. 549 5593
or 549 1060.

00
APPLY NOW! 6 month leases
Available. 345 1400 www.uni
versity village housing.com

00

www.eiprops.com or CONTACT
MELISSA AT 345 6210 or 549
0212.

00
2 Bedroom Remodeled, Water,
Trash, DSL, Furnished. 10 or 12
month lease 217 235 6598 or
217 254 0754,

00
7 Bedroom, 2 Bath house new
Rec. All new, all Large Rooms.
Washer/ Dryer, dishwasher, cen
tral air. 345 6967.

00
2 BR Duplex 2 blocks from cam
pus, Central Air, W/D, DWW,
porch, vyard.
348 0394

10 month lease.

00

STARTING
345 5048
DETAILS.

CALL
MORE

AT $265.
FOR

00
3 Bedroom House, remodeled,
wW/D,
fridge. Reasonable Rent. 345
6967.

dishwasher, stove &

00

SUBLESSORS

Female roomate needed for
2 story, 2bdrm, 1
bath plus washer and dryer. If

Spring ‘07.

interested contact Sarah (630)
209 3310 or Holly (847) 894
8890.

2/3

NON SEQUITUR BY WILEY MILLER
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Gonfident Panthers off to Alabama to keep momentum

Fastern tries
to keep their
swagger

By MARC CORRENTI
STAFF REPORTER

Two weeks ago, tonight's game at
Jacksonville State seemed like just
another road game against another
Ohio Valley Conference team that
had sunk to the bottom.

In the OVC, changes to teams’
rankings are bound to happen.

After losing to Eastern Kentucky
87-77 on Jan. 19 at Lantz Arena, the
Gamecocks stood at 1-8 in the
conference.

Since that game, they have won
four straight games by an average mar-
gin of 23.5 points per game.

Those numbers have not gone
unnoticed by Eastern head coach
Brady Sallee.

“They're one of the hottest teams in
" Sallee said. “What
they've done over the last few weeks

the conference,

has been amazing. Theyre not only
beating teams, theyre beating them
their way.”

Senior forward Rebecca Haynes
(13.4 points per game, 6 rebounds)
and sophomore guard Courtney
Slaughter (12.1 ppg) lead the way for
Jacksonville Stare.

EriC HILTNER/THE DALY EASTERN NEWS

As coach Brady Sallee watches on, freshman guard Ellen Canale drives past sophomore forward Tangie Sellers during

practice Monday afternoon in Lantz Arena. Eastern play Jacksonville State tonight.

Much like the Panthers (9-11, 8-4
OVQ), JSU prefers an up-tempo
game with an idea of forcing
turnovers.

“Their guards are as quick as I've
seen in the conference,” Sallee said of
Slaughter and freshman LaTonya
MecKinney.

Eastern has its share of quickness in
the backcourt as it boasts freshmen
standouts Megan Edwards and Ellen
Canale as well as senior leader Megan
Sparks.

Sparks has been outstanding at
Lantz Arena (20.1 ppg, 48-percent

shooting) but has struggled on the
road (15 ppg, 38 percent).

If the Panthers are to turn their 2-3
conference road record around, they
will have to close out games better
than they have been.

They have lost two of the three
road games by a combined three
points.

The inability to finish games on
the road eventually will prove detri-
mental to Eastern’s overall record, a
statistic that grates on Sallee.

“Rebounding and defense are a
staple to winning on the road,”

Tune in {0 your
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Sallee said. “

defense, but our rebounding will

I'm happy with our

always be a concern.”

Another key ingredient to
winning road games is the con-
fidence
maintains.

level each team

With Saturday’s overtime victo-
ry over Morehead Srate, Sallee
maintains the Panthers confidence
is at a season high.

“We're confident in what we're
doing,” he said. “For the first time
all season, I feel like we have a
swagger.”
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TODAY’S GAME

Eastern Jacksonville
Illinois State
(9-11, 8-4) @ (7-13, 5-8)
Last game Last game
69-68 W OT 82-47 W

vs. Marehead State at Tennessee State

Standing Leading Scorer
G Megan Sparks F Rebecca Haynes
17.1 ppg 13.2 ppg

The Panthers are in fourth place in
the conference, but know that no
place in the standings is safe in the
OVC.

The Gamecocks (7-13, 5-8) best
exemplify that notion.

“The conference is full of parity
this year,” Sallee said. “It makes for
a better league and it gives every
team a chance to win the
conference.”

Besides JSU’s explosive back-

court,
with how his team will finish on the

Sallee’s main concern lies

road.

“Megan (Sparks) has been carry-
ing us all year,” Sallee said. “Her
credibility with the team is as high
as it gets, but we need someone else
to step up.”
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WOMEN’S TRACK AND FIELD

Eastern looking to gain more experience

.F'!". o

TR
Eric HILTNER/THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Freshman Vicki Dzura takes a leap during
the EIU Mega Meet held Jan. 21 in Lantz
Fieldhouse as part of the long jump event.

Indiana meet
will not be
scored

By KATIE ANDERSON
STAFF REPORTER

The Panthers will experience
some deja vu this weekend.

Last weekend the team ventured
to the hills of Wisconsin to face the
Big 10 schools and other stiff com-
petition.

This week they travel out of the
state again and will compete at
another non-scoring meet, this
tme at the University of Indiana.

Eastern, however, will find more
than a change of geography in this
meet. The Hoosier Relays is a two-
day meet, with Friday as a day for
preliminaries and Saturday reserved
for finals.

With more than 1,000 athletes
competing, the competition will
said Judy Wilson,

women’s head distance coach at

be high,

Indiana.
“A strong field should yield some

impressive results,” said Eastern

assistant coach Nate Davis.

Mile times from Alabama,
Lindenwood, Southern Illinois
Carbondale and Southern Illinois
Edwardsville are ten seconds
faster than any current Eastern
runner.

The larger schools in the compe-
tition have athletes running the
200-meter dash in the 26 and low
27-second range. Eastern currendy
only has one runner, freshman
Violet Nwordu, who has run under
27 seconds this season.

That occurred last weekend at
Wisconsin as Nwordu ran a 26.21
race.

The long jump is another event
where Eastern will face athletes with
better distances.

Belmont, Arkansas, STUC, and
Lindenwood all bring long jumpers
who have landed 17 feet or better
this season, a length that Eastern’s
farthest jumpers have just began to
reach.

“We are finally doing full
approaches for long and triple
jump,” said freshman jumper
Vicki Dzura. Teammate Jenna
Uhe and Dzura have been improv-

ing with each meet. “Our team

“This meet is an awesome opportunity for our

freshmen vaulters because they are presented

with some really good competition in the open

event...”

NICOLENE GALAS, JUNIOR POLE VAULTER

goal is just to keep improving so
we will be ready for conference,”
Dzura said.

Despite entering the meet with
low-seeded times and distances, the
women are excited to compete—
and also excel.

“The team goal is also to be hun-
gry and step up our game so that we
can take risks in competidon and
set new heights for ourselves,” said
freshman jumper and thrower
Nicole Walcotr.

Whalcott will be throwing the shot
put at the meet Saturday.

“I really want to focus on this
event and throw a PR (personal
record),” she said. “I really want to
get in that zone and be mentally as
well as physically strong for the
meet.”

Sophomore Amy LeJuene is

also looking forward to the week-
‘([n

relays you are often more motivat-

end, particularly the relays.

ed because you have teammates
counting on you to do your job.”

Eastern’s 4x400 relay team has
continued to improve the last three
meets, and if the women can drop a
second or two off each split, their
relay could be running with some of
the fastest women in the Midwest.

Junior pole wvaulter Nicolene
Galas said the meet can only help
the freshman vaulters.

“This meet is an awesome
opportunity for our freshmen
vaulters because they are present-
ed with some really good compe-
tiion in the open event, giving
them a chance to push themselves
a lictle harder to jump higher,”
she said.

CORRENTI:
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In-state schools
not always chosen

If you happen to read a recruitng story,
it usually involves high school players say-
ing something about having a tough time
of deciding where they wanted to go and
not making a decision until the last
minute.

Another recruiting oddity that comes
o mind is why most people feel that
coaches should get the best players from
their state.

What, are there only good football play-
ers in Illinois?

4 Bedroom Houses

New Construction
Fully Furnished / Utilities Included

University Village

345-1400

I looked it up and discovered that 49
other states have high school football,
which means out-of-state schools can
recruit the players.

It's why I never understood why Weber
took so much flak when he didn't sign
Scheyer, but never received much credir for
signing flashy Indianapolis guard Eric
Gordon, regarded as a top 2007 recruit in
the countury.

So, as you're reading why Eastern Illinois
couldn’t get the No. 1 quarterback in the
country, vou should ask yourself this ques-
tion: Who cares?

Marc Corventi is a junior journalism
major. If you think that prospective journal-
ists should have a National Signing Day, rell
bhim so ar EIU3583@yahoo.com.
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three ends

coordinator Roc Bellatoni.

someone who might start.

s FISH RACING
> TONIGHT.

$4 BACARDI FISH BOWLS
FISH RACING

STARTS AT 10PM
$1.75 COORS LIGHT DRAFTS

SUNDAY Super Bowl par,,y SUNDAY
FREE Nachos & Chili

| Super Bowl Glasses w/ Beer
1.50 refills(coors Light)

Panthers sign

Losing only one starter on the
offensive line because of gradua-
tion, center Pascal Mada, offen-
sive coordinator Mark Hutson
agreed with Spoo in saying that
Spears is strongly in the mix of

The Panthers lose three starters

from the defensive line, including
first-team Ohio Valley Conference
selection Kory Lothe. This is one

position where Spoo and his staff
are stll looking, despite signing
three defensive ends in Nathan
Galan, Colin Luczynski and
Rashaad Rigsby.

(Galan, from Lakeland, Fla.,
was a first-team all-state line-
backer from Ewvangel Christian
last year. Bellatoni sees Galan, a
linebacker in high school, as a
type of pass rushing defensive end
that Lothe developed into.

“One area that we probably came
up short was the defensive end posi-
tion where we probably would have
taken another recruirt there, but we
didn’t get that,” Spoo said.

The team still has scholarships
available and three recruits are

planning a visit this weekend.

The team has not handed out all
their scholarships in hopes of lainding a
D-I randferat defensive end, Spoo said.

Seven of the 13 recruits are
from Florida, upping the number
of players from the Sunshine State
t 30 on the Panther roster.

“T'm sure the kids look at it and
feel like theyre not really leaving
home,” said Spoo about Florida
being a hotbed for Eastern recruiting,

Regardless, with some of the
recruits being red-shirted next
year, Spoo is still happy with the
recruits signed so far.

“As is the case every year we'll
not know how good aclass it is for
a length of time,” he said.

apartments
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Furnished

Call Today for
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SPORTS

PANTHER SPORTS CALENDAR

TODAY W-BASKETBALL AT JACKSONVILLE STATE 5pm.
M-BASKETBALL AT JACKSONVILLE STATE 7:30 p.m.
FRIDAY TRACK & FIELD AT INDIANA Through Sat.
SATURDAY SWIMMING VS. ST. Louis noon
WRESTLING VS, NORTHERN lowA AND WYOMING 2 p.m.

THURsDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2006

Eastern Illinois University, Charleston

THE SIXTH
MAN

MARC CORRENTI
STAFF REPORTER

Signing off
on National
Signing Day

One thought came to mind: Who

cares?

Is there anything as pointless as
fawning over high school athletes and
where they will be signing to play col-
lege football or basketball?

It ridiculous.

Its as overblown as Super Bowl
week, with the exception that there is
actually an NFL game on Sunday.

Most coaches will tell you that
recruiting is the lifeblood to their pro-
grams and that without it, the world
would be uncivilized.

They say these things because they
don’t want high school athletes think-
ing that they don't care about them. In
reality, they will tell you recruiting
trips are as fun as a root canal.

It seems like the hype over signing
day and recruiting has gotten out of
hand lately, especially in Illinois where
[llini men’s basketball coach Bruce
Weber is watched like a hawk in every
recruiting move he either makes or
doesn't make.

There was a lot of hubbub over
the spring in where Glenbrook
North High School’s Jon Scheyer
was going to college. Was it Duke or
[llinois?

Once again, who cares?

For the record, Scheyer chose Duke
and Illini Nation jumped down his
throat faster than Dee Brown leads a
fast break.

Imagine that. All these people that
Scheyer never met condemning him
for not picking cornfields over tobac-
co.

To make things worse this year,
ESPNU offered “election-style” cover-
age regarding signing day.

There are also Web sites, like
scout.com and rivals.com, dedicated
to following recruits around and what
choices they made. The Chicago
Tribune reported that rivals.com has
over 150,000 subscribers paying at
least $9.95 per month.

Why would you pay 10 bucks a
month for rumors? Much like signing
day, it doesn’t make sense.

It looks like the NCAA is trying to
turn signing day into their version of
the NFL Draft, where you can visit
“war rooms” and get interviews of
where your favorite defensive tackle
will be signing,

The only thing missing is Mel
Kiper, Jr.

see CORRENTI paGE 11

possessions,”
Miller said. “It’s a complete contrast.”

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Different styles next for Panthers

Fastern goes to
Samiord, JSU
for next two

By DAN WoOIke

SPORTS REPORTER

The Panthers men’s basketball
team faces contrasting styles when it

travels to Alabama t play

Jacksonville State tonight at 7:30 and

Samford at 2 p.m. Saturday.
The Panthers face the Gamecocks

and their Ohio Valley Conference-

leading offense. Jacksonville State is
scoting 77.7 points per game, 17
more than Eastern’s last-ranked 60.6

points per game.

“We definitely like o uwy to play

up-tempo,” Gamecock head coach

Mike LaPlante said. “The style of
play, we want to make it a lot of pos-

sessions.”
And less than 48 hours after run-

ning up and down the court with

Jacksonville State (9-10, 7-6 OVC),

the Panthers face a Samford team

that likes to slow things down.
“They really get the most out of their

" Eastern head coach Mike

Samford (14-6, 10-3) runs a
Princeton-style offense, filled with
back cuts, perimeter shooting and
open lanes to the basket.

“Their offense is very efficient,”

Miller said. “They do a good job in

utilizing their possessions.”
Samford is leading the conference
in field goal percentage (49.6 percent)

and three-point shooting (41.1 per-

cent).

The Bulldogs also are getting the job
done defensively, holding opponents
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CARRIE HOLLIS/THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Junior Guard Bobby Catchings goes up for a shot over assistant coach Chad Altadonna during practice on Tuesday

afternoon in Lantz Arena.

58.9 points and 30.3 rebounds per
game — both league bests.

Miller said Samford is a lot more
than an unconventional offense, there's

talent there too.

“If your guys can execute it and

make plays, it looks really good,” he
said. “We're not going to let our guys
think that way, that its a system.”
Leading the way for the Bulldogs
is senior forward J. Robert Merritt.

Merritts hitting nearly half (49.7

percent) of his three-point shots
and is averaging 17.2 points a
game.

seE CONTRASTS PacE9

FOOTBALL

Panther signees to make immediate impact

2006 Panther Signees

OFFENSE

4 OB Ron Jordan, Westerville, OH

# OL Cory Meyer, Bradley, IL

# OB Valshun Powe, Bloomington, IL

# OG Ryan Spears, Rockford, IL

¢ OB Cole Stinson, Estero, FL

DEFENSE

# LB Sean Campbell, Ft. Lauderdale, FL

# DB John Gadson, Orange Park, FL

# DE Nathan Galan, Lakefand, FL

# DB Rashad Haynes, Rockledge, FL

# DE Colin Luczynski, Frankfort, IL

4 DB Omar Palmer, Miami, FL

# DE Rashaad Rigsby, Country Club Hills, IL
# LB Nathan Shortridge, Lauderhill, FL

Seven of 13
recruits come
from Florida

By MATT DANIELS
ASSOCIATE SPORTS EDITOR

Two transfers highlight the list of
13 new Eastern football players who
signed national letters of intent on
Wednesday.

six-foot-3, 240-pound junior
quarterback Cole Sdunson and 6-
foot-4, 310-pound junior guard
Ryan Spears are the two tansfers
that could vie for not only playing
time, but also starting roles.

“I think they are going to contend
said head

for stardng positions,”

coach Bob Spoo. “As in the past, we
will play our best players and if they
are able to come in and beat out the
veteran players, so be it.”

Stinson comes to Charleston
after two years at Ball State in the
Mid-American Conference.

He only appeared in two games
for the Cardinals last season after
throwing for 1,101 yards and 5
touchdowns with only 2 intercep-
tions his freshman year.

Stinson also started four games
for Ball State that year.

“He probably has as good as an
arm as there is in college and that’s
coming from my experience,” said
wide receivers coach Jorge Munoz.

With returning starter Mike
Donato back, competition should
be intense at the quarterback spot, as
Andre Brown, a Division [ transfer
from Northern Illinois ran the scout

team offense this past fall.

Brown will also be part of the
quarterback competition once
spring practices start.

Throw in last year’s backup quar-
tetback, freshman Kyle Khniss, and
the competiton at the quarterback
position will be a focal point heading
into the spring.

“Wel have great competition at
that position, and I think it will make
us a better football team,” Spoo said.

The Eastern coaching staff didn'
hesitate to accept Spears, a player
they were wying to recruit out of
high school after he decided tw leave
Western Illinois.

“When he wanted to leave
Western, this was the first place he
inquired about,” said defensive

SeE SIGNINGS pAGE 11
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