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EIU once again tops USNWR 
list of Illinois public regionals 

Eastern Illinois University is once 
again the highest ranking Illinois 
school and has jumped to fifth 
overall among the Midwest's 
top public regional universities, 
according to U.S. News and V7or/.d 

Report's 2019 annual college 
ranking. The entire Midwest 
region encompasses a 12-state 
territory that includes Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, Ohio, South 
Dakota and Wisconsin. 

EIU ranks in the top 25 scores of all Midwestern regional 
institutions offering a .full range of undergraduate majors and 

.master's programs, according to U.S. News and World Repott's yearly 
edition of "Best Colleges''. 

EIU nationally recognized 
as a Transfer Honor Roll 
institution 

Eastern Illinois University has been 
recognized as a Phi Theta Kappa 
2018 Transfer Honor Roll institution, 
which identifies Eastern as a top 
four-year university for creating 
dynamic pathways ro support 
transfer students. Phi Theta Kappa 
recognized EIU for its commitment 
and investment of resources to 
support community college transfer 
studen�s. 

"'Xe have fantastic, collaborative partnerships with community 
colleges throughout lllinois, but particularly those in Eascern's 
region of the state," said Josh Norman '08, associate vice president 
for enrollment management. "Those partnerships make transferring 
ro EIU a natural and straightforward process for any community 
college student interested in continuing their education at EIU." 

To earn the Phi Theta Kappa 2018 Honor Roll distinction, 
institutions musi: be regionally accredited, baccalaureate degree­
granting institutions, and must also benchmark their practices and 
achievements in areas including institutional partnerships; pre- and 
post-transfer support; community college data tracking; and transfer 
innovations. 
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Rankings are based on schooli' academic reputations, student 
selectivity, graduat'on and retention rates, faculty resources and alumni 
giving. ElU's ranking is aided by its focus on personal attention and 
friendly, family-like atmosphere. For example, the student-faculty ratio 
stands at just 14: l, and only 2 peICent of EtU's classes have 50 or more 
students. In addition, EIU continues to celebrate the highest freshman 
retention rate and the highest graduation rate among all Illinois public 
univecs ities in its class on the lis1. 

"Eastern Illinois UniVersity's enhanced position in this year's 
U.S. News and World Report's annual ranking speaks to our 
deep commitment to student success," said Elli President David 
Glassman. 'EIU is an e:-;:traordi.nary institution and a phenomenal 
value proposition. We pride ourselves on pcoviding affordable 
access to quality academic programs and an unmatched student 
experience, and these distinctions are a tangible confirmation of 
those ideals." 

EIU extends two 
partnerships 

Partnerships berween EIU and American legion 
Auxiliary rllini Gicls State and the Smith­

Walbridge Clinics were renewed rhis past summer. 

Premier Girls State brings togethec young women from 1he state of 
Tllinois foe a week-long program where they are provided training in 
city, county and state government. The participants have a chance to 
nm for office, vote, campaign and write legislation for the 01ganization. 
Guest speakers in the political arena and motivational speakern are 
invited to encourage young women to become more confident and 
provide them with a solid foundation of leade1ship and management 
as they transition into adult life. The partnership with EIU was 
extended another 10 years. 

Smith-Walbridge dinics host mar<lling band-related activities for high 
school students. undel}lrJ.duate college students and band directors. 

"Smith-Walbridge Clinics is one of the preeminent marching band 
clinics in the US, in fact it also draws a significant nt.lmba- of 
intemational participants." sa!d Mark Hudson '81, '83, director of 
University Hoo sing and Dining. "It is a huge honor that they want 
to continue �urking with .Eastern Illincis University to host their 
confecence for the next five years!' 


