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Q&A with Wynton Marshalis. (2008, April}. Teaching Music, 15(5}, 35-36. 

In this article, professional jazz musician discusses improvisation and teaching improvisation 

within the classroom. The source was used to provide a performer's viewpoint about 

improvisation in the music classroom to the research. 

Riveire, J. (2006, January). Using improvisation as a teaching strategy. Music Educators Journal, 

92(3), 40-45. 

Janine Riveire's article "Using Improvisation as a Teaching Strategy," (2006) published in the 

Music Educators Journal, explores the "use of improvisation as an important teaching tool" 

(p.41). Riveire discusses the many ways that improvisation activities can be used to reinforce 

learning, and that many different types of activities can be implemented. Riveire states "Daily 

participation in improvisational activities can help everyone learn and enjoy improvisation. 

Many musicians and students fear improvisation for different reasons, but it is important to 

remove the element of fear and allow the musical mind to play; "using improvisation activities, 

students are learning to improvise in a low-stress setting" (p. 41). 

Saetre, J. H. (2011, March). Teaching and learning music composition in primary school settings. 

Music Education Research, 13(1), 29-50. 

The article "Teaching and Learning Music Composition in Primary School Settings" (2011} by Jon 

HelgeSaetre discusses the creative side of music education and the importance of improvisation 

and composition within the classroom. Data is presented within the article according to 

observation of three teachers and their students. Saetre discusses "the educational practice 
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and orientation of the teacher" and how "the teachers' interpretations on curriculum and 

subject matter affects the ways students work with music improvisation and composition" (p. 

30). 

Taylor, D. M. (2012). Orff ensembles: Benefits, challenges, and solutions. General Music Today, 

25(3), 31-35. 

"Orff Ensembles: Benefits, Challenges, and Solutions" (2012) by Donald M. Taylor considers Orff 

ensembles, Orff instruments, and the many opportunities these classroom activities create for 

students to become excellent musicians. One of the major and obvious benefits is that 

"students usually enjoy playing classroom instruments;" therefore, these can "serve as 

motivation for continued learning" in music (p. 31). Taylor also talks about how "Orff 

instruments can be used to help children explore other National Standards, including 

improvisation, composition, listening, and analysis" (p. 31). Lending students to musical success 

by removing bars allows students to focus on other aspects of music besides note accuracy. 

Valero, W. (2011, Sept.). Movement for Musicianship. Millikin Music Education Special Event. 

Millikin University, Decatur, Illinois. 

On October 1, 2011, a Music Education Special Event was held at Millikin University in Decatur, 

Illinois. Dr. Wendy Valero was the guest expert at the event; she is a nationally known clinician 

that has many ideas to offer about early childhood and elementary music experiences. She is an 

associate professor of music education and Director ofthe Children's Music Development 

Center (CMDC) at University of South Carolina. Valero teaches music methods courses and 
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conducts research at the university, and she holds a Level Ill Orff Certificate. During the 

workshop, Valero taught about movement for musicianship, which involved moving, dancing, 

and body percussion as an essential part of the musical learning experience. A session about a 

sequential series of tonal and rhythm activities for singing, chanting, and improvising with ease 

accuracy for pre-school through grade five was held in which the attendees were able to 

participate in activities. Valero also taught a session about Orff instruments used to teach 

theory. This session was very helpful and informative because the participants were able to use 

Orff instruments as a group imitating an elementary classroom setting. A packet of information 

including Valero's biography, notated chants and songs, ideas for future lesson plans, and 

explanation of her theories was handed out to each person at the workshop. Every person in 

attendance was given permission to use the ideas, chants, songs, and lessons to better their 

own classrooms. Wendy Valero has also published other works pertaining to early childhood 

music education. 

What is Orff-Schulwerk? (2011). In American Orff-Schu/werk Association: Music and Movement 

Education. Retrieved March 15, 2012, from http://www.aosa.org/orff.html 

The Official Orff-Schulwerk Website provides information for music educators about the Orff 

Approach to teaching. Music teachers can become certified in Orff as well, and the website 

provides information about courses and workshops that ensure credit for the various levels of 

Orff certification. 



Amanda Long 

Resource Narrative 

Booth Library was a very important factor in the success of my research project. Many 

books and teaching materials were used for research from the library. I consulted the teacher's 

editions of music curriculum from The Ballenger's Teacher's Center. The New Handbook on 

Music Teaching and Learning and Integrating Music into the Elementary were used immensely 

for my project, and both books were found at Booth Library. The online database was also used 

to find many journal articles relating to the Orff Approach. The journal titled Teaching Music, 

found on the Booth Library website was very helpful throughout my entire project. Using the 

library to give correct citation form, I was able to find an updated manual about the American 

Psychological Association (APA) citation style. This manual was used throughout my entire 

project to give proper credit for every resource used. Not only did I use resources such as books 

and journals from Booth Library, but I also received help from the library staff many times. I 

was able to consult the staff for questions about where to find sources, interlibrary loan, the 

online database, and citation style. The staff was always extremely assistive and they played a 

dynamic part in the success of my project. Working on this research project for a year, I was 

highly dependent on Mary J. Booth Library throughout my work, and I can honestly say that the 

success of my research is directly related to my constant use of Booth Library. 


