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By Kennedy Nolen
Multicultural Reporter | Daily Eastern News

�e National Association of Colored 
Women’s club will present the many Af-
rican-American women throughout U.S. 
history who have overcome oppression 
and have in�uenced and contributed to 
society today. 

“The Evolution of a Black Woman” 
will be at 7 p.m. Wednesday in Lumpkin 
Hall Auditorium.

�is will be a tribute to African-Ameri-
can women and will give the audience in-
formation on these women from the past 
and present, president of NACWC Kay-
la Slusher said.

Janae Houser, member of NACWC 
and the coordinator of the event, said the 
African Student Association will perform 
a traditional African dance to traditional 
African music.

Dalano Martin, a communication 
studies major, will perform a spoken piece 

on the appreciation of African-American 
women, Houser said. 

Eastern’s Couture Models will dress up 
as women like Harriet Tubman, Oprah 
Winfrey and Michelle Obama as a narra-
tor explains their stories of hardship and 
success, Slusher said.

She said the models will exhibit ap-
propriate clothing from the time periods 
of women who have been recognized for 
their contributions and success.

Houser said these successful black 

women have paved the way for young Af-
rican-Americans today.

�e TV show “A Di�erent World” in -
spired Yakela Hall, a junior public rela-
tions major, to display the evolution of 
black women in American history and 
how they have overcome oppression, 
Slusher said.

The event embodies the purpose of 
NACWC, she said.

Slusher said she hopes people will learn 
more about African-American culture, es-

pecially the women who have evolved. 
She said she hopes to overcome stereo-

types about African-American women. 
“We will show them more than the ini-
tial aspect of the African-American wom-
an,” she said.

Houser said she hopes students and au-
dience members will become educated 
on how African-American women have 
changed history. 

Kennedy Nolen can be reached at 
581-2812 or kdnolen@eiu.edu.

NACWC will honor historical African-American women

OLIVIA SWENSON�HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Mellissa Nathan, a freshman pre-medicine major, samples goat’s milk chocolate From Germany as part of EIU and 
the Chocolate Factory, which features various unique chocolate samples from around the world.

Students taste international gourmet chocolates 
By Mallory Kutnick
Campus Reporter | @DEN_News

Students sampled chocolates from �ve 
foreign countries Tuesday afternoon.

In addition to German goat’s milk 
chocolates, “EIU and the Chocolate 
Factory” showcased sea salt chocolates 
from Madagascar, dairy-free dark 
chocolate from Grenada, dark velvet 
chocolate from Switzerland and both 
semi-sweet dark chocolate and mango 
and coconut chocolates from Ghana.

All treats sampled were made without 
slave labor or child labor, and Katie 
Caulkins, the committee coordinator, 
said the tasting brought on conversations 
about such inhumane practices and raised 
awareness to their use in the chocolate 
industry.

“Just bringing that awareness was 
kind of a hope,” the senior education  
major said.

Hershey’s uses child labor and slave 
labor to make its candies, committee 
member Sienna Mark said; this was 
news to DreQuan Green, a sophomore 
mathematics major.

“That makes me think twice about 
eating Hershey’s again,” he said.

Sierra Murray, a junior marketing 
major who opted to pack up samples to 
eat later, said the chocolates she stored in 
cups were likely to taste better than the 
name brands.

The companies whose chocolates 
were featured at the tasting include Alter 
Eco, Divine Chocolate and the Grenada 
Chocolate Factory.

The tasting was going to feature 

chocolates from six countries instead of 
�ve, but the University Board’s Cultural 
Arts committee has yet to receive the 
Costa Rican desserts. They will instead 
give the missing treats and all leftovers to a 
ra�e winner upon arrival.

The raffle tickets, printed on golden 
pieces of paper, doubled as surveys 
about the tasting. �e committee called 
them “Golden Tickets,” a reference to 
the tasting’s namesake “Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory.”

However, not all students found the 
“sweets” to be sweet.

Essence Chatman, a junior public 
relations major, compared the dairy-free 
Grenadian chocolate to medicine.

“It tastes like spoiled milk,” she said.
Other students described the dairy-free 

chocolates as bitter. 
Taryn Smith, a senior general studies 

major, said she thought the goat’s milk 
chocolate tasted sour, but it left Kaylee 
Fuller lost for words.

“I don’t know how to describe it,” 
the freshman chemistry major said. “It’s  
good, though.”

Regardless of taste buds, most who 
sampled the goat’s milk chocolates said 
they were “interesting.”

Grace O’Brien, a freshman graphic 
design major, called the mango and 
coconut treats “interesting” as well.

“It’s cool to have a tropical flavor in 
chocolate,” O’Brien said.

Alek McMath, a freshman marketing 
major, said he had sampled every 
chocolate available except the Grenadian 
desserts, and the mango and coconut 
chocolates’ fruity chunks stuck out the 

most to him.
Adam Sandoval, a senior education 

major, said the dark velvet bars  
were sweet.

“It’s very smooth as it goes down,” 

Sandoval said.
Freshmen art majors Josie Parish 

and AnTar Johnson also enjoyed the  
Swiss treats.

“I think it tastes like chocolate,” 

Johnson said.

Mallory Kutnick can be reached at 
581-2812 or mbkutnick@eiu.edu.
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For rent

CLASSIFIEDS
For rent

10 Year Price ROLLBACK! 
1-2 PERSON RENTALS 

 
www.woodrentals.com 

 
Call for appointment to view! 

 
 

 
 
 1512 A Street / 345-4489 

Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse. 
Call 24 hours for details. 
(217) 549-2668.
________________________ 2/28

7 bedroom House- Washer, dryer, 
dishwasher C/A Near Rec center. In-
cludes trash and yard care $265.00 
each 217-549-6967
________________________ 2/22

5 Bedroom house- washer, dryer, 
dishwasher C/A Buzzard Area. In-
cludes trash yard care. $285.00 
each 217-5496967
________________________ 2/22

2 bedroom house - washer, dryer 
dishwasher C/A Buzzard Area. In-
cludes trash yard care $335.00 each 
217-549-6967
________________________ 2/22

Apartments 1/2 block to campus 4 
bedroom and 3 bedroom $250 
each Includes trash 217-549-6967
________________________ 2/22

LEASING FOR FALL 2017-18! BEST 
apartments for groups of 1-4 in 
Charleston and way cheaper than 
the dorms. MUST SEE TO BELIEVE! 
Washer/dryer, spacious, furnished, 
balcony, walk-in closet, close to EIU, 
vaulted ceilings, discounted prices! 
217-345-5515. 
melroseonfourth.com
________________________ 2/28

Leasing for Fall apartments and 5 
bedroom house on 7th St. clean 
and affordable. no pets. 
rentals@jwilliamsrentals.com or 
(217) 345-7286
_________________________ 3/6

Our Most Popular “wait listed” 
home available for Fall 2017 6 
Bedroom House located at 1024 
6th Street Huge deck Big covered 
front porch large bedrooms tons 
of parking and close to campus 
call 708-772-3711 schedule a 
tour and info 
_______________________ 03/07

Recently Remodeled Student Rent-
al (217) 962-0790
________________________ 3/10

Spring, Summer and Fall 1, 2, 3 & 4 
bedroom apartments,  as low as 
$222.50. Some close to campus 
Carlyle Apartments. (217) 348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
________________________ 3/15

STUDIO, 1 & 2 BEDROOM APART-
MENTS AVAILABLE. FALL 2017. 
Great locations. Please contact us 
for more information. 
(217) 348-8249 or visit our website 
at ppwrentals.com 
________________________ 3/13

Fall 2017. Very nice houses, town-
houses, and apartments for 1-8 
people. 1-3 blocks from campus. 
Rent $250 - $400 per person. Call 
(217) 493-7559. 
www.myeiuhome.com
_________________________ 5/1

Close to campus. Nice, clean apart-
ments. 1 and 2 bedroom. Starting 
at $250 a bedroom. For spring se-
mester 2017, fall semester 2017. No 
pets. Fully furnished except beds. 
Off-street parking and laundry on-
site. Some restrictions do apply. Call 
or text (314) 334-3994. 
_________________________ 5/2

Tweet
   Tweet

Follow the Daily Eastern 
News Twitter!

den_news

JASON HARDIMON | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Lakia Conner, senior family and consumer sciences major, tries her best to snag a pair of tickets to the Kesha concert 
in the cash cube. “If I win tickets I will definitely be there,” Conner said. Students had the chance to win tickets to the 
University Board Spring Concert featuring Kesha and the Creepies at the UB Rush Hour- A Rush of FUN. Event Tuesday af-
ternoon. Students also had the chance to win a VIP Spring Concert Prize Package that contains a dinner meet-and-greet 
with Kesha.  During the event, UB offered airbrushed souvenirs and chances to participate in a “cash cube” activity.

Like the Daily Eastern News on Facebook to get 
all the latest news and sports info!

Rush Hour 
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By Kaitlin Cordes
Track and Field Reporter | @DEN_Sports

With the Ohio Valley Conference Indoor 
Championships approaching, 12 Midwest 
track and field teams are gearing up to prove 
they are the best in the OVC. 

The Eastern men will strive for their 17th 
conference title while the women intend to up 
their second place finish from last year’s meet. 
A total of 12 women’s teams and seven men’s 
teams will compete Friday and Saturday, ac-
cording to the OVC website.

Austin Peay
The Governors’ strong suit this season for 

the women has been their field events. In 
their most recent meet at the Ohio State Uni-
versity Tune-up event, Savannah Amato won 
the pole vault with a 3.86-meter mark fol-
lowed by Dascha Hit who took third place af-
ter clearing 3.71-meters. Back in late January, 
the Governors had a dominating field perfor-
mance at the Thunder Herd Invitational in 
West Virginia. Kaylnn Pitts crushed the tri-
ple jump after winning the event by a deci-
sive five inches at 12.42 meters. Eastern ju-
nior Brion Portis holds the Panther’s top tri-
ple-jump performance this season at 12.13 
meters.

Belmont
The Bruins’ men’s team recently broke and 

tied several school and personal records on at 
their last meet of the season. Nathan Namour 
tied Belmont’s 200-meter dash school record 
with a time of 22.21 seconds while the dis-
tance medley team earned a new school re-
cord finishing in 10 minutes, 1.31 seconds. 
Ben Weisel and Matt Blivin placed within the 
top 10 in the mile, Weisel placing fourth with 
a time of 4:10.58 and Blivin finishing eighth 
(4:12.88). Eastern’s top mile runner is senior 
Riley McInerney who provided the Panthers’ 
best race time at 4:05.81.

Eastern Kentucky
Haley Yost has made waves in the wom-

en’s mile this season. Yost was recently hon-
ored as an OVC Co-Athlete of the Week on 

Feb. 15 for her personal-best performance at 
the Iowa State Classic. She covered a mile in 
4:49.17, earning EKU’s fifth overall school re-
cord slot and missing the school’s fastest time 
by just 3.67 seconds. At last year’s conference 
meet, Yost finished in 4:57.8. Eastern senior 
Julie James current holds the season’s top mile 
time at 4:56.55.

Jacksonville State
Courtney Bennett has led the JSU wom-

en as the team’s top shot putter and weight 
thrower. Bennett broke two school records 
this season after a personal best shot put 
throw of 49’6.5”. She also broke her own 
school record in the weight throw that same 
day after tossing a second-place distance of 
57’11”. The Panthers’ senior Bryn Buckwal-
ter is the women’s top shot putter and throw-
er. Buckwalter and Bennett are neck-and-
neck in the weight throw as Buckwalter holds 
the Panthers season-high performance at 
57’11.25”.

Morehead State
The Eagles have just three meets under 

their belts as they head into the conference 
competition. The 400-meter dash has been 

Morehead State’s strongest event, as they’ve 
individually placed as high as seventh and ran 
as fast as 1:02.09. The women’s team will be 
the only team from Morehead State to com-
pete at the conference meet, and the Eagles 
have only competed in the 400-meter dash, 
mile run, 800-meter run, 3,000-meter run 
and the 5,000-meter run this season.

Murray State
 The Racer women have already proven that 

they can handle the likes of OVC opponents 
such as Eastern Kentucky and Morehead State 
as they coasted past their opponents to earn 
the top two spots in the 200-meter dash in 
their most recent meet at Marshall. Tamdra 
Lawrence dominated the race, coming in first 
with a time of 24.34 while teammate Nor-
ma Abdur-Rafia finished at the same time but 
took second. Senior Anita Saffa holds the top 
200-meter time for Eastern at 25.05 seconds.

Southeast Missouri
David Plunkett was SEMO’s best 800-meter run-

ner at their final meet of the season. Plunkett took 
second with a time of 2:00.79. All three of Eastern’s 
top three 800-meter runners have recorded times less 
than two minutes with the top time being 1:53.93.

SIUE
Southern Illinois’ Claire Nolan was re-

cently named the Prairie Farms athlete of the 
week for her academics as well as her stellar 
shot put and weight throw performances. No-
lan holds the team’s highest marks this sea-
son at 46 feet in the shot put and 50’0.75”. 
Nolan needs to clear a little over three feet to 
match Buckwalter’s best shot put throw this 
season but easily beats the second and third 
top marks in the event for Eastern. Weight 
throw should be no problem for the Panthers 
as their third best mark on the season lands at 
53’10.25”.

Tennessee State
Returning champs for the women’s side, 

the Tigers will look to snag the title yet again. 
On the roster is senior All-American Am-
ber Hughes. At the Tiger’s most recent meet, 
Hughes took third in the 60-meter hurdles 
with a time of 8.24 seconds. Her time ties her 
for 23rd in the nation for the event. She also 
placed sixth in long jump a mark of 6.16 me-
ters. Junior Darneisha Spann clocked the Pan-
thers fastest 60-meter hurdle time at 8.59 sec-
onds this season.

Tennessee Tech
Lisa Wickham was a dominating athlete in 

the Golden Eagle’s most recent competition 
at Notre Dame. She ran the 60-meter dash 
in a school-record setting time of 7.52 sec-
onds. Wickham took first over competitors 
from Notre Dame and Loyola. Eastern’s fast-
est 60-meter dash time narrowly misses Wick-
ham’s by .04 seconds.

Tennessee- Martin
The Skyhawks had their first dose of OVC 

action at the John Craft Invite early in the 
season, and they were pretty successful there. 
The men took control of the 3,000-meter run 
early on. Freshman Edwin Kugrat set a school 
record for UT Martin at the invite at 8:43.99.

Kaitlin Cordes can be reached at 581-2812 or 
krcordes@eiu.edu. 

Track, field ready for OVC championships

FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
The men’s track team gets pumped up together at practice. Along with the women’s team, 
they will compete for OVC indoor championships February 24. 
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SportS

By Mark Shanahan
Women’s Basketball Reporter | @DEN_
Sports

The expectations were exceed-
ed this year, but the Eastern wom-
en’s basketball team will go a sec-
ond straight year without an Ohio 
Valley Conference tournament ap-
pearance. 

The  Panther s  w i l l  t r ave l  to 
Southern I l l inois-Edwardsvi l le 
this Saturday for their final game 
of the season. Eastern has a record 
of 9-18 overall and 5-10 against 
the OVC. This is an obvious im-
provement from a team that won 
just three games last season with 
two of those coming against con-

ference opponents. 
This season the Panther’s had 

another  young team and have 
been guided on offense by the 
two players with the most expe-
rience under head coach Debbie 
Black, junior Grace Lennox and  
senior Erica Brown. Lennox is the 
teams leading scorer and averag-
es the most minutes played on the 
team as well as in the conference. 
Brown is the only senior on the 
team this year and leads the con-
ference in rebounding. Brown has 
worked her way into the Eastern 
record book in both career blocks 
and rebounds. 

Although Eastern is out of con-
tention for postseason play, they 

were a couple of close games away 
from being in the middle of the 
pack for the race for the confer-
ence  t i t l e .  The Panthers’  have 
three conference losses by four 
points  or less  with al l  three of 
those games being on the road. 

Eastern is 4-10 away from Lantz 
Arena this season, which was an-
other improvement from last sea-
son  tha t  went  w in l e s s  on  the 
road.  The emergence of  f resh-
men throughout the year gave the 
Panther’s their fair share of grow-
ing pains, but showed a lot of po-
tential. Allison Van Dyke provid-
ed offense early in the year and 
has started every game along with 
Brown and Lennox. Jennifer Nehls 

earned 13 starts as a forward be-
fore battling injuries.

Freshman Zharia  Lenoir  has 
stepped into a starting role to-
wards the end of the season and 
freshman Danielle Berry has not 
started a game this season, but has 
come off the bench in 24 games as 
a backup guard. Sophomore Brit-
tin Boyer is another player who 
has earned a starting role towards 
the  end of  the  season and has 
made her presence known. 

Losing junior Jalisha Smith ear-
ly in the season hurt the Panther’s 
with exper ience  and a l so  with 
scoring and rebounding. Smith 
started the first nine games and 
averaged 10.3 points and 6.9 re-

bounds per game. Eastern has the 
eighth best scoring offense in the 
conference and the ninth best re-
bounding margin. 

The Panther’s won an overtime 
thriller against Austin Peay last 
Saturday and will look to build on 
that momentum to wrap up their 
season. Eastern has forced four 
overtime games this season and is 
3-1 when going to extra time. 

The Panther’s last reached 10 
wins in the 2014-15 season and 
the team earned a berth to the 
conference tournament. 

Mark Shanahan can be reached at 
581-2812 or mmshanahan@eiu.

edu.

Women’s basketball exceeded expectations

By Maher Kawash 
Basketball Reporter | @DEN_Sports 

If  you ever played organized 
basketbal l  in middle school  or 
high school,  then you have al -
ready been a basketball player lon-
ger than the starting center of the 
Eastern men’s basketball team 

But chances are he is still much 
better than you. 

Muusa Dama is the name and 
he is a 6’9 junior college transfer 
and he has spent most of his life 
living in West Africa, but now he 
is taking the Ohio Valley Confer-
ence by storm. 

It all started when he was just a 
junior in high school and he had 
never even played basketball; in-
stead, he was a volleyball and soc-
cer player. 

Dama said he always switched 
between those two sports unti l 
one day when he was practicing 
volleyball in West Africa and ev-
erything changed. 

He was just spiking balls in a 
routine practice and coincidental-
ly the volleyball court and basket-
ball court were located right next 
to each other, where the opportu-
nity to play basketball arose. 

Dama said the assistant coach 
who was  soon  to  be  the  head 
coach of that basketball club saw 
him practicing, and asked Dama if 
he could dunk the ball; he had no 
idea if he could or not. 

“I figured I could because I can 
jump real ly high so I  took the 
ball, and the coach said actually 
come the next day to practice and 
we’ll find out,” Dama said. “So I 
came the next day ready with my 
shoes on, and I dunked it once 
which led to like a two-hour ses-
sion of dunks.” 

Little did Dama know he would 
be catching lob-passes from his 
Panther teammates a few years 
later and f inishing to send the 
crowds of Lantz Arena into an ec-
static roar. 

Right after the dunking session 
with the assistant coach, Dama 
was asked to join the team where 
his basketball career would begin 
despite him nearing the time to 
graduate high school.

His official days of basketball in 
America came when he moved to 
live with his dad in Pasadena, Cal-
ifornia as just a senior, and it has 
been a continuous grind of basket-
ball ever since according to Dama. 

With the  lack of  exper ience 
coming out of high school, Dama 
did not  rece ive  too many col -
lege offers but did find a starting 

point. 
He began playing collegiate bas-

ketball for a four-year college in 
Kansas until he transferred to join 
Moberly Area Community Col-
lege. 

After his sophomore year came 
to a close, averaging about five 
po in t s  and  f i ve  rebounds  pe r 
game,  Dama was  rec ru i ted  by 
Eastern coach Jay Spoonhour. 

Spoonhour used to coach at 
that community college so he had 
a few connects with the people in 
that program and town. 

And he sa id that  everything 
anyone has ever said about Dama 
is what led him to recruiting him. 

“I ’m one of  those  guys  who 
thinks that the kind of guy you 
are is more important than the 
kind of player you are,” Spoon-
hour said. “The coach loved him 
and so did everyone else in the 
town, and he is the exact person 
they said he was.” 

From his days as a volleyball 
player in West Africa to being re-
cruited by Spoonhour, just about 
everything has gone into his favor 
as well as Eastern’s favor. 

He did have a special advantage 
when joining the Panthers as two 
other junior college transfers were 
brought in at the same time com-
ing into this season. 

Ray  Cros s l and  and  Monte l l 
Goodwin have formed a special 
bond with Dama as they all share 
the same goal of trying to transi-
tion to playing Division I basket-
ball. 

“It was nice having them be-
cause  I  know Ray  and  Muusa 
would understand how hard we 
have to work,” Goodwin said. “We 
were a couple of the older guys on 
the team so we knew we would 
still have to be leaders at the same 
time.”

Goodwin also said the special 
bond was already close coming in 
because the three played against 
each other throughout their time 
in junior college. 

Whether it is scoring nine of 
Eastern’s 15 points in an overtime 
victory over Southeast Missouri or 
his ability to average nearly 10 re-
bounds per game, Dama has given 
this team a special trait in numer-
ous ways. 

His transition has not been all 
easy though as Dama said he it 
has been a process and it could get 
frustrating at times. 

“It’s  dif f icult  but i t  i s  just  a 
challenge I appreciate every day,” 
Dama said. “I mean it gets espe-
cially tough sometimes when you 

see players doing stuff that you 
can’t do because you’ve never real-
ly practiced it.” 

But since becoming a basketball 
player Dama has made it a focus 
to continue to learn new things 
and his teammates and coach have 
noticed that. 

“If he continues to work on the 
right things he’ll be great,” Spoon-
hour said. “He’s not near what he’s 
going to be, but when he is he’s 
going to be outstanding.” 

“It’s hard but I’m learning and 
I’m loving it,” Dama said. 

Dama continues  to craf t  his 
game in many ways to try and im-
prove, and says he has specifically 
made sure to watch as much bas-
ketball he can.

“The game is  real ly interest-
ing to me. I want to know more 
so I’m always watching highlights 
of any big that ever played and the 
little plays they know,” Dama said. 

Whi le  watching those  h igh-
lights Dama said he has one par-
ticular player he admires that has 
nothing to do with his position, 
and that is Oklahoma City point 
guard Russell Westbrook. 

As far as big men, Dama said 
he has always liked watching Tim 
Duncan  and  DeAndre  Jo rdan 
when trying to learn new moves. 

His  learning has a lso had to 
come in places other than bas-
ketball as he has only lived in the 
United States for a few years. 

Dama has spent time in Europe, 
South Africa, and West Africa and 
said he has witnessed many differ-
ent cultures, but basketball and 
school wise he really loves Amer-
ica the most. 

As Dama continues to transi-
tion into his life here he is choos-
ing to stay in the U.S this summer 
instead of visiting home in West 
Africa. 

As far as improving his game, 
Dama is focused on continuing to 
put work into his jump shot. 

Dama is shooting 50 percent 
from the f ield this  season, and 
said he would l ike to move his 
shot beyond the arch now. 

With the game of basketbal l 
changing, many big men are ex-
panding their shot so he would 
like to do so as well. 

“It’s going to be hard work but 
I have to do it because it is open 
every time,” Dama said. “I don’t 
get a lot of time as a big man to 
put shots up, so that effort comes 
before and after to put the extra 
hours in.” 

His coaches are there to help 
him along the way and that work 

ethic is something to be admired 
from their standpoint. 

“The effort not being there is 
never the case with him,” Spoon-
hour said. “Whatever it may be I 
think you have to understand he is 
doing the absolute best he can do 
while trying to learn this game.” 

Dama is nearing the end of his 
first season with the team, but af-
ter a summer to continue to im-
prove on his already impressive 
numbers he is set to be a leader 
once again for the Panthers next 
season. 

“I think I fell in the hands of 
the right coaches here because not 
knowing the game too well can 
be tough with the wrong coach,” 
Dama said. “But Spoonhour has 
had the patience in seeing the type 
of player I could become. 

As Dama’s game continues to 
improve he s t i l l  has  one over-
all goal in mind after college; the 
NBA. 

“I don’t know how long it will 
take but that’s where my eyes are 
right now, and I’ll keep working 
until I get there.”

Maher Kawash can be reached at 
581-2812 or mwkawash@eiu.edu. 

Inexperience spells success for Dama

FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Eastern’s Mussa Dama throws up a layup over an opposing player. The 6’9 foward is a junior college transfer from 
Moberly Area Community College.


