Eastern Illinois University

The Keep
A Question of History: Program Booklet

2017 - A Question of History: Public History in
Illinois

Spring 2017

A Question of Hisotry - Program Booklet
Beth Heldebrandt
2017 EIU Historical Administration Class

Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/
lib_exhibits_questionofhistory_program
Recommended Citation
Heldebrandt, Beth and 2017 EIU Historical Administration Class, "A Question of Hisotry - Program Booklet" (2017). A Question of
History: Program Booklet. 1.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/lib_exhibits_questionofhistory_program/1

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the 2017 - A Question of History: Public History in Illinois at The Keep. It has been accepted
for inclusion in A Question of History: Program Booklet by an authorized administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact
tabruns@eiu.edu.

?
A Question
of History:
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Booth Library
Eastern Illinois University
March 30 - July 31, 2017

An exhibition produced by the EIU Historical Administration
Class of 2017 in cooperation with Booth Library.

Welcome
Dear Friends,
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to Booth Library’s spring exhibit and program series, A Question
of History: Public History in Illinois. This series is the result of months of effort by students in Eastern’s
Historical Administration graduate program. As these students ready themselves to enter the professional
world of museums and archives, the development of this exhibit has done its part to build research and
decision-making skills, develop artistic awareness and provide a critical forum for intensive learning.
I invite you all to view the exhibit, participate in programming and engage in conversation with students,
faculty and community members about this timely subject. I look forward to joining you on this educational
journey.
Best wishes,
Allen Lanham, dean of Library Services
During an
archeological dig
at the Elizabeth
Site in Pike
County, IL, Dr.
Mike Wiant
uncovered a large
assemblage of
nesting bowls
from the Middle
Woodland culture.
(Image courtesy
of the Center
for American
Archeology)
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Online Access
For frequent updates related to A Question of History: Public History in Illinois, please follow the exhibit’s
social media accounts and visit the website:
http://aquestionofhistory.wixsite.com/mysite
https://www.facebook.com/AQuestionOfHistory/
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https://twitter.com/questionofhist
https://www.instagram.com/aquestionofhistory

Exhibit Overview
Valuing history: Illinois’ track record
In 1827, within one decade of the formation of the State of Illinois, five wellconnected residents drafted a constitution to govern the Antiquarian and
Historical Society of Illinois. Dr. Terry Barnhart, curator of A Question of History,
explains that these men intended to document the state’s natural resources and
the successes enjoyed by its settlers and to put these into the context of extinct
or weakened Indian nations. The body of work produced by the AHSI confirms
that the authors constructed a history to suit their purpose — to help create a
prosperous western state.
By 1839, legislators in the General Assembly created the Illinois State Library. By
1843, the state Senate published a history of early Illinois. During the 1850s, the
General Assembly established the Illinois State Geological Survey and the Illinois Natural History Survey. In
1877, legislators established the State Historical Library and Natural History Museum (the latter renamed
the Illinois State Museum in 1917). Such developments imply that the state supports the study of natural,
historical and cultural resources, but financial support proved inadequate, and private competition arose as
membership organizations pursued goals identical to those of the state-sponsored entities.
What can we learn from studying the origins and evolution of public funding for state history? What
consequences result from inadequate public support? Why does it matter whether or not the state invests
in organizations that exist to collect, preserve, and interpret? What do citizens gain (or lose) by inconsistent
support?
A Question of History addresses these questions and many more. This catalog stands as lasting evidence of
this student-driven exhibition undertaken in anticipation of Illinois’ bicentennial (2018). It conveys the
importance of a balanced approach to studying the past, the tangible benefits that can accrue as a result, and
the risks of ignoring the mandate.
Debra A. Reid
emeritus professor, History and Historical Administration
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Opening Reception
Thursday, March 30, 2017, 7 p.m.
West Reading Room, Booth Library
Right: To celebrate its
centennial in 1977, the
Illinois State Museum
distributed buttons featuring
a mastodon. (Image courtesy
of Illinois State Museum)
Below: The setting sun
illuminates Lincoln Log
Cabin State Historic Site.
(Image courtesy of LLCSHS)

Welcome

Allen Lanham
dean of library services

Greetings

Blair Lord
provost and vice president
for academic affairs

Recognition
of Participants

Nora Pat Small
chairwoman
history department

Introduction of Speaker
Rick Riccio
adjunct faculty
history department

Keynote Presentation
Dr. Samuel Wheeler
Illinois state historian

Light Refreshments
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Keynote Presentation
Thursday, March 30, 2017, 7:30 p.m.
West Reading Room, Booth Library

The Next 100: The Future of Public History in Illinois
Presented by Dr. Samuel Wheeler, Illinois state historian
Throughout its statehood, Illinois has celebrated history in a
myriad of ways. More than just the “Land of Lincoln,” Illinois
boasts a rich heritage of investing in the past. State organizations
such as the Illinois State Museum have been critical forces in
preserving our shared cultural heritage for over 100 years. Today
that legacy continues, as new organizations join with the old in
pursuit of a more comprehensive and diverse historical narrative.
As the state historian, Wheeler is in charge of
As the state of Illinois approaches its bicentennial in 2018,
protecting and promoting our shared heritage.
perspectives and public support of history are constantly
This painting of the Old State Capitol was the
changing. The temporary closure of the Illinois State Museum
cover of a pamphlet published by the state
historian in 1963, titled “A Chronology of Illinois
last year, due to the budget freeze in Illinois, caused ripples in
the museum community. History also faces challenges in Illinois History 1673-1962.”
schools, where it no longer remains an independent part of the curriculum. State historian Dr. Samuel
Wheeler will discuss how the past shapes perspectives in Illinois today and how public history will face the
challenges of the future as the state turns 200.

Dr. Samuel Wheeler is the 10th state historian in Illinois history, specializing in both the diverse history
of the 21st state and the remarkable life and legacy of Abraham Lincoln. He has worked
with the state’s large collection of historic documents for 16 years. In his current role, he
is the historian of record for the state’s 56 historic sites managed by the Illinois Historic
Preservation Agency and is the director of research and collections at the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum. He received an M.A. from the University of
Illinois-Springfield and a Ph.D. in history from Southern Illinois University-Carbondale.
He has also previously served as executive coordinator of the Sangamon County Historical
Society and as director of academic affairs for the Illinois Community College Board.
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Programs
Museums, Mementos and Memory: A Pop-Up Museum
Wednesday, March 22, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Library Quad
American museums have a higher attendance than
all major-league sporting events and theme parks
combined. Hosting over 840 million visitors annually,
these institutions are charged with protecting our
cultural heritage, as well as educating the public about
this shared heritage. Through the sale of souvenirs,
postcards and educational materials, these institutions
encourage visitors to commemorate their experience,
engage in further research and share their newly
learned knowledge with others.
Souvenirs from museums are mementos of an
experience. Examining souvenirs can bring back vivid
memories of locations and events, both local and
exotic. Souvenirs can also help stimulate forgotten
knowledge about associated objects or experiences. This pop-up museum explores the relationship between
souvenirs, memory and place by pairing experiences with mementos. Why do people collect souvenirs? Why
is it important to remember these places and events? Are these places even worth remembering? Through this
analysis, participants will gain a better understanding of their personal connections with historic sites and
museums.
Pop-up museums are temporary exhibits that people create through participation. The HA Class of 2017 will
accept souvenirs collected at historical sites and museums by students, faculty and community members for
this exhibit. Items will be displayed alongside quotes from participants and passersby during the length of the
pop-up museum and returned afterward. In order to loan items to be included in the exhibit, please contact
Jessica Craig at jlcraig3@eiu.edu.
Feel free to drop by during the exhibit to share your thoughts about the importance of public history,
souvenirs and museums.
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Finding Yourself: Using Archives to Research Your Family Genealogy
Wednesday, April 5, 5:30 p.m., Witters Conference Room 4440, Booth Library
Presented by Cayla Wagner, Historical Administration graduate student
Ancestry is relevant to more people
than just the rich and the famous.
The family history of an EIU student
is just as important and useful to
historians and the larger historical
narrative as that of Abraham
Lincoln. Researching your family
history strengthens connections,
past and present, creating a sense of
belonging and purpose. Your family
helped make you who you are today;
now you can do the same for future
generations.
This workshop will teach you
how to begin your own family
Veronica and William Kurzawski’s
history. Attendees will learn good
wedding photo, circa 1930s. (Images
research habits, where to look for
courtesy of the Wagner family)
important documents and how to
use the Illinois Regional Archives Depository located right here in
Booth Library. Registration for this event is recommended, but not
required. Please contact Elizabeth Papp to register for this event at
eapapp@eiu.edu.

Through her own family research, Cayla has
been able to make connections with her past
ancestors, including uncovering photos of her
great-grandparents. Pictured is Thomas Walter
Chance, circa 1930-1940.

Cayla Wagner received a B.A. in history from Eastern Illinois University. She is a graduate
student with the Historical Administration program and a graduate assistant at the Illinois
Regional Archives Depository.
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Asking the Question: A Guided Exhibit Tour
Wednesday, April 12, 5:30 p.m., Marvin Foyer, Booth Library
Presented by Aaron Martin and Hailey Paige, Historical Administration graduate students
The process of creating an exhibit is a long one, involving
many steps. Once a concept has been worked out, exhibit
team members decide on an intended audience and
survey people in that audience to see if the ideas of the
exhibit are getting across. The exhibit team can then
decide which artifacts to use to make the point, which
may involve getting loans from other institutions.
Exhibit development continues by refining the exhibit’s
main idea, determining a budget, deciding how the exhibit
will look, creating activities and events to go with the
exhibit, and writing labels. Once these major components
have been created, more analysis is done to make sure the
public can understand them. Manufacturing elements of
the exhibit, receiving loans and advertising usually come
after that, and only after all of this is completed can the
exhibit be installed.

The Mackinaw cache blades, unearthed in 1916 in Tazewell
County, IL, represent one of the most remarkable collections
of lithic projectile points in North America. The tour will
highlight the unusual discovery of these blades. (Image
courtesy of Peter Bostrom)

At this event, Aaron Martin and Hailey Paige will lead
a special guided tour of A Question of History. During
this time, they will highlight certain objects in the exhibit that are of particular interest, and tell the detailed
stories of these artifacts and the institutions that care for them. They will also be available to answer questions
about the process of creating A Question of History, as well as any specific questions about the exhibit itself.
Aaron Martin received a B.A. in history from Indiana University at
Bloomington. He is a graduate assistant for the Historical Administration
program.
Hailey Paige received a B.A. in history and anthropology from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison. She is a graduate assistant at the
Tarble Arts Center.
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Photos, Papers and Publications: Restoring Personal Documents
Wednesday, April 19, 5:30 p.m., Pensees Bookshop, 502 Sixth St., Charleston
Presented by Bob Bertrand, owner of Pensees Books
A large portion of public history,
and history in general, involves
preservation, conservation and
restoration. Each one plays a crucial
role in a museum, so that artifacts can
survive for historians and the public
for generations to come. A book is
very different from a geode or a china
dish, and so, too, are the needs of
each object. They each require special
attention and skills to care for. But
what exactly are these needs and
skills? How does a conservator protect
paper? Can an old, crumbling book
look brand new again?

Preservation and
restoration helps to save documents,
such as these 1894 Coles County
Chancery court records, found
in the Illinois Regional Archives
Depository at Booth Library.

Hosted by Bob Bertrand, owner of
local Pensees Books, this workshop
familiarizes individuals with the
basic materials and techniques used in the restoration of old book bindings and their contents. Attendees of
the class will learn the true goal of restoration: to present a finished product that most closely resembles the
original in both appearance and construction. Space is limited and a reservation is required. Please contact
Hailey Paige to register for this event at hpaige@eiu.edu.

Bob Bertrand has a B.A. in theology from Moody Bible Institute and an M.A. in religion
from Trinity College. His skills in book restoration come from classes at the University of
Illinois, working with a professional conservator and 20 years of trial and error.
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Exhibits
A Question of History: Public History in Illinois
On display in the Marvin Foyer and Reference Hallway
at Booth Library from March 30 to July 31, 2017

On October 1, 2015, the Illinois State Museum closed its doors for nine months amidst a statewide budget
crisis. This closure brought the topic of public history in Illinois to the forefront of a national conversation
about the relevance of history. To raise awareness about the importance of public history, Eastern Illinois
University’s 2016-2017 Historical Administration class has created an exhibit titled A Question of History:
Public History in Illinois. The major themes of the exhibit trace the role of the public and the historical
institutions of Illinois to show how history continues to be vital to our cultural heritage and identity.

From 1923 to 1963
the Illinois State
Museum was housed
in the Centennial
building in downtown
Springfield. Due to
the state budget crisis,
the ISM was closed
temporarily from
October 2015 to July
2016. (Image courtesy
of the ISM)
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A Question of History
A central theme of the exhibit explores the diverse
applications of public history. One such method,
preservation, outlines a common practice at historical sites
and landmarks. An excellent example of preservation can
be observed at the Lincoln Home National Historic Site.
During the 1987 renovation of the Lincoln Home National
Historic Site, the National Park Service initiated a
restoration project of the upstairs bedroom to reconstruct
its original appearance. To properly reproduce the modern
muddy brown and gray-blue colors, the NPS custom
ordered replica-period wallpaper. Upon discovery of the
Replica wallpaper in the Lincoln Bedroom. (Image courtesy
wallpaper’s original vibrant colors during the renovation,
of the Lincoln Home National Historic Site)
however, the conservators at the Lincoln Home quickly
stopped the presses. The accurate colors were printed and installed in 1988.

Locating the Past
History reaches beyond the classroom. Since the founding of Charleston
almost 200 years ago, topics of local history have brought to light important
people and events significant to the community’s formation. A historical
marker, erected in 1935 on the edge of Charleston, memorialized the town as
one of the seven locations of the Lincoln-Douglas Debates. The marker reads:

Erected in 1935, this historical
marker commemorates the LincolnDouglas Debate held in Charleston.
(Image courtesy of the ALPLM)

“On September 18, 1858, the fourth of the famous joint debates between
Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas was held approximately one
quarter-mile south of here. Twelve thousand people heard the two candidates
for the United States senatorship discuss the question of slavery in American
politics.”
The historical marker, and many like it found across the United States, help us
to remember our past, connecting us to our shared cultural heritage.
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Perceptions of the Past
Museums and other public
history institutions share a long
history in spreading knowledge
around the world. Beginning with
Wunderkammer, or “cabinets of
curiosity,” these collections included
a vast array of exotic specimens.
These specimens included
taxidermied animals, shells and
geodes. The box turtle shell,
featured in this section, reveals the
layers of the turtle shell and helps to
teach about its structural anatomy.
Educational tools, like the turtle
shell, highlight the didactic qualities
provided by museum services. The
exchange of knowledge enriches
museum visitors to give rise to a
more educated public.

The Illinois State Museum in Springfield, IL. (Image courtesy of the Illinois State Museum)

History in the Moment
History today holds a declining position in societal priorities. State budget cuts across the nation continue to
shut the doors of historical institutions — potentially forever. Nevertheless, museum attendance has steadily
risen over the past several years. American museums, libraries and other public history institutions receive
visitors more than 2.5 billion times each year.
The closing of the Illinois State Museum (ISM) in 2015-2016 had a statewide impact. The staff of 68 was cut
to three, prompting many talented leaders in the field to leave Illinois for stable jobs. Students suffered, as
almost 30,000 were denied the educational experience of the ISM. The closure also led to a decrease in tourism
throughout Springfield, as well as a significant loss of revenue. Supporting historic institutions, like the ISM,
ensures the preservation of stories and objects in the public trust for future generations.
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Becoming History
Throughout history, events and specific moments in
time rank on different levels of significance. Periods of
celebration or remembrance, in which people honor the
past and its people, tend to have a more prominent place
in public memory.
Centennials provide one example of communal
gatherings of states and nations to celebrate shared
heritage and history. In 1918, the Illinois centennial led
to celebrations across the state, including the minting
of commemorative half-dollar coins. George T. Morgan
and John R. Sinnock designed these silver coins as
a means of observing the state centennial. Illinois’
bicentennial in 2018 affords an opportunity to reflect on
Illinois’ history and its importance in understanding our
shared past.

One hundred thousand of these silver commemorative
half dollars were minted in celebration of Illinois’
centennial in 1918. (Image courtesy of the ALPLM)

Keepers of History
Professionals in the field of public history have the job of protecting, preserving and sharing the cultural
heritage and identity of the people of Illinois. When asked about his role as a public historian, Dr. Mike
Wiant, director of the Illinois State Museum, said, “I think the very best way to think about this is that the
objects and documents and stories are the real record; they’re the legacy of public history. For me, I have
been a temporary collector, a temporary collections manager, a temporary teacher, a temporary researcher.
Each one of those elements have been, hopefully, contributions to the overall body of information that will be
available to people in the future. So, in the end we have this obligation to preserve the past, to articulate it as a
matter of public history, but most important, to ensure that it’s there for generations in the future.”
Although professionals in the field serve as protectors to preserve cultural heritage, citizens must also actively
participate toward the care and preservation of shared history. Together, professionals and individuals can
ensure that future generations have the resources necessary to learn about the past, the present and themselves.
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Exhibit Design Team
Eastern Illinois University’s Historical Administration M.A. program has trained emerging professionals as
leaders in the field of museums and historical agencies since 1975. The program consists of an academic year
on campus followed by a six-month internship. Coursework introduces students to the meaning and methods
of museums, historic sites and archives, as well as the stewardship of three-dimensional artifacts and the built
environment. Student-centered projects provide opportunities for students to test the theory in practical
ways, including the two-semester research, design, implementation and evaluation of an exhibit at a partner
institution. The class of 2017 presents the exhibition, A Question of History: Public History in Illinois, made
possible with the support of EIU’s Booth Library.
Jessica Craig, curator
Jessica is from Bowling Green, KY. In 2015, she graduated from Centre College with a B.A.
in history. As an undergraduate, Jessica volunteered at the McDowell House Museum and
Shaker Village of Pleasant Hill. After graduating, Jessica served as an AmeriCorps VISTA at
Nicodemus National Historic Site.
Claire Eagle, design/marketing
Claire is from Jacksonville, AL. She graduated from the University of North Alabama with a
B.S. in history and minors in public history and women’s studies. Claire has interned at Pond
Spring and the General Joe Wheeler Home, and is the graduate assistant at Lincoln Log Cabin
State Historic Site. She hopes to continue her career in collections and programming after EIU.
Aaron Martin, education
Aaron is from Fort Atkinson, WI, and has a B.A. in history with minors in French and German
from Indiana University-Bloomington. His experience includes volunteering at the Hoard
Historical Museum in Fort Atkinson, researching his family at the Austrian State Archives
and completing an internship at the Mathers Museum of World Cultures in Bloomington, IN.
Aaron hopes to work in museum education or public programs in the future.
Sara Mercado, curator
Sara is from Eastvale, CA. She graduated from California State Polytechnic University, Pomona,
in 2014 with a B.S. in anthropology and minor in history. She volunteered at the John D.
Cooper Center in Santa Ana, CA, and will intern at the San Bernardino County Museum
starting in May 2017.
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Hailey Paige, curator
Hailey was born and raised in Cedarburg, WI. After receiving a B.A. at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison in history and anthropology, she interned at the Union Historical Society
and the Supreme Court of the United States before gaining employment at the Wisconsin
Historical Society. She is the Tarble Arts Center graduate assistant.
Elizabeth Papp, education
Elizabeth is from Swansea, IL. She graduated from Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville
in 2016 with a B.A. in history and a minor in anthropology. She interned at the Lewis and
Clark State Historic Site, the Cahokia Courthouse and the Jarrot Mansion.
Meagan Patterson, design/marketing
Meagan is from Galatia, IL. She graduated from The University of Southern Indiana in 2016
with a B.S. in psychology. Meagan interned at New Lanark World Heritage Site in New Lanark,
Scotland, and New Harmony State Historic Site in New Harmony, IN.
Amanda Roberts, registrar
Amanda is from Montgomery, MN. She graduated from the University of WisconsinOshkosh in 2016 with a B.S. in history and mathematics. Amanda interned at the Rice County
Historical Society in Faribault, MN, and serves as a graduate assistant in EIU’s Office of Faculty
Development.
Brock Stafford, design/marketing
Brock is from Indianapolis, IN. He received a B.A. in U.S. history from Concordia University,
WI, in 2008, and an M.A. in the philosophy of history from Olivet Nazarene University in
2012. He has worked for the Indiana Historical Society and interned at the Indiana State
Museum Historic Sites department, as well as completing volunteer work with Frank Lloyd
Wright organizations.
Cayla Wagner, registrar
Cayla is from Orland Park, IL. She graduated from Eastern Illinois University in 2016 with a
B.A. in history, and minors in anthropology and creative writing. She has spent the academic
year interning at the Illinois Regional Archives Depository in Booth Library.
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Library Resources
Booth Library’s book and media collections contain many items related to Illinois history, public history and
other related subjects. Below is a selected list of items that may be borrowed from the library’s collections or
are available online. Numerous other resources are available at the library and through interlibrary loan.

Fiction

Brooks, Geraldine. People Of The Book: A Novel....................................PR9619.3.B7153 P46 2008
Doerr, Anthony. All The Light We Cannot See: A Novel...............................PS3604.O34 A77 2014
Konigsburg, E.L. From The Mixed-up Files Of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler.......................813 K836f

Nonfiction, General

Adair, Bill, Benjamin Filene and Laura Koloski, eds. Letting Go?:
Sharing Historical Authority In A User-generated World...........................................D16.163 .L48 2011x
Donnelly, Jessica Foy, ed. Interpreting Historic House Museums....................................................E159 .D66 2002
Edsel, Robert M., and Bret Witter. The Monuments Men: Allied Heros, Nazi Thieves,
And The Greatest Treasure Hunt In History...................................................................D810.A7 E23 2013
Hoving, Thomas. King Of The Confessors..............................................................................................NK5943 .H68
Leon, Warren, and Roy Rosenzweig, eds. History Museums in the United States:
A Critical Assessment.............................................................................................................E159 .H73 1989
Linenthal, Edward Tabor, and Tom Engelhardt, eds. History Wars: The Enola Gay
And Other Battles For The American Past.......................................................................E840.4 .H57 1996

Illinois History

Biles, Roger. Illinois: A History Of The Land And Its People.....................................F541.3 .B55 2005
Davis, James Edward. Frontier Illinois...........................................................................F545 .D38 1998
Faragher, John Mack. Sugar Creek: Life On The Illinois Prairie............................F547.S94 F37 1986

Family History/Genealogy

Croom, Emily Anne. The Essential Guide To Unpuzzling Your Past:
The Classic Source For Tracing Your Family History........................................................CS47 .C26 2003x
Hite, Richard. Sustainable Genealogy: Separating Fact From Fiction
In Family Legends................................................................................................................CS16 .H58 2013x
Kempthorne, Charley. For All Time: A Complete Guide To Writing
Your Family History...............................................................................................................CS16 .K45 1996
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Books about the 1893 Columbian Exposition

Larson, Erik. The Devil In The White City: Murder, Magic, And Madness
At The Fair That Changed America...................................................HV6248.M8 L37 2003
Reed, Christopher Robert. All The World Is Here!: The Black Presence
At White City.........................................................................................E185.53.C5 R44 2000
Wadsworth, Sarah, and Wayne A. Wiegand. Right Here I See My Own Books: The
Woman’s Building Library At The World’s Columbian Exposition.......Z732.I2 W33 2012

Illinois Travel Books

Taylor, Troy. Haunted Illinois: History & Hauntings From Little Egypt
To The Windy City..........................................................................................................BF1472.U6 T39x 2001
Taylor, Troy, Mark Moran and Mark Sceurman. Weird Illinois: Your Travel Guide
To Illinois’ Local Legends And Best Kept Secrets.............................................................BF1475 .T395 2005x

Films

Websites

Night At The Museum (2014)...............................................................................PN1997 .N5429x .DVD
Lincoln (2012)...........................................................................................................PN1997 .L563x .DVD
Expo: Magic of the White City (2005)..............................................................T500.B1 E97 2005x .DVD
High Tech Lincoln (2005)...............................................................................E457.65 .H57 2008x .DVD
Bringing up Baby (1938)..........................................................................................PN1997 .B846x .DVD
House of Wax (1953).............................................................................................PN1997 .H6822x .DVD

American Alliance of Museums.................................................................................................http://www.aam-us.org
American Association for State and Local History......................................................................http://www.aaslh.org
Center for the Future of Museums..................................................................http://futureofmuseums.blogspot.com
ExhibiTricks......................................................................................................................................http://blog.orselli.net
“Genealogical Research” at Illinois State Archives
.....................................................http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/archives/services.html
History Relevance Campaign....................................................................................http://www.historyrelevance.com
Illinois State Archives...................................http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/archives/about.html
Museum 2.0..................................................................................................................http://museumtwo.blogspot.com
Museum-Ed..........................................................................................................................http://www.museum-ed.org
National Council for Public History........................................................................................................http://ncph.org
National Historic Preservation Act...............................................................................http://www.achp.gov/nhpa.pdf
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Partnering Institutions
The Historical Administration Class of 2017 would like to thank the following institutions and individuals for
contributing to the creation of A Question of History.
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum
In 2005, the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum opened in Springfield, IL. Since then, the
museum has been educating visitors about the life of Lincoln through immersive exhibits, displays and performances. The museum is owned by Illinois taxpayers and operated by the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency.
Illinois State Museum
Founded in 1877 as the State Historical Library and Natural History Museum, the Illinois State Museum has
dedicated itself to the education of the citizens of Illinois. Today the Illinois State Museum is a system of museums and galleries across Illinois that promote Illinois art, educate citizens on a variety of topics and protect
irreplaceable state artifacts.
Lincoln Home National Historic Site
Before ascending to the presidency, Abraham Lincoln and his family lived in his Springfield house for seventeen years. In 1887, Lincoln’s son, Robert, deeded the house to the State of Illinois. In 1972, the site was
designated as a National Historic Site, and the National Park Service took over control of the property. Today,
the site includes not only the Lincoln home but several other buildings of the period.
Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic Site
Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic Site interprets the 19th century home of Abraham Lincoln’s father and stepmother, Thomas and Sarah Bush Lincoln. Dismantled in 1891, the original cabin was sent to Chicago for display
at the 1893 Columbian Expo. The cabin would never return to Coles County; a replica now stands in its place.
Lincoln Log Cabin serves the public by educating visitors on rural 19th century life and the lives of the Lincolns.
Springfield and Central Illinois African American History Museum
In 2003, an oral history project uncovered the need for the recording and study of the local African American
community in central Illinois. The private, not-for-profit institution exists to tell authentic stories about African American life in central Illinois, past and present, and to celebrate and share their history and culture.
Coles County Historical Society
Founded in 1963 by a group of 100 individuals, the Coles County Historical Society has operated for over 50
years to preserve and promote interest in the history and stories of Coles County. Today, the institution displays rotating exhibits in the museum at the historic Depot in Mattoon and hosts several events throughout
the year.
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A Question of History: Public History in Illinois was curated by Eastern Illinois University’s 2016-2017
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exhibit and related programming was provided through the Historical Administration Program Association,
individual donors, and a Research and Creative Activity Grant sponsored by the EIU Graduate School.
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Clockwise from the top left: Lincoln Home
National Historic Site. (Photo courtesy of
HA Class of 2017)
Lincoln bedroom at the Lincoln Home
National Historic Site. (Photo courtesy of
LHNHS)
Mackinaw cache blades, unearthed in 1916
in Tazewell County, IL. (Photo courtesy of
Peter Bostrom)
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The Journey to Other Worlds (1997)
exhibit at the Illinois State Museum
explored the culture of 14 ethnographic
groups found across Siberia. (Photo
courtesy of ISM)
“Museumobile,” the first self-contained
traveling museum in the country, traveled
the highways of Illinois for 22 years
beginning in 1949. (Photo courtesy of
Illinois State Museum)

Virginia Eifert served as editor, author
and photographer of The Living Museum
magazine at the Illinois State Museum for
27 years. Virginia also wrote a series of 16
books on natural history and historical
fiction. (Photo courtesy of Illinois State
Museum)
Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic Site,
located 8 miles south of Charleston. (Photo
courtesy of LLCHS)
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