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artist want to fit in and follow the playbook that society created which stereotypically says that 

you have to act a certain way in order to be accepted in hip-hop. 

In hip-hop women are treated negatively not only on radio airwaves, but in music videos 

too that effect a generation of people. One example is the infamous Nelly's "Tip Drill" video. 

In this video, women are showed shaking their bodies just to pleasure the men. At the end of this 

video, without hesitation, Nelly swipes a credit card through a black woman's derriere. What I 

don't understand is why do the most degrading songs get worldwide airplay and mainstream 

attention where it is available to be seen by kids? "Black girls are not seeing positive images of 

who they are and what they can be," said Carolyn West, associate professor of psychology and 

the study of prevention of violence at the University of Washington. "Looking at the sexual 

imagery really impacts on the functioning of teenage girls." It's a shame that hip-hop has come 

to this and that industries air what they know will sale and what people will watch no matter how 

harmful it could be for the minds of not only black people but other races as well. It's true that 

you don't have to watch it, but it's also true that whatever images are shown in public affects 

others. The image created by these kinds of lyrics is an image of women that "tends to be 

objectified, degrading, very stripper-like. And it's not that this is wrong, but it becomes wrong 

when there's no other quality or image that we have to choose from," said Michaela Angela 

Davis, the fashion and beauty editor of Essence. If Nelly or other famous hip-hop artist who are 

seen as icons treat women negatively on nationwide television, young men who are watching this 

are going to test these practices on another woman. If the woman allows it, then boys and young 

men have this mental note saying, "hey I guess we can treat women this way too because he's 

doing it, and no ones stopping me." In private or exposed to the public, women are being 

disrespected whether you notice it or not. 



Stevenson4 

In hip-hop, men feminize other men by calling them words that are used to devalue 

women. For example, in the hip-hop song "Play the Game", by The Game, he names a small list 

of other hip-hop artist he dislikes and calls them all "B 's". In the hip-hop song "It aint called fo" 

by Soulja Boy, he says men run their mouths and act like "B's". Byron Hurts documentary, he 

discusses the greatest insult that one man could give to another in American culture is to degrade 

his manhood and, as Michael Dyson says, "to assume that he's less than a man and to assign him 

the very derogatory terms that one usually associates with women." I think that if a man wants 

to really make another man feel bad, he calls him a name that devalues s woman which shows he 

doesn't have any higher respect for a woman than he does for a man. What makes its worse is 

that after so many years of the B word being using in a variety of occasions, women too have 

picked up this word as if they found a dollar on the sidewalk by calling each other "B's". Hip

hop is unquestionably a brander, which people become attached to and apply to their everyday 

lives. So if Hip-hop takes a new approach on the content it provides to its listener, maybe a 

much cleaner, respectable message can get across or is it too late? 

You might ask, well why do women allow themselves to be disrespected. Society has 

come up with this idea that a woman must look a certain way to get attention and men must say 

and do things in order to maintain power. Women are at fault because they buy into this idea 

which will make them a target to be disrespected and receive unwanted attention. Men are at 

fault because they don't put an end to disrespecting women because they feel that they have to 

follow the playbook that society has made in order to have control in the Hip-hip world. And the 

last thing a man wants is for someone to question his masculinity. 

In the hip-hop industry, men feel that the negative image of degrading women and 

exploiting proactive material is essential in order to gain money and attention from viewers. As 
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we know, majorities or artist follow this rule, but rules are meant to be broken and that's what 

this society needs: Men to break the rule that you have to disrespect women and rap about 

unnecessary things in order to have that power. Women, not to buy into society's idea of what 

they define a "real" woman should do and look like, because if "real" means that you have to be 

disrespected by artist/men then I must be the most "fake" girl in world. 
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