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She said philosophy’s student credit production is 
among the highest in the college.

“ I t  s e e m s  t o  m e  t h a t  t h e  Wo rk-
group should be asking us what we are do-
ing instead of trying to eliminate us,”  
DePetro said.  

Philosophy professor Grant Sterling said he was 
disappointed on several occasions when Workgroup 
No. 7 made considerations to eliminate the philoso-
phy department. 

Sterling said this is because even after informing 
the group of how the data used in the process was 
misleading, they still did not change a single word in 
their �nal recommendations.

He said the data used suggested the faculty was 
producing less credit hours, which is one of several 
pieces of misleading information the group had.

“I think the referendum only put a number on 
something that I had already heard from many peo-
ple,” Sterling said.  

Despite the referendum’s results, Sterling said he 
does not expect Workgroup No.7 to reach out to the 

department because the group “ceased to exist” after 
December when it turned their recommendations in.  

�e Academic Program Elimination/Reorganiza-
tion Review committee, Council on Academic Af-
fairs and the Faculty Senate are now weighing in on 
the Workgroup’s recommendations and making their 
own regarding the programs.

“Now it’s a matter of the three committees giving 
their recommendations and (Eastern President Da-
vid Glassman) deciding what direction he wants to 
go in,” Sterling said.  

Stephen Lucas, department chair of secondary ed-
ucation, said the adult and community education 
program was already planning to go on a hiatus be-
fore Workgroup No. 7 had made its recommenda-
tions. 

�e program was approved about three years ago 
to train students who want to work in educational or 
training development but not in a school setting.  

Lucas said the reason the program was created was 
because about six or seven years ago, the state of Illi-
nois increased the testing requirements to become a 
teacher. 

As a result, he said, a lot of Eastern students in the 
education programs were excluded from passing the 

basic skills requirement since the state raised the bar 
for the tests.  

“We had a lot of students who were being told 
they couldn’t go on by the state and their program 
and yet they still wanted to be in something like 
teaching,” Lucas said. “So, we developed this program 
to tap into that need for them.”

Lucas said the reason there was already discussion 
about putting the program on hiatus before the vital-
ization project was because the numbers of students 
in it is going down, and the program’s faculty mem-
bers are not specialized in the area of non-school ed-
ucation. 

Lucas said the budget impasse also affected the 
program, along with students changing their majors. 

Maintaining the program became overwhelming 
since it did not have experts in the area and used part-
time faculty from other departments with an interest 
in the program, he said.

“We �nally just came up to the point of saying, 
‘Understandably, the campus cannot go ahead and 
do a search to get us a tenure-track position,’ ” Lu-
cas said. 

Despite the resources given to adult and commu-
nity education, Lucas said it was not making progress.

	 “We understand that the campus has to 
cut costs and everything and so we volunteered to put 
this on hiatus,” Lucas said.

Because of this, the adult and community educa-
tion program is not recruiting any more students, but 
Lucas said they are still working hard with their few 
remaining majors, who are expected to graduate in 
December.  

Lucas said the group of students currently in the 
program have been �exible and understanding about 
putting the program on hiatus.  

While Workgroup No. 7 was going through each 
department and program, Lucas said he went to the 
members personally to tell them that adult and com-
munity education would be an easy one to select for 
the consideration of consolidation.  

“It’s a very challenging time for everybody,” Lu-
cas said. “You know, Workgroup No.7 I think had a 
very di�cult task to undertake, they had a very short 
amount of time to work with.” 

 
Abbey Whittington can be reached at 581-2812 

or anwhittington@eiu.edu. 

Pawar proposes “new deal” for Illinois

JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Chicago Alderman Amaya Pawar, recently announced his bid for the democratic nomination 
for governor, spoke to a room of members of the Eastern community Saturday. 

Read the full story on 
www.dailyeasternnews.com  

By Analicia Haynes
Online Editor | @Haynes1943

Inspired by the determination of former 
president Franklin D. Roosevelt and equipped 
with a vision, Chicago alderman Ameya Pawar, 
from the 47th ward, spoke to students, faculty 
and community members about his plans for 
the future of Illinois on Saturday. 

Pawar recently announced his bid to run for 
the Democratic nomination for Governor in 
2018.

He came to Eastern to share his platform, 
which he called the “new deal” for Illinois. 

Consisting of four key points, he said his vi-
sion for Illinois is based on equity, fairness and 
progressive tax reform. 

“I’m tired of the state of Illinois fighting 
over scraps,” Pawar said. “I believe government 
is aspirational as well as public service.”

The first point in his plan is changing the 
public education funding formula currently in 
place. 

He said every community not based on 
wealth experiences some sort of inequity in 
education because of the reliance on proper-
ty taxes. 

“So, if you were in a community that has a 
wealthier tax base, then you can spend what 
you need to spend on schools, but everyone 
else in the state has to �gure out how to pay 
for schools without taxing everyone,” Pawar 
said. 

What ends up happening, he said, is people 
have massive inequities, where a few suburbs 
outside the city can spend $25,000 a year for 
students and most spend half of that. 

» Workgroup
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Grant said when the students are done with 
the program, they end up with an applied 
skill set from not only what they learned in 
the classroom but also what they have been 
able to do for the university. 

 He said some of the schools extend their 
program outside to the surrounding commu-
nity, where they will contact local employers 

and ask what the staff needs,  what is required 
for part-time work and if they could make 
that job available to students. 

At first, Grant said the center would have 
just been for students interested in media but 
later realized students in any major would be 
able to find a use for it. 

The REAL center would help, he said, be-
cause after having conversations with students 
on campus, they tell him that the applied ex-
perience they currently get is a let down. 

“The student I had in mind was a (man-
agement information systems) major and they 
would really have liked to have some courses 
or work on campus in an area that could have 
used and applied his skills,” Grant said. “In-
stead, the only place that would take him was 
dining centers.”

Technology professor Peter Ping Liu asked 
what the difference is between the “REAL 
Center” and Career Services.

“I don’t think Career Services is fulfilling 

this requirement right now for students, so 
we’re not taking a real in-depth or close look 
at what the students’ career goals are,” Grant 
said. 

Grant said he thinks of Career Services 
when students are getting ready to go out the 
door, because they would help them with re-
sumes and setting them up at job fairs. 

Read the full story on 
www.dailyeasternnews.com  
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Maintenance Person. University Es-
tates in search of a maintenance 
person to do various jobs in mobile 
home community. Must have your 
own tools and be able to pass a 
criminal background. Part-time po-
sition. 25 hours per week or more if 
needed. Call for details 
(217) 345-3133 Ask for Glenn.
________________________ 2/30

Help wanted

6
For rent

CLASSIFIEDS
For rent

Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse. 
Call 24 hours for details. 
(217) 549-2668.
________________________ 2/28

7 bedroom House- Washer, dryer, 
dishwasher C/A Near Rec center. 
Includes trash and yard care 
$265.00 each 217-549-6967
________________________ 2/22

5 Bedroom house- washer, dryer, 
dishwasher C/A Buzzard Area. 
Includes trash yard care. $285.00 
each 217-5496967
________________________ 2/22

2 bedroom house - washer, dryer 
dishwasher C/A Buzzard Area. 
Includes trash yard care $335.00 
each 217-549-6967
________________________ 2/22

Apartments 1/2 block to campus 4 
bedroom and 3 bedroom $250 
each Includes trash 217-549-6967
________________________ 2/22

LEASING FOR FALL 2017-18! BEST 
apartments for groups of 1-4 in 
Charleston and way cheaper than 
the dorms. MUST SEE TO BELIEVE! 
Washer/dryer, spacious, furnished, 
balcony, walk-in closet, close to EIU, 
vaulted ceilings, discounted prices! 
217-345-5515. 
melroseonfourth.com
________________________ 2/28

Leasing for Fall apartments and 5 
bedroom house on 7th St. clean 
and affordable. no pets. 
rentals@jwilliamsrentals.com or 
(217) 345-7286
_________________________ 3/6

Our Most Popular “wait listed” 
home available for Fall 2017 6 
Bedroom House located at 1024 
6th Street Huge deck Big covered 
front porch large bedrooms tons 
of parking and close to campus 
call 708-772-3711 schedule a 
tour and info 
_________________________ 3/7

Looking for 3-4 responsible 
students to rent a nice house 
affordable for the right party 
interested in pursuing an education 
at Eastern call (217) 345-2516
_______________________ 03/10

Affordable studio apartment good 
campus location (217) 345-2516
________________________ 3/10

Recently Remodeled Student 
Rental (217) 962-0790
________________________ 3/10

Spring, Summer and Fall 1, 2, 3 & 4 
bedroom apartments,  as low as 
$222.50. Some close to campus 
Carlyle Apartments. (217) 348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
________________________ 3/15

STUDIO, 1 & 2 BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE. FALL 
2017. Great locations. Please 
contact us for more information.  
(217) 348-8249  or visit our 
website at ppwrentals.com 
________________________ 3/13

Fall 2017. Very nice houses, 
townhouses, and apartments for 
1-8 people. 1-3 blocks from 
campus. Rent $250 - $400 per 
person. Call (217) 493-7559. 
www.myeiuhome.com
_________________________ 5/1

Close to campus. Nice, clean 
apartments. 1 and 2 bedroom. 
Starting at $250 a bedroom. For 
spring semester 2017, fall semester 
2017. No pets. Fully furnished 
except beds. Off-street parking and 
laundry on-site. Some restrictions 
do apply. Call or text 
(314) 334-3994. 
_________________________ 5/2

10 Year Price ROLLBACK! 
1-2 PERSON RENTALS 

 
www.woodrentals.com 

 
Call for appointment to view! 

 
 

 
 
 1512 A Street / 345-4489 

Baseball secures first win of season

 JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Sophomore infielder Jimmy Govern prepares to throw to first base after fielding a groundball 
in a preseason scrimmage Monday, Feb. 13 at O’Brien Field.

ACROSS

 1 “Winnie-the-___”

 5 “Kisses, dahling!”

 9 Recorded on a 
cassette

14 Something 
cleared up by 
Clearasil

15 Akron’s home

16 To whom Butler 
said “Frankly, my 
dear, I don’t give 
a damn”

17 Slow-cooked 
beef entree

19 Used a light 
beam on in 
surgery

20 Samuel of the 
Supreme Court

21 “How do you 
___?” (court 
query)

23 Indenting key

24 Indian tribe that 
lent its name to 
two states

26 Fabled city of 
wealth sought by 
conquistadors

28 Before, to Byron

29 401(k) relative

31 Versatile piece of 
furniture

32 Put into law

34 Detroit factory 
output

35 One with a leg 
up in the circus 
business?

39 Trig or calc

41 October 
birthstones

42 Tel Aviv native

46 Sch. run by the 
Latter-day Saints

47 Have bills

50 Gambling scam

52 High on pot

54 Bottle alternative

55 Laughs loudly

57 Big name in 
retail jewelry

58 “Shucks, you 
shouldn’t have!”

60 What the starts 
of 17-, 26-, 35- 
and 50-Across 
are

62 ___ Ste. Marie, 
Mich.

63 Regarding

64 List-ending abbr.

65 Writers’ wrongs?

66 Container for 
eggs

67 Cincinnati team

DOWN

 1 Macy’s 
Thanksgiving 
event

 2 Eye-related

 3 Like a live radio 
announcer

 4 Aware of, in cool-
cat slang

 5 Cow sound

 6 Fly swatter 
sound

 7 Passage in a 
plane

 8 Red Monopoly 
purchases

 9 Described, as 
something in the 
past

10 “So THAT’s the 
story here!”

11 Carb-heavy 
buffet area

12 Kindle or Nook

13 Some pudgy, 
middle-aged 
physiques, 
informally

18 Corkscrew-
shaped noodles

22 Commotion

25 Asia’s ___ Sea

27 Off to the ___ 
(starting strong)

30 Coll. entrance 
exam

32 Actor Hawke of 
“Boyhood”

33 What it takes to 
tango

35 Hang, Wild West-
style

36 Alert to squad 
cars, for short

37 Big name in 
potato chips

38 All thumbs

39 Wrong for the 
role

40 “Go ahead, 
shoot!”

43 Long-necked 
waders

44 Language in 
Vientiane

45 “Your work is 
wonderful”

47 Airing after 
midnight, say

48 Little shaver, to a 
Scot

49 ’50s Ford flops

51 Clear the 
blackboard

53 Many a John 
Wayne film, 
informally

56 Takes a chair

59 “Evil Woman” 
rock grp.

61 “Balderdash!”

PUZZLE BY BRUCE HAIGHT

Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past 
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/studentcrosswords.
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58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67
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ACROSS

 1 Popular 
playground 
pastime

 9 Pacific 
demonstrations

15 News source 
with a “For the 
Record” feature

16 “Oh yeah!”

17 Remarkably rapid

18 Overall

19 Producer of 
boxing rings

20 City in Central 
Macedonia

22 Permanent 
marker

23 Violinist Kavafian

24 Looks down

25 Actress Campbell

26 “Dear ___” 
(“Double 
Fantasy” song)

28 Actress Thurman

29 Charles who 
starred in the 
1938 drama 
“Algiers”

30 Slightly

33 Prized game fish

35 He played 
Ant-Man in 
2015’s “Ant-Man”

36 Place

37 Come out on top

40 Betraying 
extreme 
embarrassment

43 Prepare, as 
some Mexican 
food

44 Movie-archiving 
org.

46 Bulbous 
perennial

47 Women’s issue?

48 Series finale

50 Partner of 
9-Down

51 Downwind

52 What small 
cranes may 
produce

53 Tourist haven 
with the capital 
Denpasar

54 Home to the 
Zapotec people

56 Politician’s 
accessory

58 Letter closing

59 Share 
confidences with

60 He wrote 
“Lust’s passion 
will be served; 
it demands, 
it militates, it 
tyrannizes”

61 Warm, inviting 
facial feature

DOWN

 1 Camp classic

 2 Words of 
understanding

 3 They result 
in very fast 
response times

 4 “Superhits of the 
Superstars” label

 5 Reaction from a 
tough crowd

 6 Seller of TV and 
magazine spots, 
informally

 7 Knocked 
senseless

 8 Oration location

 9 Partner of 
50-Across

10 College just north 
of New York City

11 Squirt

12 “Nice going, 
jerk!”

13 “Far less than 
that”

14 Longhorns’ rivals

21 Blocks, e.g.

25 Common beach 
policy

27 Works of a 
lifetime

29 Imported 
wheels?

31 Xmas, for Jimmy 
Buffett

32 First name in 
infamy

34 It may be labeled 
“XXX”

37 Install, as 
software before 
shipping

38 Software event

39 Sorry

40 2013 World 
Series M.V.P., to 
fans

41 French motto 
part

42 Restaurant with 
a “playful” name

45 “How ya holdin’ 
up?”

48 United base

49 “Dumb and 
Dumber” drive 
destination

52 Looped in, in a 
way

53 Midnight, e.g.

55 Seat of 
Missouri’s 
Douglas County

57 Appropriate 
answer for this 
clue

PUZZLE BY JAMES MULHERN

Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past 
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/studentcrosswords.
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By Maher Kawash 
Baseball Reporter | @DEN_Sports 

The Eastern baseball team 
has struggled holding early 
leads to begin the new sea-
son until that all changed 
Sunday afternoon.

The  Pan the r s  we re  in 
Central Arkansas for an an-
nual series against the Bears, 
and despite three losses to 
begin the ser ies ,  Eastern 
found its first win of the sea-
son. 

To begin this season East-
ern has fallen to opponents 
a f t e r  g e t t ing  ahead  ea r -
ly on, but this time around 
the Panthers capitalized on 
a two-run lead taken in the 
four th  inning  and never 
looked back. 

The first runs came early 
on as both teams traded jabs 
in the first two innings with 
the score tied at two as the 
Panthers pitching was hav-
ing one of its best games all 
season. 

Eastern was led by fresh-
man pitcher Alex Stevenson 
on the mound as he started 
the game and finished with 
five strong innings with just 
two runs given up. 

The Panthers’ two runs 
in the fourth were earned 
somewhat unconventional-
ly as Joseph Duncan walked 
with the bases  loaded to 
spark the 3-2 lead. 

Andrew Curran followed 
a similar trend to knock in 
the next run as he was hit by 
the pitch to push the lead to 
4-2 which is all the Panthers 
needed with the bullpen do-

ing well. 
B r e n t  S t e p h e n s  c a m e 

into relieve Stevenson on 
the mound for Eastern and 
led the way until Michael 
Starcevich closed things out 
to earn his first save and give 
the Panthers their first win. 

The win pushes their re-
cord to 1-6 on the young 
campaign, and was the only 
bright spot of a long week-
end.

The first three games saw 
plenty of struggles for East-
ern, scoring just two runs 
combined in games two and 
three while a late rally fell 
short in game one. 

That rally was needed in 
game one after the pitching 
staff struggled again behind 
a start from Brendon Allen 
on the mound. 

Allen fell to 0-2 with the 
10-6 loss for Eastern, but 
the bigger problem was the 
team’s inability to produce 
runs in the first eight in-
nings. 

Other  than  a  f i ve - run 
ninth-inning rally, the Pan-
thers scored just one run as 
Central Arkansas continued 
to attack Eastern’s pitching 
staff. 

Games two and three fol-
lowed that trend for lack of 

scoring, but after a similarly 
slow start. 

In those two games, Pan-
thers allowed four or more 
runs in the first two innings 
to put them behind just as 
they had all series long. 

But with the first win in 
hand on the season, the con-
fidence can continue to rise 
for the young Panthers. 

Eastern gets a shot to im-
prove on that with a tough 
series against Kansas State 
on the road this weekend. 

Maher Kawash can be 
reached at 581-2812 or 

mwkawash@eiu.edu. 
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By Sean Hastings
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports 

There is not much arguing that this was not the 
season the men’s basketball team was hoping for or 
expecting and a loss to the OVC-winless South-
ern Illinois Edwardsville Cougars in the final game, 
summed up the season they had. 

Eastern’s season had a lot of ups and downs, most-
ly downs, and a final game against 0-15 was there for 
the Panthers to at least end the season on a high note 
and potentially make a post-season tournament. 

Instead, Eastern dropped its final game to the 
Cougars 78-59 and erased its chance at a post-season 
tournament berth. 

Southern Illinois had a brutal season, and the 0-15 
start shows that, but eight out of the 15 losses were 
less by 10 points. The Cougars will head into the off-
season on a winning note. 

Eastern was closing out its season strong with an 
overtime win over Southeast Missouri and Murray 
State, both OVC tournament-bound teams. It was 
too late of a push for an OVC Tournament berth, 
but another tournament entrance was possible. 

Junior Muusa Dama finished off his first season 
as a Panther with a double-double. He dropped 18 
points and 13 rebounds. 

Dama’s strong performance was not enough to aid 
the Panthers who were seemingly outmatched. 

The Cougars out-rebounded Eastern, outshot the 
Panthers from the field, and had six less turnovers 

than Eastern. SIUE scored 20 points off those turn-
overs. 

Southern Illinois Edwardsville’s Burak Eslik scored 
22 points to lead all scorers and Josh White was right 

behind him with 20. Devin Thornton scored 12 
points off the bench for the Cougars. 

Dama’s 13 rebounds led all players, but the fact 
that the Cougars had 10 out of 12 players bring 
down at least one rebound gave them the 43 re-
bounds. 

All season, it was tough to pin point one flaw in 
the Panthers’ game, certain nights it was hit or miss. 
There were games that Eastern would go 5-20 from 
beyond the arc, then there would be games like 
against Austin Peay were they hit 17 from beyond the 
arc. 

This game officially caps off Eastern’s season, 
which ended from far from where it was predicted to 
be at the beginning of the season. The Panthers were 
predicted to finish second in the OVC West. 

But Eastern finished in third to last, in front of 
Eastern Kentucky and SIUE. 

The eight teams in the OVC Tournament include: 
Belmont, Morehead State, Tennessee-Martin, Jack-
sonville State, Southeast Missouri, Murray State, Ten-
nessee State and Tennessee Tech. 

Sean Hastings can be reached at 581-2812 or 
smhastings@eiu.edu.

Panthers lose final game to winless SIUE

BRYAN BUND | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Senior Demetrius McReynolds soars under the basket Wednesday, Jan. 25 at Lantz Arena. 
Eastern fell 77-64 to the OVC conference opponent.

By Mark Shanahan
Women’s Basketball Reporter | @DEN_Sports

The season came to an end for the Eastern wom-
en’s basketball team with a 68-52 loss to Southern Illi-
nois Edwardsville on Saturday afternoon. 

The Panthers finish the season with a 9-19 over-
all record and a 5-11 record in Ohio Valley Confer-
ence play. In her final game for Eastern, senior Erica 
Brown fell short of a double-double with 11 points 
and nine rebounds. Freshman Zharia Lenoir was the 
leading scorer for the Panthers’ with 12 points. 

With the victory, Southern Illinois Edwardsville 
improves to 13-16 overall and 9-7 in conference play. 

Donshel Beck was the leading scorer in the game 
with 20 points while adding eight rebounds. Naki-
ah Bell was the team’s second leading scorer with 13 
points and six rebounds. 

The Panthers were held to 18 points in the first 
half as they scored nine points in the first and second 
quarter. Midway through the first the teams were 
tied at six, but a 7-0 run by the Cougars put them up 
13-6 with 3:14 remaining in the quarter. Sophomore 
Brittin Boyer made a free throw with 2:19 to go and 
Eastern would remain scoreless the rest of the quarter 
trailing 16-9 after one. 

Eastern got off to a good start in the second and 
came within two after two free throws from sopho-

more Halle Stull to make it 18-16 with 7:57 left in 
the quarter. A 7-0 run helped the Cougars jump out 
to a 25-16 lead and they would end up with a 31-18 
lead at the half. 

Lenoir and Brown opened up the scoring in the 
second half with back-to-back scores. The scor-
ing would go back in forth in the third quarter, but 
Southern Illinois Edwardsville built its lead up to 10. 
Eastern came within six after a pair of free throws 
from Lenoir, but the Cougars went on a 6-0 run and 
led 49-39 going into the final quarter. 

Southern Illinois Edwardsville scored the first eight 
points of the fourth quarter and jumped out to a 57-
39 advantage. A free throw by Stull gave the Pan-

thers their first point of the quarter at the 5:31 mark. 
The lead was extended to as high as 22 points in the 
fourth and Eastern scored the final eight points of the 
game. 

Eastern shot 29.7 percent in the game and was 
outrebounded 48-36. Southern Illinois Edwardsville 
shot 39.7 percent in the game and finished shooting 
44.8 percent from the field in the second half. 

The Panthers will return four of its five starters 
next season; Brown is the only senior on the team. 

Mark Shanahan can be reached at 581-2812 or 
mmshanahan@eiu.edu.

Women fall to SIUE on road in season finale
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OVC Champions

By Sean Hastings 
Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports 

After coming out of its first two 
weekends with winning records, 
the Eastern softball team suffered 
its first losing-record weekend. 

The Panthers came out strong to 
start with a 7-0 shutout over the 
Southern Illinois Carbondale, but 
would drop the next three games 
by no more than three runs each. 

Freshman Haley Mitchell kept 
up her tear this weekend and drove 
in seven more runs this weekend. 
She has 19 RBIs on the season, 
through 14 games. Mitchell hit a 
two-run home run in the fourth 
inning against Southern Illinois to 
make it 7-0. 

And newly noted power hitter 
sophomore Kayla Bear hit her third 
home run of the season. Bear did 
not hit a home run in 53 games 
played and 171 at bats. So now the 
Panthers’ speedy leadoff hitter, is 
not only a base stealing threat, she 
may be a home run threat now too. 

Junior Michelle Rogers contin-
ued to dominate in the circle. She 
pitched six shutout innings and al-
lowed just four hits giving fresh-
man Allison Golic an easy seventh 
inning to close out the game. 

Rogers picked up her fifth win 
of the season and improved to 5-1. 
She earned a win and a loss in two 
other games later in the weekend 
and is 6-2 overall. 

Mississippi State got to junior 

Jessica Wireman right out of the 
gates in game two of the weekend 
with Reggie Harrison hitting a first 
inning two-run home run to give 
the Bulldogs a 2-0 lead. 

The Bulldogs scored another run 
in the second inning of an error by 
Mady Poulter. Eastern got one run 
back in the third inning, but that 
was it and Mississippi State tacked 
on one more run off a home run by 
Olivia Golden to make it 4-1. 

Eastern has seen a lot of North 
Florida so far this season, having 
split the first two meetings, but it 
was North Florida to get the win 
this time. 

Mitchell doubled in the first in-
ning and drove in two runs, but it 
was all North Florida from there 

out. North Florida picked up three 
runs in the bottom half of the first 
inning. 

The Ospreys added another run 
in the fourth and the score stayed 
at 4-2. 

The unearned runs hurt the Pan-
thers this game. Rogers delivered 
three innings and al lowed four 
runs, but only two of them were 
earned. Golic shut down the Os-
preys in the final three innings. 

Just as the Panthers did in last 
weekend’s tournament, they got re-
venge on North Florida in the final 
game of the weekend and in nine 
innings. 

Eastern scored two runs on an 
error by right fielder Taylor Aguayo 
to tie the game at 3. 

And Mitchell took care of the 
rest in the ninth inning and drove 
in the walk-off winning run on a 
single to right center field to score 
Bear. 

Golic started for the Panthers 
and went 3.1 innings and gave 
up three runs on seven hits. Rog-
ers came in and shut down the Os-
preys, pitching the remaining 5.2 
innings and gave up no runs on 
three hits. 

The Panthers also split  their 
meetings with Southern. The Salu-
kis were able to take down the Pan-
thers 7-5 on Saturday. 

Sean Hastings can be reached at 
581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.

Panthers suffer first losing weekend

By Alex Hartman
Track and Field Reporter | @DEN_Sports

The men and women’s track and 
field teams both swept the com-
petition at the Ohio Valley Con-
ference Championship and each 
earned first place honors. 

The Panthers hosted the OVC 
Championships in Lantz Field-
house Friday and Saturday. Af-
ter the first day, the women were 
in first place, with the men sat in 
second. 

The teams steadily improved 
throughout the entire season and 
capitalized off it in the end with 
earning the OVC titles. It was the 
17th time the men have won the 
title for Eastern and the seventh 
time for the women.

As the season goes on, winning 
the conference championship was 
always the goal. 

“Overal l  the meet went very 
well, we came out here to compete 
and win and that is just what we 
did,” coach Erin Howarth said. 

E a s t e r n  h a s  b e e n  p e r f o r m-
ing well all throughout the sea-
son with numerous  indiv idual 
first place finishes and first place 
team finishes, like at the EIU Fri-
day Night Special and the John 
Craft Invite. Many athletes that 
have top conference times in their 
respective events going into the 
meet.

Eastern has the top two times 
for  the  60-meter  dash ,  s en ior 
Johnathan Boey has the best time 
of 6.79 seconds, and fellow senior 

sprinter Jamal Robinson is second 
in conference with a time of 6.83.  

Some other top times are owned 
by senior Riley McInerney, in the 

mile with a time of 4:05.81 and in 
the 3000- meter run with a time 
of 8:10.05. 

Dur ing  the  f i r s t  day  o f  the 
meet, there was a handful of new 
conference records were set. Ju-
nior Haleigh Knapp set the record 
in the high jump with a height 
of 5’11.25”, breaking the previ-
ous conference record she tied last 
year of 5’09.75”. 

Other events with records bro-
ken were men’s high jump, by Ju-
lian Harvey of SIUE, long jump 
also set by Julian Harvey, wom-
en’s 60-meter hurdles by Tennes-
see  State’s  Amber  Hughes  and 
Tennessee Tech’s distance medley 
relay team also broke the confer-
ence record.  

The meet was the first of many 
OVC conference meets  for the 
freshmen of  Eastern track and 
field, many contributed to the ef-
fort, like freshman thrower Nick 
Phillips.

“It went pretty good overall, it 
is a lot different and more intense 
and competitive than I expected,” 
Phillips said. “The experience just 
kind of hit me.”

After day one, the women of 
Eastern had the lead in conference 
and the men had second. Some of 
the contributors for Eastern in-
cluded the women’s distance med-
ley finishing third for Eastern, ju-
n ior  Dav ion  McMani s  ea rned 
third in the long jump, senior Ri-
ley Kittridge earned a bronze in 
the weight throw, and senior An-
gel ica Anyaogu earned a s i lver 
medal in the women’s long jump.

The second day saw even more 
successful performances by East-
ern athletes. Some of the high-
lights were sweeping of the men’s 
60-meter dash by Johnathan Boey, 
Jama l  Rob inson  and  Brandan 
Lane, in first, second and third re-
spectively. In shot put, sophomore 
Adam Kessler took gold followed 

by Riley Kittridge earning silver. 
Then Riley McInerney took silver 
in the one mile to cap off his se-
nior indoor season.

“We had so  many outs tand-
ing performances from all  over 
the team, because top to bottom 
the conference is tight and tough 
to win, but we did it,” throwers’ 
coach Jessica Sommerfeld said. 

The day ended with a well-de-
served, men’s coach of the year 
award for Eastern track and field 
director Tom Akers, and then get-
ting doused in water by the team 
by way of  a  ce lebratory  water 
bath.

The team now looks ahead to 
the outdoor season that  opens 
March 25. 

Alex Hartman can be reached at 
581-2812 or aihartman@eiu.edu.

T YLER YUNK | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Head coach Tom Akers celebrates after the announcement that both the men’s and women’s track teams both won the OVC championship following 
Saturday’s final day of the conference meet.

Men’s and women’s track secures conference title

T YLER YUNK | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Senior John Piper clears the hurdles in the 60-yard hurdles Saturday at 
Lantz Fieldhouse. Piper won the race in a time of 8.07 setting a new per-
sonal best.


